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A

D I S S E R T  A T  I O N

C O N C E R N I N G  T HE

O R I G I N  A ND  N A T U R E  o f  D E S P O T I S M

' I N

H I N B O S T  A N.

GO V E R N M E N T  derives its form from acci- Thedimat?
dent ’3 its fpirit and genius From the inherent man- indiff°f 

ners of the people. The languor occafioned by the hot 
climate of India, inclines the native to indolence and 
cafe; and he thinks the evils of defpotifm lefs fevere than 
the labour of being free. Tranquillity is the chief object 
of his defires. His happinefs conftfts in a mere abfence
of mifery; and oppreffioii mult degenerate into a foil) , 
which defeats its own ends before he calls it by the name 
of injuft ice. Thefe phlegmatic fentiments the Indian

carries



carries into his future date. He thinks it a mode of be­
ing, in which paffion is loft, and every faculty of the 
ioul fufpended,. except the confcioufnefs of exigence.

favourable to Other motives of paflive obedience join ifiue with the 
- - -  • >• love ofeafe. The fun, which enervates his body, pro­

duces for him, in a manner fpontaneouily, the various 
fruits of the earth. He finds fubfifterice without much 
to il; he requires little covering but the fhade. The 
chill blaft of winter is unknown; the feafons are only 
marked by an arbitrary number of nights and days.
Property being in fome'mcafurc unneceflary, becomes of 
little value; and men fubmit, without refinance, to vio­
lations of right, which may hurt but cannot defiroy 
them. Their religious inflitutions incline them to peace 
and fubmiilicn. The vulgar live with the aufterity of 
yfulofophers, as well as with the abftinencc of devotees.
Averfe themfclv.es to the commifficn of crimes, they re­
fen t no injuries from others; and their low diet cools 
their temper to a degree which paffion cannot inflame, "i

fiocoorage The fertility of the foil, which in other kingdoms 
C0,H';J- con|itutes the great profperity of the natives, was a

fource of misfortune to the Indians. Notwithftanding 
their abftinencc and indolence, they were in feme degree 
induftnous, and, in want of but few things themfdves,

7 their
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their own arts, ana the natural productions of their 
country, rendered them opulent. Wealth accumulated, 
in the progrefs of time, upon their hands; and they 
became objects of depredation to the fierce nations of 
the northern Alia. The facility of incurfion, among a 
peaceable and harmlefs race of men, encouraged con- 
queft. The vigors, in dead of carrying the fpoil into 
their native country, fat down where it had been found; 
and added the mini drat ion of the conquered to the 
other enjoyments of wealth,

Afia, the feat of the greateft empires, has been nl- A&uhvays
tflC 1C lit 01

ways the nurfe of the mod abject Haves. The moun- flaverr* 
tains of Per ha have not: been able to flop the progrefs of 
the tide of defpotifm ; neither h is it been frozen in its 
courfe through the plains of the northern Tartary, by 
the chill air of the North. But though defpotifm go­
verns Aha, it appears in different countries under va­
rious forms. The Arabs of the defart alone poltefs 
liberty, on account of the derility of their foil. Inde­
pendent of revolution and change, they fee, with un­
concern, empires falling and rihng around. They re­
main unconquered by arms, by luxury, by corruption ; 
they alter not their language, they adhere to their 
cudoms and manners, they retain their drefs. Their 
whole property conhds of flocks and herds, of their 

Vol. III. a tents
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tents paid arms. They annually make a final! and vo­
luntary prefent to the chief of their blood. They revolt 
againft: opprefiion ; and they are free by neceffity, which 
they miilake for choice. When men are obliged to 
wander for fubfiftance, deipotifm knows not where to 
find.its Haves.

Nature of the The Tartar, though a wanderer like the Arab, was1
Tartar D _ 7

never,equally free. A violent ariftocracy. always pre­
vailed in the country of the former, except in a few 
fhort periods, when the fortune of one eftablifhed a 
transient ddpotiiin over the whole. There man is 
armed againft man, chief againft chief, and tribe againft: 
tribe. War is no longer a particular profeftion, but the 
conftant occupation of all. , Men are more afraid of 
mpn in the folitudes of Tartary, than of beafts of prey.
The traveller moves with great circumfpedtioo, and 
hears an enemy in every blaft of wind. When he fees 
a tract in the fand, he. crolfes.it, and begins to draw his 
fword. Though the barrennefs of die country has pre­
vented the growth or introduction of luxury, avarice 
prevails, and he that has the leafifc to lofe is the moil: 
independent, where life is invariably rifqued for a tri­
fling fpoil. Robbery acquires the more honourable 
name of Conqueft ; and the afiafim is dignified with 
the-titlc of 'Warrior, ,,fT , ; , .  _' - ' ,

In
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■ In mountains which feparate Ferfia from India, 3rc! Afr*n 
tht iiatui e and face ol the country have formed a dif­
ferent fpecies of fociety. Every valley contains a com- ‘ 
nvunity fobjeft to a prince, whofe defpotifm is tempered 
by an idea eftauhfhsd among his people, that he is.the 
chief of their blood, as well as their fovereign. They 
obey him without reiuftaoce, as they derive credit to 
their family, from his greatnefi, ft hey attend him in his 
wars, with trie altacbunent which children have for a 

parent j and his government, though fever e, partakes 
more of the rigid difcipline of a general, than of the 

caprice o f  a defpot. Rude as the face of their country, 
and fierce and wild as the forms which cover their 

mountains, they love meurfon and depredation, and 
delight in plunder and in battle. United firmly to their 
friends in war, to their enemies faithlefs and cruel.
They place j u f  ice in force, and conceal treachery under 
the name of addrefs. Such are the Afgans or Patans, 
who conquered India and held it for ages.

The defpotifm which the Patans eftablifhed in their Defpotifm of 

conquefs, partook of the violence of their national cha- 
rafter at home. Their government was oppreffivc 
through pride, and tyrannical from paflion rather than 

from avarice. Reinforced by fucceflive migrations from * 
the mountains of AfganifMn, they retained"their native

a 2 fpirit
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fpirit in the midft of the luxuries of India. When the 
monarch became voluptuous and degenerate, they fup- 
plied his place with fome hardy chieftain from the norths 
who communicated his own vigour to the great machine 
of the date. The empire was fupported by a fucceffioa 
of abilities, rather than by an hereditary fucceffion o f 
princes; and it was the countrymen, and not the pofte- 
rity o f the firfl conquerors, who continued the domi­
nion of the Patans over India.

from that of The conqueft o f India by the family of Timur, pro-
the Moguls. 1 p  J  r i

ceeded from the abilities o f one man, and not from the 
effort of a nation. Baber himfclf was a Granger in the 
country in which he reigned, before he penetrated be­
yond the Indus. His troops confided of foldiers of for­
tune, from various countries; his officers were men 
who owed their rank to merit, not to fucceffion, The 
religion of Mahommed, which they in common pro- 
fefled, and their obedience to one leader, were the only 
ties which united the conquerors upon their arrival; and 
they were foon diffirpated in the extenfive dominions 
which their arms fubdued. The character o f the prince 
went down on the current of government; and. the 
mild difpofition. of his fuccefiors contributed to confirm 
the humane defpotifm which he had introduced into his 
conquefts.

A  continued



A  continued influx oi ftrangcrs Irom the noitliern diflercncc.

Alia, became neceffary for the fupport o f princes who 
profefled a different faith with their fubjeds, in the vaft 
empire o f India. J he army was recruited with foldiers 
from different nations; tlie court was occupied by 

nobles from various kingdoms. The latter were fol­
lowers o f the Mahommedan religion. In the regula­
tions and fpirit of the Coran, they loft their primary 
and charaderiftical ideas upon government; and the 
whole fyftem was formed and enlivened by the limited 
principles which Mahommcd promulgated in the de- 

farts o f Arabia.

The faith o f Mahommed is peculiarly calculated for- J j j J* *  

defpotifm; and it is one of the greateft caufes which 

muft fix for ever the duration of that fpccies o f govern­
ment in the Eaft. The legiflator furni&es a proof o f 
this pofition in his own condud, He derived his fuc- 
cefs from the fword, more than from his eloquence and 

addrefs.. The tyranny which he eftabliflied was-of the 
moft extenfive kind. He enflaved the mind as well as 
the body. The abrupt argument o f the fword brought 
convidion, when perfuafion and delufion failed. H eef- 

• feded a revolution and change in the human mind, as 

well as in ftates and empires; and the ambitious will 
continue to fupport a fyftem which lays its foundation 

i °n
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on  the pafiive obedience of thofe whom Fortune has once 
placed beneath their power.

Defpotifrn The unlimited power which Mahommedanifm gives 
to every man in his own family, habituates mankind to 
Slavery. Every child is taught, from his infancy, to look 
upon his father as the abfolute difpofer of life and death.,
The number o f wives and concubines which the more 
wealthy and powerful*entertain, is a caufe of animottty 
an*l quarrel, which nothing but a fevere and unaccount­
able power in the matter of a family can reprefs. This 
private fpecies of ddpotifm is, in miniature, the counter­
part of what prevails in the ttatc; and it has the fame 
cficift, in reducing all tne pafiions under the dominion 
of fear. Jeaioufy itfelf, that moft violent of the feelings 
of the fold, is curbed within the walls of the haram.
The women may pine in fecret, but they mutt; clothe 
their features with checrfulnefs when their lord appears.
Contumacy is produ&ive of immediate punifhment.
They are degraded, divorced, chaftifed, and even forne- 
times put to death, according to the degree of their 
crime or obttinacy, or the wrath of the offended huf~ 
band. No enquiry is made concerning their fate. Their 
friends may murmur; but the laws provide no redrefs;
for no appeals to public juftice iffue forth from the ha- 
ram.

You nor &
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Young men, with their minds moulded to fubieftion. ofthemaftm°  __ J 1 of families.
become themfelvcs mailers o f families in the courfe of 

time. Their power being confined within their own 

walls, they exercife in private, that defpotifni which they 
in public .dread. But though they are freed from do- 

meftic tyranny, they Hill continue Haves. Governors., 
magiftrates, and inferior officers, invefled with the 

power o f the principal defpot, whofe will is Jaw to the 
empire, exercife their authority with rigour. The idea 
o f paffive obedience is carried through every vein o f the 

Hate. The machine connected in all its parts, by arbi­
trary fway, is moved by the a&ive fpirit o f the prince; 

and the lenity or oppreffivenefs o f government, in all its 

departments depends upon the natural difpoHtion o f his, 
mind.

The law o f compenfation for murder, authorifed by Law ofeom-
\ • , , . . . . „  • penfation for

the Goran, is attended with pernicious efredh. It dc- murder. 
preHes the fpirit o f the poor; and encourages the rich in 
the unmanly paffion o f revenge. The price o f blood in 
India is not the third part of the value of a horfe. The 

innate principles of jufticc and humanity are weakened, 
by thefe means; fecurity is taken from fociety, as rage 
may frequently get the better of the love o f money. A  

religion which indulges individuals in a crime, at which 

the reH o f mankind ffiudder, leaves ample room for the

H cruelty

It % * , * ■
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cruelty of a prince. Accuftomed to lit in judgment on 
criminals, he becomes habituated to death. He miftakes 
pa'iion for judice. His nod is condemnation; men are
dragged to execution, with an abruptnefs which prevents 
fear. The incident has no confequence, but to imprefs 
terror on the guilty or fufpecled; and the fpe&ators 
fcarcely heed a circumftance, which its frequency has 

made them to expedt.

Bathing. The frequent bathing inculcated by the Coran, has,
by debilitating the body, a great effedl on the mind.
Habit makes the warm bath a luxury o f a bewitching 
kind. The women fpend whole days in water; and 
haflen by it the approach of age. The indolence of the 
men, which induces them to follow every mode o f pla­
cid pleafure, recommends to them a practice which Ma- 
hommed has made a tenet o f religion. The prohibition 
of wine is alfo favourable to defpotifm. It prevents that 
free communication o f fentiment which awakens man­
kind from a torpid indifference to their natural rights.
They become cold, timid, cautious, referved and inte- 
refhrd ; Grangers to thofe warm paffions, and that cheer­
ful elevation of mind, which render men in fome mea­
sure honeft and fincere. In the Eaft, there are no pub­

lic places o f meeting, no communications o f fentiments, 
no introdu&ion to private friendfhip. A  fullennefs, and

a love

* IZ  . . • ; ' : ' v f
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a love o f retirement prevail, which difunite mankind; 
and as all aflociations among men are prevented, the

hands o f  government are ftrengthened by the very virtue 
of temperance.

i I*'" dodlnne o f a rigid fate, or abfolute prcdeftina- Pnxteftiaa- 
tion, which forms one of the principal tenets o f the Ma~ 

hommedan religion, has a great influence on the charac­
ter and manners of men. When this opinion is adopt­
ed as an article o f faith, the neeeflity o f precaution is in­
culcated in vain. I he fatalift begins an action becaufe 
human nature is incapable o f abfolute idlenefs; but 
when a love o f repofe invites him, when an obriacle 
arifes before him to thwart his defigns, he has no motive 
ror perfeverance. He waits for another day, perhaps 
for another month : he at laft truth the whole to Provi­

dence, and makes God the agent in his very crimes*
Mifearriage can be no difgrace where fuccefs depends 
not on abilities ; and the general who lofes a battle 

through his own pufillanimity, lays the blame upon 
Providence.

I , • 1 * ' V * - ■

The extenfive polygamy permitted by the law of Ma- f oJvgam), 
hommed, has a fatal effect on the minds o f his follow- . 
ers; but it has its advantages as well as its defeats. The 

peculiar nature o f the climate fubjc&s women to dif-

VoL* IJI* h eafes,
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cafe, and hurries them forward in a few years to age;
One man retains his vigour beyond the common fuc- 
ceffion of three women through their prim e; and the 
law for a multiplicity of wives is neceffary for the fup- 
port of the human race. But the cuftom weakens pa­
ternal affe&ion ; for as a hufband cannot equally divide 
his regard among many women, the children of the fa­
vourite will be preferred. Even thefe will not be much 
beloved. The lofs of a child is no misfortune; and 
the care of preserving it is leflened, by the opportunity 
which the number of his women furnifhes to the father 
for begetting more. The child himfelf is no ftranger 
to this indifference ; and he fails in proportion in his 
duty. Be (ides, the jealoufy between mothers in the 
laaram grows into hatred among their fons. The af­
fection between brothers is annihilated at home.j and 
when they iffue forth into the world, they carry their 
animofkies into all the various tranfadions of. life*

Concealment Thefe religious tenets, which are fo favourable to
of women. o

defpotifm, are accompanied with lingular opinions and 
cuftoms, which are abfolute enemies to freedom and in-

V  -
dependence. The concealment of their women is fa- 
cred among the Mahommedans. Brothers cannot viftt 
them in private ; Grangers mu ft never fee them. This 
cxcedive jealoufy is derived from, various caufes. It 

6 proceeds

ft f  .



proceeds from religion, which inculcates female mo- 

deity ; it arifes partly from the policy o f government; 
it is derived from the nature o f the climate, where con­
tinence is a more arduous virtue than in the bleak re­
gions of the north. Honour confifts in that which 

men are moft folicitous to fecure. The chadity o f his 
wives is a point, without which the Afiatic mud not 
live. The deipot encourages the opinion ; as the pof- 
feffion of the women of his mod powerful fubjeds is a 
fufficient pledge for their faith, when abfent in expedi­
tion and war.

V/hen the governor o f a province falls under the fuf- i» efo* 
picion o f difaffedion for his prince, the drd dep taken 
againd him, is an order idued for fending his women to 

court. Even one o f his wives, and ffie too not the bed 

beloved, will bind him to his allegiance. His obedi­
ence to this mandate is the true ted o f his defigns. I f  

he in dandy obeys, all fufpicions vaniffi ; i f  he hefitates 
a moment, he is declared a rebel. His affedion for 
the woman is not the pledge o f his fidelity; but his 

honour is, in her perfon, in the cudody o f his fove- 

reign. Women arc lo facred in India, that even the 
common foldiery leave them unmoleded in the midd of 
daughter and devadation. The haram is a fandua- 

ry againd all the licentioufnefs o f vidory j and ruf-

k 2 fians,
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fians, covered with the blood of a hufband, fhrink back 
with confufion from the fecret apartments of his wives.

on their In the filcnce which attends defpotifm, every thing
mourn.

is dark and folemn. J.uftice itfeif is executed with pri­
vacy j and foaietimes a folitary gun, fired at midnight 
from the palace of the defpot, proclaims the work of 
death. Men indulge then delves under the veil oi fe- 
c i. cv ; and rejoice in their good fortune, when their' 
plcafurcs. can escape the eye of their prince, Volup- 
tuoufnefs is, therefore, preferred to luxury, Tire en­
joyment of the company of women is the chief object 
of life among the great i and when they retire into the 
kmduary of the haram, they forget, in a variety oi 
charms, their precarious fit nation in the date. The 
necefiary privacy enhances the indulgence ; and the ex­
treme fenfibility, perhaps, peculiar to the natives of a 
hot climate, carries pkafure to an excefs which unmans 
the mind. Men are podefied of fomethbg which they 
are afraid to lofe ; and defpotifm, which is founded on 
the principles of fear and indolence, derives liability 
and permanency from the deleds. and vices of its 
ilavcs.

RdicaioM The feeds of defpotifm, which the nature oi the clt-;
mate and fertility of the foil had.Town in India, were,

5 **'
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as lias been obferved, reared to period- growth by the 
Mahommedan faith. Wlien a people have been long 
fubjeded to arbitrary power, their return to liberty is 
arduous and almoft impoflible. Slavery, by the ftrength 

o f cuftom, is blended with human nature i and that 
undefined fome thing, called Public Virtue, exifts no 

more, The fubjed never thinks ol reformation ; and 
the prince, who only has it in his power, will intro­
duce no innovations to abridge his own authority.

Were even the defpot peddled o f die enthuliafin of 
public fpirit, the people would revolt againft the intro- 
dudion o f freedom ; and revert to that form oi govern­
ment, which takes the trouble o f regulation from their 

hands.

The dmplicity o f defpotifm recommends it to an in- onthenamr* 
dolent and ignorant race o f men. Its obvious impar­

tiality, its prompt juft ice, its immediate feverity againfl 

crimes, dazzle the eyes of the fuperficial, and raife in 
their minds a veneration little fhort of idolatry for their 

prince. When he is adive and determined in his mea- 

fures, the great machine moves with a velocity which 

throws vigour into the very extremities o f the empire.
jfi

His violence, and even his caprices, are virtues, where 
the waters mu ft be always agitated to preferve their

freftmefs; and indolence and irrcfoKtion can be his
only

/7 .



only ruinous vices. The firfl: indeed may injure the 
Hate; but by the latter it mud be undone. A  fevere 
prince, by his jealou fy o f his own authority, prevents the 
tyranny of others ; and, though fierce and arbitrary in 
himfelf, the fubjed derives a benefit from his being the 
foie defpot. His rage falls heavy on the dignified flaves 
of his prefence; but the people efcape his fury in their 
diftance from his hand.

t>{defpotifm. The defpotic form o f government is not, however, 

fo terrible in its nature, as men born in free countries are 
apt to imagine. Though no civil regulation can bind 
the prince, there is one great law, the ideas of mankind 
with regard to right and wrong, by which he is bound. 
When lie becomes an afiaflin, lie teaches others to ufe 
the dagger againfl: himfelf; and wanton ads o f injuflice, 
often repeated, deftroy by degrees that opinion which is 
the foie ioundation of his power. In the indifference of 
his fubjeds for his perfon and government, he becomes 
liable to the confpiracies of courtiers, and the ambitious 
fchemes o f his relations. He may have many flaves, 
but he can have no friends. His perfon is expofed to 
injury. A  certainty of impunity may arm even cowards 
againff him ; and thus, by his exccflive ardour for 
power, he with his authority lofes his life.

Defpotifm

A D I S S E R T A T I O N  on the



Defpotifm appears in its mofl: engaging form, under 
the Imperial houfe of Timur. The uncommon abilities 
of moft of the princes, with the mild and humane cha­
racter of all, rendered Hindoftan the mofl flourishing 
empire in the world during two complete centuries.
The manh and generous temper of Baber permitted not 
op predion to attend the victories of his fword. He 
came with an intention to govern the nations whom he 
fubdued; and felfifh motives joined ifliie with humani­
ty in not only fparing, but protecting the vanquifhed.
His invafion was no abrupt incurflon for plunder; and 
he thought the ufual income of the crown a fuflident 
reward for his toil. His nobles were gratified with the 
emoluments of government; and. from difpofition, an 
enemv to ufelefs pomp and grandeur, he chofe that his 
treafury fhould be gradually filled with the furplus of the 
revenue, than with the property o f individuals, whom 
the fortune of war had placed beneath his power. Awed 
by his high character, the companions of his victories 
carried his mildnefs and ftriCt equity through all the de­
partments of government. ri he tyranny of the family 
of Lodi was forgotten; and the arts, which had been fup- 
prefled by a violent defpotifm, began to rear their heads!,, 
under the temperate dominion of Baber.

Humaioon^,

/9
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Humaioon. Humaioon, though not equal in abilities to his father, 
carried all his mild virtues into the throne. He was vigi­

lant and aCtivein the administration of juftice, he fe- 
cured property by his edicts; and, an enemy to rapacity 
himfelf, he pun idled the oppreflive avarice of his depu­
ties in the provinces. 'The troubles which didurbed his 
reign were the edeCt o f the ambition o f others; and his 
expulfion from the throne was lefs a misfortune to him 
than to his fubjeCts. When he returned with victory, 
he left the mean paffion of revenge behind. He punilh- 
ed not his people lor his own difaders; he feemed to 
forget the pad, in the profpeCt of doing future good.
The nations o f India felt, by the benefit received from 
his prefence, how much they had lod by his abfence.
Though worn out under a fucceflion o f tyrants, during 
his exile, Hindoftan began to revive when he re-mount­
ed the throne. His fudden and unexpected death por­
tended a dorm, which was difiipated by the Iplendid 
abilities and virtues o f his fon.

Akbar, Akbar was poffeded of Baber’s intrepidity in war, of
Humaioon's mildnefs in peace. Bold, manly, and en- 

terprizing, he was an enemy to oppredlon; and he hated 
cruelty, as he was a dranger to fear. In the more Iplen- 

. did bufinefs ol the field, he forgot not the arts o f peace.

He
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He eftabliffied, byedidt, the right of the fubjecT: totranf- 
fer his property without the confent of the crown, and 
by ordering a regifter of the fixed rents of the lands to 
be kept in the courts of juftice in every diftridt, he took 
from his officers the power of opprefling the people.
Severe in his juftice, he never forgave extortion. He 
promoted juft complaints againft the fervants of the crown, 
by various proclamations. He encouraged trade, by an 
exemption o f duties through the interior provinces; and 
by the invariable protection given to merchants of all 
nations. He regarded neither the religious opinions nor 
the countries of men: all who entered bis dominions 
were bis fubjeCts, and they had a right to his juftice.
He ifiiied an edict which was afterwards revived by Au-
rungzebe, that the rents fliould not be increafed upon ; ,
thofe who improved their lands, which wife regulation
encouraged induftry, and became a fource of wealth to

the ftate.

Jehangirc, though unfit for the field, trod in his fa- Jehacgire. 

ther’s path in regulating the civil affairs o f the ftate.
Imprefled with a high fenfe o f the abilities of Akbar, 
he continued ail his edi&s in force; and he was the in­
variable proteflor of the people againft the rapacity and 
tyranny of his own officers. In his adminiftration of 
untice, he was icrupulous, fevere, and exaft; and i f  he *

V ol. III. c at
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at any time "gave a wrong decifion, it proceeded from a 
weaknefs rather than from a vice of the mind.

Shaw Jelun. His fon, Shaw Jehan, was poileffed o f better parts, 
and was more attentive than Jehangire to the bufinefs o f 

the fubjed. He was minutely acquainted with the ffate 
of the empire, and being free from that caprice and whim 
which threw a kind o f difgrace on the authority of his 
father, he rendered his people happy by the gravity, 
juftice, and folemnity o f his decifions. The empire 
flourifhed under his upright and able adminiftration. 
Oppreflion was unknown from the officers o f the crown, 
on account of the vigilance o f the emperor; and the 
Arid impartiality which he eftablifhed in the courts of 
juftice, diminifhed injuries between man and man.

Aurungzebe. Aurungzebe, to whom bufinefs was amufement, add­
ed the moft extenfive knowledge of the affairs of the 
empire, to an unremitting application. He made him- 
felf minutely acquainted with the'revenue paid by eve­
ry diftrid, with ,the mode of proceeding in the inferior 
courts, and even with the charader and difpofition of 
the feveral judges. He ordered the regifter of the rents 
to be left open for the infpedion of all, that the people 
might diftinguifh extortion from the juft demands of the 
crown. He commanded, that men verfed in the ufages

of
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of the feveral courts, in the precepts of the Coran, and 
in the regulations eftabiifhed by edids, ffiould attend at 
the public expence, and give their opinion to the poor 
in matters of litigation. He eftabliffied a mode of ap­
peal beyond certain fums; and he difgraccd judges for 
an error in judgment, and punifhed them feverely for 
corruption and partiality. His adivity kept the great 
machine of government in motion through ail its mem­
bers : his penetrating eye followed opprefficn to its moil 
fecret retreats, and his ftem juftice eftablifhed tranquil­

lity, and fccurcd property over all his extenfive domi­

nions.

When Baber, at the head o f his army, took pofleBlpn ®‘ate ofLt!' - 

of the dominions of the Imperial family o f Lodi, he con­
tinued to the crown the property o f all the lands.
Thefc being annually rented out to the fubjed, furnifh- 
cd thofe immenfe revenues which fupported the une­
qualled fplendor o f his fucceffors in the throne. The 
property of individuals confifted, at firft, o f moveables 
and money only ; and the officers o f the crown could 
not even difpofe of thefe by will, without the written 
confent of the prince. Time, however, wrought a 
change in things. The pofkrity of Baber alienated, for 
particular fervices, elates from the crown in perpetuity; 
and thefe defeended in fucceffion by will, or if.the pro- .

c 2 prietor
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prietor died inteftate, by an equal divifion to his chil­

dren, according to the law of the Coran. This kind of 

property was alfo transferable by fale; and it has been 

judged, that one third part o f the empire was given 

away by this fpecies o f grants from the crown.

property. Thefe grants, however, were not always a fufficient 

fecurity againft the violence o f the crown. Some of the 

emperors found themfelves obliged to refume many 
cflatcs by an edidt ; and it muft be confefled, that poli­
tical neceflity juflified the meafure. Princes who con­

tended for the empire were lavifh in their donations; 
aiid, had not an acd: of refumption fometimes taken 

place, the revenue o f the crown would, in procefs o f 
time, have been annihilated. There was, however, a 

kind o f equivalent given to the proprietors; a penfion 
Vvus fettled upon themfelves, and their children were re­
ceived into the fervice o f the government. The wealth 
of the officers o f the crown is, after their death, confi- 
dered as Imperial property ; but unlefs it is immenfe, it 
is never appropriated by the prince; and even in that 
cafe a proper provifion is made for the children, and 
they have, by an eflablifhed cuffom, a right to be em­
ployed in fome of the departments o f the ffinte. The 
women of the dcceafed receive annual penfions accord-

ing
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ing to their rank; and they may either live in widow­
hood, or make new alliances by marriage.

The Mogul fyftem of government admits of no here- of
ditary honours. Every man in lift owe his preferment 
and rank to himfelf, and to the favour of his prince.
High birth, however, was refpe&ed; and, to a perfon 
of abilities, it was a great recommendation at the court 
of princes proud of their own noble origin. The ranks 
and degrees of nobility were for the moft part offi­
cial, excepting thofe of the military kind. Judges, men 
of letters, and eminent merchants, have been frequently 
dignified with titles, and admitted into the circle of the 
principal nobles in the Imperial prefence. The nobles 
confifted of three orders. The E m i r s , who were the 
firft officers of ftatc, and the viceroys of provinces; the 
C h a n s ,  who held high ports in the army; and the B a­
h a d u r s ,  who may in fome meafure be compared to our 
knights. The number of which thefe three orders con­
fifted was arbitrary, and each of them had peculiar pri­
vileges in the empire, and a demand on the refpedt of 

the undignified part of the fubjedts.
* V . \

The courfe of juftice ran through the fame grada- Form of 
tions, which the general reafon of mankind feems to have 
eftabliffied in all countries fubjedt to regular govern- *

ments.
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mcnts. The-provinces were divided into' chftrids; in 
each of which, a judge, appointed by the emperor, decid­
ed in criminal as well as civil affairs. He pronounced 
judgment on capital offences, but his feiitence was never 
put in execution without: the confent and warrant of 
the governor of the province. In difputes concerning 
property, there lay an appeal to the fupreme court, in 
which the viceroy preiided in perfon. Every province 
was, in miniature, a copy of the empire. Three princi­
pal judges, with high titles of dignity, fat, with'many 
aiTdlors, in the capital. They not only decided upon 
appeals, but fuits might originate before them. The 
emperor himfelf, in the prefence of his nobles, prefided 
aimed every day in this court, which generally fat for 
two hours in the hall of public judice.

âft-ice. W hen  the matter appeared clear, the prince, without
much hcfitation, pronounced judgment; when it was 
doubtful, witneffes were examined, and the opinion of 
the judges afked on the point of law. Should the fuit 
appear intricate, it was referred to the judgment of the 
court in their own common hall; but the fubjed might 
appeal from their decifion to the emperor and his aifeffors 
m  the chamber of audience. Thele courts, both when 
the monarch was prefent and when he was abfent, were 
left open to the people. No judgment was ever pro- 

7 nounced
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nounced fecretly, except when the power of the delin­
quent rendered a public trial dangerous to the ftate.

The great officers of ftate, by a kind of prefcription, Sr™1 °f 
formed a council which anivvers to our cabinet* The 
emperor afked their advice upon affairs of moment; he 
heard their fentiments, but nothing came ever to a vote.
They were his advifers, but they had no controul on 
his power. He frequently called to this council men in 
inferior departments; and when the deliberation con­
cerned any particular province, the nobles beft acquaint­
ed with that part of the empire, were admitted into the 
cabinet. The offences of the firft rank of nobility 
came under the cognizance of this council, as well as 
other matters of ftate. They were a kind of jury, who 
found the matters of faff, and the fovereign pronounced 
the fentence. He might, by his defpotic power, iftue 
out a warrant of death without their advice; but the 
known opinions of mankind on that fubjeff bound him 
like a law.

To thefe great lines of the government of the Moguls, Refleaionr 

fome reflections may be joined. Conquefts made by 
incurfion, rather than by war, muff be retained by vio­
lence. The fword, which obtained the empire, fupport- 
ed it under the houfe of Timur. Their fubjeff s obeyed 

' them
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them from neccfuty more than from choice; and the 
lenity of their adminiftration arofe more from the mild - 
nefs of their difpohtion, than from the fpirit of their re-7 

gulatio'ns. The defpotic principles of the Tartars, in­
grafted upon the Mahommed-an tenets of religion, led to 
force; and feemed to recognize no obedience but that 
which proceeded from fear. This circumftance obliged 
the defpot to mveil his deputies in the provinces with a 
great part of his power; and when they left his capital, 
they only did not abfolutdyrife from Subjects into princes.

Z S S  . This communication of power, though in feme mea- 
fure necedary to command the people, became dangerous 
to the prince. I he Imperial deputies began to I ole their 
allegiance in proportion to their diftance from the throne.
The governors became, in fame meafure, independent, 
though they profefTed obedience to the Imperial edids.
A certain portion of the revenue was remitted to court; 
and the deputy, in a venal court, found frequently means 
to retain the favour of his prince, when he difobeyed his 
commands. Every idea of loyalty was, towards the 
decline of the empire, deftroyed among the people 
of the diftant provinces. They heard of an emperor, 
as the fuperftitious hear of a guardian angel, whom 
they never behold. An indifference for his fate 
fucceeded to his want of power. A peafant, at the 
end of many months, was informed of a revolution

at
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at Delhi. He ft opt not his oxen, nor converted the 

plow-fhare into a fword. He whiftied unconcerned 

along his field j and enquired not, perhaps, concerning 
the name o f the new prince.

Notwithftanding this indifference in the inferior fort, of ?<>*«. 
the emperor every day extended fymptoms o f his fuperior 
power to the very extremities o f his empire. His edids 
were tranfmitted to every d iftrid ; they were publicly read, 

and regiftered in the courts o f juftice. They became a 
fecunty to the people againft the impofitions o f the go­

vernor. An appeal lay from his decifions, by a petition 
to the emperor' in the hall o f audience. This dodrine 
was inculcated by the edids ; and feme o f the op- 

preffed took advantage of the promile o f juftice which 
they contained. Their petitions, whenever they found 

accefs to the throne, were heard with the attention 
Which a jealous prince pays to his own power; and 
there are many inftances in which the governors o f pro­
vinces have been feverely punilhed for an a d  of injuftice 

to a poor peafant. Never to forgive opprefiions againft 

* ^elplefs and low, was an eftablifhed maxim among
all the princes o f the houfe o f Timur.

The power of difpofing o f the fucceftion naturally be- on the rule* 
tangs to a defpot. During his life, his pleafure is the

VoL‘ I i r* d law.
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law. When he dies his authority ceafes; but the 
Prength of cuftom has made his will, in favour of any 
of his fons, a iuperior title to primogeniture. The power 
is, in Tome meafiire, neceflary. A prince having an in ­
dependent right of fucceffion to the throne, might be 
very troublefome to his father in an empire ePabliPied 
an the principles which we have deferibed. The weight 
which he might derive from his hopes, would clog the 
wheels of government, which, under a fyPem of def- 
potiG.ii, can admit of no delays, no obPrudlions, no di­
vided or limited power. Terfonal abilities, under fuch 
a fyPem, are more ncceiiary than under eftabliflied 
laws. A weak prince brings more calamities than a ci­
vil war. A minority is dreadful; and it can fcarce cx- 
i.Pt, where the voice of the prince is the living law, which 
moves the whole machine of the Pate.

t0 ITecefiity frequently excufes, in the.eyes ol mankind, 
lre tkone- the Worft of crimes. A prince of abilities, who mounts 

a throne in the Eaft by the exclusion of an elder brother, 
efcapes the deteftation of his fubje&s from the good 
which they hope to derive from his fuperior parts. Even 
fratricide lofes its name in felf-prefervation, combined 
with the public good. The greatnefs of the crime is 
e clip fed by the greatnefs of the oBjetf:. N Succcfs is a di-
y.in&ecifion; and the Pate gives up the lives of the un­

happy
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happy fufferers, as a facrifice to its own repofe. To be 
born a prince, is therefore a misfortune of the word: and 
moft embarrafling kind. Fie mud; die by clemency, or 
wade through the blood of his family to fafety and em- 
pire.

The Hindoos, or the followers of the Brahmin faith, M1Idners 
are in number far fuperior to the Mahommedans in H in- 
doftan. The fyftem of religion which they profefs, is 
only perfectly known in the effedl which it has upon the 
manners of the people. Mild, humane, obedient, and 
induftrious, they are of all nations on earth the mod: 
eahly conquered and governed. Their government, 
like that of all the inhabitants of Afia, is defpotic; 
it is, in fuch a manner, tempered by the virtuous prin­
ciples inculcated by their religion, that it feems m ild­
er than the moft limited monarchy in Europe. Some 
o f the reigning princes trace their families, with clear- 
nefs, above four thonfand years; many of them, in a 
dubious manner, from the dark period which we place 
beyond the flood. Revolution and change are things 
unknown; and ahaffinations and confpiracies never 
exift.

Penal laws are fcarce known among the Hindoos; 0f the 
for their motives to bad actions are few. Temperate in

d 2 their

I  I ■ ■ <sl
ORIGIN of DESPOTISM in HINDOSTAN. xxxv

■ . - *■; ’ ■ 3! .



' GoSd\ ' - ,-v d ~ . : d .

f ( l ) l  ' ' '■ (fiT
A D I S S E R T A T I O N  m the

their living, and delicate in their confutations, their paf- 
fions are calm, and they have no object; but that o f liv­
ing with comfort and eafe. Timid and fubmiffive, from 
the coldnefs of a vegetable diet, they have a natural ab­
horrence to blood. Induflrious and frugal, they pofletfs 
wealth which they never ufe. Thole countries, governed 
by native princes, which lay beyond the devaluations of 
the Mahommedans, are rich, and cultivated to the high- 
eft degree. Their governors encourage induftry and 
commerce; and it is to the ingenuity of the Hindoos, 
we owe all the line manufactures in the Eaft. During 
the empire of the Moguls, the trade o f India was carried 
on by the followers of Brahma. T he bankers, icribes, 
and managers of finance were native Hindoos, and the 
wileft,princes o f the family of Tim ur protected and en­
couraged fuch peaceable and ufeful fubjeds.

*

TtZmcnu* The nation o f the Mahrattors, though chiefly com- 
pofed of Rajaputs, or that tribe of Indians whole chief 
bufinefs is war, retain the mildnefs of their countrymen 
in their domeftic government. When their armies car­
ry deftrudion and death into the territories of Mahom­
medans, all is quiet, happy, and regular at home. No 
robbery is to be dreaded, no impetition or obftrudion 
from the officers of government, no protedion necdia­
ry but the fhade. To be a ftrangcr is a fufficient fecu-

y" rity.
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rity. Proviiions are furnilhed by hofpitality; and when 
apeafant is aiked for water, he runs with great alacrity, 
and fetches milk. This is no ideal picture of happineis.
T he Author of the Dillertation, who travelled lately into 
the country oi the Mahrattors, avers, from experience, 
the truth o f his obfervations. But the Mahrattors, who 

have been reprefented as barbarians, are a great and 

riling people, fubjed to a regular government, the prin­
ciples oi which are founded on virtue.

A N *
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Plan for reftoring that Province to its former 
Profperity and Splendor.

S T A T E  OF B E N G A L  UN DER T H E  M O G U L S .

Preliminary Obfervatlom,

T H E affairs of India, though long of great inir Refleftiaa*. 
portance to this kingdom, have only very lately 

become objeds of public attention. Fads N coming 
from afar ..made little impreffion* their novelty could 
not rouzcj nor . their variety amufe the mind. With a 
felf-denial uncommon in a fpirited nation, we heard, 
without emotion, of the great adions of fame of our 
countrymen; and, if we liftened to any detail of oppref-

lions
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fions committed by others, it was with a phlegmatic 

indifference, unworthy of our boafted humanity. A  

general diftafte for thefubjed prevailed; an age, marked 
with revolution and change, feemed ready to pafs away, 

without being fenfible o f events which will render it 
important in the eyes o f pofterity.

A uthorofthe The current public opinion has, at length, taken 
another diredion. Men are rouzed into attention, with 

regard to a fubjed which concerns the welfare o f the 

Hate. They begin to decide, in their own minds, upon 

affairs which Hand in need of the interpofition o f the 
nation; and they {hew an inclination to be informed, as 
well as a willingnefs to corred miftakes and to redrefs 
grievances. This conflderation has induced the author 
o f the following obfervations, to fubmit them, with all 

due deference, to the public. He has been, for years, a 
blent fpedator o f the tranfadions of the British na­

tion in the Eaft; and it is, from the means of informa­

tion which he has poffeffed, that he hopes to give 
fomething new to the world. With hands guiltlefs o f 

rapine and depredation, he affumes the pen without 
prejudice, and he will ufe it with all decent freedom 
without fear.

a brief ac- The empire o f the Hindoos over all India, came 

down from the darkeft and moft remote antiquity,

7 - to



to the 170th year before the Chriflian asra, when it was 
diflblved by civil difcord and war. Bengal, like many 
other provinces, Baited up into an independent king­
dom, and was governed by fucceffive dynamics of Rajas, 
who chiefly reflded at the now deferted capital of Ghor.
Under thefe princes, it. continued a powerful and opu­
lent kingdom, to the beginning of the thirteenth cen­
tury, when it was Arid invaded by the Mahommedans, 
under a prince of the race of Chilkgf, who poffefled the 
countries near the fource of the Oxus. The name of 
tills Tartar invader was Eas-ul-dien ; but he was ibon 
after reduced to fubje&ion by Altumfh, the Patan em­
peror of Delhi, who formed Bengal into a province, 
governed by a lieutenant, who derived his authority 
from the conqueror.

Bengal, during the dominion of the Patans in India, oft!,c ,f out 
was frequently fubjecd to revolution and change. When m 1 -ns 
a prince of abilities fit on the throne of Delhi, it held 
of the empire; when the emperor was weak, it became 
an independent fovereignty under its governor. When 
the valour and conduct of Baber put an end to the 
government of the Patans at Delhi, feme of that race 
remained untouched in Bengal The misfortunes of 
Humaioon, in the beginning of his reign, not only 
prevented him from extending the conquefts of his 
kflier, but deprived him even of the throne which Baber 

V0L.III. e ^  had
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had acquired; and death followed too foon,upon his re­
turn, to permit him to reduce the wealthy kingdom of 
Bengal by his arms. The glory of this conqueft was 
referved for his fon, the illuflrious Akbar, who, by the 
expulfion of Daood, the laft king of Bengal of the 
Patan race, annexed it in the year 15 7 4  to his empire. 
Viceroys from Delhi governed the kingdom, from that 
period, till the debility of Mahommed Shaw gave fcope 
to the ufurpation of Aliverdi; and now, by a wonder­
ful revolution of fortune, the fovereigns of that diftant 
province are created by the deputies of the Eaft India 
company.

cf Bengal. To give an enlarged idea of the fubjedt, it may not
be improper to enquire into the mode o f government, 
which the Moguls eftablifhed in the important province 
o f Bengal. T o  impofe nothing merely fpeculative 
upon the public, the Writer of the Differtation has en­
deavoured to derive his information from undoubted 
authority. He has, therefore, tranflated and annexed 

to his work, the commiffions granted by the court of 
Delhi to its principal officers in the provinces: From 

which it will appear, that the defpotifm of the houfe of 
Timur was circumfcribed by eftabJifhed forms and re­
gulations, which greatly tempered the rigid feverity of 

that form of government*

£ Various
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Various Tenures under the Mo?uh\

H E Mogul Tartars, when the/ conquered India, 
carried a fiyltem of neceflary policy through the 

countries which their arms had fubdued. Inftead 
of fazing the lands of the vanquished, they con­
firmed them in their pofiefiioos,, The number of the 
conquerors bearing no proportion to the conquered, 
fell-prekrvation obliged the firft to adhere together, and 
to hold the fword in their hands. Had they attempted 
to fettle in different provinces, they would have foon 
cea fed to be a people; and their power would have 
been broken by feparation. They retained, therefore, 
their military character j and, when they reduced a 
province, they made the taxes paid to former princes, the 
invariable rule of their impolls. The people changed 
their lords, but if their government buffered any 
change, it was in the fubftitution of a milder defpotifoi, 
in the place of the fierce tyranny of the Patans.

Many of the Rajas, or indigenous Indian princes, had, Tributary 
from the nr.fi: eftablifhment of the Mahommedans in 
India,, been permitted to retain a great: part of their 
ancient poffefiions, which they continued to govern by 
their own laws, without any appeal from their jufffdic- 

,k. -i e 3 tion
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tion to the courts o f juftice ehablilhed by Imperia 
commiffions. T he only mark of homage paid by the 
Rajas, was a certain annual tribute. The houfe of 
Timur, no lefs remarkable for their prudence than for 
their clemency and juftice, never encroached upon the 
privileges of the tributary princes. They found, that 
though the Rajas paid not to the crown above half the 
fum raifed upon the fubjed, their policy, induftry, 
and good government, were fo much fuperior to 
thofe of the Moguls, that the countries which they 
poftefied, yielded as much in proportion to their ex­
tent, as thofe which they had farmed out to Zemin­
dars of their own nation and faith. In the two provinces 
which the Britifh nation now poffefs, and which, for the 
future, we will diftinguifh by the general name of Ben­
gal, many diftrids of greater extent than any county in 
Britain, are hill poftefted by the aboriginal Rajas. But 
we are more rigid than the Moguls: we have encroached 
on their privileges, and annihilated their power. Dur­
ing the domination of the houfe of Timur, one fourth 
of Bengal was fubjed to thefe hereditary lords.

dlfzmin- The divifion of the province which was more im- 
<bH* mediately under the Mahommedan government, was 

parcelled out into extenfive diftrids, called Chucklas, 
refembling, infome meafure, ourcountiesj and into leffer

divifionsj



dividons, like our ancient tithings. Thefe were lett to 
Zemindars, or farmers of the Imperial rents, who fome- 
times poffeded a whole diftrid, or Chuckla; as the Zemin­
dar o f Purnea, who affirmed the dyle and date of a 
Nabob, though only a farmer of the revenue, under the 
unfortunate Surage-ul-Dowla. The court of Delhi, 
under the bed princes, was venal. A fum of money, 
fecretly and properly applied, often fecured the poffef- 
fion of his office to the Zemindar during life; and he 
even was fometimes enabled to tranfmit it to his heirs, 
till, by length of time, they were, in fome meafure, 
confidered as lords of their refpedive didrids.

The farmers, however, had no leafe from the crown Their power- 
of the lands over which they predded. Their authority 
for colleding the rents from the inferior tenants, was 
derived from a written agreement, for a certain annual 
fum to be paid to the treafury, exclulive of the Imperial 
taxes. To prevent impodtion on the poorer lort, in 
every didrid there was edabliihed a regider, in which 
the rents and imports upon every village and farm were 
entered, and open to the infpedion of all. The regi- 
dered rents and impods were colleded by the Crorie of 
the didrid, who was edabliihed in his office by an 
Imperial commiffion. He was accountable for the 
whole, even to the lad Dam, as the commiffion ex- 
preffes it, to the Fotadar or treafurer of the didrid, who*

paid I

Iff
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paid them into the hands of the Dewan, or receiver- 
general of the Imperial revenues in the province.

reftriaed The rights or dues of the Dewanny,.- or the reve­
nue paid to the crown, did not amount to above half 
the fum railed upon the fubjed by the great farmers.

■
Thefe were, from time to time, permitted to raife the 
rents upon the inferior tenants, in proportion to the 
general improvement of the lands. The furplus, 
which was known to government from the public're- 
gilders of the diftri&s, was, in part, allowed to the gene­
ral farmers, for the purpofe of building hoiifes for the 
hufbandmen, for furnifhing them with implements of 
agriculture, for embanking to prevent inundations, far 
making refervoirs of water for the dry feafon; and, in 
general, for all expences attending the improvement 
and cultivation of the lands; which otherwife would 
have rendered the accounts of government intricate and 
perplexed.

■ ;' # %
b y  the crown. The great farmers, however, were not permitted to 

epprefs the tenants with exorbitant rents; neither was 
it their ititered to extort from the hufbandmen funis 
which would render them incapable of cultivating their 
lands, and of living comfortably upon the fruits of their 
toil. In the Imperial officers of the revenue, the pocr

., had
j
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had friends, and the Zemindar fpics upon his conduct.
They were fuch checks upon him, that he could con­
ceal nothing from their obfervation. They transmitted 
monthly accounts of his tranfactions to court. If the 
tenants were able, without oppreffion, to pay the ad­
ditional rent, the demands of the crown rofe at the ex­
piration of the year upon the farmer, in proportion to 
the new import ; if they were found incapable of bear­
ing the burden, the Zemindar was turned out of his 
office for his avarice and imprudence.

A double revenue, it appears from what has been A double*
A 1 revenue.

already obferved, rofe to the crown from the lands; the 
ancient rent, eftablifhed at the conqueft of India by the 
Moguls, and the fums which proceeded from the an­
nual contra&s with the great farmers. The viceroy of 
the province was verted with the power of letting the 
lands; and he was obliged to tranfmit to the receiver- 
general a record of the fums payable by each Zemindar.
The caufe of this mode of raffing the revenue is ob­
vious. The detail of accounts, the making of con­
trails with the inferior tenants, would have rendered 
the bufinefs of government too minute and too expen- 
rtve; and to have permitted the general farmers to 
manage their diftriits without either check or controul, 
would have given birth to fcenes of o> preffion,

which
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which Fate had refcrvcd for an unfortunate people, to 
our times. The Mogul empire is now no more; and 
the fervants of the freeft nation upon earth have left the 

body o f the people to the mercy o f the Zemindars,

mindars,""6* The general farmers o f diftri&s were not the only 
perfons known by the name of Zemindars. Men, who 
poffefled eftates for file, and fometimes in perpetuity, 

free from all taxation, by virtue of imperial grants, were 
dilfinguifhed by the fame title. Thefe grants were 
generally given to learned and religious men, to fa­
vourite fervants at court, to foldiers who had deferved 
well of their prince, and they were refpe&ed by fucceed- 
ing emperors, and feldom revoked. One fixth -part of 
the lands in Bengal had been conferred, in perpetuity, 
by different princes, on their favourites and adherents.
Many of thefe eftates have fallen into the Haft India 
Company, from a failure o f heirs; and others daily fall, 
as the property is not transferable by file. A  minute 
enquiry might greatly increafe our revenue. Many 

grants laid to be derived from the emperor, are only 
from the governors of the province; many are in the 
poftHbon o f men who cannot trace their blood to the 
original proprietors. A  fucceftion o f revolutions has 
rolled one part o f Bengal upon the other; and it k  
not hitherto fettled from confufton.

Lands

' - LfU ' '
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Lands were held by a tenure lefs permanent, of the Different 
emperors of Hindoftan. A firman or Imperial man- 
date, called by the name of Jagieer, was ifiued fre­
quently to particular men. This fpecies of grant was 
for no term of years. It was given through favour, 
and revocable at pleafure. When any perfon was 
raifed to the rank of an Omrah, it was an eftablifhed 
rule to confer upon him an eftate, for the fupport of 
his dignity. This, however, was nothing more than an 
allignment on the revenues of the crown, arifing from 
a fpecified tradt of land in a diftridt, named in the 
body of the grant. The grantee had no bufinels 
with the tenants, as he never refided on the eflate 
allotted for his fubfiftence. He fent his agent every 
feafon to the public officers of the diftridt; and his 
receipt to them, for his allowance, was received by the 
Dewan, as a part of tire Imperial revenue. No con­
ditions of fervice, none for the maintenance of troops, 
was annexed to this grant. Thele are the fables of 
men who carried the feudal ideas of Europe into their 
relation of the hate of India. The armies of the em­
pire were paid out of the public treafury. Every pro­
vince had its particular eftabliffiment of troops, which 
the governors were impowered to augment in times of 
rebellion and commotion.

V ol. III. f  During
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tenure* During the domination of the houfe of Timur, there
was no transferable landed property in flu id  oftan ; 
excepting gardens, orchards, houfes, and feme fmall 
portions of ground, in the environs of great cities, for 
which merchants and wealthy tradefmen had obtained 
particular grants, diftinguifbed by the name of Pottas.
This fpecies of property was repeatedly fecured by ge­
neral edicts, for the encouragement of building, for the 
accommodation of citizens, and the improvement of 
towns. Grants of this kind did not always proceed 
from the crown. The governors of provinces were im- 
powered to iffue Pottas, under certain limitations and 
refhictious: the principal one of which was, that the 
ufual rent of the ground fhould be paid regularly 
by the proprietor, to the collectors of the Imperial re­
venue.

under tie Tenures of other various kinds w ere common in.
Umpire- . , . ,

Bengal, as well as in the other provinces or the empire.
An alignm ent was frequently granted, upon a fpecifled 
trad of land, for the discharge of a certain fum ; and 
when the fum was paid, the alignment expired. Par­
ticular farms were burthened with penfions, called Al« 
tumga, to holy men and their defeendants, without 
their ever having any concern in the management of the 
lands. The defpot refereed the people entire to him fell >

and
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and eftablifhed his power by preventing oppreffion.
Certain imports were- alfo appropriated for the main­
tenance of Mullas.or prierts, for the fupport of places of 
worfhip, public fchools, inns, highways, and bridges.
Thefe imports were laid by the receiver-general of the 
revenue, upon the different hufbandmen, in proportion 
to the rent-which they paid; and the tax was diftin- 
guifhed by the name of the impofitions of the Dewan,

C iv il Officers and Courts o f Jufi'ice,

J  N ftates fubjed to defpotifm, the legislative, the ju - Defrotin» 
dicial and executive power are verted in the prince.

He is the adive principle which exifts in the center of 
the machine, and gives life and motion to all its parts.
His authority and confequcnce, however, depend, in a 
great meafure, on the degreee in which he communi­
cates his power to his officers. If  he gives them all his 
authority, the reverence for his perfon is loft in the 
fplendor of his deputies. If  he bertows only a fmali 
part of his power on his fervants, that terror, which 
is the foundation of his government, is removed 
from the minds of his fubjeds; and a dqor is opened 
for commotion, licentioufnefs, and crimes. The 
emperors of India, of the' houfe of Timur, had, for 
two centuries, the good fortune to clothe their officers

f  2 with
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with that happy medium of authority which was E f­
ficient to govern, without the power of opprefling the 
body of the people.

■ "ogfis. ^ 9 The defpotifm of Hindoftan, it ought to be obferved, 
was never a government of mere caprice and whim. 
The Mahoinmedans carried into their conquefts a code of 
laws which circurnfcribed the will of the prince. The 
principles and precepts of  the Coran, with the com­
mentaries upon that book, form an ample body of laws, 
which the lioufe of Timur always obferved; and the 
practice of ages had rendered fome ancient ufages and 
edkfls fo facred in the eyes of the people, that no pru­
dent monarch would chufe to violate either by a wam- 
ton a& of power. It was, befldes, the policy of the 
prince, to protect the people from the oppreflivenefs. of 
his fervants. Rebellion fprung, always from the great; 
and it was neceflary for him to fecure a party againfl 
their ambition, among the low..

The Imperial governor of a. province, known by tfie 
corrupted name of Nabob, in the Eaft as well as in 
Europe, was an officer of high dignity and authority-; 
but his power, though great, was far from being un­
limited and beyond confroul. He conferred titles 
below the rank of an Omrah; he was permitted to

grant

LfQ
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grant eftates till they fhould be confirmed by the crown*
H e appointed and difmified at pleafure all officers both 
civil and military, excepting a few, whom we ffiall 
have occafion to mention, who aded by com million, 
under the leal of the empire; and forne of thefe, upon 
misbehaviour, he could fufpend till the emperor s 
pleafure was known, He let the lands to the general 
farmers, in conjunction with the Dew a n ; but he bore 
no part in the collodion of the revenue, but by aiding 
the Imperial officers with the military power. The 
Gmrahs, who ferved under him in the army, having 
generally, on account of the convenience,, their al­
lowance from the emperor on the rents of the province, 
lie had the power, for difobedien.ee or notorious crimes, 
to fufpend, them from their Jagieers, until he fhould 
receive an anfwer from court, where the difptife was 
examined in the cabinet. In-matters of juftice, there 
reded an appeal to his tribunal, from the Cash or chief- 
juftice, though he fcldom chofe to reverie the decrees of 
that judge. Difputes where property was not concerned, 
and where the eftablifhed laws had made no provifion, 
were fettled by his authority;, .but he was inluucted at 
his peril not to. turn the fiibjedte of the empire out of 
the lands, tenements,, or houses, which they thewl- 
felves either pofiefied or built, or which dcfcended to< 
them from- their ancedors.

■ ; 'u  ' .  V ‘ ' ' The.
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Dewan, The p)ewan was the officer next in dignity to the

viceroy, in the province. He derived his commiffion 
from the emperor, as receiver-general of the revenue.
His office was altogether confined to the adminiftra- 
tion and colle&ion of the Imperial rents and taxes.
He correfponded with the miniffer; he audited the 
accounts of the governor; and as he had entire to 
himfelf the charge and difpofal o f the public money, 
he might, for good reafons, refufe to difcharge any 

extraordinary and unprecedented expences; or to iffiue 
out pay to new troops, raifed without apparent ne- 
ceffity. He prefided in the office called Dafter Ali, 
or over all the Mutafiddies, or clerks o f the cheque; 
the Canongoes or public regifters; Crories, or col­
lectors o f the larger diftri&s; Fufildars, or collectors 
o f the lefler diftrids; Fotadars, or treafurers; Chow- 

dries, or chiefs of diftridts; Muckuddums, or head-men 
o f villages; and in general over all the officers o f the 
Imperial revenue.

Crone, The Crorie o f every Pergunna or larger diftridt, de­
rived his commiffion from the emperor. His office, 
though in miniature, was the exadt counterpart o f the 
Dewan; being the receiver-general of the county, if 

* the name may be ufed, as the former was of the whole

province. He was immediately accountable to the
3 Dewan,

y '' .
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£)ewan, in whole office he pulled hi$ accounts* hie 
produced the receipts of the Fotadar or treafurer of the 
Pemunna or diliri<fij for the f urns winch he had paid 
in to  that officer's hands, from the collections made by 
the Fuffidars, who, in the fubdivifions of the Pergunna, 
held offices, each of which was a counterpart of his

own.

The Carcuh of the larger dKindis was an officer com** careen, 
miffioned by the emperor, to fettle all matters and dis­
putes between the tenants and the officers of the reve­
nue, and to preferve the ancient ufages of the Pergun­
na. He was alfo a kind of fpy upon all their private 
as well as public fcmfa&ions; he audited their accounts 
publicly, tranfmitting copies of them monthly to court, 
attefled by the Sheickdars, Chowdries, and Canon- 
goes of the diftria. Thefe accounts being entered 'O ^
with great regularity in the vffier’s office at Delhi, the 
emperor had an immediate view of the colledtions in the 
province, before the general accounts o: the Dewanny 
were adjufted; and this was alfo a great* check upon the 
office of the Dewan.

T he view already prefented of the mode of eoUedling End oiRcjf
■ . r r  i r  j  officers,

the Imperial revenue, renders it nnnecetlary to descend 
through all the inferior offices in the department of the

receiver-

s 7



receiver-general. The revenues, it m ud be observed, 
were never tranfmitted entire to the Imperial treafury in 
the capital of the province, much lefs into 'that of the 
empire. The expences incurred in every didridt were 
deduced from the receipts of the Fotadar or treafurer 
of the didricd; and the difburfements of the province in 
general from thofe of the Dewan. The furplus alone, 
which was more or lefs according to accident, found its 
way to the Imperial exchequer. The edimates of the 
Imperial revenues are, therefore, not the fums received 
in the exchequer at Delhi, but the grofs colle&ions in 
every province-

•Chief-juftice. The courts of juftice in Bengal, didinguifhed by the 
general, name of Cutcherries, were of various kinds.
They generally received their designation from the 
officer who prefided in each, or within whofe jurifdic- 
tion they were comprehended. The Author of the 
Enquiry is not fully informed concerning the powers 
of the different judges, or the mode of proceeding in 
their courts. There arofe a chain of appeal from the 
lowed to the higheft. An adtion might be removed 
from any of the courts below before the Cazi of the 
province, commonly called Daroga Adalit, or chief- 
juftice; and from him there lay an appeal to the tribu­
nal of the viceroy. 7

Inferior
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Inferior judges were appointed by an Imperial judge*, 

eomrniffioo, in every large did a ft , and in every con- 

iiderable city, with whom appeals retted, from the . .

courts in the country, and from the decittons o f Cut- 

wals, or mayors or towns. Thefe Cash, or judges, 

were vetted with power to fummon before them all 

performs, to examine records, public regifters, grants* 
and witnettes. They were, at their peril, to oafs ju d g ­

ment impartially, according to the laws o f the Coran, 

and the canons and regulations o f the empire. T h ey 

were impowered to make and diiToIve marriages, to 

execute contracts of every kind between individuals, 

to inflict punishments, which did not extend to 

either life or limb. They took cognizance o f all riots, 
diforders, and tumults; and they were denominated the 
general guardians o f the morals o f the people. T h ey

were- provided with an eftablifhment of clerks, regifters,
_ #.

and officers o f the court. They paffed judgment in 

a furamary manner, and their legal fees were one fourth 

o f the matter in dispute, equally levied upon the plain­

tiff and defendant. This regulation was intended to 

prevent vexatious law-fuits, as well a sto bring them 

to a fpeedy iffue. During the vigour o f the Mogul 

empire, capital puniffiments were hardly known in India,

When a crime which merited death was committed, 

the Cazi, after a full proof of the fa ft, by witnettes,
V o l . III. g  pronounced
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pronounced fentence againft the* guilty perfon; but, 
without the confirmation of the viceroy, it could not 
be put in execution. Though the empire fometimes 
abounded with treafon, it was never punifhed but in 
the field.

officers’- In each fubdivifion of the Pergunna or diffrid, fub-
jedt to the jurifdidtion of the Cazi or judge, there was an 
inferior officer called a Chowdri, fimilar to our juftice 
of the peace. Every village had its chief-man, who 
was the conftable of his own department. A Fogedar 
was, properly fpeaking, the commander of the troops, 
in every military ftation. Fie fometimes farmed the 
lands in the neighbourhood; and being the imme­
diate reprefentative of the viceroy, he was conftdered 
as the principal officer in his diflridl. But he 
did not fit in judgment, the civil being always kept 
diftindt from the military department, under the go­
vernment of the Moguls, as long as it retained its 
vigour. The Zemindars or general farmers, were fome­
times entrufted with the command of the troops in 
their own diftridfs; but in their courts they decided 
only upon trivial difputes between the inferior huf- 
bandmen.—Such was the government of Bengal, under 
the empire of the houfe of Timur.

Revenue
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Revenue and Commerce.

A Brief, but it is hoped a comprelientive, idea beirig Revenue op 
given, in the preceding lection, of the government Beh*r. 

of Bengal under the Imperial houfe of Timur, the Au­
thor of the Enquiry will proceed to explain the Revenues 
and Commerce of that once fioimfhing and opulent 
kingdom. In the reign of the emperor Jehangire, the 
revenues of the provinces of Bengal and Be far, both 
which, for the fake of brevity, we comprehend under the 
name of the former, amounted to £  2,796,719 13 2 
Under his grandfon Auruogzebe

they encreafed to -  - - 2 ,9 11 ,8 6 6  7 6

Mahommed Shuffia, who wrote an abridgment of the 
Hiftory of the Empire, from the death of the illuffrious 
Akbar to the fatal invafipn of Nadir Shaw, where be 
mentions the provinces which revolted during the in­
dolent- reign of Mahommed Shaw, eftimates the reve­
nues of Bengal at fixty crores of Dams, or one crore and 
fifty lacks of roupees, which fum is equal to £  1,8 7 5,000 
H ie  revenues of Behar, according to the i

lamp writer, amounted to forty-live 
crores of Bams, or - ~ -  1,406,250

£ '  052^J J 25°
g a It
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devThe*em* appears, from the above calculation, that the reve­
nues of Bengal had been gradually increafing, in the 
progrefs of the empire, through time. They continued 
dill to increafe, under the revolted Nabobs, fome of 

whom brought into their treafury four millions o f our 
money, but not without diftreffing the fubjed, and 
plundering him of a part of his wealth. It may be ne- 
ceffary to repeat an obfervation, already made, that not 
above half the fum raifed upon the people came into 
the coffers of government. The exad fum tranfmitted 
annually to Delhi, before the diffolution o f the empire, 

is not eafy to afcertain; but we can form fome judgment 
o f the amount, from the ruinous policy o f the Imperial 
court, when its ancient vigour began to decline. The 
provinces of Bengal and Behar, during fome years o f in­

dolence and debility, were farmed out to the viceroys, 
who paid into the treafury, one million two hundred and 
forty-nine tlioufand nine hundred and ninety-nine 
pounds feventeen fhillings and fixpence o f our mo­
ney.

fyremSlo This fum, it is fuppofed, was a medium flruck, upon 
Delbi- an average o f years, of the money remitted to the trea­

fury at Delhi, when the empire retained its force. But 
this flipulated revenue, as might have been forefcen, was 

never regularly paid. The viceroys acquired an inde-

3 pendent.

\ ' * - ' * ' .
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pendent power, by a regulation which threw the whole 

management o f the province into their hands, without 

controul; and the vigour o f the Imperial government, 

in proportion, declined. The country profited, how­

ever, by the refraStorinefs o f its governor; i f  his avarice 

prompted him to raife more on the fubjeSt, the latter was 

more able than before to pay the additional impoft, from 

the revenue being kept and expended in the province.

Bengal began to flourifb, under an additional load o f op- 

preflion. It yielded more to a fevere Nabob, than to the 

milder government o f the em pire; and being relieved 

from an annual drain o f fpecie to Delhi, it became opu­

lent under a degree o f rapine.

Though defpotifm is not the m oll favourable govern- commerceoi 

ment for commerce, it flourished greatly in Bengal, un­

der the ftriSt juftice of the houfe o f Tim ur. Senfible o f 

the advantages which they themfelves would derive from 

a free commercial intercourfe between their fubjedls, they 

were invariably the protestors o f merchants. The mili­

tary ideas which they brought from Tartary, prevented 

the principal fervants o f the crown from engaging in 

trade; and, therefore, monopolies o f every kind were 

difcouraged, and almoft unknown. N o government in 

Europe was ever more fevere againfl; forestalling and re-

gratingi,



grating, than, was that of the Moguls in India, with 
regard to all the branches of commerce. A fmali 
duty w as railed by' the crown; but this was amply re­
paid, by tlia never-violated fecurity given to the mer­
chant.

Bengal. Bengal, from the mildnels of its climate, the fertility
o f its foil, and the Datura* induTy of the Hindoos, was 
always remarkable for its commerce. The eafy com­
munication by water from place to place, facilitated a 
•mercantile intercotirfe amobg the inhabitants. Every 
village has its canal, every Pctgunna its river, and the 
whole kingdom the Ganges, which falling, by various 
mouths, into the bay of Bengal, lays open the ocean for 
the export of commodities and mayufa&iires. A people, 
from an inviolable prejudice of rdigion, abflemious, were 
averfe to luxury themlelves; and the wants of nature were 
fupplied a knoll fpontancoufly by the foil and climate.
The balance of trade, therefore,- was, again!! all nations, 
in favour of Bengal; and it was the fink w here gold and 
filver difappeared, without the lead prolpedt of re­
turn.

Balance of All the European nations carried chiefly on their com- 
douu u" merce with Bengal in bullion. The Dutch, at a me­

dium
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dium of ten years, threw annually into the bofom o f 
that kingdom, in bullion f  475 ,000
T he Engl ilk -  192,500
T he French, Danes, and Portuguefe -  250,000
T he exports of Bengal to the guluhs of 

Per ha and Arabia, were very great.
She fupplied Arabia, Periia, Turkey,
Georgia, Armenia, and the leffer Aha 
with her manufactures, and brought 
home annually, into her coffers, of
g ° ld -  - - - - 375 ,00a

H er trade in opium and piece goods to 
the eaftern kingdoms of Aha, to the 
Malayan and Philippine iflands, 
brought yearly a  balance in her fa-

v o u ro f -  15 0 ,0 0 0
T h e  inland trade of Bengal, with the

upper Hindoftan and Affam -  250 ,000
T he coafting-trade with the coafts o f

Coromandel and Malabar -  - 160 ,000

£  *>852,500.

The above eftimate is madedef.gnedly low ; for were cbfcmt!on, 
we to argue from general principles, a greater fum muft 
have been imported annually into Bengal. The twelve 
hundred and filty thoufand pounds remitted annually to

Delhi,,

$-q  '


