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DISSERTATION

-co;qc:ERN'I_N.G THE |

ORIGIN anp NATURE or DESPOTISM

iw

s o T s N

NOVERNMENT derives it form' from acci~ Theetine

dent; its fpirit and genius from the inherent man-
- ners of the people.  The languor occafioned by the hot
climate of India, inclines the native to indolence and
cafe; and he thinks the evils of defpot:fm lefs fevere than
the labour of being free. Tranquillity. is the chief objedt
of hisdefires,  His happinefs confifls in a mere abfence
of mifery; and cpprt;:ﬂim’i mﬂﬁ‘ ﬁlegeneratc mnto a folly,

L,

and foil of

India,

.which defeats its own'ends before he calls it by the name | -

of injuftice.  Thefe phlecrmanc lentiments the Indian
: carries



A DI’SSERTATION o a'.!:c

carries into his future flate, He thmks it 2 mode of be-
dng, in. which: paﬁion s lofty and: every faculty of the
{foul fufpendcd, except the confcioufnefs of exiftence.

'Oth‘er'- mbtives of paflive 'obedience join iffue with the
love of eafe. . The fun, whxch encrvates his body, pro-
duces for him, in 2 manner fpontanf:ouﬂy, the various
fruits of the earth, He finds fubfifterice without much
toil ;' he requires: little covering but the fhade. The
chill b"l-all’c of winter is unknown; the feafons are only
marked by an arbitrary number of nights and days.
Property being in fome mealure unneceﬁ"ary, becomes-of

favoursble to
defpotifm.

little value; and men fubhut, without 1eﬁﬂancc, to vio-
lations of right, which ‘may hurt but cannot deftroy
them, Their religious inflitutions incline them to peace
and {fubmifficn. The vulgzu live with the aufterity of
philofaphers, .as well as with the abftinence of devotees.
Averfe themfelves to the commiffion of crimes, they re-
fent no injuries from others; and their low dict cools
their temper to a degree which paﬁion cannot znﬂame. g

Locourage | T‘he fertility of the foil, which in other kingdbms
congeelt, mnﬂltutes the great profpez ity of the natives, was a
fource of misfortunc to the Indians. NOKWIthﬁandmg
their abftinence and mdo]cnce, they were in fome degrec
induflrious, and, in want of but few things themfclves,
: it their
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théir‘l"tiwn “arts, amT‘ the natural produdions of their
country, rendered them opulent, Wealth accumulated,

in the progrels of time, upon their hands; and they
became objeéts of depreda’uon to the fierce nations of
‘the northern Afia.” The facxhty of incurfion, among a
peaceable and harmlefs race of men, encouraged con-
queft. The viGors, inftead of carrying the fpoil into
their native country, fat down where ithad been found;

and added the miniftration of the conquered to the
| other enJoyments of wcalth

' Aﬁa, the feat of the greateft empires, has been al-
ways the nurfe of the moft abject flaves. - The moun-
tains of Perfia have not been able to ftop the progrefs of
the tide of defpotifm ; neither has it been frozen in its
courfe through the plains of the northern Tartary, by
the chill air of the North. But though defpotifm go-
verns Afia, it appears in different countries under va-
rious forms. The Arabs of the defart alone pofiefs
liberty, on account of the fterility of their foil. Inde-
pendent of revolution and change, they fee, with un-
concern, empires falling and rifing around.  They re-
main unconquered by arms, by luxury, by corruption ;
they alter not their language, they adhere to their
cuftoms and manners, they retain their drefs.  Their
whole property confifts of flocks and herds, of ‘their

Vor. IIL a ' tents

A

Afizalways
the feat of
flavery.



- wander for,. ﬂtbﬁﬁance, dcfpoﬁfm knOWs not where to

"Nature of zhc

Tar tar

375
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tents atid arms. - They annually mike a finall and yo-

luptary, prefent to; the chief of their ,_iblooﬂ. - They revolt
againft oppreflion ; and they are free by neceflity, which
they, miftake. for. choice. - When men are obliged to

ﬁﬂd its ﬂairgs,

'J i ri \u

’I‘he Tar—tar, .though a wanderer like the Arab was |

never ;equally free. A violent ariftocracy, always pre-
vailed in the country of the former, except in a few
fhort periods, when the fortune of one eftablithed a

- wranfient defpotifm over the whole, = There man is

armed 2gainft man, chief againft chicf; and tribe againft
tribes.  War is no longer a partwular profeflion; but the
conftant; ocoupation. of all.; Men are more afrald,,_of
men in the folitudes of. Tartary, ; than of beafks of préy,

The. traveller moves with great circum(peétion,: and.

hears an enemy in every blaft of wind. ~ When he fees

a traét in the fand,’ he‘erofles it, and begins to draw his

fword. T haug}? the barrennefs. of the country has pre-
vented the growth or intreduction of luxury, avarice
prevails, ‘and he. that tas the leait- to lofe is the mofk

independent, whese life s invariably sifqued for a tri-

fling fpoil, - Robbery acquires. the more  honourable

' pame of Conquefts and the affaflin is dlgmﬁed with

the title of Warrion,

In

@L'
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0, Ini the mountainsswhich fparate Perfia from: India,
the nature and face of the «country have formed'a dif-
ferent {pecies of fociety. Every Vél}ey contains a €ofh«
munity fubject to a, prince, whofe defpotifn is tem pcre.J,

and Afpan
aritocracies,

by an idea eftablifhed among. hisipeople, that e isithe -

chief of their b_lcod; as well as - their fovereign, They
obey him without relu@ance, as they derive credit to
their family. from his greatnefs. They attend him in his
wars, with the attachment which childrens have for a
parent; and his government, though fevere, partakes
morc, of the rigid difcipline of ‘a general, ‘than of the
caprice of a defpot. . 'Rude as the face of their country,
and fiercerand - wild as the  ftorms .which cover  their
mountainsy they love: incurfion and depredation, and
'_delight in plunder and in battle.. United firmly. to their
friends in war, to their enensies faithleG and eruel,
They place juftice in force, Iarrd.conwal'zre‘achery under
the name of addrefs. - Such are the Afpans or Patans,
who conquered Tndia and held it for ages.: W
© The defpotifm which the Patans eftablifhed i their
conquefts, partook of the violerice of their national cha-
ﬁ&ér%t ‘home.  Their ‘government ‘was oppreflive
through pride, and tyrannical from paffion rather than

Defpotifm of
the-Patans
different

from avarice. * Reinforced by fucceflive migrations from

the mountains of Afganiftin, they retained their native

1".'7._" SIS a4 2 {Pirl: ¢

1,
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the Moguls.
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A DISSERTAT!ON on the

{pirit in n the midft of the luxuries of India. Whear the
monarch became voluptuous and degenerate, they fup-
plied his place with fome hardy chieftain from the north,
who communicated his 6wn vigour to the great machine
of the ftate.  The empire was fupported by a fucceflion
of abilities, rather than by an hereditary fucceflion of
princes; and it was the countrymen, and not the pofte~
rity of the firft conquerors, who continued the dom1-

‘nion of the Patans over India.

The conquc'ﬁ- of India by the family of Timur, pro-
ceeded from the abilities of one man, and not from the
cffort of a nation. « Baber himfelf was a ftranger in the
country in which he reigned, before he penetrated be-
yond the Indus.  His troops confifted of {oldiers of for-
tune, from various countries; his officers were men
who owed their rank to merit, not to fucceflion. The
religion of Mahommed, which they in common pre-
fefled, and their obedience to one leader, were the enly
ties which united the conquerors upon their arrival j and:
they were foon diflipated in- the extenfive dominions
which their arms fubdued. Thecharaéter of the prince
went - down on the current of government; and. the
mild difpofition, of his fucceflors contributed to confirm
the humane defpotifm which he had introduced iato. his
conqueits. aiglts

A continued
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A continued influx of ftrangers from the ‘northemn
Afia, became neceffary for the fupport of princes whe
profefied a different faith with their fubje@s, in the vaft

“empire of India.  The army was recruited with foldiers

from different nations; the court was occupied by
siobles from various kingdoms. The latter were fol-
lowers of the Mahommedan religion.  In the regula-
‘tions and fpirit of the Coran, they loft their primary
and chara@eriftical ideas upon government; and the
whole fyftem was formed and enlivened by the limited
principles which Mahommed promulgated in the de-
farts of Arabia.

The faith of Mahommed. is peculiarly calculated’ for.
defpotifm; and it is one of the greateft caufes which
muft fix for ever the duration of that {pecies. of gavern-
ment in the Eaft. The legiflator furni(bes a proof of
this pofition in his own condu@&. He derived his {uc-
cels from the fword, more than from his eloquence and
addrefs.. - The tyranny which he eftablifhed: was: of the
moft extenfive kind.. He enflaved the mind as well as
the body.  The abrupt argument of the fword brought
conviction, when perfuafion and delefion failed. Heef-
. fe@ed a revolution .and.change in the human mind, as
well. as in ftates and, empires; and the ambitious will
continue to fupport a fyftem which lays its foundation

on

Q

8L

Canfe of thus
difference,

from their
religions



Delpoiifn
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placcd beueath thqt power il TRTR 8 Y

The unhrmaed p@wer whmh Mahommedamﬁ‘n gm

' to evety man in his own family,  habituates mankind ‘s

flavery. Every child is taught, from his infancy, to fook
upon his father as the abfolute difpofer of life and death,
The number of wives and concubines which the more

‘Wealthy and power{ul'entertam, is a caufe of animofity
and quarrf.l which nothmo but-a fevere and unaccount-

able power in the mafler of a family can reprefs. ' Thi
private {pecies of defpotifim is, in miniature, the counters

part of what prevails in the ftate; and it has the fame.
effed, in reducing ‘all the paflions under the dominion

of fear. . Jealoufy itfelf, that moft violent of the feelings

of the foul, is curbed within the walls of the haram.

The women may pine in fecret, but they muft clothe

their features with cheerfulnefs when their lord ‘appears:

Contumacy - is productive: of ‘immediate punifhment;
They are degraded, divorced, chaftifed, and even fome-
umes put to death, according to the degree of their

crime or obftinacy, ‘or ‘the wrath of the offended hufs
band.' No enquiry is made concerning their fate, Their

friends may murmur; but the laws provide no redrefs;

for no appeals to pubhc juftice iffue forth from the ha=

ram.

Young

&)
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on the paffive 0hedxma£ tho&: wham B ormne has once.



’ ORICIN of DESPOTISM ix HINDOST AN.
o angg; men, wa!;h their minds mouldcd to fubjection,
Bmme thcmfclves mafters of families in the courfe of

time,. Thgu power being conﬁned within their own
walls, they exercife in private, that defpotifim which they

in public,dread.  But though they are freed from do-
- meftic tyranny, they fill continue flaves.  Goyernors,
magiftrates, - and inferior officers, invefted with the
power of the principal defpot, whofe will is law to the
empire, exercife their authority with rigour. The idea

of paflive obedience is carried through every vein of the

ftate, The machine conne&ed in all its parts; by arbi-

trary. fway, is moved by the a&ive {pirit of the prince;.
and the lenity or oppreflivenefs of government, in all its
~departments  depends upon the natural d1fpoﬁtxon of his.

mind..

. The law of ‘compenfation- for murder, authorifed by
the Coran, 'is attended with pernicious effe@s. It de-
prefles the fpirit of the peor; and encourages the rich in
the unmanly. pafiion of revenge.  The price of blood in
India is not the third part of the value of a horfe, The
innate principles of juftice and humanity are weakened,
by thefe means; fecurity is taken from focicty, as rage
- may frequently get the better of the love of money, ~ A
religion which indulges individuals ina crime, at which
the reft of mankind fhudder, leaves ample room for the

6 cruelty

QL

xv

of the maflers ~
of familics,

Law of com~
penfation for
murder,



Bathing.

‘A DISSERTATION on the
cruelty of a prince. " Accuftomed to fit in judgment on
criminals, he becomes habituated to death. He miftakes
pailion for Ju{’m:c - His nod is condemnation; men are
dragged to execution, with an abruptnefs which prevents
fear. ' The incident has no confequence; but to imprefs
terror on the guilty or fufpeéted; and the fpeators
fcarcely heed a circumftance, which its' frequency has
miade them to-expeét, ' A e g

‘The frequent bathing inculcated by the Coran, has,
** by debilitating the body, a great effect on the mind.

Habit makes the warm bath a luxury of a bewitching
kind. « The women {pend whole days in water; and
haften by it the approach of age,” The indolence of the
men, which induces them to follow every mode of pla-
cid pleafure, reccommends to them a praé&ice which Ma-
hommed has made a tenet of religion. The prohibition
of wine is alfo favourable to defpotifm. It prevents that
free communication -of fentiment ‘which awakens man-
kind from a torpid indifference to their natural rights.
They become cold, timid, cautious, referved and inte-
refted ; ftrangers to thofe warm paffions, and that cheer~
ful elevation of mind, which render men in fome mea-
fure honeft and fincere. = In the Eaft, there are no pub-~
lic places of meeting, no communications of fentiments,
no introduction to-private friendfhip. = A fullennefs, and

a love

5 A

Q.
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@ dove: of retirement prevail, ‘which difunite mankind 3
-and as all aflociations among men are prevented, the
hands of government are ftrengthened by the very virtue
-of temperance: < .oy ‘ A

The dodirine of a rigid fute, -or- ablolute predefting-
tion, which forms one of the principal tencts of the Ma-
hommedan religion, has a great influence on the charac-

[

Predeflina.
doni

ter and manners of men.  When this opinion is adopt- -

‘ed as an article of faith, the neceflity of precaution is in-
‘culeated in vain,  The fatalift begins an a@ion becaufe
human nature is incapable of abfolute idlencfs ; but
when a love of repofe invites him, when an obftacle
arifes before him to.thwart his defigns, he has no motive
for perfeverance. He waits for asother day, perhaps
for another month : he at laft trufts the whole to Provi-
' ‘dence, ‘and makes ‘God the agent in his very eérimes,
Mifcarriage can be no difgrace where fuccefs depends
* mot on abilities ; and the general who lofes a battle
through: his own  pufillanimity, lays the blame upon

The extenfive polygamy permitted by the law of Ma-
hommed, has a fatal effle@ on the minds of his follow=
ers 3 but it has its advantages as well as its defe@s, The
peculiar nature ‘of ‘the climate fubje@s women to dif

Vou. 111, | h eafes,

Polygamy,



“ Coancealment

of women,

»

A DISSERTATION on the

One man retains his' vigour beyond the common fuc-

ceflion of three women through their prime; and the
law for a multiplicity of wives is neceflary for the fup~
port of the human race, But the cuftom weakens pa-
ternal affection ; for as-a hufband cannot equally divide
his regard among many women, the children of the fa-
vourite will be preferred. . Bven thefe will not be much.

beloved. The lofs of a ¢hild is no misfortune ; and
the care of preferving it is leflened, by the opportunity
which the number of his ‘women furnifhes to the fathes
for. begetting more, ~ The child himfelf is'no ftranger
to this indifference 5 and he fails in proportion “in his
duty. . Befides, the jealoufy between mothers in' the

haram grows inte hatred among their fons!" The af~

foction between brothers is ‘annihilated at home ; and

when they- iflue! forth into the 'world, trrey carry thein

animofities into all the various tranfa&ions of. 11fc

Thefe religious: tenets; which are for favourable to
defpotifny, are accompanied with fingular opinions and
cuftoms, which are abfolute enemiées to freedom and in-

dependence.  The concealment of their women s fa- '

cred among the Mahommedans. - Brothers cannot vifit
them in private ; -ftrangers muoft never fee them. This
cxceflive jealoufy is derived from various canfes: 8

6 pmceeds

ey

eafes, and hurries them forward in a few yéai‘s’ to dge:
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procecds from religion, which inculcates female mo-
defty ; it ariles partly from the policy of government ;
it is derived from the nature of the climate, where con-
tinence is a more arduous virtue than in the bleak re-
gions of the north. Honour confifts in that which
men are moft folicitous to fecure. The chaftity of his
wives is a point, without which the Afiatic muft not
live.  The defpot encourages the opinion ;' as the pof-
feflion of the women of his moft powerful fubjeds is a
fufficient pledcre for theu' faith, when abfent in expedi-
tlon and war, -

‘When the governor of a province falls under the {uf-
picion of difaffection for his prince, the firlt ftep taken
againft him, isan order iffued for fending his women to
court. Even one of his wives, and fhe too not the beft
beloved, will bind him to his allegiance. ' His obedi-
ence to this mandate is the true teft of his defigns. I
he inftantly obeys, all fufpicions vanifth s if he hefitates
a moment, he is declared a rebel. His affe@ion for
the woman is not the pledge of his fidelity ; but his
honour is, in her perfon, in the cuftody of his fove-
relgn Women are fo facred in India, that even the

Its effed

common foldiery leave them unmolefted in the midft of

{laughter and devaftation. ' The haram is a fan&tua-
1y againft all the liceatioufnefs of vittory’; and ruf-
ba fians,

QL
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Rafleftions
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ﬁans, cove;md with the blood of 3 hufband,, ﬂfx'iak ik
with confuﬁmx fm the fr:cwt apartment& @f hzs Wlmd

fal b

In thﬁ ﬁlmiwhzch aetcnds defpouﬁa, everywthitg{ s

is dack and folemn.  Juftice itfelf is executed with pri~

vacy 3 and fometimes a folitary gun, fired at midnight

from: ehepalaee of the defpot, prockims the weork of

death, Men: indulgs themfelves: under the veil of - ftf-;

¢recys and rejoice in their good: fortune, when theis’

pleafures: can efeape the eye of their| prince, | Volip~ -

tuoufnefls is, therefore, preferred to luxury. - Fhe enr
joyment of the company of women. is the chief object:
of life among the great 3 and when they retire into the: -
fandtuasy of the haram,. they forget, im a vaticty of
charms,. sheit  precasions. fituation, in the fate « The
necefliry privacy enhances the indulgence s, and the ex~
treme fenfibility,. perhaps, peculiar to the natives of a:
hot climate;, carries pleafure to an, excels which unmans:
the mind. | Men are pofleffied of fomething which they
are aftaid to lofe’; and. defpotifin, whichis founded on’
the puinciples of fear and- indolence, deives: ﬁabi]é.ﬁ}v
and. permanency, fram, the defe@s and vices -of. ma.'
flavesy . o " Gais. o P gkt
The feeds of defpotifm;: which the. nature of the clis-
mate and fertility of the foil had. fowniin; India, were,

5 F
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as has been obferves
Mahommcdan faith, When a people have been long

fubje@ted to arbitrary power, their rcturn to liberty is

m'duam and a]moﬁ impoflible.. Slavery, by the ﬁrength'.
of mdhm. is blended with human nature; and that
undefined fomething, called Public Virtue, exifts no

more,  The fubje@ pever thmks of reformation 3 and:

the prince, who only has it in his power,, will intro-

duce no innovations to abridge his own authority.

Were even the defpot poffeficd of the enthufiafn of

public {pirit; the people would revolt againft the intro-

dudion of freedem ; and revert to that form of govern=

ment, which takes the trouble of regulation from their
hands..

The fimplicity of defpotifih recommends it to an in-
dolent and ignorant race of men. Its obvious impar-

tiality, its promipt juftice, its immediate feverity againt-

crimesy dazzle the eyes of the fuperficial; and, raife in
their minds a veneration little fhort of idolatry for their

rved, reared to pc;fe&growth by l:he‘

on the naturs

prince.. When he ic active and determined in his mea- |

furcs, the great machine moves with a velocity which:

throws: vigour into the very extremities of the empire.

- 4 - > = g
His violence,. and. evén his caprices, are virtues, where-

the watérs muft be always agitated to preferve their

frefhnefs; and indolence and irrcfomtion can be his
only

17
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A DISSERTATION on the

only ruinous vices.' The firft indeed may injure the

ftate; but by the latter it muft be undone. A fevere
prince, by his jealoufy of his own authority, prevents the
tyranny of others; and, though fierce and arbitrary in

- himfelf, the fubject derives a benefit from his being the

fole defpot,  His rage falls heavy on the dignified {laves
of his prefence; but the people elcape his fury in thelr
diftance from his hand. -

The delpotic form of government is not, however,

fo terrible in its nature, as men born in free countries are

apt to imagine. Though no civil regulation can bind
the prince, there is one great law, the ideas of mankind
with regard to right and wrong, by which he is bound.
When he becomes an affaflin, he teaches others to ufc
the dagger againft himfelf; and wanton a&s of injuftice,
often repeated, deftroy by degrees that opinion which is

the fole foundation of his power. In the indifference of :

his fubje@s for his perfon and government, he becomes
Hable to the confpiracies of courtiers, and the ambitious
{chemes of his relations. He may have many {flaves,
but he can have no friends. His perfon is expofed to
injury. A certainty of impunity may arm even cowards

againft him; and- thus, by his exceflive ardour for

power, he with his authority lofes his life.

Delpotifm

L,
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" Defpotifin appears in its moft- engaging form, under
¢he Imperial houfe of Timur. The uncommon abilities
of moft of the princes, with the mild and humane cha-
radter of all, rendered Hindoftan the moft flourithing

ct’;jpfrt’iﬁ the world during two complete centuries.

The manly and generous temper of Baber permitted not
oppreflion to attend the wvictories of his fword. He
came with an intention to govern the nations whom he
fubdued; and felfith motives joined iffue with humani-
ty in not only fparing, but protecting the vanquithed:
His invafion was no abrupt incurfion for plunder; and
he thought the ufual income of the crown a fufficient

ORIGIN of DESPOTISM in HINDOSTAN.

Mild under
Baber,

reward for his toil:  His nobles were gratified with the- :

emoluments of govcm'mcnt; and, from difpofition, an
enemy to ufelels pomp and grandeur, he chofe that his
treafuiry fhould be gradually filled with the furplus of the
revenue, than with the property of individuals, whom
. the fortune of war had placed beneath his power. Awed
by his high charader, the companions of his victories
carried his mildnefs and Rriét equity through all the de-
partments of government. The tyranny of the family
of Lodi was forgotten; and the arts, which had been fap=

prefled by a violent delpotifm, began to rear their heads,,

under the temperate dominion of Baber:

Humaioony,

19
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Huamaioon,

- Akbar,

A DISSERTATION, on ifbe .

- Humaioon, though not equal in abilities to his father,
carried all his mild virtuesinte the throne. He was vigi-
lant and aivein the adminiftration of juftice, he fe-

cured property by his ediéts; and, an enemy to rapacity

himfelf, he punifhed the oppreffive avarice of his depu-

ties in the provinces. ‘The troubles which difturbed his
reign were the cffe@ of the ambition of others; and his
‘expulfion from the throne was lefs a misfortune to him
than to his fubjefts. When he returned with viGory, -
he left the mean paffion of revenge behind. He punifh-

ed not his people for his own difafters; he feemed to

forget the paft, in the prolpe@ of doing future good.

The nations-of India felt, by the benefit received from

his prefence, how much they had loft by his abfence. -

Though worn out under a fucceflion of tyrants, during
his exile, Hindoftan began to revive when he re-mount-

ed the throne. His fudden and unexpeéted death por-
tended a ftorm, which was diffipated by the {plendid

abilities and virtues of his fon. -

Akbar was poflefled of Baber’s intrepidity in war, of

Humaioon’s mildnefs in peace. Bold, manly, and en-

terprizing, he was an enemy to oppreffion; and he hated

- cruelty, as he was a ftranger to fear. In the more fplen-

did bufinefs of the field, he forgot not the arts of peace.
He

S,



He eftablifhed, by edi&, theright of the fubject to ttﬁnﬁ-
fer his property wichout the confent of the crown, and
by ordering a regifter of the fixed rents of the lands to
 be kept in the courts of juftice in every diftridt, he took
from his officers the .power of opprefling the people.
Severe in his juftice, he never forgave extortion. He
promoted juft complaints againft the {fervants of the crown,
by various proclamations. He encouraged trade, by an
exemption of duties through the interior provinces; and
by the invariable proteétion given to merchants of all
nations. He regarded neither the religious opinions nor
the countries of men: all who entered his dominions
were his fubjeéts, and' they had' a right to his juftice.
He iflued an édi& which was afterwards revived by Au-
rungzébe, Fthat the rents (hould not be increafed o pon
thofe who improved  their lands, which wife regulation

encouraged induftry, and became a fource of wealth to
‘the flate,

Jehangire, though unfit for the field, trod in his fa~ Jebangice,
ther’s path in regulating the civil affairs of the ftate.
Impreficd with a high fenfe of the abilities of Akbar,
he continued all his edi@s in force; and he was the in-
variable protefor of the people againft the rapacity and
tyranny of his own officers. . In his adminiftration of
juilice, lie was {crupulous, fevere, and exact ;- and if he .

Vou. 1L c at
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at any time gave a wrong decifion, it proceeded from a
weaknefs rather than from a vice of the mind.

- xxvi A DISSERTATION on the

Shaw Jehin. His fon, Shaw Jehan, was poflefled of better parts,
and was more attentive than Jehangire to the bufinefs of
the fubje®. He was minutely acquainted with the ftate
of the empire, and being free from that caprice and whim
which threw a kind of difgrace on the authority of his
father, he rendered his people happy by the gravity,

= juftice, and folemnity of his decifions. The empire
Hourifhed under his upright and able adminiftration.
Oppreflion was unknown from the officers of the crown,
on account of the vigilance of the emperor; and the
ftri& impartiality which he eftablithed in the courts of
juftice, diminifthed injuries between man and man. ;

Aurungzive,  Aurungzébe, to whom bufinefs wasamufement, add-
ed the moft extenfive knowledge of the affairs of the -
empire, to an unremitting application. He made him- .
felf minutely acquainted with the’revenue paid by eve-
ry diftri&®, with the mode of proceeding in the inferior
courts, and even with the chara@er and difpofition of
the feveral judges. He ordered the regifter of the rents
to be left open for the infpection of all, that the people
might diftinguilh extortion from the ju®t demands of the
crown. He commanded, that men verfed in the ulages

_of



“ORIGIN ¢ Mapa'mu in mnnos'rm. :

| ofthsfcvemlcomta,mthcprcccpuofthnc}om and
- in the regulations cftablifhed by edidts, fhould attend at
the public expence, and give their opinion to the poor
in matters of litigation. - He cftablifhed a mode of ap-~
peal beyond certain fums; and he difgraced Ju&ges for
an erfor_in Judgmcnt, and punifhed them feverely for
* corruption and partialicy.  His aivity kept the great
machine of government in motion through all its mem-
bers: his penctrating eye followed oppreffion to its moft
fecret retreats, and his ftern juftice eftablithed tranquil-
lity, and fccurcd property over all his extenfive domi-

nions,.

When Baber, at the head of his army, took p_oﬁ'c[ﬁon
of the dominions of the Imperial family of Lodi, he con-
tinued to the crown the property of all the lands.
Thefe being annually rented out to the fubjed, furnifh-
ed thofe immenle revenues which fupported the une-
qualled fplendor of his fugceffors in the throne, The
property of individuals confifted, at firlt, of moveables
and money only; and the officers of the crown could
not even difpofe of thefe by will, without the written
confent of the prince. Time, however, wrought a
change in things. The pofterity of Baber alienated, for
particular fcmccsgmfkams from the crownin perpetaity ;

’
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and thefe dafccnded in fucceffion by will, or ifthe pro~ .
C 2 prictor -
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A DISSERTATION on the

prictor died intefRate, by an equal divifion to his chil-
dren, according to the law of the Coran, This kind of
property was alfo transferable by fale; and it has been
judged, that one third part of the empire was given
away by this {pecies of grants from the crown.

Property.  Thefe grants, however, were not always a fufficient
fecurity againft the violence of the crown.  Some of the

emperors found themfelves obliged to refume many
cltates by an edict; and it muft be confefled, that poli-
tical neceflity juftified the meafure.. Princes who con-
tended for the empire were lavith in their donations;
and, had not an a& of refumption fometimes taken
place, the revenue of the crown would, in procefs of
time, have been annihilated. © There was, however, a
kind of equivalent given to the proprietors; a penfion
was fcttled upon themfelves, and their children were re-
ceived into the fervice of the government. The wealth
of the officers of the crown is, after their death, confi-
dered as Imperial property ; but unlefs it is immenfe, it
is never appropriated by the prince; and even in that
cafe a proper provifion is made for the children, and
they have, by an eftablithed cuftom, a right to be em-
ployed in fome of the departments of the flate.  The
women of the deceafed reccive annual penfions accord-

o
ng
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ing to their rank ; and they may either live in widow-
hood, or make new alliances by marriage, :

The Mogul fyftem of government admits of no here-
ditary honours. ~ Every man m‘uﬁ owe his preferment
and rank to himfelf, and to the favour of his prince.
High birth, however, was refpe@ed; and, to a perfon

of abilities, it was a great recommendation at the court

of princes proud of their own noble origin.  The ranks
and degrees of nobility were for the moft part offi-

" xXxix

Of titles of

honour.

cial, excepting thofe of the military kind. Judges, men

of letters, and eminent merchants, have been frequently
dignified with titles, and admitted into the circle of the
principal nobles in the Imperial prefence. The nobles
confifted of three orders. 'The Emirs, who were the
firlt officers of ftate, and the viceroys of provinces; the
Cuans, who held high pofts in the army; and the Ba-
#ADURs, who may in fome meafure be compared to our
knights. The number of which thefe three orders con~
fifted was arbitrary, and each of them had peculiar pri-
vileges in the empire, and a demand on the refpect of:
the undignified part of the fubjeéts,

The courfe of juftice ran through the fame grada-
tions, which the general reafon of mankind {eems to have

Form of

eftablithed in all countrics fubje@ to regular govern-

ments,

G,
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| — The provinces were divided inito mﬁii&s i
each of which a judge, appointed by the emperory decid+

‘ed in criminal as well as civil affairs. He pronounced
' judgment oa capital effences, but his fentence was never -

A BISSERTATIQN m: the

put in execution without the confent ‘and wartant of

the gov'emof of .the ?r@vince In difputes concerning

property, there lay an appeal to the fupreme court;, in
which the viceray prefided in perfon. Every province
was, in- miniatute, a copy of the empire. Three princi~
pal judges, with high titles of dignity, fat, with many
affeffors, in thecapital.  They not only decided upon

- appeals, but fuits might originate before then, The

emperor himfelf, in the prefence of his nobles, prefided
almoft every day in this court, which generally fat for
two hours in the hall of public juftice.

. When the matter appeared clear, the prince, without
much hefitation, pronounced judgment; when it was
doubtful, witnefies were examined, and the opinion of

the judges afked on the point of law. Should the fiit

appear intricate, it was referred to the judgment of the
court in their own common hall; but the fubjec might
appeal from their decifion to the emperor and his affeflors
in the chamber of audience. = Thefe courts, both when
the monarch was prefent and when he was abfent, were
left open to the people. No judgment was ever pro-

N - nounced

Cap
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'nou'm:f':d fecrét]j, except when the power of the celin-
quent rendered a public trial dangerous to the flate.

The great officers of ftate, by a kind of prefcription,
formed a council which anfwers to our cabinet. The
emperor afked their advice upon affairs of moment; he
heard their fentiments, but nothing came ever to a vote.
They were his advifers, but they had no controul on
his power. ‘He frequcntly'called to this council men in
inferior departments; “and when the deliberation con-
cerned any particular province, the nobles beft acquaint-
ed with that part of the empire, were admitted into the

cabinet. The offences of the firft rank of nobility

came under the cognizance of this council, as well as
other matters of ftate. They were a kind of jury, who
found the matters of fa&, and the fovereign pronounced
the fentence. He might, by his defpotic power, iffue
out a warrant of death without their advice; but the

‘known opinions of mankind on that fubject bound him.

like a law.

To thefe great lines of the government of the Moguls,
fome refle@ions may be joined.  Conquefts made by
incurfion, rather than by war, muft be retained by vio-
lence. The fword, which obtained the empire, fupport-
ed it under the houfe of Timur. Their {ubjeéts ¢ b\.y{.d

them

=

Council of
ftate.

Reflettionss
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them from neesflity more than from choice; and the

-~ lenity of théir adminiftration arofe more from the mild-

nefs of their dlfpoﬁttozx, than from the fpirit of theéir res

gulations. The defpotic principles of the Tartars, o~

gratted uponthe Mahommedan tenets of religion, led to

force; and feemed to recognize no obedience but that

which proceeded from fear. This citcumftance obliged

the defpot to inveft his deputies in the provinees with'a

great part of his power; and when they left his capital,
they only did not abfolutely rife from fub_]e&s mto pnnccs

an the com, This cominunication of power, though in fome mea-
fure neceflary to command the people, became dangetous
to‘the prince, The Imperial deputies began to lofe their
dllegiance in proportion to their diftance from the throne.
_ The governors became, in fome mealure, mdepcndent,

- though they profeffed obedience to the Imperial edicts.
A certain portion of the revenue was remitted to court;
and the deputy, in a venal court, found frcquently means
to retain the favour of his prince, when he difobeyed his
commands, Every idea of loyalty was, towards thc
decline of the empire, deftroyed among the people
of the diftant provinces, They heard of an emperor,
as the fuperflitious hear of a guardian angel, whom
they never behold. An indifference for -his fate
fucceeded to his want of power. A peafant, at the
end of many months, was informed of a revolution

at
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at Delhi, He ﬁopt not his oxen, nor converted the
plow-fhare into a {word. He whiftled unconcerned
along his field; and enquired not, perhaps, concerning
the name of the new prince.

: Notwithftanding’ this indifference in the inferior fort, of power.
the emperor every day estended fymptoms of his fuperior
- power to thevery extremities of his empire. His ediéts
were tranfmitted to every diftric ; they were publicly read,
and ‘regiftered in the cotirts of juftice. They became a
fecurity to the people againft the impofitions of the go-
vernor.  An appeal lay from his decifions, by a petition
to the emperor in' the hall of audience. This doctrine
was- inculcated by the edid@s; and fome of the op-
prefled’ took advantage of the promile of juftice which
they contained. Their petitions, whenever they- found
accefs to the throne, were heard with the attention
which a jealous prince pays to his own power; and
~ there are many-inftances in which the governors of pro-
vinees have been feverely punithed for an a& of injuftice
'to a poor peafant.  Never to forgive oppreffions againft
the helplefs and low, was an eftablithed maxim among
all the princes of the houf: of Timur,

The'power of difpofing of the fucceflion naturally be- On the rule
longs to a defpot. During his life, his -pleafure is the
Vor. 1II. d law,



XKLV,

{fuccefion to

the tiirone.
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law, ‘When  he dies his  atthority. ceaf&ss, b.ut thﬂ‘_ ¥
ftrength of cuftom: has ‘made’ his will, in favour of any.
of his fons, a fupermr title to pnmogemtu’re» ‘The power

is, in fome meafure, neceffary, A prince havmg% g

dependent right of fucceflion to the thmne, mightbe

very troublefome to his father in an empire eftablifhed

on the principles which we have deferibed.. The wmght- Mg

which he might derive from his hopes, Weuld clog the

wheels of government, -which, under. a fyftem of def~ |

potif, can admit of no delays, no obﬁfu&mns, no di-
vided or limited power. . Petfonal abilities, under fuch

a {yltem, are more neceﬁary than  under  eftablithed .
laws. A weak prince brings more calamities than a ci- |
vil war, A minority is dreadful ; and it can fearce ex- .
ifl, where the voice of the prince is the living 1aw, which
moves the whole machine. of the ftate.

Necefiaty frequently excufes, in the ;-eyés of mankind,
the worlt of crimes. - A prince of abilities, who mounts
a throde in the Eaft by the exclufion of an elder brother,
efcapes the  deteftation of his {ubje@s from the good
which they hope to derive from his fuperior parts.. Eyen

fratricide lofes its name in felf-prefervation, corabined -
with the public good. The greatnefs of the crimie is

-cclgcd by:the gr&.amefs of the ob_]eé’c Succels is a di-

vindkdecifion; and the ftate gives up the lives of the un-

happy
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ﬁa‘fipjii' fufferers, as a facrifice to its own repole.  To be
born a prince, is therefore a misfortune of the worft and
moft embarrafling kind. = He muft die by clemency, or
wade through the blood of his family to fafety and em-
L R B

The Hindoos, or the followers of the Brahmin faith,
are in number far fuperior to the Mahommedans in Hin-
doftan. ' The fyftem of religion which they profefs, is
only perfe@ly known in the effe& which it has upon the
manners of the people. Mild, humane, obedient, and
induftrious, they are of all nations on earth the moft
eafily conquered and governed. Their government,
like - that of all the inhabitants of Afia, is defpotic;
it is, in fuch a manner, tempered by the virtuous prin-
ciples inculeated by their religion, that it feems mild-
er than the moft limited monarchy in Europe. Some
of ‘the reigning princes trace their families, with clear-
nefs, above four thoufand years; many of them, in a
dubious mander, from the dark period which we place
beyond the flood.  Revolution and change are things
unknown; and affaffinations and confpiracies never

exift., -

Penal 'laws' are| fearce known among the Hindoos;;
for their miotives to bad acions are few. ' Temperate in
d2 their

Mildnels

of the
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their hvmg, aﬁd éflwatc in: the:r conﬁx&utzam, their paf-
fions are calm, and they have no obje@ but that of liv-
ing with comfort and eafe. Timid and fubmiffive, from

- the coldnefs of a vegetable dict, they have a natusal ab-
horrence to blood. Induftrious and frugal, they poflefs
wealth which they never ufe, Thofe countries, poverned
by native princes, which lay beyond the devaftations of
the Mahommedans, are rich, and cultivated to the high-
eft degree. Their governors enco@ragc induftry and
commerce; and it is to the ingenuity of the Hindoos,
we owe all the fine manufa@ures in the Ealt. Dpyring
the empire of the Moguls, the trade of India was carried
“on by the followers of Brahma, The bankess, fcribes,
and managers of finance were pative Hindoos, and the
wifelt_princes of the family of Timur prote@ed and en-
couraged fuch peaceable and ufeful fubjeds.

Hindoogo-  'The nation of the Mahrattors, though chiefly com-
pofed of Rajaputs, or that tribe of Indians' whofe chief
bufinefs is war, retain the mildaefs of their countrymen
in their domeftic government, When their armies car~
ry deftruétion and death into the territories of Mahom--
medans, all is quict, happy, and regular at home. No

. robbery is to be dreaded; no impofition or obftrucion
from the officers of government, no prote&ion necefla-
ry but the fhade. To bea firanger is a fufficient fecu- -

rity.
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AN ENQUIRY INTO THE

fions committed by others, it was with a phlegmatic
indifference, _uﬁworthy of our boafted humanity, A
-genefal diftafte for the fubjec‘i prevailed ; an age, marked
with revolution and change, feemed ready to pafs away,
without being fenfible of events which will render it
important in the eyes of pofterity.

The current of public 'opini-on has, at length, taken'

another direGion. Men are rouzed into attention, with
regard to a fubje& which concerns the welfare of the
ftate. They bégin to decide, in their own minds, upon
affairs which ftand in need of the interpofition of the
nation ; and they thew an inclination to be informed, as
well as a willingnefs to corre@ miftakes and to redrefs

gricvances. This confideration has induced the author-

of the following obfervations, to fubmit them, with all
due deference, to the public. He has been, for years, a
filent fpedator of the tranfadions of the Britith na-
tion in the Eaft; and it is, from the means of informa-
tion which he has poffefled, that he hopes to give
fomething new to the world, With hands guiltlel's of
rapine and depredation, he affumes the pen without

prejudice; and he will ufe it with all decent freedom -

without fear.

The empire of the Hindoos over all India, came
down from the darkeft and moft remote antiquity,
7 - - to
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-_,ﬁs_-;TA‘TE OF BENGAL

\ -"'--l-._"'-,;_',‘w!_the Igrcath year before the Chriftian zra, when it was

R ddfblm& by civil difcord and war. = Bengal, like many

. other! provinees, flarted up into an independent king-
_' dom -and was governed by fucceflive dynafties of Rajas,

who chicfly refided at the now deferted capital of Ghor.

. Under thefe princes, it. continued a powerful and opu-
Jent kingdom; to: the beginning of the thirtcenth cen-

tury, when it was fireft invaded by the Mahommedans,
under a pnnce of the race of Chillagi, who poffefied the
countries near the fource of the Oxus. T he name of
this Tartar invader was Eas-ul—dien 4 but he was foon

 after reduced to fubjection by Altumfh, the Patan em-

peror of Delhi, who formed Bengal into a province,

‘ governed by a lieutenant, who derived his authonty

fmm the conqueror.

' Bengal, du’rin'g the dominion of the Patans in India,
wis frequently fubjec to revolution and change. When
a prince of -abilities fat on the throne of Dethi, it held
of the bmpn'c, when the emperor yas Weak it became
an mdependent fovereignty under its governor. . When
the valour and condu& of ‘Baber put an end to the
government of the Patans. at Delhi, fome of that race
remained untouched in Bengal. The misfortunes of
Humaioon, in the beginping of his reign, not only
prevented him from extending the conquefts of his
father, but deprived him even of the throne which Baber

" Veu. ML &l had
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AN ENQUIRY INTO THE

had acquired ; and ‘death followed too foon,upon his re-
turn, to permit him to reduce the wealthy kingdom of
Bengal by his arms. = The glory of this conqueft was

referved for his fon, the illuftrious Akbar, who, by the

expulfion of Daodd, the lat king of Bengal of the
Patan race, annexed it in the year 1574 to his empire.
Viceroys from Delhi governed the kingdom, from that
period, till the debility of Mahommed Shaw gave fcope
to the ufurpation of Aliverdi; and now, by a wonder-
ful revolution of fortune, the fbvcreigns of that diftant
province are created by the deputies of the Eaft India
company.

To give an enlarged idea of the fubjed, it may not
be improper to enquire into the mode of government,
which the Moguls eftablifhed in the important province
of Bengal.  To impofe nothing merely fpeculative
upon the public, the Writer of the Differtation has en-

- deavoured to derive his information from undoubted

authority. He has, therefore, tranflated and annexed
to his work, the commiflions granted by the court of

Delhi to its principal officers in the provinces: From

which it will appear, that the defpotifm of the houfe of
Timur was circumf{cribed by eftablifhed forms and re-
gulations, which greatly tempered the rigid feverity of
that form of government. |

% Various
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i qarri?ed a fyﬁem of ncceﬂ'ary polzcy throuhh the
'_coun;:;eg wln;h their arms had  fubdued. Inftead
_ef {exzmg th: laﬁds of thf: vanquithed, they con-
i ﬁm@l thcm in thﬁzr poﬁeﬂions. "The number of the
_ mnquegem bearmg no proportion to the conquered,
'.felfquefmatgm obhged the frfl to adhere together, and

to hold the fword in their hands. Had they attempted

to fettle in different provinces, they would have foon
gt_afed to be a people; and their power would have
kq{ by fepamt!en._ They retained, therefore,
_tbezr mzhtary chara&m ; ‘and, when they redueed a
province, they made the taxes pald to former princes, the
inyariable mlcof' their impofts, The people changed
their lqrds but 1f t];clr government - fuffered any

.

-agtt

Policy of the
Moguls.

.__nhangc, it was in the fubﬁxtutmn ofa rmlder defpotxfm, i

in rhc placc of the Eercc tyranny of the Patans,
PO o ST

Many Qf the Ra_;a,s, or mdigenous Indian prmces, had
i the At eﬁabld'hment of the Mahommedans in
India, been permitted to rctain a great part of their
 ancient poffeftions, which thcv continued to gow; n by
thur own laws, without any appeal from their jurildic-
€2 tion

e
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tion to the courts of juftice eftablifhed by Imperia
commiffions. © The only mark of homage paid by the
Rajas, was'a certain annual tribute. The houfe of
Timur, no lefs remarkable for their prudence than for

their clemency and juftice, never encroached upon the'

privileges of the tributary princes. ~They found, that
though the Rajas paid not ta the crown above half the
fum. raifed ‘upon the fubjed, their policy, induftry,
and ' good government, were fo much fuperior  to
thofe of the Moguls, that the countries which they
pofiefled, yiclded as much in proportion to their ex-
tent, as thofe which they had farmed out to Zemin-

dars of their own nation and faith. In the two provinces
which the Britifh nation now pofiefs, and which, for the
future, we will diftinguith by the general name of Ben-
gal, many diftriGts of greater extent than any county in
Britain, are flill poflefied by the aboriginal Rajas. . But
we are more rigid than the Moguls: we have encroached
on their privileges, and annihilated their power. Dur-
ing the domination of the houfe of Timur, one fourth

of Bengal was fubje to thefe hereditary lords.

The divifion of the province which was more im«
mediately under. the Mahommedan government, was
parcelled - out into extenfive diftris, : called Chucklas,
refembling, in fome mealure, ourcounties; and into leffes

divifions,,

L,
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divifions, like our ancient tithings. - Thefe were lett to
Zemindars, or farmers of the Imperial rents, who fome-
times pofiefled a whole diftri&, or Chuckla; as the Zemin-
dar of Purneca, who affumed the ftyle and fiate of a
Nabob, though'only a farmer of the revenue, under the

S1.

unfortunaté Surage-ul-Dowla. The court of Delhi,

under the beft princes; was venal. A fum of money,
fecretly ‘and properly applied, often fecured the poffef~

fion of his office to the Zemindar during life ; and he

even was fometimes enabled to tranfmit it to his heirs,
till, by length of time, they were, in fome meafure,
confidered as lords of their refpective diftriéts.

The farmers, however, had no leafe from the crown
of the lands over which they prefided. ' Their authority
for colle@ing the rents from the inferior tenants, was
derived from a written agreement, for a certain annual
fum to be paid to the treafury, exclufive of the Imperial
taxes. To prevent impofition on the poorer lort, in
every diftrict there was eftablithed a regifter, in which

-the rents and impofts upon every village and farm were
entered, and open to the infpection of all. The regi=
ftered rents and impofts were colle@ed by the Crorie of
the diftri¢t, who was eftablithed in his office by an
Imperial commiflion. - He was accountable for the
whole, even to the laft Dam, as the commiffion ex-
prefles it, to the Fotadir or treafurer of the diftri&, who»

paidi

Their power;
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pmd them  into: the hands of the De“an, or receiver-

gcneral of thc Imperial revenues in the province.

seflsidted Thc rlghts or dues of the Dcwanu_'y, or the rcve-
nue patd to the crown, did not amount: to above half'
the fum raifed upon the fubjedk by the great farmers.
Thcﬁe were, from time to time, permitted to raife the
Ie_nts upon the inferior tenants, in pr-p-portlon to ,t_hf:’
gencral' improvement of the lands.  The furplus;
which was known to government from the public’re-
gifters of the diftriéts, was, in part, allowed to the gene-
ral farmers, for the purpofe of building houfes for the
hufbandmen, for furnithing them with implements of
agriculture, for embanking to prevent mundatxons, fc}r
making refervoirs of water for the dry feafon; and, in
general, for all expences attending the improvement
and  cultivation of the lands; which otherwife woqu
have rendered the accounts of government xmrzcate and
perplexed.

il A The grcat fatmers, however, were not pcrmzttcfdrg:
opprel's the tenants with exorbitant rents; neither - S
it their intereft to extort from the Im{bandmen fums

; whlch would render them incapable of cultivating th@u‘

y lands, and of living comfortably upon the fruits of the;;
| to:l. In the Imperial officers of the revenue, the pocr
Wickir N | . had
i -
Y2
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had friends, and the Zemindar {pics upon his condu@,

They were fuch checks upon him, that he could con-
ceal nothing from their obfervation. They tran{mitted
monthly accounts of his tranfactions to court. If the
tenants were able, without oppreflion, to pay the ad-
ditional rent, the demands of the crown rofe at the ex-
piration of ‘the year upon the farmer, in proportion to
the new impoft ; if they were found incapable of bear-
ing the burden, the Zemindar was turned out of his
office for his avarice and imprudence.

A double revenue, it appears from what has been
already obferved, rofe to the crown from the lands ; the
ancient rent, eftablithed at the conqueft of India by the

Moguls, and tfle fams which proceeded from the an-

nual contra&s with the great farmers. The viceroy of
the province was vefted with the powér of 1etting the
lands; and he was obliged to tran{fmit to the receiver-
general a record of the fums payable by each Zemindar.
The caufe of this mode of raifing the revenue is ob-
vious. The detail of accounts, the making of con-
tra@s with the inferior tenants, would have rendered
the bufinefs of government too minute and too expen-
five; and to have permitted the general farmers to
manage their diftricts without either check or controul,
would have given birth to fcenes of oppreffion,

which

A double:
revenue,
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- grants faid to be derived from the emperor, are only
from the govemors of the province; many are in the
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- which Fate had referved for' an unfortunate peop]e, to

our times. T]‘;e Mogul empire is now no more; and
“the fervants of the freelt nation upon ecarth have left the
body_ of the people to the mercy of the Zemindars,

. /The gene:al farmers of diftridts were not the only
perfons knewn by the name of Zemindars. Men, who
poflefled eftates for life, and romf.%‘tirm‘:s in perpctu:ty,
free from all taxation, by virtue of Impenal grants, were
diftinguithed by the fame title, Thefe grants were
generally given to learned and religious men, to fa-

' vourite fervants at court, to {oldiers who had deferved

well of their prince, and they were refiae&ed by ﬁlcceed-
ing emperors, and feldom revoked. One fixth- -part of
the lands in Bengal had been conferred, in perpetuity,

by different princes, on their favourites and adherents,’

Many of thefe eftates have fallen into the ¥aft India
Company, from a failure of heirsy and others daily fall,
as the property is not trﬁ.ﬂSF\‘.I‘ablL by fale. A minute
enquiry might greatly increafe our revenue. Many

6L

poffeflion of men who cannot trace their blood to the

original proprietors. A fucceflion of revolutions his

rolled one part of Bengal upon the other; and it is

not hitherto {ettled from confufion,
' L:gridé

by
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Lands were held by a tenure lefs permanent, of the Diferent
emperors of Hindoftan, A firmin or Imperial man-
date, called by the name of Jagieer, was iffued fre-
quently to particular men.  This fpecies of grant was
for no term of years. It was given through favour,
and revocable at pleafure. When any perfon was
raifed to the rank of an Omrah, it was an eftablithed
rule to confer upon him an eftate, for the fupport of
his dignity. This, however, was nothing more than an
aflignment on the revenues of the crown, arifing from
a fpecified tra@ of land in a diftri®, namcd in the
body of the ‘grant. The grantee had no bufinefs
with the tenants, as he never refided on the eftate
allotted for his fubfiftence. He fent his agent every

- {eafon to the publ-fc officers of the diftri¢t; and his
receipt to them, for his allowance, was received by the
Dewan, as a part of the Imperial revenue, No con-

3 ditions of fervice, none for the maintenance of troops,
was annexed to this grant. Thefe are the fables of
men who carried the feudal ideas of Europe into their
relation of the ftate of India. The armies of the em-
pire were paid out of the public treafury. Every pro-
vince had its particular eftablithment of troops, which
the governors were impowered to augment in times of
rebellion and commotion. |

Vor, 1. f During
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- During the domination of the hoi;fé- of Tlmul‘. there
was no transferable landed property in Hindoftan 5

excepting'gardens, orchards, houfes, and fome {mail
portions of ground, in the cnvirons of great cities, for
which merchants and wealthy tradefmen had obtained
particalar grants, diftinguilhed by the name of Poteas.
This fpecies of property was' repeatedly fecured by ge-
neral ediés, for the encovragement of bmleimg, for the
accommodation of citizens, and the improvement of

towns. Grants of this kind did not always proceed

from the ¢rown. The governors of provinces were im-~
powered to iffue Pottas, under certain’ limitations and
reflrictions : the principal one of which was; that the

ufual rent of the ground fhould be paid regularly

by the proprietor, to the collectors of the Impeual re-
venue. : )

Tenutes of other various kinds were common in
Bengal, as well as in the other provinces of the empire.
An aflignment was frequently granted, upon a fpecified
tra@ of fand, for the difchasge of a certain fum; and
when the fum was paid, the affignment expired. - Par-
ticular farms were burthened with penfions, called Al-
tumga, to holy men and their defcendants, -without
their ever having any concern in the management of the
lands. The defpot referved the people entire to himfelf,

L
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and cftablithed his .power by preventing oppreflion.
Certain impofts were- alfo appropriated for the main-
tenance of Mullas.or pricfls, for the fuppor:t of pl.acesof
“worthip, public fchools, inns, highways, and bridges.
Thele impofts were laid by the receiver-general of the
revenue, upon the different hufbandmen, in proportion
to the rent-which they paid; and the tax was diftin-
guithed by the name of the impofitions of the Dewan,

Civil Officers and. Courts of Yufice.

N flates fﬁbje‘é't to defpotifm, the lepiflative, the ju- Defpotifes
‘ dici'a.l‘qm‘i executive power are vefled in the prince. Ne
He is the aflive principle which exifts in the center of
the machine, and gives life and motion to all its parts.
His authority and confequence, however, depend, in a
great meafure, on the degreec in which he communi-
cates his power to his oflicers, If he gives them all his
authority, the reverence for his perfon is loft in the
‘flplendor of his deputies. If he beftows only a fmall
part of his power on his fervants, that terror, which
is the foundation of his government, is removed
from the minds of his fubjefs; and a door is opened
for commotion, licentioufnefs, and crimes. The
emperors of India, of the houfe of Timur, had, for
two centuries, the good fortune to clothe their officers

f 2 with
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with that happy medium of authority  which was fuf-
ficient to-govern, without the. power of oppreﬁ'mg the
body of the people.

The defpoti'_{'m of Hindoftan, it ought to be ob{_'erved',\

_was never a governmerit of mere caprice and - whim,

The Mahommedans carried into their conqueftsa code of

laws which circumf{cribed the will of the prince.  The

principles and precepts of the Coran, with the com-
mentaries upon that book, form an.ample body of laws,
which the houfe of Timur always obferved; and the
pracice of ages had rendered fome ancient ufages and
edicts fo facred in the eyes of the people, that no prua
dent monarch would chufe to violate either by 2 wan-
ton ad of power. It was, befides, the policy of the
prince, to prote& the people from the oppreflivenefs. of
his fervants. . Rebellion fprung always from the great;
and it was neceflary for him to fecure a party againit.
their ambltlon, among the low..

The Imperml governor of a. province, known by the
corrupted name of Nabob, in the Eaft as well as in
Europe, was an officer of high dignity and authority;
but his' power, though great, was far from being un-

limited and beyond controul. ~He conferred’ titles

below the rank of an Omrah; he was “permitted to
grant

B
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| A gmut m t:lsl they fhould be confirmed by the crown.

Aea ﬁd and d,lﬁmﬁ'ed at pleafure all officers both
i eml a,nd mﬂ;itary, excepting a few, whom we (hall
. “have occafion to mention, who acted by commiffion,

| Wlw t:he {eal Qf the ﬂmplrc 3/ and fome of . thefe, upon

.:fl :':__;_hat!aoura he could fufpend till the emperor’s
h plcafwc  was | kaown. . He let the lands to the general
fﬂl‘m@ﬁy in. conlun&mn thb‘ the Dcwan, but he bore
‘o part in the collecion of the revenue, but by aiding
the Impenal @ﬂicers w:th the military. pOWer.' The
Qm uosho ferved. under hnn in the army,, havmg

5 en account. of the mnvemence, their. al-

lqwanm: fmm 1hf: ermperor on thc rents of the province,.

he had: “Eh@ p@wera for difobedience or notorious crimes,
0 ﬁ;fpend them from their Jagicersy until he fhould

seceive an . anfwer from court,, wherf: the difpute was.

_._exam;ned in tbe cabinet: - In'matters of juftice, there
sxefted an. appeal to his tribunal, from the Cazi or clnet—

juftice, though he feldom chofe to reverfe the decrces of

that judge. Difputes where property was not concerned,

' an'd where: the eftablithed laws had made no provifion,

‘were fettled by his autharlty, but he was-inftructed at

“his peril tot to turn: the. fubﬁ&s of thie empire out of
the lands, tenements,  or  houfes,. which -._th(-._}!__thf.ﬁ‘l_-

felves either poficfled or:built, or which. defcended: to-

themt fromutheiranceflosar a2 5.

3 : | The.
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The Dewan was the officer next in dignity to the

viceroy, in the province. He derived. his commifTion
from the emperor, as receiver-general of the revenue.
His office was altogether confined to the adminiftra-
tion and colle@ion of the Imperial rents and taxes,

- He correfponded with the minifter; he audited the

accounts of the governor; and as he had entire to

himfelf the charge and difpofal of ‘the public money,

QL.

he might, for good reafons, refufe to difcharge any

extraordinary and unprecedented expences; ot to iffue
out pay to new troops, raifed wit}iout apparent ne-
ceflity.  He prefided in the office called Dafter Ali,
or over all the Mutafiddies, or clerks of the cheque;
the Canongoes or public regifters; Crories, or col-

le@ors of the larger diftri¢ts; Fufildars, or colleGors

of the lefer diftri®s; Fotadars, or treafurers; Chow-

“dries, or chiefs of diftriéts ; Muckuddums, or head-men

of villages; and in general over all the officers  of the

Im perial revenue,

The Crorie of every Pergunna or larger diftri&, de-
rived his commiflion from the emperor.  His office,
though in miniature, was the exa& counterpart of the
Dewan; being the receiver-general of the county, if
the name may be ufed, as the former was of the whole
province. He was immediately accountable to the

3- ~ Dewan,
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'*’_m,'am -rw aﬁw,}ﬁe pafled ‘his accounts. He
pr ’ -'-"'."".&"t‘he mccipts of the Fotadar or treafurer of the
' Pergtmna or diftri@, for the fums which he had paid
.mﬁnt”""’__-, officer’s hands, fmm the colleGtions made by

n}m Fuﬁ‘idars, who, in the fubdmﬁons cf the Pergunna,

The Caﬂ:ﬁn ef' the larger d;ﬁn@cs was an oﬂicer com
mifﬁlontd by the emperor,  to fettle all matters and dif-

q,

W

Carciin; -

putes between the tenants and the officers of the reve-

| nue, and to prefervc the ancient ufages of the Pergun-~

' He ‘'was alfo a kind of {py upon all their private
as wdi as public tranfadions; he audited their accounts
pu‘bhcly, tranfmitting copies of them ‘monthly to court,

atteﬂed by the Sheickdars, Chowdries, and Canon-

gocs ‘of the diftri&." Thefe accounts bemg entered

with great regularity in the 'vifier's office at Delhi, the

emperor had an immediate view of the collections in the
pfonncc before the general accounts of ‘the Dewanny
- were adjuﬁe& and this was alfo a great check upon the
vﬁcc af tht: BeWan” 8

THhe view a‘ht!adjr prefentet} of the mode of eolleting
the Impf:nal revenue, renders it unneceflary to defcend
th.rough all the inferior offices in the department of the

receiver-

and othen

oiticers,
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receiver-general, - The revenues, it' muft be .'_-oBf'erved;
were never tranfmitted entire to the Imperial treafury in
the capital of the province, much lefs into that of the
empire. = The! expences incurred in‘every diftri¥ were
deduéted from the receipts ' of the Fotadar or treafurer
of the diftri¢t; and the difburfements of  the province in
general from thofe of the Dewan. = The furplus alone,
which was more or lefs according to accident, found its

qr,

way to the - Imperial exchequer. = The eftimates of the -

Imperial revenues are, therefore, not the fums received
in the exchequer at Delhi, but the grofs colle&ions in
every: province. ' ' -
The courts of juftice in Bengal, diftinguifhed by the
general name of Cutcherries, were of various ‘kinds.
They generally received their. defignation from  the
officer who. prefided in each, or within whofe jurifdic-

tion they were comprehended. -The Author of the |

Enquiry is not fully informed concerning the powers
of the different judges, or the. mode-of  proceeding in
their courts. + There arofe a chain of appeal from the
loweft to the higheft. An adion might  be removed
from any of the courts below before the Cazi of the
p-rovince, commonly  called Daroga Adalit, or - chief-
juftice; and from him there lay an appeal to the tribu-
nal of the viceroy. 7
| Inferior
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judgm weere. appointed . by an Imp’rml Jadges.
€on ___j""_gd, in every large diftrict, and in every con-
fide ble cxtys, with whom appeals relted, from the
i ﬂ@m !ftthe country, and from the decnhous of Cut-
P .'Wals,L ‘or mayors of towns. Thefe Cazis, or judges,
- were: veﬁed Wlth power to fummon /before them all
-fperfons, to examine  records, public 'regifters, grants,
and witnefles.  They were, at their peril, to pafs judg-
AT ﬁ;&&; imputiﬁlly,' ac’cérding to the laws of the Coran,
“and the canons and regulamms of the c:mpue They
'were ;mpowered to make and diffolve: marriages, to
. execute contra@s of every kind between individuals,
to  infli@& punifhments, which did net extend to
cither life or limb. ' They took cognizance of all riots,
diforders, and tumults; and they were denominated the
;gcne-ral guardians of the morals. of the people. They “'
were pmy;ded with an cflablithment of clerks, regifters,
and officers of the court. They paffed judgment in
 a fummary manner; and theu legal fees were one fourth
. of the matter in difpute, equally levied upon the plain-
6ff and, «defendant. T his regulation was intended to
prevent vexatious law-fuits, as well asto bring them
- to a fpeedy iffue, During the vigour of the Mogul
. empire, capital pumﬁ_ammts were hardly known in India,
When a crime which merited death was committed,
the Cazi, after a’ full proof of -the fadty by witnefies,
Vou. lil, R S prmouncud

&
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pronounced fentence againft the® guilty perfon; but,
without the confirmation of the viceroy, it could not
be put in execution. Though -the empire fometimes

~abounded with treafon, it was never punithed but in

the field.

In each fubdivifion of the Pergunna or diftri&, fub-
ject to the jurifdiction of the Cazior judge, there was an

-inferior officer called a Chowdri, fimilar to our jultice

of the peace.  Every village had its chief-man, who
was the ‘conftable of his own department. A Fogedar
was, properly fpeaking, the commander of the troops,
in every military ftation. He fometimes farmed the
lands in the neighbourhood; and being the imme-
diate reprefentative of the viceroy, he was confidered
as the principal officer in his diftriQ. But he

'- did not fit in judgment, the civil being always kept

diftin@& from the military department, under the go-
vernment of the Moguls, as long as it retained its
vigour. The Zemindars or general farmers, were fome-
times entrufted with the command of the troops in
their own ' diftricts; but in their courts they decided
only upon trivial difputes between the inferior huf~
bandmen.—Such was the government of Bengal, under
the empire of the houfe of Timur,

Revenue
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i - given, in the preceding {ection, of the government
i of BehgaLunder the Imperial houfe of Timur, the Au-
thor of the Enquuy will proceed toexplain the Revenues
J ,.x@‘emmt:rcc ‘of 'that once flourithing \and opulent
"]ﬂngdmm I the reign of theiemperor Jebang: rey the
'_-revamti@saf the provinces of Bengal and Bebar, both
it Whﬁ;h‘ ﬁat the fake of brevity, we comprehend under the
L >mm.,

| tnhe ihrmer, amounted to [ 2,796,719 13 2
! -ﬁnder his gtandibn Aurungzube .
_,. they encmafedto o S IR IS W 866 " 6

paiih 'n;-- =
J'-'II

. on 'ed Shuﬁia w:ho wrote an abndgment of the
_:“._.Hﬂtmry of the Empire, from the death of the illuftrious
. Akbir to! l;he fas;al invahion .of Nadir Shaw, where he
_,I_:_'n;;mmg the Pproviaces which. revolted during the i in-

i -_.ﬁmlel;it rﬁign ‘of Mahommed Shaw, eftimates the reve-
'_'nues of Bengal at fixty crores oF Ddms, or one crore and
ﬁ&ylack&nﬁrmp&es, which-fumis equal to. £ 1,875,000

. The revenues of Behdr, according to the

~Jame writery amounted to. farty-—ﬁvc
-CIOTEs: oszlms, T R R R e X;4006,250

e
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It appears, from the above calculation, that the reve-
nues of Bengal had been gradually increafing, in the
progrefs of the empire, through time. They continued
ftill to increafe, under the revolted Nabobs, fome of
whom brought into their treafury four millions of our
money, but not without ‘diﬁreﬂing the fubje&, and

QL

plundering him of a part of his wealth, It may be ne- .

ceflary to repeat an obfervation, already made, that not

above half the fum raifed upon the people came into

the coffers of government. The exa® fum tranfmitted -

annually to Delhi, before the diffolution of the empire,

of the amount, from the ruinous policy of the Imperial
court, when its ancient vigour began to decline, The
provinces of Bengal and Behir, during fome years of in-
dolence a.nd‘debil-ity, were farmed out to the viceroys,
who paid into the treafury, one million two hundred and
forty-nine thoufand nine hundred and ninety-nine
pounds. feventeen fhillings and fixpence of our mo-

ney.

This fum, it is {fuppofed, was a medium firuck, upot
an average of years, of the money remitted to the trea-
fury at Delhi, when the empire retained its force.. But
this ftipulated revenue, as might have been forefcen, was
never regularly paid. The viceroys acquired an inde-

3 pendent

t-'.f
)2

- 1s not eafy to alcertain; but we can form fome judgment
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pendent power, by a regulation which threw the whole
management of the province into their hands,” without
controul; and the vigour of the Imperial government,
in proportion, déclined.. The country prbﬁted, how-
ever, by the refraorinefs of its governor ; if his avarice
prompted him to raife more on the fubjed, the latter was
‘more able than before to pay the additional impoft, from
the revenue being kept and expended in the province.
Bengal began to flourifh, under anadditional load of op-
preflion. It yielded more to a fevere Nabob, than to the
milder government of the empire; and being relieved
from an annual drain of {pecie to Delhi, it became opu~
lent under a degree of rapine.
N

Though defpoti{m is not the moft favourable govern-
ment for commerce, it flourifhed greatly in Benga], un-
der the ftri¢t juftice of the houfe of Timur. Senfible of
the advantages which they theml(elves would derive from
a free commercial intercourfe between their fubje&s, they
were invariably the protectors of merchants. The mili-
tary ideas which they brought from Tartary, prev‘cn‘ted?
the principal fervants of the crown from engaging in

trade; and, therefore, monopolies of every kind were

difcouraged, and almoft unknown. - No government in
Europe was ever more fevere againft foreftalling and re-

grating,,

Commerce of
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chant. it

- the export of commodities and maqua&ures A peop!e,

gratmg, th*s,n was tbat of the Mogu]ﬁ u_; Inﬁ' '-'wlxth
to f’hc branchus of commérce.. A :pa]l
dutyWas Y ﬂ“ed by the crown, but this wa,s amply’re- |

paxd by the nevm‘- v1olated facumty gwen to thc n’icr— | |

Bengal from the mildnefs of its chmatq, the femhty
of its foil, and the natural mduﬂry of 'th‘e hit}doos, was
-always remarkable for its commerce, T he ea fy com-
munication by water from place to place, facﬁ&ated al
wmercatitile “intercourfe among the mhi‘lbitants. Evcry
village has its canal, every Pergunna its river, and the
whole kingdom the Ganges, which f'dhng, by va?rtéus

mouths, into the bay of Bengal, lays opt:n the ocean for

from an inviolable pre Judtce of réhg:on, ab"cemious, were
averfe toluxury themfelves; and the wants of natare were
fupplied almoft fpontancoufly by the {oil and’ climate.
The balance of trade, therefore, was, againft-all “nations,
in favour of Bengal'; ‘and it ‘was the fink whéré"gb:lﬂ and
filver difappeared, without the lealt profpe 'of re=
turn. i AT il

-

All the Europedn nations cattied chiefly on their com-

- merce with Bengal in bullion. -~ The Dutch, ‘at'a me-

 dium



- that kingdom, in bullion. =~ - -
The Englith - - ST i
The French, Danes; and Portuguefe = -

A 475,000
192,500
250,000

The exports of Bengal to the gulphs of

Perfia and Arabia, were very ‘great.
She {upplied Arabia, Perfia, T urkey,
Georgia, Armenia, and the lefler Afia
with her manufa&ures, and brought
home annually, into her coffers, of
gold - b ol (RO
Her trade in opium and piece goods to
the eaftern kingdoms of Afia, to the
Malayan and  Philippine  iflands,
brought yearly a balance in her fa-
vour of - - - -
The inland trade of Bengal, with the
upper Hindoftan and Aflam -
The coafting-trade with the coafts of
Coromandel and Malabir - -

'The above eftimate is made d‘eﬁgnedly

375,000

150,000
250,000

160,000

£ 1,85.2,500‘

low ; for were

we to argue from general principles, a greater fum muft
have been imported annually into Bengal. The twelye
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds remitted annuatly to

S )
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dium of ten years, threw annually into the bofom of

Obfervations;



