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" BEOoOK accordmp as that iprice is more or lefs above ahe.
Wlowe& for which it is po(?ﬁbic to bring it to mat-
ket for any conliderable time together. ‘This
loweft price s that which barely: replaces, with
‘a moderate profit, the ftock which muft be em-
playcd in brmgmg the commodity thither. e

is the price which affords nothing to the. lasfd-
lord, of which rent makes not any cosmpanent
part, but which refolves. itfelf altogether into
wages and profi. . Bur, in the prefen ftate of
the Spanith macker, gold is certainly fomewhat
.nearer to this lowelt price than filver. ‘The tax
Jof the king of Spain upon gold is oniy one-
twentieth part of the ftandard metal, or five per
cent, ; whc:r'eaé his tax upon {ilver ambunts A7 e
one-tenth part of it, or to ten per cents v In
thefe taxes too, it has already been ob&*rved A
confifts the whole rent of the greater part of the
gold and filver mines of Spanifh America; and
that upon gold is ftill worfe paid than that upon
filver.. . The profits of the undertakers of gold
mines too, 4s they more rarely make a for-
tone, muft,  in general, be flill more moderate
than . thofs of the undertakers of flver mines.
The price of Spanifh gold, therefore, as it af-
fords both lefs rent and lefs profit, muft, in the

" Spanith . market, be  fomewhat nearer to the
lowelt price for which it is pofiible to biing it
thither, than the price of Spanith (filver. W hen
all expences are computed, the whole quantity
of the one metal, it would feem, cannot, in the
Spanith marker, be difpofed of fo advantageoufly °

as the whole quantity of the other. The tax,
indeed,
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of the king of Spain upon the filver of Mexico

* Tr ooay, therefore, be uncertain whether tia the
geuem] market of Europe the whole mafs of Ame- i

and Peru; or one: fifth part of the {tandard metal,

. rican go]d comey at & price nearer to the loweft for
 which ic is poflible to. bring it th::her, than r,hc:

whﬂl&c mafs of American filver.

. T'ue price of diamonds and other, precmus ftones

'5 '_may, perﬁaps, be il nearce to the loweft price ar

- which it is poffible to briag them to markct, thao

_"'I__--Ieven the pnm: of golds

Trovan it is not very probable, rhm any part

- -':GF atax. which is not only impofed "upon one of
~ ithe molk proper fubjedts of taxation, a mere lux-
S and {vperfuity,  but. which, aff'ords fo wery

5 xmpmtant A revenue, 4s the tax uyon filver, will
Cever be given up as long as it is poﬁible £0 pay

ity yet the fame lmpoﬂibxl:cy of paymg it, which

iR 1736 madc it neceffary to reduce it from one-

' ﬁfth 1o onententh, may in time make it neceflary

‘to reduce it {hill farther s in the fame manaer as

Lir made ik neceﬁ”ary 1o reduce the tax upoa. goid

lito. one-twentieth, . That the Glver mines of-
‘Spanifh Amenca, llke all othcr mines, becomc

gradually more cxpenﬁvc in the warkmg, on ac-

count of the greater depths at which it is neceflary -

to carry oh the works, and of the greater expence

of drawing out the water, and of fupplymg them
--wuh frefhy air at thofe depths, is acknowledged by

every body who has enquired into the ftate of

thoic mines.

Tﬁasn :

i '_'f.'mdetd, o(" the i«.mg of i’ortuga! upon the. oﬁ.‘:ﬂd ﬁ_ﬂ A P,
. of the Brazils, is the fame with the ancient tax v
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g OIO R | Tutse caufes, which are eqmvalenr to a grawa» .
ying feaicity of filver (for a commodity may be
fatd to ‘grow fcarcer when it becomes more diffi-
cult ‘and cxptmfwc to colle@t al ceitain quantity
of it); mufty in tioney pr oduce one or dzher of the
three following events. The increafe of the ex-’
pem’,é muft  either, firft, ' be wmpenf&ted alto=
gether by a pmportlonable increafe in the price of
the metal ; or fecondly, it muft be compenfated
almgather by a proportionable diminution of the™
- tax 'upon (filver s or thirdly, it muft be com:
penfated  partly by the  obe, and ‘partly by the
‘other of thofe two expedients, This third event
is very pdﬁ‘lble. As gold rofe in its price in
proportion to filver, notwrti‘f’mndmv a great dis
minution of the tax uvpon golds fo filver might
rife in' its price in proportion to labour and coms
lities, notwithftanding an equal dlmmut:on of
the tax upon filver. - o
bUCH fuccefiive redm‘ftlonb of the A% howa'
ever, though they may not prevent altogether,
muft cercainly retard, more or lefs, the rife of the
value of filver in the European market, “In con-
'fetjﬁcn'{:'c': of fuch redu@ions, many mines may be
wrought  which could not be wrought before,
becaufe they could not afford to pay the old 'tax ;
and the quantity of [ilver annually brought .to
market muf: always be fomewhat greater, and,
therefore, the value of any given quantity fome-
what lefs, than it otherwife’ would have' been.
In Lonﬁquchce of the redultion 1in 1736, the
valte of filver in the European market, though
it may not at this day be lower than before that
reduction,

1 ivtgrem s bividdun g Lo i S48 i BPROA AeeB amn ot wles o e



iy f',,ué&wn; m,;pwbably, at Iea{t ten per cent. lower € H 4 *

than it would have been, had th;: Court of Spain weusa,

contmued to exad the'ald tax, '/ 0 ol

AR netwith&andmg this redu&mn, ‘the
value of filver has, during the courfe of the pre-

fent century, begun to rife fomewhat in the Fu-

ropean market, the facts and arguments which

have been alleged above, dilpofe me to believe,
or more pmperly to fufpedt and conje@ure; for
the belt opinion which 1 can form wpon 'this fub-
Je€t fearce, perhaps, deferves the name of belief,
 The rile, indeed, fuppofing there has been any,
 has hitherto been fo very fmall, thac afeer all that
~has been l'azd,, it may, perhaps, appear to many
people uncertain, not only whether this event has
a&ually taken place; but whether the contrary

may not have taken place, or whether the value
of filver may not ftill contmue to fall in the Euro-l

pean market.

Ir mu& be obferved, however, that whatever
may be the fuppofed annual i importation of gold
and fiiver, there muft be a certain period; at
which the annual coni‘umptmn of thofe metals
will be equal to that annval imporration. T heir
confumption muft increale as their mafs in-
creafes, or rathet in a much greater proportion,
As their mafs mcreafes, their valve diminifhes.
They are more ufed, and lefs cared for, and
their confumption confequently increafes in a
greater proportion than their mafs. After a cercain

period, therefore, the annual confumption of thofc'

metals muft, in this manner, become cqual to their
annual importation, previded that importation

Vou. I. Z 15
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J"If’ % is not continually inereafing s which, in the prefent
K tiT1ES, 16 NOL fuppofed to be the cafe, .\
.z, when the annual confumpnon has become

_eqaal to the annual importation, the annual im-

, - portation fhould gradually diminith, the annual
b : confumption may, for fome time, excced the
annual importation, . The mals of thofe metals
may gradually and infenfibly diminith, and their
 value gradually and 11fenﬁbly rife, _till the annual
importation, becoming again ftationary, the an-
LR nual confumption will gradually and mfcnﬁbly ac-
b  commodate itfelf to what that annual lmportatlon_

can maintain, |

Grounds of the Szg/‘p:czafx that the Valae of -S'x!wr
Mill continues to decreafe,

FHE T A G J'rope, and
the popular notion that, as the quantity of
the precious metals naturally increafes with the
increafe of wealth, fo their value diminifhes as
their quantity mcreaies, may, perhaps, difpofe
many people to believe that their value flill con-
tinues to fall in the E uropean market; and the
ftill gradually increaling price of many parts of
the rude produce of land may confirm them {till-
further in this opinion.
T HAT that increafe in the quantity of the pre-
~ cious metals, which arifes in any country from
the .increafe of ‘wealth, has no tendency to di-
- minifh theic value, I have endeavoured to fhow
already,  Gold and filver naturally refort to a
: rich
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rich codntry, for the fame reafon that all forts of © Hx? i

'luxurxes and cunoﬁnes refort to it; not becaufe ==t

they are cheaper thcre than in poorer countries,
but becaufe they are dearer, or becaufe a better
ptice is given for them.. It is the fuperiority of
price which attralts them, and as foon ‘as that
fuperiority ccafes, they neceﬁ'aniy ceafe to go

thither, ' . :

Ir you except corn and fuch other vcgemble § a8

are raifed altogether by human induftry, that all

" other forts of rude produce, cattle, poultry, game
of all kinds, the ufeful foffils and minerals of the
earth, &c. naturally grow dearer as the fociety
advances in wealth and improvement, I have en-

deavoured to fhow already. « Though fuch com-:
modities, therefore, come to exchange for a greater

guantity of filver than before; it will not from
thence follow that filver has become really cheaper,
or will purchafe lefs labour than before, but that
fuch commodities have become really dearer, or
will purchafe more labour than before. It is not
their’ nominal price only, but their real price
which rifes in the progrefs of improvement.  The
rife of their nominal price is the effect, not of
any degradation of the value of filver, but of the
: rife'in’ their real price, A MG

;ﬁ'&reﬂt Eﬁéﬂ: af the Pragnﬁ af Imprawmm:
apas three di ﬁ:m: Sorts of rude Produce.

THESE dlﬁ'erent .I"arts of rude produce may ;

be dmded into three claffes.  The fArft
comprehcnds thoﬁ: which it is fcarce in the
s SR powen
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30 .0 K power of human induftey to muldiply atall © The
ey fecond, thofe which it can multiply in propor-

tion to the demand:  The third, thofe in which
the efficacy of indultry is either limired or un-
cereain,  Inthe progre(s of wealth and improve-
ment, the real price of the firft may rife to any

degree of 'cxtra‘v'-zgance, and feems not to be li-

mited by any certain boundary. . That of the

~fecondy thowgh it may rife greatly, has, how-

ever, 'a certain boundary bcyond which it canner
well - pafs for any confiderable | time  together.
That of the third, . though its natural zcndcm:y'
is to rife in the ;:mogrefs of improvement, yet in
the {ame degree of improvement it may fome-
times bappen even to fall, fometimes to continue
the fame, and fometimes to rife more or lefs, ac-
cording as different accidents render the effores of
human induftry; in multiplying chis fort of rule
pmduce, more or lcfa"'meisful | -

i AT e ._-ﬁ:rﬁ,ﬁm‘&. _

THB firft fore of rude produa- of whlch tPre :
pncc rifes m the ploarefé of improvement, is
that which it is fcarce in the power of human
induftry to multiply ‘ac all. It confifts in' thofe
th:ngs which natare  produces only Jin certain
qu.a.nr.lrzes, and which being of a very penfhable
natuge, 1€ 1S nnpo[ﬁ*:ie to accurnulate ‘together

‘the producc of many different feafons. © Such are

the ‘greater part of rare and ﬁngular birds ‘and
fithes,” many different forts of pame, almoft all
wild-fowl, all birds of paffage in particular, as .
well'as vmany other things, ' 'When: wealth ‘and

9 : + the



d‘?maﬂd fO!‘ r.hetb is hkel)t to imrcafe wrth thﬂm, Comonn A

“and no effort of human m,iu&ry may be able to
increafe - the fupply much beyond what it was
before this increale of the demand. | The quan-
tity  of fuch commoditics, therefore, remaining
“the fame, ot nearly the fame, while the comperti-
tion to purchafe them is continually increafing,
their price. may rife to any degree of extrava-
gance, and feems not to be limited by any cer-
tain boundary. If woodcocks fhould become fo
fathionable as to fell for twenty guineas a-piece,
‘no, effort of human ' induftry could increafe the
number of ‘thofe brought to market; much be-
yond what it is at prefen. The high price paid
by the Romans, in the time of their greateft
- grandevr, for.rare birds and fithes, may in this
. manner ealily be accounted for. | Thefe prices
were not the effe@s of the low value of flver in'
thofe times, but of the high value of fuch rarities
and curiofities as human induftry could not mul-
tiply. at pleafurc.. The real value of filver was
“higher at Rome, for fome time before and after
the, fall| of the republic, than it is through the
greater part ‘of Europe at prefeat.  Three fef-
tertii, equal to about fixpence frerling, was the
price which the republic paid for the modius or
peck of the tithe wheat of Sicily. This price,
- however, was probably below - the average market
price, the obligation to deliver their wheat at this
rate being confidered as a tax upon the Sici-
lian farmers.  When the Romans,  therefore,
had occafion to order more corn than the tithe of
| 43 wheat
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“10 % wheat' amounted to, they were bound by capis
Gk tulation to pay for: the furplus at the ratctof four
L1 feftersii, vor eight-pence Rerling the peck and
this had probably been reckoned cthe modsrate
and  teafonable, that is; the ordinary or average
contract price of thofe times; it is cqual to about
oneﬂand-vtwr.my fhillings the quarter. . Eight-
and-wwenty (hillings the quarter was, before the
late years of fcarcity, the ordinary contra price
of Englith whear, which in’ quality is inferior to
the Sicilian, ‘and generally fells for a lower price
in the European market.  The value of filver,
therefore; in thofe ancient times, muft have been
t0 its value in the prefent, as three to four in-
verfely ;  that iy, three ounces of filver would
then have purchafed the fame quantity of labour
. and commodities which four ounces will do at
' prefent.  When we read in Pliny, therefore, that
' Beius* bought a white nightingale, as a prefent
. for the emprefs Agrippina, at the Ence of fix
 thoufand feftertii, equal to z}baut fty pounds
of our prefent money; and that Afinius Celer
purchafed « formullet at the price of eight thou-
Gl a0 dande feftertil, | equal to about fixty-fix pounds
o ' thirteen fhillings and four-pence of our prefent
' ' money; the extravagance of thofe prices, how
much foever it may furprife us, is ‘apt, note
withftanding, 'to ‘apprar' to us about one-third
Jefs thon it really was,  Their real price, 'the
R quantity of labour and fubliftence which was
' given away for them, was about one-third more
than their nominal price is apt to expref§ to us

“ L':b. X, C. 29. : t Lib. i, ¢ 1? ' ¢
mn
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"
the prefent’ times. « Seius gave for the mghtm- il ik

gale the command of a quantity of labour: andk—-y-d

fubfiltence equal to what 66/ 135 44. would

purchafe in the prefent times; and Afinius Celer

gave for a furmullet the command of a quantity
equal to what 8814, 174 9d., would purchafe.
‘What occafioned the extravagance of thofe ‘high
prices was, not fo much the abundance of filver,
as the abundance of labour and fubfitence, of
which thofe Roemans had the difpofal, beyond what
was neceflary for their own vfe. The quantity of
filver, of which they had the difpofal, was a good
deal lefs than whar the command of the fime quan«
tity of labour and fubfifterce. would have prccu*ed
% them in ,thc prcfcm: nmes. -

. wecond -S‘x.w. i

'I‘m fecond fort of rude producc of wh:ch'_

the price rifes in the progrefs of improvement,
is that which human induftry can mulnply in

plopornon to theadcmand It conﬁ&s in thof¢_

ufeful plan:s and ‘animals, which, 'in unculm
vated countries, pature produces with fuch pro-
fufe abundance, that they are of little or no
valug, and whlch, as cultivation advances, are
therefore forced to give place to forne more pro-
fitable producc. Durmg a long period in the
progre(s 08 improyement, the quantity of thefe
is continually diminifhing, while ac the fame

time the demand for them is continually in-
creaﬁng Their real value, rhe.crme, the 'real -

quantity of labour which they will purchafe or
command, gradually rifes, till at laft it gets fo
Z 4 high
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T (2K high. as to render them s proficable a produce
_;- Was any thing elle which human induftry can raife
fae ‘upon. the moft fertile and beft cultivated land.
o When it has got fo high it cannot well go _hsgher.
1 ie did, more land and more indufiry would foon
be employed to increafe their quantiy.

' Wagn the prlce of cattle, (for example, rifes
{a_hlgh that it is as profirable to cultivate land
in order to raife food for them, as in order to
raile food for man, it cannot well go higher:
| If it did, more corn: land would foon be turned
fLi into pafture.  The extenfion of tillage, by dimi-

~ nifhing the quantity of wild pafture; diminifhes

: . the quantity of butcher’s-meat which the country
Bl naturaily produces  without labour. or cultiva-
! tion, and by increaling the number of thofe
who have either corn, or, what comes to the
fame thing, the price of corn, to give in ex-
changé for it, increafes the demand. The price
of butcher’s-meat,  therefore, and confequently
of cittle, muft gradually rife. t;ll it gets fo high,
E that it becomes ‘as praﬁtablc to cmploy the molk
fertile and beft cultivated lands in raifing faod

iy for them as in raifing corn. - But it muft always
be lare m the progrc& of improvement before
i tillage can’ be fo far extended as to raife the
b price of cattle to this hel‘rht, and 6l it has got
BorIc to this height, if the country is advancing  at all,
by their price muft be continually rifing. . There
b are, pczhaps, fome parts of Europe in which
the price of cattle has not yet got to this height.
v had not got to this height in any part of Scot-
laad before the union. FHad the Scotch carte
been
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been always confined, to the market of Scotland,
in a counry in which: the quantity of land, which seewews
can be applied to no' other purpofe but the
feeding of caue, is fo great in proportion to
‘whae can be applied to other purpoles, | it s
fcarce ::poﬁ'l'b}é-,'.’ ‘perhaps, that their pricel could
ever have rifen fo high as o render it profitable
to cultivate land for the fake of feeding -them.
1n England, 'the price of cattle, it has already
been obferved, feems, in'the neighboutrhood  of
Tiondon, to have got to this height about the be-
ginning of the lalt centuryy buc ic ‘was much
later probably before it got through the greater
pare of the remoter counties ; in fome of which,
perhaps, it may foarce yet have got to it.. Of all
the different fubftances, however, which compofe
this fecond forc of rude produce, catcle is, perhaps,
that of which the price, in the progrefs of im-
j 'p_rdv'emfnf,- firft rifes to this height. {
ey the price of cattle, indeed, has got
to -_thisf-hc'r‘ght,‘.--itl_:.:'{-'cems fcarce poffible that the
preater pait, even of thofe lands which ‘are ca-
pable of the higheft cultivation, can be com-
pletely cultivated,  In all farms too diftant from
any town to carry manure from ity that 1s, in
the far greater part of thofe of every extenfive
country, the ‘quanuty of well-cultivated land
mult be in proportion to the quantity of manure
which the farm itfelf produces; and this again
muft be in proportion to the ftock of cartle
which are mintained upon it.  The lind is
manured either by pafturing the cattle upon .
or by ‘feeding them in the ftable, and from
thence
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0 ‘“‘ thenee carrymg out their dung to i, But unlefs

o the price 'of the cattle be fufficient to pay both
“the rent and profic of cultivated land, the farmer

N . eannot afford to pafture them wpon ity and he
k" can’ il lefs afford to feed them in the ftable
b i v is with the protuce of improved and culti-
b wated land only, thatcattle can be: fed in the

ftable; becaufe to colleét the feanty and feattered
: pmducc of wafte and uwnimproved lands would
require too: much labour and be too expenfive.
If the price. of the catrle, therefore, is not fuffi-
cient' to pay for the produce of improved and
culeivated land, when they are allowed to pafture
it, | that: price. will be il lefs fofficient to pay
. for that produce when it mult be collefted with
b : a2 good deal of additional labour, and brought
gt ¢ into the ftable to them. In thele circumitances,
therefore, no  more cattle can, with profit, be
, fed in the (hable than what are neceflary. for ¢il-
i iage. But thefe can never afford manure enough
" for keeping conftantly in good condition, all the
lands which they are. capable of cultivating.
What they afford bemg infufficient for the whele
farm, will natumﬂv be referved for the lands to
which it can be moft advantageoully or conve-
mently apphed. the moft fertile, or thole, per.
haps, in the neighbourhood of the farm- yard.
Thete, thcrtf'orc, will be kept conftantly in good
condition and fir for tillage, The reft will, the
greater part of them, be allowed to lie 'wafte,
p"oducmg Acarce any thmg but fome miferable
pafture, jull fufficient to keep alive a few {trag.
gling, half-fh:r ved caitles the farm, «though much
12 under-

b T e T



' ncccﬁ'ary fw its completc Cult:var:ton, bemg very __

frequently overftocked in proportion to jits ac~

tual produce. A portion of this walte land,
however, after having been paftured in  this
wretched manner for fix or feven years together;
may be ploughed up, when it will yield, perhaps,
‘& poor crop or two of bad oats, or of fome
other coarle grain, and then, being entirely ex«
haulted, it muft be refted and paftured again
as before, and another pottion ploughed up to
be in the {ame maaner  exhaufted and refted
_again in its turn. | Such  accordingly was the
peneral fyftem of management all over the low
country of Scotland before  the union.  The
lands which were kept conftantly weil manured
and in good condition, feldom exceeded a third
or a fourcth parc of the whole farm, and fome-
tithes did not amount to a fifth or a fixth part of it,
'The reft were never manured, but a certain por-
tion of them was, in its turn, notwnthﬁundmg'
regulatly cultivated and exhaufted. Under this
fyftem of management, it is evident, even that
part of the lands of Scotland which is capable
of ‘good cultivation, could produce but little in
comparifon of what it may be capable of pro-
ducing,  But how difadvantageous foever this
{yftem may appear, yet before the union the low
price of cattle feems to have rendered it almoft
-unavoidable.  If, notw:thftandmg a great rife in
their price, it fill continues to prevail through a
confiderable part of the country, it is owing, in
many places, no doubt, to ignorance and attach~

¥ ment



K ment to old cuﬁams, bu: in moft’ places to'the
'-iinavoadablc obftructions which the natoral courfe
of things oppofes to the immediate or fpeedy
cﬁabh{hment of a better fyftem: firft, to the po-
verty of the tenants, to their not having yet had
time to acquire a ftock of cattle fufficient to cul~
“tivate their Jands more completely, the fame rife
i pm*e which would render it advantageous for
them to maintain 3 grtazer frock, rendering it

| 'more. dtfﬁcu}t for them' to sequire jt; andylifes

condly, to. their not. hmmg yet had time to' put
‘their lands in condition to maintain this greater
ftock propcriy, fuppofing they were capable of
acquiring it.  The increafe of ftock and the im-
pmvcment of land are two events which muft go
hand in hand, and of which the one can no-where
much out-run the other. Without fome increafe
of ftock, there can be fecarce any improvement
of land, but there can be no confiderable increafe
of flock but in confequence of a confiderable
improvement of land; becaufe otherwife the
land could not maintain it. Thefe natural ob-'
ftructions to the eftablithment of a better fyftem,
~cannot be removed but by a long courfe of fru-
gality and induftry 5 and balf a century or.a cea-
tory more, perhaps, muft pafs away before the
old fyften, which is wearing out gradually, can
be completely abolithed through all the different
parts of the country.  Of all the commercial
advantages, however, which Scotland has derived
from the union with hngland this rife in the price
of cattle is, perhaps, the greateft. It has ‘not only
raifed the value of all highland eftates, bur it has,
. perhaps,



ment of vhe Iow caunm," AR O e
© In all new colonies’ the! grcat quannty of waﬁ‘e
land which can for ‘oany yeacs be apphed to no.

other purpofe but. the feeding of cartle, foon  ':'

renders them extremely abundant, and in. every
~ thing great, cheapnefs is the neceffary confe~
* quence of  great abundance. . Though all ‘the '
cattle of the Huropean colomes in America were
atiginally carried. from Burope, they foon mul-
tiplied ' fo, much there,, and became of' {o little
value, rhat even horfes wete allowed to, run wild
_in the waods without any owner thinking it worth
while to claim’ thera.  lo muft be a long time
after the firlk cﬁabm’hment of fuch colonies, be
 fore it can become profitable to feed cattle upon
the  produce of cultivated  land. . The fame
caules, therefore, the want oft manure, and the
difproportion between the ftock employed in cul-
“tivation, « and the land which it is ‘deftined to
cultivate, are likely to introduce there a fy&em
of hufbandry not unlike that which ftill continues
to take place in fo many parts of Scotland. " Mr.
Kalm, the Swedith traveller, when he gives an
account of  the hufbandry of fome of the Englith
colonies iin ‘North America, as he found it in
1749, ablerves, aceordmg,l}r, that he can with
difficulty  difcover. there the character of the
-Enghfh_ nation, fo _wen fkilled in all the different
branches of agriculture,  They' make fcarce any
manure for their corn fields; he fays; but when
one piece of ground has been exhaufted by con-
‘tinual cmppmg, they cléar and .cultivate another
piece
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: K piece of frefh land ; and .Whe”_.‘hé‘t'i" e"_!‘#'{‘&';'"’- -
yeew Proceed 0 a third.  Their cartle are allowed to
' wander through the woods and other unculti-

vated grounds, where they are  half Rarved ;
having long ago extirpated | almoft all the an- -
nual graffes by cropping them too early i the
fpring, before they had time 'to form their
flowers, or to fhed their feeds *.  The annual
grafles were, it feems, the beft natural grafles in

. that part of North America; and when the Eu-
 ropeans firft fettled there, they ufed to grow very

thick, and to rife three or four feet high. A
picce of ground which, when he wrote, could
not maintain_ one cow, would in former times,
he was aflured, have maintained. four, each of
which would have given four times the quantity
of milk which that one was capable of giving,
The poornefs of the pafture had, in his opinion,
occalioned the degradation of their cattle, which
degenerated fenfibly from one generation to an-
other, They were probably not unlike that
ftunted breed which was common all over Scop.
land thirty or forty years ago, and which is now
fo much mended through the greates part of the
low country, not fo much by a change of the
breed, though that expedient has been employed

' in fome places, as by a more plentiful method of

feeding them.

Trovcn it is late, therefore, in the progrefs of
improvement before cattle can bring fuch a price
a3 to render it profitable to cultivate land for the

* Kalm's Travels, vol, i. p. 343 344,
fake
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L ke of feeding, them ; et of‘ all. the dstcrent pusts § © el
 which compofé this fecond fort of rude, producc,
they are perhaps the ﬁr{t which brmg this prices
becaufe till they bring it, it feems rmpaﬁ'ihlc that

* improvement can be brought near even to that
degree of perfection to which it has arrived in
many. parts of Europe.

As cattle are among the ﬁrﬂ* {'o perhaps veni-
fon is among the laft parts of this for of rude
producc which bring this price. The price of
venifon in Great Britain, how extravagant foever
it may appear, is not near {fufficient to compen= -
fare the expence of a deer park, as is well known
to all thofe who have had any experience in the
fcedmrr of deer. If it was otherwife, the feed-

ing of deer would foon become an article of
common farming, in ‘the fame manner as the
fecdmg of thofe {mall birds called, Turdi was

- among the anment Romans. Varro and Colu~

' mella aﬂ'urc us, that it was a moft profitable ar-
ticle.. The Fattemng of ortolans, birds of paffage

- which arrive lean in the country, is faid to be fo
in fome parts of France, If venifon continues
in fathion, and the wealth and luxury of Great
Britain increafe as they have done for fome time
paft, its. pr:ce may very probably rife ftill hlgher
than it is at prefent.

Berwren that penod in the progrefs of im-
provement which brings to its height the price
of ‘fo ncceﬁ“ary an article as catile, and that
which brings to it the price of fuch a fuperﬁmty
as venifon, there is a very long interval, in the
courfe of which many other forts of rude produce

gradually
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gradual]vy arrive at zhmr h!gheﬁ pm‘e, fomc Fooner '

wsand ' fome Tater, accordmg to d;fﬁrrcm circum-

' ﬁancas.

Twuus in'every f'arm thc n&'als of the bdm and
fables will mizintain a cercain number - of poul-
try.  Thefe, as they are fed with what would
othetwile be. loft, are a mere fave all and’ as,

_ﬁthcy c&'} the farmer fcarce any thmg, fo' he can
aﬁ'ord to Icil them for very fittle. Almoft all

that he gets is’ pure. gain, and their price can
fcarcc be fo Tow as to da!couraé,c hun from fccd-
g t!ns number. But in countries ill culm
vated, :mrl, thcrcfore, but thinly mlublted the
poultry, which are thus raifed mthout expence,
are oﬁm fully fuﬂimcnt to fupply the whole de-
mand Ia this flate of things, therefore, | they

are often as r‘hmp as butcher’s.meat, or any

other fort of animal food.  But the whole quan-

tity of poultry, which Ihc farm in this manner

pmduces without expence, _muﬂ' always be much
fmaller than the whole quantxty of butcher’s-
meat which is reared upun it and in times of

. wealth and luxury what is rare, with only nearly

equal mem, is always preﬁ.rred to what is com-
nion. As wealth and' luxury increafe, the:efbre,
in cc}n!equencc of i unp!ow*ncm and cultivation,
the price of poultry gradually rifeés above that of

. Borcher’s- meat, till'at Jaft it gers fo high that it

becomes profitable to cultivate land for the fake

of feeding them. When it has got to this height,

it cannot well go higher. If ic did, more land
would foon be turned to this purpofe. In feve-
ral provinces of France, the feeding of poultry is

conlidered

Tob s ha g e o s



o ~*// ' ’I‘HE W}AL‘TH OF mmr*mm

......
Do e

conﬁdered ag a very 1mportant article in Tural 0 H A e
economy, and fufficiently profitable to encpu-'-—w--!'

rage the farmer to raife a confiderable quantity of

Indian corn and buck-wheat for this purpofe,

A middling farmer will there fometimes have

four hundred fowls in his yard. The feeding of

poultry feems fcarce yet to be generallly con-
fidered as a matter of fo much importance in
England. ' They are certainly, however, dearer
in England than in France, as England receives
confiderable fupplies from France. In the pro.
grefs of improvement, the perwd at which every
particular fort of animal food is dearet, muft
naturally be that which immediately precedes the
general pradtice of cultivating land for the fake
of raifing it. For fome time before this practice
becomes general, the fcazcny muft neceffarily
raife the price.  After it has become general,
new .methods of feeding are commonly fallen
upon, which enable the farmer to raife upon the
fame quantity of ground a much greater quan-
tity of that particular fort of animal food. The
plenty not only obliges him to fell cheaper,
but in confequence of thefe improvements he
can afford to fell cheaper; for if ‘he could not
afford it, the plenty would nor be of long con-
tinuance. It has been probably in this manner
that the introdn&ion of clover, :urmps, CATrots,
cabbages, &c. has contributed to fink the com-
mon price of butcher's-meat in the London market
fomewhat Below what it was about the beginning
of the laft century.

Vor. I, Aa THL
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i o

every other uﬁ;ﬁ]l animal, s, like poultry, origi-

~ nally kept as a’ ﬁwc-aﬂ () As*luug as the number’

of fuch ammals, wbzch can ‘thus be rezred at lictle

or ‘o ‘expence, 1§ fully fuficient to fupply the

demand‘ i

market at a/ ‘much lower price than any other.
' wh ithe '

quantity can fupply, when it becomes”'-*naccﬁary

to' raife’ food on purpdfe for feeding 'and fa

tening hogs, in the fame manner’ ay for feedmg..

and fattening other cattle, the price: nécefTarily
rifes, and’ becomes propostionably either hsghex.
or lower, than that of other butcher’ §~meat, 8¢+

- cording as the nature of the country, ‘and the fate
of lits agriculture,” happen to render the feeding of

hogs 'tmore or lefs expenfive than' that of other

~ eattle. In France, according to Mr. Buffon, the

price of pork js ‘neatly equal to that of beef. « In
‘moft! patts of Grcat Britain it is at prcﬁem fome-
what higher. ,

- Tux great rife in the price both of hogs 1nd
pou}try has in Great Britain been frequently im-
puted to the diminution of the number of  cot-
tagers  and other frmall occuplcrs of land; ' an
event which has in every part’ of Europe been
the immediate forerunner of improvement and
beteer cultivation, ' but which at the fame time
may have coutributed  to raife the price of thofe
drticles, both fomewhat fooner - and formewhat
fafter thanit would otherwife have sifen. | Ag the
Gt fi pooreit

s rﬁ}e&cd by --

"‘ms fort of b&tchers meat ‘comes to |

‘demand  rifes Beyond what this.

e ———— e o



' m*thcmt aﬂy ex

.. the ww& g
mr'nmaniy. naintain a few poultry, or
a fow and a'few pigs, at, wery, dittle. Thq;- little
oftals  of rhew s table, ‘theie whey, ﬂ{imn?;gd'

milk and butter-milk, fupply thofe animals with

. apart of their ooy and: they find the reft in the

nmghbouruw felds: without domg any. fen[zblf; i
damuge to ary bedy. - By diminitbing the Aum-

- bee of thofe fmall oceupiers, therefore, the gquan-

tiey of this fore. of provifions which is thus pro.
duced ar little or no expence, muft carramlv have
been a good deal diminithed, and their pncc ouft

confequently have been raifed both fooner and |

fafter than it would otherwlﬁ, have rlf'en Soqncr :
or later, - however, in the pro,grc{é of. xmprme-'
ment, it mu& at any rate have nfen to the utmoft
helght of which it is vapable of rifing ; or to the

price which pays the labour and, expence of culti-.

vating  the land which- furnifhes them with food as.
well as. thcfe are pa:d upon the p‘rcater patt of other
cultwatcd land.
i 0t huﬁnefs uf the dazry, like the fcedmg of
hogs and, poultry, is originally carried on s a
fave-all.  The cattle neceffarily kept: ypon  the
farm, pr oduce more milk than either the rearing
of their own young, or the confumption of  the
farmer’s family requires; and they produce moft
at one particular feafon.  But of all the produc~
tions of land; milk is perhaps the moft ‘perifh-
able.  “In the warm’ feafon, when it is moft
abundant, it \will fearce keep four-and-twenty
hours.!  The farmer, by making it into frefh
: : Aan butter,
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‘B0 0 K butter, ftores a fmall part of it for a weel s hy
n...-w...:makmg it into falt butter, for a year; and by

4

making it into cheefe, he ftores 2 much greater
part of it for feveral years,  Part of all thefe is
referved for the ufe of  his own family. = The reft
goes to market, in order to find the beft price
which is to be had, and which can fcarce be {o
low as to difcourage him from fending thither

‘whatever is over and above the ufe of his own

family, If ‘ic'is very low, indeed, he will be
likely to manage his dairy in a very flovenly and

~dirty manner, and will fearce perhaps think it

worth while to have a particular room or building
on purpofe for it, but will fuffer the bufinefs to be
carried on amidft the fmoke, filch, and naftinefs
of his own kitchens as was the cale of almoit
all the farmers ' dairies in Scotland thirty or
forty years ago, and as is the cafe of many of
them ftill, The fame caufes which gradually
raife the price of butcher’s-meat, the increafe of
the ‘demand, ‘and, in confequence of the im-
provement of the country, the diminution of the
quantlty which can be fed at litcle or no expence,
raife, in the fame manner, that of the produce
of the dairy, of which the price naturally con-
neéts with that of butcher’ s-meat, or with the
expence  of feeding cattle. ' The increafe of
price pays for more labour, care, and cleanli-
nefs. The dairy becomes more worthy of the
farmer’s attention, and the quality of its pro-
duce grddually improves. The price at laft gers
fo high that it becomes worth while to employ
fome of the moft fertile and beft' cultivated

lands

#
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nds in feedmg cattle mt:rely {or thc [mrpoi'c of ¢ b P

the dairy s and ‘when it has got to this height, it v-w-'
cannot well go h:gher. If ir did,’ more land
would foon be tursied to this purpofe, - It feems
to have got to thls height through the grcater'
part of England, where much good land is com-

- monly employed in this manner, If you except
the . nctghbourhmd of a few confiderable towns,
it feems not yet to have got to this height any-
where in Scotland, where common farmers feldom

. employ much good land in raffing food for cattle,
merely for the purpofe of the dainy. = The price
of the produce, though it has rifen very confis
derably within thefe few years, is probably ftill
too low to admit of it.  The inferiority of the
quality, indeed, compared with that of the pro-
duce of Englifh dairies, is fully equal to that of
the price. But this inferiority of quality is, per~
haps, rather the effect of this lownels of price
than the caufe of it. = Though the quality was
much better, the greater part of what is brought
to market could not, I apprehend, in the prefent
circumftances of the country, be difpofed of at a
much better price; and the prefent price, it is
probable, - would not pay the expence of the land
and labour neceffary for producing a much betrer
quality. Through the greater part of England,
netwithitanding the (uperiority of price, the dairy
is not reckoned a more profitable employment
of land than the raiﬁng of corn, or the fattening
of cattle, the two great objects of agriculture,
Through the greater part of Scotland, therefore,
it cannot yet be even {o profitable,

Aa g The



_-_qnge th@ pm: fis evcry prc:duce, Wh'tch human
Jindoftryfis obliged to!raife upon them, has got
{o high as to pay for the expence of | complcte ‘
Improvement. and cultivation. In order to do’
this; the price of: each pamcu]ar produce muft
i) fuﬂicmns, £irlty to pay the rent of good corn-
land, asicis that which regulates the rent of the
 greater part of other cultivated land; and fe-
 condly, to pay . the labour ‘and. expence of the
farmer, as well as’ t:hey are cominonly paid vpon
good corn-land ; or, in other words, to replace
' with the em.imary profits the ftock which heem-
ploys: about it.. This rife in the price of each
..pnrucular produce, muft evidently be previous
: t’O ‘the tmpravcmmt ‘and | cu}twau\m of the land
which is deftined for raifing it. ~ Gain is the end
of all improvement, and nothlhg could deferve
that name of which lofs was to be the neceffary
_mnfﬂqucnce, ' But lofs muft be the necei]'ary
coufequcnce ‘of improving land for the fake of a
produge of: which' the | price could never bring
back the expences L the complete improvement
and cui:wanon of the country be, as it moft cer
tainly, 18, “the greate[’c of all public advantages,
this fife in the price of all thole different ' fores
Lof rude prodme, inftead of being ' confidered as
a public calamity, ought t be regarded as the
necelfury forerunner and attendant crf thf: crrcaaeﬂ:
of all public advantages.
‘Tis" rife too' in: the nominal or money przfc
of all thofe different IOYta of ‘rude produce has
4 becn




value uf ﬁher, huz 2
'They have; bacam 01_:h not ﬂnly____,___
quantity of ifilver, but a greater quanmty af Ia- .
‘bour and fubﬁﬂ:ence than before,  As it cm{t,sa.
greater  quantity of labour and fubﬁ{’tcnce Lo U
bring them to rmrkt:t, {o when thcy are broughe
chichery they reprcfcnt; or are equwalem‘. taa
-grcater quanuty i .

‘f }m-d Sar!. _

Tr—rr thxrd and !aﬂ: fort of mde pmduce, of
which the ' prtcc narural]y tifes in the progrels of
improvement, s that in whmh the  efficacy - qf
human mdu{try, n augmentmg the quantity, is
either limited or uncertain: ' Though the. real
price of this fort of rode prodoce, theref'ore, na-

tura]ly tends' to rife in the progrefs of i improve-

ment, yet, according as different accidents hap-
'pen to render the efforts of human induftry more
of lefs fuccefsful in augmenting the quantity, it
moay happen fometimes even to fall, fometimes
to continue the fame in very different periods of
1mprovcmcnt, and - fometimes to rife more or Ief's
in the fame period, i :

 Tuens are fome forts of rude pi?odﬁcq’ which
nature has rendered a kind of appendages to
other forts ; - fo. that' the 'quantity of the one
which any country can afford, is neceffarily li-
mited by that of the other. " The quantity of
woal ot of raw hides, for example, which any
i Aa 4 country

i L




i THE NAT‘URE AND CAU::ES or : @L

K country can afford, is neccﬂ'mly limited by the

| R number of great and fmall cattle that are kept

i in it, ' ‘The ftate of its :mprovement, and the

B nature of its agriculture, again ncce{far;)y deter-

raine this number,

I i " Tue fame caufes, which, in the plogrcfs of

: improvement, gradually raife the price of but-

K cher's-meat, fhould have the fame effec, it may

| 0 be thought, upon the prices of wool and raw

i/ hides, and raife them too nearly in the fame pro-

‘ 4 ‘portion. It probably would be fo, if in therude
beginnings of improvement the market for the
Jatter commodities was confined: within as narrow

bounds as that {or the former. But the extent of
their relpeétive markets is commonly extremcly

i different.

bl Tue market for butcher’s-meat is almoﬂ every-

where confined to the country which produces it.

- Ireland, and fome part of Britith Awmerica in-
deed, carry on a confiderable trade in fale pro-
| vifions ; but they are, I believe, the only countries
in the comimercial world which do fo, or which
export to other countries any confiderable part of
their butcher’s-meat,

THF. ;narkct for wool and raw hides, on the
ry,'is in the rude beginniags of improve-.

ment very feldom confined to the country which

produces thém. ~ They can eafily be tranfported

to diftant countries, wool without any prepara-

tion, and raw hides with very little; and as they
are the materials of many manufadtures, the in-
duftry of other copntries may occafion a demand

: j for
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for them, though that of the country whmh pro- i Sl
duces thern might not occafion any. « .,_,...,.._, )

In countries ill cultivated, and therefore but |
thinly inhabited, the price of the wool and the
hide bears always a much greater proportion to
that of the whole beaft, than in countries where,
improvement and population being further ads
vanced, there is more demand for butcher’ss
meat.  Mr. Hume obferves, that in the Saxon
times, the fleece was eftimated at two-fifths of
the value of the whole fheep, and that this was
much above the proportion of its prefent eftima-
tion. ' In fome provinces of Spain, I have been
affured, the fheep is frequently killed merely for
the fake of the fleece and the tallow, The care
cafe is often left to rot upon the ground, or to
be devoured by beatts and birds of prey. ' If this
fometimes happens even in Spain, it happens
altoft conftantly in Chili, at Buenos-Ayres; and
in many other parts of Spanilh America, where
the horned cattle are almoft conftantly killed
merely for the fake of the hide and the tallow.
This ‘too ufed to happen almoft conftantly in
Hifr siola, while it was infefted by the Buce
cancers, and before the fettlement, improvement,
and populoufnefs of the French plantations (whick
now extend round the coaft of almoft the whole
weftern half of the ifland) had given fome value
to the cattle of the Spaniards, who {till continue
to pofiefs, not only the eaftern part of  the coaft,
“hut the whole inland and mountainous part of
the country,

TroveH



 mily rifes,nyet the price: iof the' carcafle is likely'to
be much more affefted by this rife than thav of
«the wool and the hide.  The mmarket for the cars
caley being in the rude’: ftate of fociety confined i
_always:to.the, country which produces. ity mulky
. neceflirily be extended in proportion to the ime
provement and population of thar country, | Bur.
thet for the wool and the hides even of a

 the marker
 barbarous country often extending to the whole

- commercial ‘world, it ‘can very feldom be en-

Jarged in. the fame proportian, . The flate of the
. whole commercial world can feldom be much
affeled by the improvement of any particular
country s and the market for fuch commodities
may remain the fime, ov veny nearly:the. fame,
after {uch improyements, as before, . It thould,
however, in_ the natural gourle. of things rather
‘upon the whole be fomewhat extended in confe.
Quenee of them. . If the manufactuies, efpecially,
of which thofe commodities are the materials, |

. fhould ever come to- Rourifh i the country, the

- moarket, though it might not be much enlarged,,
would :at leall be browght much pearer to. ghe
place o wih than before; and the. price’ of
thofe materials might at lealt-be increafed by what
had ufually been the expence of traniportitig them.
to diftant countries, " Though it mi ght not. rife
therélore in-the fame proparrion as that, of but--
eher’ssmeat, it ought naturdlly to rife Hfomewhat,
and it ovghe certainly nottofall, o

Fl
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price of Englifh wool has fullen very confiderably
firice the time of Edward 111, | There are. many

: 'lts‘ wool’rcn m*tnut'aéture, them

authentic ' records which! demonftrate thae durmg_

the reign of that prince (tewards the middle of
the fourteenth century, or about 13 39) what was.
reckoned 'the mioderate 1and reafonable price of
the tod ot twenty-eight puunds of Englith wool,

“was not lefs than ten fhillings of the money of
 thofe times®, contalmng, at the rate of twenity-
pence the ounce, fix ounces of filver Tower-
weight, equal to about ‘thirty i}nllmgs of our
prefent money.  In the prei"cnl: times, one-and-
twenty fhillings the tod may be reckomd a good
price for very goou Englith wool.  The money-
_ price’ of wool, therefme, ‘in the time of Ed-,
ward 111, was to its money- price in the prefcnc
times as ten to feven,  The fuperiority of its
real price was flill greater. At the rate of fix
'{hllhngs and eight-pence the quarter, ten thil-

lings was in thole _ancient times. the pr:cc L

twelve bufhcls of wheac. At the rate of tWenty-
‘eight ﬁnlhngs the' quarter, one-and- twenty thil-
lings. is xrl_m__,the prefent times the price of fix
_hufhcls only ' The propout'on between 'the real
pnces of anc:cnt and modem tlmcs, theref'orc,
s as twelve to fix, or as two to one. In thofe
ancient times' a tod ‘of wool would have pur-
chafed twice the quantity of (ubfiftence which it -
- will purchale at prefent; and c0nfequcntly twice,
#* S{.\, Sm,ttl:a Mcmm:s of Wool,, vol i, €. §, 6, and, ;,

#j.fo‘, voli 11, ¢, 176
the
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> K'the quantity of labour, if the real recompence of
Mgyt fabOUE Dad been the fame | in both periods. -

Wik v degradation both in tht! real and nomi-
i nal value of wool, could never have happened
in confequence of the natural courfe of things.
it has accordingly been the effet of violence and
artifice:  Firft, of the abfolute prohibition of
exporting wool from England* Secondly, of the
; permifiion of importing it from Spain duty free:

L Thirdly, of the prohibition of exporting it from.

-} Ireland to any other country but England.  In

it confequence of thefe regulations, the market for
Enghﬂ) wool, inftead of being fomewhat extended

-~ in confequcncc of the improvement of England,
has been confined to the home market, where
the wool of feveral other countries is allowed
to come into competition with it, and where
that of Ireland is forced into competition with
it. As the woollen manufactures too of Ireland
are fully as much difcouraged as is confiftent
with juftice and fair dealing, the Irith can work
up but a fmall pare of their own wool ar home,
and are, therefore, obliged to fend a greater pro-
portion of it to Great Britain, the only market
they are allowed. '

"1 mavE not been able to find any fuch authentic

records concerning the price of raw hides in an-

cient times,  Wool was commonly paid as a

fublidy to the king, and its valuation in thac fub-
fidy afcertains, at-Jealt in fome degree, what was
its ordinary price. But this feems not to have
been the cafe with raw hides, = Fleetwood, how-
ever, from an account in 1424, between the prior

‘_ : . of
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) of Burcef’cer Oxford and one of his canons, gives® H H i
us their price, at leaft as it was fated, uponw....;
that particular occaﬁon; viz, five ox hides at
twelve thillings ; five. cow hides at feven fhllhngs
‘and three-pence s thicty-fix fheep fkins of two
years old ac nine fhillings 5 fixteen calf fkins
ar two fhillings.  ln 1425, twelve ﬂnlhngs con-
tained about the fame quantity of filver as four.
‘and-twenty thillings of our prefent money.  An
ox hide, therefore, was in this account valued at
the fime quantity of filver as 4s $ths of our
‘prefent money.  Its nominal price was a good
deal lower than at preﬁ:nt. But at the rate of
5.4 ﬂnlhngs and ‘ctght-pence the quarter, twelve
fhillings would in thofe times have purchafed -
fourteen  bufhels and foursfifths of a bufhel of
wheat, which, at three and fix-pence the bufhel,
would in the prefent times coft s1s. 44.  An ox
hide, therefore, would in thofe times have pur-
«chafed as much corn as ten thillings and three-
pence would purchafe at prefent,  Its real value
was equal to ten thillings and three- pence of our
~prefent money.  In “thofe ancieat times when
the cattle were half ftarved during the greater
part of the ‘winter, we cannot fuppofe that they
were of a very large fize. An ox hide which
weighs four {tone of fixteen pounds of averdupois,
is not'in the prefent times reckoned a bad one;
~and in thofe ancient times would probably have
been reckoned a very good one. Buc at half a.
crown' the ftone, which at this moment (Fe-
bruary 1773) T underftand to be the common
price, fuch a hlde would ‘at_prefent coft only ten
3 fhillings,

|
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fhdlmbsf. Though its. nominal prxcc, therefbrc,_

~ is higher.in the prefent thdn it was in thofe ancient
| times, its real price, the .real quamrty of fub-.'_

fiftence which /it will purchaﬁ: or command, is
rather fomewhat lower. The price of cow hides,
as fated in the above account, is nearly in the
common proportion to that of . ox hides. That of
theep fkins is agood deal above it They had
probably. bccn {old with che wool. | ‘T'hat of calves

fkins, on the contrary, is gaeatly bf.uuw' T O
i

"_éaiveq;' whlc’n are hot 1 I
order to Iceep up the flock, are generally killed .
Very young ;. ds was ‘the cafe in Scorland twenty or

untries where the price of cattle is very

W‘,‘ dw i
nrended to be reared in

thutyyears 2go, It faves. the milk,, which their

| pnce would not pay fur. " Their fklns, thcrcfmc,

are commonly good for Tittle, _

Tz price. of raw. hides isa oeod dea! lower
aL jprefenc. than it was a few years ago; owing
probably to. the taking off the duty upon feal
fkins, ‘and to the. allowmg, for a limited time,
the zmportatmn of raw hides from Ireland and |
ﬁpm the plantations duty free, which was done

-in 1769 Take the whole of the prefent century

at an avemgc, ‘theie real  price has probably

Lieen fomcwhat hnghez ¢han it was in thofe ap-.

cient tzmes “Ehe. ‘nature of the commod;zy
renders it ot quite fo proper for bmng tran{- -
ported ‘to diftant markets as wool, .. It fuffers

. more by keeping, A falted hide is reckoned

inferior to a frefh one, and {ells for a lower price,
T his cxrcum{’fancc muft neceflarily have fome
tmdcncy to fink the price of raw h;dcs produced

2 in



| a0, fink ¢ ¢ir. prgcq
quus, and ro 'raxié 0 an, 1mproved and na
'fa&urmg weountry. Ie, 7e, had, fom
ldfmcy therefore to ﬁnk it in. anmert,

e in {mﬂdern (times. Our tannes beﬁ',es hgwc
rmt becgl qmtq {o fuccefshl «s uur clothae*rs, m

f :“tﬁexr xm- -

' "been fub-

tions (fm‘ the hrmfed time of hvc ycar° only), yet
: Ircland hns not bcen cOnnned to the market TJf

_ i among thc cnurnerated com.
A modmes whu:h the plantatmns can fend fo- where
bu: 10 the mother cr:su either “hag the c:-ma

- merce, of Ireland been '_thls Cch nppr‘.ﬂ’cd
hu:herto, in arde_r 6] fquort chc manufa&..:rﬁ
Of Great Bnta.m. :

W HATEVER rcgulanons tend to fink the prxca B

c1ther of WQol or: of ran huics below ‘what it

.,natuully would be, muf in 4n 1mpr0ved and
cultivared

Ll T T s it o i e e e iy

=S
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sl il ‘cultivated country, have fome tendency to raife
by the price of butcher’s-meat. - The price both of

the great and fimall cattle, which are fed on im=
proved and culcivated land, muft be fufficient to
pay the rent which the landlord, and the profic
which the farmer has reafon to expe@ from im-
proved and cultivated land. If it is not, they
wdl foon ceafe to feed them. Whatever part of
this price, therefore, is not paid by the wool
and the hide, mult be paid by the carcafe. The
lefs there is paid for the one, the more muft be
paid for the other. In what manner this price
is to be divided upon the different parts of the
beaft, is indifferent to the landlords and farmers,
provided it is all paid torehem.  In an improved
and cultivated country, therefore, their intereft as
landlords and farmers cannot be much affected
by fuch regulations, though  their intereft as
confumers may, by the rife in the price of pro-
vifions. It would be quite otherwife, however,
~in an unimproved and uncultivated country,
whete the greater part of the lands could be
applied to no other purpofe but the feeding of
cartle, and where the wool and the hide made
the. principal part of the value of thofe cattle,
Their intereft as landlords and farmers would in
this cafe be very deeply affected by fuch regula-
tions, and their intereft as confumers very little.
The fall in the price of the wool and the hide,
would not in this cafe raife the price of the car-
cafe ; becaufe the greater part of the lands of the
country being applicable to no other purpofe
~ but the feeding of cattle, the fame number would

fill
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'fhll.- conttmm to be feeL The fqme quann:y af g Hs b

; _'burcher s*me.u: wn‘uld Pall come to market. Thqw

demand for it would be no greater than bchrc._l
Lts price, therefore, would be the fame as bes.

fore.  The whole price of cattle would fall, and

along with it both the rent and the profit of all
thofe  lands of which' eattle was the principal
produce, that is, of the gireater part ‘of the lands’
of . the country The perpetusl probibition of
the exportation of wool, which is commonly, but.

very falfely  afcribed  to. Edward III, would,
in the then circumftances of che country, have

been the moft deftrudtive reg,ulauon which, could

. well have been thought of. - It would not only

‘have reduced the aGual value of the greater parg:
of thc lands of the l«ungdom, but by rcducmg the

price of the moft i important fpecies of fiall cattle,

it would have retarded very mueh its iubfcquent'

lmprovemcn Fe

Tur wool of 1Scodand fell  very conﬁderably_".

in its price in confequence of the union  with
E ngland by which it was excluded from  the
gieat markct of Europe, and confined to the

narrow one. of Great Britian. The value of the.

greater part. of the lands in the fouthern counties

of Scotland, -which are chiefly a fheep country,

would have been very deeply affeted by this
~event, had not the rife in the price of butcher’s-
meat fully comptnfated the fall in the price of
wool, et i -
As the efficacy of human mdu&rv, in ine
f_crcaﬁng the quantity either of wool or of raw
hides; 1s limited, {o far as it ‘depends upon the

Vou, 1. it Hb produce
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o “ o " producc oF the country where it is exertcd fo it
‘—"V""-‘IS uncertain fo far as it depends upon the pro~

duce of other countries. It fo far depends, not
fo much upon the quant;ty which they produce,
as upon ' thit which they do ner  manufacture 3
and upon the reﬁ:ramtq which they may or may
not think proper to impofe upon the cxportatmn :
of this fort of rude produce. Thefe circurn-
 flances, as they are altogether independent  of
‘domeftic induftry, fo they neccﬂ’an]}r render’ the
efﬁcacy of its efforts more or lefs uncertain, In
multiplying this fore of rude producc, rhcref'ore,
the efficacy of human induftry i is not nnlv ltmlted '
but uncertain, :

In multiplying another very xmportant fort of
rude pruducc, the quantity of fifth that is broughe -

to market, it is likewife both hmlted and wvn-

certain. 1t is limited by the loc'il fitvation ' of
the country, by the proximity or diftance of its
 different provinces from the fea, by the number
of its lakes and rivers, and by what may be
called the feruhay or barrennels  of thofe feas,
lakes, and rivers, as to this fore of rude produce,
As populamn lnCnCaﬁfS, as the annual producc
of the land and labour of the country grows
grearer and greater, there come to' be more
buyers of fith, and thofe buyers too have a
_greater quantity and variety of other goocls, or,
wh»\t is the fame thing, the price of a greater
quant}tf and varicty of other goods, to buy with,
Bat it will generally be 1mpoﬂ‘b}c to f'uPply the
great and extended marker without employing a
‘quantity of Jabour greater than in proportion to

what
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What had been 1equ1[' te f'or f'upplymg the nal‘mw o {1( A ?‘;_
. and' confined one, market w}nch {r"mm re.‘ g

_qwrm& (m!y one thoufand comes' to reqmrei_--
annually ten thoufand ton of fith, can feldom be !
fupplied without. employmg more. than ten times
the 'quantity of }abour which Tad bﬂrore been
fuficient to Iupply it, /' The fifh muft genemlly-j
be fought for at a greater diftance, larger veflels
muft  be unplovcd and more  extenfive ‘'ma-
-- chmery of every kind made 'ufe of ‘The ‘real
pnce of this (.ommodxt}, thcreﬁ)"c, narurally rifes
in the pmgrei's of improvement. It has ac-
cordingly | done fo, I bchcvc, more or lefs in
every country,

Trovai the fuccefs of apamCU]ar day $ ﬁfhmg A
'may be avery uncermm matter, yet, the ]ocal
fitnation of the country bemg fappoled, the ge-
neral efficacy, of induftry in bringing a certain
quantity of filh to muarket, taking the courfe
of .a year, or of feveral years rogether, it rmy
pethaps be ‘thought, s certain enough; and it,
ho doubt, is fo. As it depcnds more, how-
ever, upon the local ﬁtuatlon of the . country,
than upon the ftate of its wealth and induftry;
as, upon this account it may in different countries
be the fame in very different periods of i xmprove
ment, and very different in the fame perwd, its
connection  with the  ftare/of improvement is un='
ccrtam, and it is of this fort of uncertai nty. thatl
I am here fpcacmg i

In increafing the quantity of the different mi-
ferals and tnetals which are drawn from the’
bowels of the czrrh, that of the more precious

" Bba ones
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Bl -:. il '0-; 8 one; par,ncu]arly, the ef'ﬁcacy of human mdu{h}-
W....zfccms not to. bc hmncd but m bc a]mgcthct'

unccrtam. ._
 Tug quantlty of the prec:lous metals whlch is
to be found in any country is not Nimited by any
thing in its local fituation, fuch as the fertilicy
or barrennefs of i its own mines. Thofe metals
frcqucntly abound In countries ‘which poﬁ"cfs no
-mines.  'Their quantlty in every partmular coun-
try feems to depend upon two different circum~
{tances ; ﬁrﬂ; upon its power of purchafing, upon
the Rate of its induftry, upon the annual produce-
of its land and labour, in coﬁﬁ:quencc of which
it can afford to employ a greater or a fmaller quan-
tity of labour and {ubfiftence in bringing or pur-
| chaﬁng fuch ﬁlpCl ﬂumes as gold and hlver, either
from its own mines or fmm thofe of other coun-
tries ;. and, fecondly, upon, the fertility or bar-
rennefs of the mines which may happen at any
- particular time to fupply the commercial world
~with thofe metals.  The quantity of thofe metaly
in the countries moft remote from the inines,
muft be more or lefs affected by this fertility or
‘barrennefs, on account of the cafy and cheap
tranfportation of thofe merals, of their fmall bulk
and great value. Their quantity in China and
Indoftan muft have been more or lefs affected by
 the abundance of the mines of Amcnca. _

8o far as their quantity in any particular coun-
try depends wpon the former of thofe tWO cir-
cumftances (the power of pur chaling), their real
price, like that of all other luxuries and fupera
flyities, is likely to rife with the wealth o1d i~

2 : provement
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S provenent of the counry, and’ to fall with jsC AP,
. poverty and depreffion.  Countries which have 3 wwmimd’
 great guantity of labour and fubfiftence to fpate, |
can  afford to purchafe any particular quantity of
thofe mecals at the expence of a greater quantity
~ of labour and fubfiftence, than countries which
have lefs to fpare. it s Sn O
- So far as eheir quantity in any particular coun-
try. depends upon the latter of thofe two circum-
ftances (the fertility or barrennefs of the minés
hich happen to fupply the commercial world)
their real price, the real quantity of labour and
fubfiftence which they will purchafe or exchange
for, will, no doubt, fink more or lefs in propor-
ton to the fertility, and rife in proportion to the
barrennefs of thofe mines, 00
 THe fertility or barrennefs of the mines, how-
ever, which may happen at any particular time
to fupply the commercial world, is a circums
ftance which, it is evident, may have no fort of
connection with the frate of induftry in a parti- *
cular, r;:_dimtfy. It feems even to have no very
neceflary conneétion with that of the world in
general.  As arts and commeice, indeed, gra-
duoally fpread themfelves over a greater and a
greater pare of the earth, ‘the fearch for new
imines, beipg extended over a wider furface,
may have fomewhat a ‘beteer chance for being
fuccefsful, than when confined within narrower
bounds, The difcovery ' of new mines, however,
as the old ones come to be gradually exhaufted,
is a marcer-of the greatefl uncertainty, and fuch
a5 no human fkill or induftry can enfure, All
Bbj . india
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uu:l:cammis, it is acknowledgud dre dqubtful
'_apd ‘the a&uai dfc very and fuce S'ftll workmg: '
- of anew "rriim_ can alone afcgrtam t'he reality of
7 its valu&, or even of its mx'&encc In this fearch
there feem to be no certain. limity cither to the
po(ﬁble iuccef’s, or o the, pofiible dihppmnt- _
ment of human mduﬁry In the rom(e [ Ve
| tentury or two, it is pufﬁoia, that ncw inines may
_ _be dl!covercd inore . ferdle than any that Have
i .__an,'and m:s ]uﬂ: eqw)ly pof~- |
: hit :he"ma&_l_f‘erw o :

Whether the one or thc other of thofe tw_,-, jent
: maiy lmppcn to take place, is 'of very litele 1m-,

; portance to the real wealth and profperity of the
world, to the real value of the annual l.')rOdL!L(.

' of rhe and and labour of mankind, | Its no-
Ly -rmnai va]ue, the quantity of gold and flver: by
" which: thls annual pro;iuce could be exprcﬂ'cd or

i f«?-rcprafentéd, would o doubt, be vcry dlﬂ"ermt,_
. but its real value, the rca! quantity of labour
'whlch it tcmld purchaﬁ, or command, would be
prec:fely the ﬂtms. A hilling might in the one

cafe raprefent no more labour than a penny does

-at prefcnc, and a pcnnv in the ather might re-
:prefcnt as much as 4 thil ling does now.' But in

the ope cafe he who had a thilling in his pocker,

wauld be no richer than he wiio has a penny at

prefent; ‘and in the other he who had'a penny

‘would be jult as rich as he who has a fhilling’

‘pow, i L he cheapnefs ‘and abundsnce of gold

bl amf ﬁiver plate, would be the fole advantage

: " which




pefﬂumcs r:h" onlyi "mconvemency Jt‘t‘
-Froxn the ozhc A |

Cw:dqf Ton rsf taiw D:gr@ﬁm ca:zae; nwg tlm I rmz:am
: Lan ::Ese Value af S:fv;,r AL e

Tnz grcatur part oF' the writebs vuth havc col-_
le&ed the rnom:‘sr prl(‘ﬁ‘i of things in ancignt
times, fcem to haye, coniidered the low money
'pr:ce of corn, and of onods in gcncral or, m'
' -"or.hcr wordq, the lngh val-le of gold. and . fiver,
as a proof, ot only of the ftarcity of thofe mgtals,
but of the poverty and barbarifm of the country
at the time when it took place. . This notion is
conne&ed with. the fy(l-cm of polmcal Qecopomy.
whxch rcplefcms national '\ wealth  as conﬁ(hng
0, the abundance; and national poverty. in. the
fé:'ar'ci'ty, u«f gold 'md" ﬁlvu; a fv{’cem which I {hall
-m tha fourth book of this enqmry. I fhall oniy»
'_abfervc; at prefent, thac the high value of the
precious mf:tals can be no proaf of the poverty
or. barbarifim of any. pamcular country at, the
time when it took place. It is a proof ‘only of
"the, barrcnﬂefs of the mines which. happened  at
that time 1o ﬁ}pply the commercial world. A
poor country, as it cannet afford to buy more,
fo it can as little afford to pay dearer for gold
and filyer than a rich one; and the value of thofe
metals, therefore, is not likely to be hlg_her in
the former than in the latrer. . In China; 2 coun~
_ i : iy
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*”.“ try ‘much m:her than any parr ‘of Eumpe, the

~ value of the precious metals is much higher than
in 4ny part of Europe.  As the wealth of Furope,
indeed, has. increafed greatly fince the difcovery
of the mines of America, fo the value of gold |
‘and filver has gradualiy diminifhed, | This di~
‘minution of their value, however, has not been
owing to the increafe of the real wealth of Eu-

. rope, of the annual produce of its land and la-
bour, ' but to ‘the . accxdentzl alt‘covt-ry of more
gbunddnt mines than any that were known be..
fove. The increafe of the quanticy of gold and
ﬁlvet‘ in Europe, and the increafe of its ‘'manu-
factures and agriculture, are two évents' which,
though they have happened nearly about the
famc time, yet have arifén from wery different
caufes, and have fcarce any natural connetion

- with ane another. The one has arifen from a
mere accident, in whlch neither prudence nor
policy either had or could have any fhare: the
other from the fall of the fguda} fyftem, and from

.the eftablithment of a government which afforded .

" to induftry the only encouragement which It

reqmrcs, fome . tolerable fecurity that ‘it fhall

enjoy the fruits of its own ‘labour.  Poland,
where the feudal fyftem fill continues to take
place, is at this day as beggarly a countty asic
was  before  the difcovery of Auerica.® The
money price of corn, however, has rifen’; the

‘real wvalue of the precious metals has fallen in

Poland, in the fame manner as in other parts of

Europe. ‘Their quantity, therefore, muft have

increafed there as in other places, and nearly in
the
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~land and labour. Tlhis increafe of the quarmcy M
. of thofe metals, hnwever, has not, it feems,; in<

creafed that annual  produce, has neither ipi-

‘country, nor mended the circumftances of its

inhabitants.  Spain and Portugal, * the countries.

which/ poffefs the ‘mines, are, after Poland, per=
haps; the two molft beggrar!y countries in Eurdpe.
The value of the precious metals, however; muft
be lower in Spain and Portugal than in any other
part of Burope; as they come from thofi couns
tries to all other parts of Europe, loaded, not
only with a freight and an infurance, but with
the expence of fmuggling, their cxportation being

either prohlbltﬂd or fubjected to a duty. In

proportion to the annual produce of the Yand
and labour, therefore, their quantxty muft be
greater in thofe countsdies than in any other part

of Europe; thofe countr ies, however, are poorer

than the greater parc of Europe. Though the
feudal fyﬁ:em has been abolithed in Spain and

' Portugal, it has not been {ucccedcd by a much_

better, ¢
As the Tow value of gold and filvér, therefure,

i no proof of the wealth and fourithing ftate of’_ "

the country whcre ic takes place ; fo neither is

" their h1gh value, or the low money price eithér of

goods in general, or of corn in particular, any
‘proof of its poverty and barbarifm,

Bur though the low money price either of .

goods in general or of corn in part:cuhr, be no
proof of the poverty or barbarifm of the' times,
the



W mancy;'. puqt afl_fnme partmular forts-._!. !
_ , fuch_._as,_;_-at' ponltryy game of all kinds,
-"--&cc. In . proportion to that of corny is a moﬂ; de-

czﬁw:.anc. Ir cleary dcmon&razes, Gl thclr il
. great abundancc it proportion to that of | corn,
“and confequently. the. great extent of the. land
~ which they ocnuptcd in proportion. to what was
Qccuplcd by mm, ahd fceondly, the low valuc

atf:r part of the Jand«;
, [0 hes cleart dcmonf’cmm that the
flock and pop,u._amon of the country did nog bear
the fame propoition to the extent of its territory,
whxch they wmmonly do 'in mvahztzd countrles,'
aml that fucmty was, ae that dme, ‘and in thac
Cmmtry, but in xt‘; mfa.ncy From the high or
Jow. ‘money price either of goods in_ generaly or
of cor jn partioular, we can infer only that the
moines Wthh at that time ?mppened to i'upply the
commcrclal world wrth gold and Alver, were fers
tsle or barrcn, ; 'that the country was rich or
poor, But from the 1gh or low money price of
fomc forts of goods in proportion to that of others,
wc can infer, wich a degree of pmbablilry thit ap-
“aproaches’ almolt to certainty, that it was' rich or
‘poor, 'hat the greater part of its lands ywere im.
proved or' unimproved, and that it was either in 2
‘more or lefs barbarous ﬁare, or in a more Or lcfs.
civilized one, :
Any rife in ‘the money price of gnads which
procecded 1!t(}gether from the degradation of the |
valuc oF Iiivcr, would a&‘e& all forts of goods
- equally,
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quaﬂy, and, raife thcrr price unwerfa]iy a mzrd, C .f;cl"l P.L
‘or a fourth, or a, fifth part hsghcr, d(:x.o.dlrg 43 e

ﬁlvcr happemd to lofe a third, or a fou:th o0 a
fifth part of its former value.  But the rife in the
_price of provifions, which has been the fub_]et.‘i; of
fo. much reafomnb and . converfation, does  not
affect all forts of prcv:ﬁc}ns equally. Takmg the.
courfe of  the pre{ent century at an average, the
price of corm, it is acknowledged, even by thofe
who, account for this rife by the degradation of
the value of 'Glver, has iifen much lefs than
that of fome other forts of provifions.  The rife
in the price of thofe other forts of provifions,
therefore, cannot be owing altogether toithe de-
gradation of | the value of filver. Some other’
caufes muft be taken into the. account, and thofe
which have been above afﬁgped will, perhaps,
without having recourft to the fuppofed degra~
dation of the value of fi lver, fufficiently explain
~ehis rife in thofe particular forts of provifions
of which the price has a&ually tifen in pmpo;tmn
to that afcom. ;
As to the price of corn itfelf, it has, during
tﬁc fixty-four firft years of the prcfcnt century; |
and before the late extraordinary courfc of bad
. feafons, been fomewhat lower than it was during
the fixty-four laft years of the precedwrr century.
'Thls fact is attefted, not only by the accounts of
Windlor market, but by the public fars of all
the different countics of Scotland, and by the
accounts of - feveral different markets in Urancey
which have been colletted with greac diligence

and ﬁjchty b)r M. Meﬂance and by Mr, Duopré
“de
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il oK de St Maut.  The ¢vtdcncc is more complcte
i Wt}nn could well have been ex’pe&ed in a matter
'which. is naturally 1o wr; dlfﬁcu!t tO be 1fcer~_
,tamcd i
As to the hlgﬁ pucc of corn durmrr thcfe laﬂ: i
tcn or twelye years, it can be fuﬁ’luendy Al

counted for fmm the badnels of  the fcafons,'

without fuppofing any dcgradanon m the value" ,
: cf ﬁlver e .

Tae opmlon, thercfbre, that ﬁlver is ctm-
tinvally fmkmg in its value, feems not to be
founded wpon. any good obfcrvatmn&; e:ther'-_- :
upon. the prices of com, or’ upon thofe of qthcr'_'-
prawﬁons. ; : '

THe fame quantlry of ﬁiver, it may, perhaps,
bc fald _will 10 the prelent times, even accordmg
to the account which has been here given, pur~
chafe .3 much frnaller quantity  of feveral forts
of provnﬁons than it would have done during
.fpmc part of the, laﬁ' century, and to afc.ercam
whether this change be owing tp a rife in the
valpe of thofe. goods, or to a fall in the value of
filver, is_only to eftablih a vain and ufelefs dif-
tinction, which can. be of no fort of fervice to
the wman who has only a certain quantity of ﬁlvcr
to go to markee with, or a certain fized revenue
in money.. L certainly do not pictend that the
knowledge  of this diftinétion will enable him to
buy, cheaper, . It may not, however, upon that
account be altogether ulelefs.

+Jo may be of fome ule to the puahc by af-

i fordmg an eafy proot of the profpemus condition
Jof the country, If the rife in the price of fome
forts
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forts of provifions be owing altogether fo a fall ¢ Bt ¥

in the : ,V#_lﬁ.é of ﬁlver, it 15 OwWing to @ CIFCUM- byt
ftance from which nothing can be inferred bue
the fertilicy of che American mines.y The real
" wealth of the ‘country, the annual produce of its
land and labour, | may, notwithftanding. this cir-
cumftance, be either gradually declining, as in
Portugal and Poland; or gradually advancing, as
in moft other parts of Europe. Bue if this rife
in the price of fome forts of provifions be owing
to a rife in the real value of the land which pro-~
duces them, to its increafed fertility s or, ia
confequence of more extended improvement and
good cultivasion, to its having been rendered fic
for producing corn; it is. owing to a circum- '
flance. which indicates (in the cleareft maaner the

" profperous and advancing ftate of the country.
The land conftitutes by far the greate®t, the moft
important, and the’ moft durable part of the

wealth of every extenfive country. It may furely
be of fome ufe, or, at leaft, itmay give fome fa-
tisfaGtion to  the public, to have fo decilive a
‘proof of the -i'-i_u‘q:reaﬁng value of by far the greate®t,
the moft important, and the moft durable part
of its wealth. 0 Al ¥ - -

It may toa be of fome ule to the public in
regulating the pecuniary reward of fome of its
inferior fervants.  If this rife in the price of
forne fortﬁs'.of'-proviﬁﬁns':bc‘ owing to a fall in the
value of filver, their pecuniary réward, provided
it was not t0o large before, ought certainly (to
be augmented in proportion .to the extent of
this fall. If it is not avgmented, their real res ;

compence
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| B0 Kcompenc:e will evxd&nﬂy be fo. much d!rmm{hed it

L But if this rife of! price. is ‘owing to the mcrea"cd
value, in confequence of the Jimproved fernilicy
of the Jand which produces fuch provifions, it
becomes a much nicer matter to judge either i in
what proportion any pecumary reward ought to
be augumentcd or whether it ought t6 be Aug-
mented at all. The extenfion of improvement
“and cultwatmn, as At nr:csﬂ'mly raifes more or
lefs, in proportion to the price of corn, ‘that of
every fort of janimal food, fo it as necefTarily
fowers that of, T believe, every fort of veg\.table'
fsod." It raifes the price of animal food; be-

caufe a great part of the land which produces it,
being rendered fic for producing corn, muft afl
ford to the landlord and farmer the rent and
profic of corn land. It lowers the price of vege- .
rable food becaufe, by increafing the fe:tmty of
the Jand, it increales its abundance. The im-
provements of agriculture too introduce many
forts of, vegerable food, which, ‘requiring ' lefs
bl Tand ‘and hot more labour than corn, come much -

.\ cheaper 1o marker, | Such are potatoes and maize,

- or 'what is called Indian corn, the two moft im-
portant ir'np'rmjcmen{-s_which the agric"ulfure of
Furope; pei‘haps, which Europe itfelf, has reccived

p from' the great extenfion of its commerce and na-

g vigation. -« Many forts'of vegetable food, befides,

which in the rude ftate of agriculture are con-

fined to the kirchen-garden, and raifed only by
the fpade, come in its improved ftate to be in-
troduced into common fields, and to be raifed
by the plough: fuch as turnips, carrots, . cab-
AN 9 . bages,




sre, the ca’! pncc ﬁF one pe
- food nécelfanly;_-_ i as| n
rily falls, and . it becomes. W matcer of morr
 nigety, to judge ‘how far. the rife in the one ma

be comgenfat;:d by a fall. in' the other. When '
‘the real price of butcher's-meat has. o'hce gotitol

its height (which, with reg,ard to every  forts
except, perhaps, that of | hogs ﬁefh, it/ fecms to
 have done through '3’ great part. of England
“more. than 4 century ago), any rife: which can aft
terwards” happen in chat of any other fort of ani-
. mal food, ‘cannot much affe@ the circumftances
of the. inferior ranks of people. The cireum-

o frances. ‘of the poor through a great part of Eng-

land. cannot furely, be fo. much diftrefled by any.

| nife i the price of pnultry, ‘fith, | wild-fowl, et .

enifon, as they, mualt be rehevad by the fallin |

-thatof potatoes. ) g

Iy the prefent {eafon of ﬁ.amw thie high price
"of corn. no. doubt  diftrefies the poor.  Bue in
| times of '"moderatc plenty, when corn ls at it§ or=
'dmar}r ‘oF average price, the mmral rife in the
. price of any other fort of rude produce cannot
much affeét them. They fyffer more, perhaps,
by the artificial rife which has been oceafioned by

taxes 10 the price of fome manuf; tured commos

dities ; as’ of fale, foap, leanhcu candles, . malr,
beer, fand a!e, &c o

i

Effelts ‘
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I‘I‘ is thc natural effect oF rmprovemcnt, how-
= ever, to diminith gradually the real price of
gxlmoft all manufalures.  That of the ‘manufac-
| turing workmanﬂnp dxmszha.s, pethaps, .in all
of them without exception.  In confequence of
. better machmery, of greater dexterity, and of a
more proper divifion ‘and diffribution ‘of work-
all of which are the natural effe@s of improve-
ment, a2 much fmaller quantity of labour  be~
comes requilite for executing any particular piece
of work; and though, in confequence of the
ﬂour:fhmg cncumﬁ'auccs of the fociety, the real
price of labour fhould rife very conﬁdcrdbly, yet
ythe great diminution of the quantity will gene-
rally much more than compent'ate rhe orcate{t nﬁ:-
which can happcn inthe price. . .

Tuers are, indeed, a few manuﬁt&mes, in
which the neceffury rife in the real price of the
* rude matertals will more than compenfate all the:
advantages which i upprovement can introduce into
_ the execution of the work, In carpenters and
Joiners work, and In the coarfer fort of cabinet
" work, the neceffary rife in the real price of barren
timber, in coafequence of the improvement of
land, will more than compenfate all the advan-
tagcs which can be detived from the beft machinery,
the greatell dexterity, and the moft propcr divifion
and diftribution of work.

Bur




;mtie mamr:a}s cither doc.s not nfe: at all or does«..,—w-.l

not rife very much, that of the manufaé’tmrcd com:
modity finks very. cunﬁdcmbly i
Twrs diminution of price has, in the cour(’e c‘nf’
the prcfent and preccdmg century, been moft res
markable 'in. thofe manufadtures of ‘which the
materials are the coatfer metals. A better move-
‘n:cnr of a watch, than about the middle of the -
laft century could have been boug,hc for twenty
pounds, may now perhaps be had for twenty
fhillings,  In the work of cutlers and lock{miths,
A a]i the toys which are made of the coarfer
‘metals, ‘and in all thofe goods ‘which are com-
monly known by the name. of Blmungham and
Shefeld ware, there has been, during the fame
seriod, a very great redudion of price, though
- st altogather fo great as in watch-work, Tt
“_has,' howevet, been - [uffcient to aftonith th'e
! wall{'man of every other part of Europe, who ia
| many | cafes acknuwlcdgc that they can produce,
no work,-of equal goodnefs for double, or even
for triplc thc price.. ‘Lhere are perhaps no mg-
nufaftures in which ahc divifion of labour can be
carried further; or m which the machinery em-
ployed admits of a greatcr variety of 'improve-
ments, than thofe of whi"h the mater 1als ' are the
coarfer metals, -
_In the clothing manufa&urc thcre has, du ng
the fame period,. been no fuch fenfible reduction -
of price. . The price of fuperfine cloth, 1 have
been aflured, on the contrary, has, within thele
five-and-twenty or ‘thirty years, rifen f{omewhat
Yo, Tustsn e in
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il i i!.l-l.pmpor;iqn- to its &uahty, owing, ‘it was faid,
Sy 10 4 confiderable rife in. the price of the mate-

‘rial, which' .c.nn;_f_"x_lﬁsg\_-"altﬁg;ether of jS_'paniﬂl.\?sfﬂaol‘.. :

That of the Yofk{him,_ cloth, which is made al-
together of Englith wool, is faid indeed, during

the courfe of the prefent century, to have fallen

agood deal in proportion to its quality. Qua-
lity," however, is fo very difputable a matter,

thae I look upon all information of this kind as

fomewhat uncertain.  In the clothing ‘manu-
fature, the divifion of labour is nearly the fame
Now as it was a century ago, and the machinery
employed is not very different. There may,
however, have been fome fmall improvements in
both, which may have occalioned fome reduction
of price, :

But the reduétion will appear much ‘more fen-
fible and undeniable, if we compare the price of

this manufature in the prefent times with what

it was in 4 much remoter period, towards the end
of the fificenth century, when the labour was
probably mueh lefs fubdivided, and the ma-
chinery employed much more imperfed, than it
1s at prefent. e -

In 1487, being the 4th of Henry VII. it was
enacted, that <« wholoever fhall fell by retail a
¢¢ broad yard of the fineft {carlet grained, or of
“ other grained cloth of the fineft. making,
¢ above fixteen fhillings, fhall forfeit forty (hil-
 lings for every yard fo fold.” = Sixteen hil-
lings, therefore, containing about  the fame
quantity of filver as four-and-twenty fhillings of
gur prefent money, was, at that time, reckoned

not
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;"’hﬂt zn unrea{bnab}e pru‘:e for a yard of the ﬁne
“cloth ;. and as this is 2 fﬁmptﬂmy law, fuchww
cloth, it is' probable, had ftally . been fold .
fomewhat dearer, | A guméa may be reckoned
the higheft price in the prefent times. Even
though the ' quality of the cloths, therefore,
 fhould be fuppofed equal, and that of the prefent
times is moft probably miuch fuperior, yet, even
‘upon this fuppoﬁtzon, the money price of the
fineft’ cloth appears to have been confiderably re-
‘uced fince the end of the fifteenth century,  But
its real price has been much more reduced, Six
fhillings  and enght‘-pcnce was then, and long
-1fterwards, reckoned the average price of a quar-
ter of wheat, Sixteen Ihlﬂmrrs, therefore; was
the price of two quarters and more than three .
bufhels of wheat. Valuing a quarter of wheat
in the prefent titmes at eight-and-twenty ﬂaillings,
the real price of a yard of fine cloth muft, in
thofe times, have been equal to atv leaft three
pounds fix fhillings and fixpence of our prefent
money,  The man who bought it muft have
parted with the command of a quantity of labour
and fubfitence equal to what that fum would pur-
chafe in the prcfent tines.
| Tue reducion in the real price of the coarfe
marufa&ure, though confiderable, has not been {o
great as in that of the fine.

"IN 1463, being the 3d of Edward IV. it was
enafted, that ' no fervant in hufbandry, nor
¢ common  labourer, not fervant to any artificer
b mh.iblrmg out of acity or burgh, fhall ufe or
o wear in their clothing any cloth above two

SR L fhillings
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?'-“"- i fhlllmgs the broadv'-;ff )Raart' M I, the ,}d o{-
- Edward IV two fhillings comamed very nearly
the' {ame quantity of filver as four of our prc-"

fent money, But the Yorkthire cloth, which is

now fold at four fhillings the yard, is probably
much fuperior toany that was then made for the
wearing - of the very pao:eﬂ: order of commmon

~ fervants. Ewven the money price of their clothing,
_therefore, may, in proportion to the quality, be
fomewhat ch,capcr in the prefent than ic was in

thofe ancient times, The real price is certainly

a 'good ' deal cheaper. | Ten-pence was then
reckoned what is called the moderate and  rea-

fonable price of a buthel of wheat, Two fhil.

lings, therefore,. was the price of two bufhels and

near two pecks of wheat, which 'in the pre-

fent times, at three fhillings and’ fixpence the
buthel, would be worth cighi:_ thillings and nine-
perice.  For a yard of this'cloth the poor fer-
vant muft have parted with the power of purs
chafing 4 quantity of fubfitence equal to what
eight ﬂnllmbs and mne-pt_ncc would purchale in
the prefent times. This 15 a fumptuary law tao,
reflraining  the . quury and extravagance of the
poor. T'heir ‘clothing, therefore, hacl common]y
been much morg expenfive.

Tie fame order of peopie are, by the fame
law, prohibited from wearing hofe, of which the

price fhould exceed fourteen-pence ' the pair,

equal to about eight-and-twenty pence of our
prefent money. But fourteen-pence was'in thofe
. times the price of abuthel and near two pecks of

wheat ; which, in the prefent times, ‘at thre¢ and
6 fixpence
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| fxpence the bufhel, would: coft five fhillings © KA ™
U amd pence. 'We' fhould in the  prefent o
tirdes confider this' as/ a very high price for a- S
pair of ftockings to a fervant of ‘the pooreft ‘and,
loweft order.  He muft, However, in thofe times
have paid ‘what was really equivalent to this ptice -
for them. ' f SRR SRR
I the time of Edward 1V, the art of knitting
@ockings was probably not known in any part of
Furope,  Their hof€ were made of common cloth,
_ which ‘may have been one of the caufes of theic
desrnefs. [T'he firft perfon that wore ftockings in
En‘glancb-_is’-‘-"fairj to have been ' Queen _Elizabeth."
" She received them as a prefent from the Spanifh, |
ambafiadar i S
Boru in the coarfe and in the fine woollen
 mmanufaéture, the machinery employed was much
more imperfeét in thofe ancient, than it is in the,
prefent. times. It has fince received three very
capital improvements, beflides, probably, many
{maller. ones of which it may be difficult to
| afcertain either the number or the importance. .
The three capital improvements arc : firfty The S
exchange of the rock and [piadle for the fpin-
ning-wheel, = which, with the fame quantity of
lubour, will ‘perform more than double the quan-
tity . of work. | Secondly, the ufe of feveral
very ingenious machines which, facilitate = and
abridge in a ftill greater proportion the winding
of the worfted and woollen yarn, or the proper
arrangement of the warp and woof befare they “
are put into the Joom ; an operation which, pre-
Cc3 vious
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_..._.fhave been extremely. tedious and troublcfomc,'-'
“Thirdly, the ‘employment  of the fulling mill

for thickening the cloth, infead of treading it
‘10 water. \Ie:thcr wmd not water mills of any
kind were known in Enrrland fo early as the
beginning of the fixteenth century, nor, fo far
s 1 know, in any other part of Europe north of
the Alps. “Lhey had been mtroduced mto Italy
dome time beforc. i j

‘Tae confideration of thele clrcum&ances, may, :
perbaps, in fome mealure explain to us why, the
real price both of the coarfe and of the fne ma-
nufacture, was fo much higher in thofe anment,'.
than it is in the prefenr times. It coft a greater
quantity of labour to bring the goods to muarket,
‘When they were brought thicher, therefore, they
muft have purchafed or exchanged for the prxca
of a greater quantity. HERAE

Tur coarfe mappfadture probably was, in
thole ancient times, carried on in England, i
the f{ame manner as it always has been in couns
tries where arts and manufaCtures are in their in-
Hfaney. Tt was probably a houfehold manufaéture,
in which every different part of the work was
~ occafionally. performed by ail the different mem-
bers of almoft every private family ; but {0 as to
‘be their work only when they had nothing elfe
to do, and not to be the principal bufinefs from
which any of them derived the greater part of
their fubfiftence.  The work which is performed

in this manner, it has already been oblerved,

comes




