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* ', 
Paper Currency.

T H E  abfolute eftabliihment of landed property, Apwpofei
1 * , ? for eftabliFh-

would create a perfect confidence in our iaith, »ng 

among our fubjeds in the Eaft ; and this circumftance 
leads to another regulation, which, i f  adopted, would 

have a great and immediate effect on the proiperity o f 
Bengal* The -want of a fufficient quantity of fpecie 

for the purpofes o f trade, and the common intercourfes 
among mankind, is one o f the greateft evils under which 
Bengal at prefent labours, Let, therefore, a paper cur­

rency be introduced; a meafure at once falutary, eafy, 

and practicable. Let a bank be immediately eftabli bed 
at Calcutta, for the convenience o f Europeans, This 

would, by becoming familiar to the natives, prepare 
them for a more general paper currency. The mode d:‘ 

carrying this into execution, is left in the hands o f thofe 

better acquainted with the nature of banking, than the 

Author o f the Enquiry,

T o  deftroy, at once, the fraudulent fcience of ex- currency, 
change, which proves fo detrimental to trade in Bengal, 
a current coin ought to be eft blifhed, to pafs with­
out variation, for its fixed and intrinfic value. This 

was, in fome degree, attempted by a noble governor, 

but he failed in his fir ft principles, by impeding an ar-

p  2 bitrary
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bitrary value upon his coin, not lefs than twenty per 
cent, above its intrinsic worth. No other reafon is ne- 
ceffary for the bad tuccefs of this coinage, Though a 

decimal divilion o f money is the moft rational and 

commodious; yet entirely to change the forms o f a 

country, in that refped, might be attended with great 

inconvenience. Let the roupee, therefore, confift, as at 

prefent, o f flxtecn o f the imaginary Anas, which are 

now ufed in accounts in Bengal. The Pice, which is 
the twelfth part o f an Ana, may be continued as the 
imaginary coin; but a copper coin o f one half o f an 

Ana, would anfwer the fubdiviftons o f money, and be 

greatly beneficial to the poor.

ft® great T he immediate fall o f  the exorbitant intereft o f 
money, which prevails in Bengal, would be one o f the 

iirft effe&s of this regulation. Ten per centum is the 

prefent intereft; not fo much owing to infecurity, as to 

the want o f currency. Men o f undoubted and efta-
J

blifhed credit are ready to give this great premium to 
the lender, as they can turn the money to a great and 
Immediate advantage. Were every man enabled, by a 
paper currency, to bring his whole property to the mar­

ket, monopoly, in fpite of oppreiliOn, would be at an 
end, and trade extend itfeif through a thou And channels 

not known new in fpeculation. The confequence
4. would



I I I  ■ <SL
TO  IT S  F O R M E R  P R O S P E R I T Y ,  cxxv

would be highly beneficial ; Bengal would draw great 
quantities o f money from all the regions of A fia ; and, 

by enriching herfelf, be rendered capable of bearing fitch 
taxes upon different articles, as this natibn, for the 
augmentation of the revenues, might think proper to 

impofe.

Napal, Thibet, Ava, Arraean, Pegu, Siam, Cochin- ’S e ­

china, China, and almoft all the ifiands in the Eaftern 
ocean, produce gold: In the weft, that metal feems on­
ly to be found in the Turkifh Diarbekir. Japan and 

China only have filver mines, Afia contains native 
wealth, which has enriched it in all ages, exclufive of 

the balance of its commerce againft Europe. The 

Author of the Enquiry means not that fpecie fhould be 

drawn from the Eaft. But it might center in Bengal,, 

and make it one o f the richeft kingdoms in the w orld; 

whiift we might import, in its manufactures, the furplus 

o f Its revenues, without damaging either its foreign com­

merce or internal profperity.

Thefe two plans, and it is to be feared only thefe, advantEĝ  

would reftore, under a government cftablifhed on im­

partial juftice, Bengal to its former profperity and fplen- * 
dor. Let the lands be difpofeTof in-property: let a

paper currency be eftabliOied. Every individual would,
in
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in iiich a cafe, become indurtrious in improving his own 
eftate; provifions would fall to a third part of the prc- 
fent price; the country would aftiime a new face, and 
the people wear the afped o f joy. Immenfe trads of 
rich land, which now, with their woods, conceal the 
ruins o f great cities, would again be cultivated; and 
new provinces arife out o f thole marfhy Blands, near the 

mouth o f the Ganges, which are, at prefent, the wild 
haunts o f the rhenoceros and tiger.

Monopolies.

Monopolies f j p  H E R E  is no maxim in commerce better eftablifli- 

ed, than the dertrudive tendency o f monopolies.
In Bengal, its recent evils are well-known and abhorred.
A  law muft provide againft it; otherwife every other 
regulation will be made in vain. The inhabitants mud be 
permitted to enjoy a free trade; fubjed, however, to fuch 

imports upon various articles, excepting thofe of either 

the growth or mannfadure o f Great Britain, as may be 
thought reafonable from time to time. Grofs articles, 
necertary for carrying on the finer manufactures, 
ought, however, to be exempted from duty;  and every 
encouragement poillble given to the export trade.

Free

ivi .PLAN FOR RESTORING BENGAL
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Free merchants ought to be encouraged; neither abound, 
mu ft they be excluded from the inland trade; as that 
eircumftance would place the fubjeds of Great Britain 
on a worfe footing than foreigners, whom we cannot, 
without violence, prevent from trading wherever they 
pleafe. Let, however, the refidence of the free merchants 

, be confined to Calcutta; as the influence which all the
natives of Britain have acquired over the inhabitants 
o f Bengal, is fo great, that the felfifh can convert 
it into the means of oppreflion. The Indian agents 
of Britifh traders will not carry, among a wretched 
people, the fame terror which clothes their mafters; 
whom it is a kind of facrilege pot to obey, in their moft 
unjuft commands,.

0 ■ ’

The fervants of the Company will have many ob- Superior (cr—
1 J J  vants debar—

je&ions to this propofal. But the management of the rredd from‘ 
revenues, and of the general trade, which mu ft remain 
in their hands, will.ftill give them fuperior advantages, 
fuflicient to gratify all their reafonable defires. The 
influence of a member of the council will, without 
doubt, enable any man, in that high Ration, to engrofs 
a fhare of the trade, almoft equal to a partial monopoly.
Should even a man of that rank be fo felf-denied, as 
not to take advantage o f the influence annexed to his 
place, his attention to commerce would encroach on 

3  ' . die.
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the time allotted for public affairs. Let him, therefore, 
when he riles to the board, be debarred from trading, 
either dire&Jy or indirectly, by fevere penalties o f law ; 
and let there an ample allowance be made iorhis 
fervices, irom the funds of the Company.

: ifi </i . . v l

Religion*

An abfolute M E N  who fubmit to bodily fervitude, have been 
known to revolt againft the flavery impoled on 

their minds. We may life the Indians for our benefit 
in this world, but let them lerve themfelves as they can 
in the next* All religions mull be tolerated in Bengal, 
except in the practice of fome inhuman cuftoms, which 
the Mahomrnedans have already, in a great meafure, 
deftroyed. We muff not permit young widows, in 
their virtuous enthuliafm, to throw themfelves on the 
funeral pile, with their dead hufbands; nor the lick 
and aged to be drowned, when their friends ddpair of 

their lives.

toleration The Hindoo religion, in other refpe&s, infjpires the 
pureff morals. Productive, from its principles, of the 
greateft degree of fubordination to authority, it prepares 
mankind for the government of foreign lords, It fup-

plies,
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plies, by its well-followed precepts, the place of penal 
laws ; and it renders crimes aimed; unknown in the 
land. The peaceable fentiments which it breathes, 
will check the more warlike doctrines promulgated by 

the Coran. The prudent fucceflors of Timur faw that 
the Hindoo religion was favourable to their power; 
and they fheathed the fword, which the other princes 
of the Mahommedan perfuadon employed in eftablifh- 
ing their own faith, in all their conqueds. Freedom 
of confcience was always enjoyed in India in the ab- 

fence o f political freedom.

Attention mud be paid to the ufages and very pre- 0f aii reii* 
judices of the people, as well as a regard for their re- s‘°ns‘ 

ligion. Though many things of that kind may appear 
abfurd and trivial among Europeans, they are of the 
utmod importance among the Indians. The lead 
breach of them may be productive o f an expuldon 
from the fociety, a more dreadful punifhment Draco 
himfelf could not devife. But the caution about re­
ligion is fuperfluous: thefe are no converting days.
Among the lid of crimes committed in Bengal, perie- 
cution for religion is not to be found; and he that will 

confent to part with his property, may carry his opinions 

away with freedom.

V ol. III. ^ The



;The Executive Power

Reflection on r-rVHE great path of general regulation is with lefs 
^  difficulty traced, than the minute lines which 

cany the current of government from the center to the 
extremities o f the ffiite. Pradice refifts theory more 
on this fubjedfc than in any other; and the wifeft Lgi™ 
flators can neither forefee nor prevent obftacles, which 

, may rife in the progrefs of time. In a country where the 
body of the people meet annually, in their reprefenta- 
tives, to new inconveniences new remedies may be 
infiantly applied; and even the mandate of the delpot 
Idles half its tyranny, in the expedition with which it 

oppofes evil.

mode of le- The diffimee o f Bengal from the eye of the British
giflation$ leg-mature, renders it extremely difficult for them to 

frame laws againft every emergency that may arife; and 
it is equally difficult, with propriety, to create a legifla- 

tive authority in a kingdom, which cannot, in the 
nature o f things, have a reprefentative of its own. T he 
executive power being veiled in the governor and coun­
cil, it is dangerous to tnift them with the fegiflattve; 

and it is impoffible to permit the court of juftice,
which we mean to propofe, to make thole laws upon

which

11 1' ‘ <SL
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which they are to decide. The leaft of two evils is - 

preferred by the prudent. - Let the governor and 
council fuggeft annually) in their general letter, the 
neceffary regulations; and thefe, after being duly 
weighed by the Company, in their collective body at 

home, be laid before parliament, to be by them, it 
found juft, neceffary, and equitable, framed into a law.
The general laws for the government of Bengal being, 
by the Britiih legiflature once eftablithed, the inconve­
niences which may arife in India, will neither be. fo 
great nor detrimental as to occation much mifchief foi 
one, or even two years; in which time, the propofed 
regulations, fent home by the governor and council, 

will return to them with the force of laws.

The executive power, in its full extent, as at prefent, the council, 

muft be veiled in a preiident and council, of wnich the 
chief juftice and commander in chief of the troops 
ought to be, ex officio, members. The number fhould 
be encreafed to fixteen, of which any live, with the 
preiident, may form a board; and ten always to reftde at 
Calcutta, excluiive of the chiefjuft ice and the commander 
in chief, ihould even the peaceablenefs of the times permit 
him to be abfent from the army. T he four remaining 
counfellors ihould be directed to refide in the capitals o f the 

larger diftrids, into which, for the benefit of juftice, we
q 2 fhall
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£ha!J hereafter divide the provinces of Bengal and Beh&r.
'The bufinefs for forming regulations to make a founda­
tion of a law, being of the laft importance, ought never 
to come before lefs than ten members in council, of 
whom the chief juftice ought invariably to be one.

boards o f re- Let a general board of revenue be eftablifhed at Cal­
cutta, at which a member of the council is to prefide.
Let this board, in its inferior departments, be conducted 
by the Company’s fervants; and let it receive the cor- 
refpondence and check the accounts of four other 
boards of the fame kind, but of inferior jurifdiclion, to 
be fixed at Dacca, Murfhedabad, Mongeer, and Patna.
Let the provinces of Bengal and Behar be divided into 
five equal divifions, each iubjecl, in the firft infiance, 
to one of the four boards, which are all under the con- 
troul of the fuperior board of revenue eftablifhed at 
Calcutta. In the leffer diftrids, let a Company’s 
fervant fuperintend the collection of the revenue; and 
be accountable for his tranfadions to the board, under 
whole jurifdidion he ads.

Nectary The wild chaos of government, if the abfence of all 
rule deferves the name, which fubfifts in Bengal, mult 
be utterly removed. There feme faint traces of the 
Britifh conftitution is mfted with the pofitlve orders of

a Court

f jbJl 1 '■ ■_ f H j  . -
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a Court of Directors, the convenient and temporary ex­
pedients of a trading governor and council, the fecret 
orders of the feled committee, the influence ot the pre­
s e n t ,  with the Nabob, and the boiftcrous defpotifm ot 
Mahommed Riza. ! T o  feparate, or even to retrain 
them w i t h i n  proper bounds, is beyond human capacity ; 

fome branches mud be lopt off to give more vigour and 
room toothers to flourish. Mubarick muff retire Rom 
theM ufnud; Mahommed Riza and the iecret com­

mittee vanitli away; and even the council itfelf mud 

be retained from brevi manu defpotifm ; foehns, the 
fending home, by force, Bridfh fubje&s, and difmiffing. 
officers without the fentence of a court martial*

. t - . ' ?•’:. S '■ /■' i . 1 SPd"' ■ / ■ -th "n'- T '■•('i’ v' 't >'■ • • * 0 " ' ' "v v -m
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Ju d ic ia l Pow er,

r p 0  preferve the health of the political body, the Repawn.

> pUre dream of impartial judice mud ru fin, with 

vigour, through every vein, When it meets with ob- 
ftru&ions, a difeafe is produced; and, when the whole, 
mafs becomes corrupted, a languor fucceeds, which uc- 

I  quently terminates in death. T o  drop the metaphor, 
the didributers of judice ought to be independent of every 
thing but the law. The executive part o f government . 
mud not interfere with the deeifions of die juag^,

otherwife that officer, who was created for the defence
‘ * . of

\%A •
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of .the fubjed from injury, becomes a tool of opprefiioa 
in the hands o f defpotifm.

Jnrdiaions The firft principle of wife legiflation is to open an 
InBt,lgiL eafy pafiage to the temple of Juftice. Where the feat of 

redtefs is either diftant or difficult of actefs, an injury 
is forgot to avoid the trouble o f complaint; and thus 
injuffice is encouraged by the almoff certain profped of 
impunity. . T o  avoid this evil, the Author of the 

Enquiry thinks it necefiary, that the ad  of the Iegi- 
flature, which fhall conftitute the mode o f diffributing 
juftice, fhould alfo divide Bengal and Behar into five 
great provinces, the capitals of which ought to be Cal­
cutta, Murfhedabad, and Dacca, in Bengal; and Patna 
and Mongeer, in Behar. Let each of thefe five great 
divifions be fubdivided into ten Chucklas, or extenfive 
diftrids, almoft the number of which the kingdom confifts 
at prefent; and let each of thefe be ftill fubdivided into 
an indefinite number of Pergunnas.

' i
fnd̂ uftices T o  bring juftice, to ufe a certain author’s words, 
of the peace, kome t0 tRe door of every man, let there, in each vil­

lage, be eftablifhed, as in the days o f the empire, a 
Muckuddum, to ad  as a conftable for the prefervation of 

the peace. A  Sheichdar, with a commiflion fimilar to 
that of a juftice of the peace, fhould be fixed in the moft

7 centrical
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centrical part o f the Pergunna or Idler dilirict, to whom 
difputes, which cannot be quaffed by the authority o f 

the Muckuddum or con liable, may be referred. Let the 

court of'this officer, however, communicate with ano­

ther o f a more extenlive and ample jurifdidion, eftabliffi- 

ed in the capital o f the divilion or diftrid, o f which the 

Pergunna is a part,

Similar to the office of a Sheifcdar or iuftice o f the Cutwai, or
J  Mayor*

peace, ought to be that o f the Cutwai or mayor o f great 

towns and confiderable cities. The wifdom o f the houfe 

of Tim ur eftablilhed this officer- to animadvert upon 

thieves, gamblers, and other mvfcreants; to remove nui- 

fances, to fupprefs pimps and jugglers, to prevent fbre- 

flalling of grain and other provilions; to be the regula­

tor o f the market, and to decide in all trivial and vexa ­

tious difputes, that tended toward a breach o f the peace,

His rainifterial office coincided almoft with that o f the 
mayors o f our leffer towns; and his court was the coun­

terpart o f the now obfolete C uria pedis PuwvERizArr, 

mentioned by our lawyers.

In every Chuckla, or greater divffion, let there be g,Xr°X 

eftablifiied a court fimilar in its nature, but different in 

its mode, to the courts of Cutcherri, inffituted in the 

days o f the empire. Let this court be compofed o f the 
V-wef ' , Company’s

<SL
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Company’s fervant, redding for the collection of the, re­

venue in the Chuclda, and o f two Mahommed C iz is ,  
and two Brahmins. The fervant of the Company ought 
to be the nominal prelident of the court, but only to 
fi t when the voices are equal, to throw his cafting-vote 
on the fide o f equity. In fuch a cafe the procefs to begin 

anew. The fees of the court muft be regulated, and a 
table o f the expence o f every article to be hung up to 
public view, in the common hall. The punifihment for 
corruption, upon conviction in the fupreme court o f 
Bengal, ought to rife to a degree o f feverity, fuitable to 
the danger o f the crime.

its jimfdic- . This court, befidesthe power o f hearing appeals from 
the decidons o f the Sheichdar in the leffer diftridts, 
ought to retain its ancient authority, fubjedt, however, 
to an appeal from decifions beyond a fum to be fpeci- 
ded, to the provincial courts, which fhall be hereafter 
deferibed. Its jurifdidtion ought to extend to the con­
tracting and dilfolving of marriages, to the fettlement o f 

doweries for women, and the fuccefiion to money and 

moveables among children, according to the refpedtive 

inflitutes o f the Mahommedan and Hindoo fyftems o f 

religion. It ought alfo to be a court o f record ; and to 
be obliged to keep .an exadt regifter o f all public and 
private contracts, births, marriages, and deaths; and, to 
execute that department o f thebudnefs, a Canongoe and

a Muta-

i5 v
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a Mutafecld), as clerks, ought to be annexed to each 
court. Thefe, with other matters to be ddcribed in the 
fuccbeding fed ion, ought to comprehend the whole 
power of the court of Cuteherri.

In each of the capitals of the five provinces, a mem- Provincial 
ber o f the council of Rate at Calcutta ought to refide.
He, together with pofifeffing the management of the 
Company's commercial affairs in his province, oOght to 

be empowered, by a fpecial commiffion, with three af- 
M ors of the elder resident fervants, to form, and pre- 
fide in. a court of juftice, which wefhall, for diftindlion, 
call, The provincial court, of appeal. To direct their 
judgment upon points of law, an officer, under the 
name of Attorney-general for the province, ought to be 
appointed to give his advice, together with a Mahom- 
medan Cazi, and an Indian Brahmin, to explain the 

■ principles of their refpedtive inftitutions and ufages, and 
to tender oaths to the parties. Suits may originate in 
this court, and it ought to have the power of removing 
before itfelf the proceedings oi the court of Cutcherri.

r T o  eflablifh thoroughly the independence o f the in- Supreme.
. , , . °  J  c  r J  court, its

dicial on the executive power, a lupreme court, from civil 
which an appeal ought only to lie to Great Britain, fhould 
be eredled at Calcutta, by the authority of the legifla- 

Vol. III. r ture.

|*kT
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ture. Let it confift of a chief juftice and three puifne 
juftices, who derive their commiftions from the king; 
and let them be in Bengal the counterpart o f the court 
of kings bench in England. The jurifdidion of this 
court, which, from its tranfcendent power, may be 
called the fupreme court of Bengal, ought to extend, 
without limitation, over the whole kingdom ; and to 
keep the inferior courts, within the bounds of their 
authority; as well as to decide ultimately upon all 
appeals. It ought to proted the juft rights of the 
fubjed, by its fudden and even fummary interpofition; 
and to take cognizance of criminal as well as of civil 

caufes.

and criminal T o carry juftice, in criminal matters, with all the
jurifdiftion. J  J  _ ,

expedition pouible, through our conqueits, it is 
propofed, thas two of the puifne juftices {hall, twice 
a-year, go on circuits, to the refpedive capitals of the 
five provinces, one into the three provinces in Bengal, 
and one into the two, into which Behar is to be di­
vided. The puifne juftice {hall fit, upon thefe occa- 
fions, with the members of the provincial court; but the 
member of the council, who is the prefident of the 
court, fhall ftill be confidered as the principal judge.
In criminal matters, the culprit {hall be tried by a jury 
of Britifh fubjeds only ; there being always a fufficient 
number of good and lawful men to form a jury, in the 

4  capital
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capital of the province. In the funreme court at Cal­
cutta, difputes between the natives may be decided in 

civil cafes, according to equity, without a jury, by the 

judges; but, in fuits between Britifh fubje&s, the mat­
ter ought to be tried by a jury, upon the principles of 
the law of England,

The foie management of the revenue o f Bengal, being Conrt ex- 
in the Company, many capital alterations are neceflary 
to be made in that important branch. The great chan­
nel o f public juftice has been, by the above regulations, 
feparated from the executive power; but fome part of 
the judicial authority muft ftill remain in the Compa­
ny’s hands. T o  manage the receipts o f the revenue, it 
has been already mentioned, that five boards muft be- 
formed, the fuperior one of which to remain in Calcut­
ta, The boards ought to confift o f two divifions, or 
rather o f two Tides; the receipt o f the Exchequer, and 
the judicial part, which mu ft enable them to inforce the 
payment o f the revenues.

The mode of proceeding in this branch ought to rife ;^jurifdic, 

in the fame gradations with the courfe o f appeals in the uon 
civil line of difputes between man and man. Let the 

Cutcherries .inforce the payment o f the revenues o f the 
Chucklas, under an appeal to the provincial board,

r 3 whofe
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whofe decifions, beyond certain funis, ought to be fub- 
jedt to the revifion of the general board at Calcutta.
But, as the Bate mu ft not fuffer through delay, let the 
fum in difpute, upon a decifion againft the fubjedl, by 
any of the courts o f revenue before whom the fuit fhall 
originate, be forthwith paid into the exchequer; and 
let the perfon aggrieved feek for redrefs, by petition, to 

the court which is placed immediately above that court, 
o f whole decifion he complains.

confined as The board of revenue, in each of the capital cities o f 

the five provinces, except in Calcutta, where no court o f 
law except the fupreme court exifts, is to be made up o f 

the fame perfons whom we have already placed asjudges 
in the provincial court of appeal. The court o f exche­
quer, in England, examines, by a fi&ion, into all forts 
o f civil caufes. It is neceftary to preclude the boards 
o f revenue from fiuch powers, as a court o f exchequer.
As provincial courts of common law, their decifions 
are liable to an appeal to the fupreme court at Calcutta, 
and therefore any prejudices which they may be fup- 
pofed to imbibe, as members o f the executive part o f 
government, cannot be of great detriment to the people, 

fubjed as their proceedings are to a court not amenable 
to the jurifdi&ion of the Company.

O bfervatiom
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Obfervations on the ^Judicial Power,

^ Jp H E  defpotifm which naturally Iprung from the Reflections 
double government which arofe on the foundation 

o f the fuccefs o f our arms in Bengal, repreffed one evil,

' wlnlft it gave birth to a thouland. Thole frequent dif* 

putes which grow between individuals, where the accefs 

to juftice is eafy, were quaffed by a terror which pre­

vented an unfortunate people from appearing before rulers 

who wanted but an excufe to opprefs. The hand o f power 

fell heavy upon both the plaintiff and defendant; and, 

therefore, men put up with injuries from one another, 

in hopes of concealing themfelves from the rigid eyes o f 

government. This alludes to the boifferous tyranny o f 

the minifter o f a nominal Nabob ; indolence was more 
our crime, than cruelty.

The doors opened to juftice in the preceding fedion, on what of 
will, without doubt, introduce an ample harveft for men £  °wn 

o f the law-; but it is better that they fhould live by li- 

tigioufnefs, than that the people fhould perilh by tyran­

ny. The objection riling from this circumftance m uff 
therefore vanilh in the utility o f the thing; and another 

objedion, ju ff as obvious, may be as ealily removed. It 

^ may
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may be thought impolitic by Tome, that any part o f the 
judicial authority fhould remain in the hands of the na­
tives. But this is objected in vain. The officers ofjuf- 
tice, as well as being fubjed to a revifion of their de­
crees to the Britifli, derive from them their own power; 
and the people, by being left in poffeffion of fome of their 
laws and ufages, will be flattered into an inviolable fub- 
million to our government.

lejfendre* Though the inhabitants of Bengal are, from their na­
tural difpoiition, prepared to fubmit to any fyftem of 
government, founded upon juftice, there are fome laws 

o f their oWnx which abiolute power itfelf muft not vio­
late. The regulations, with regard to their women and 
religion, muft never be touched; and, upon mature con- 
fideration, the Author o f the Enquiry is of opinion, that 
many other ancient inftitutions might be left entire.
There are, however, particular ufages eftablifhed by time 
into a law, which our humanity muft deftroy. No pe­
cuniary compensation muft be permitted for murder; 
no theft be punifhed by cutting off the hand. Let the 
Mahommedan laws ftill in force againft the Hindoos be 
abrogated; let no women bum themfelves with their 
huibands, no dying perfon be expofed by his friends.

T o

f^ u
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To leave the natives entirely to their own laws, would to the na- 

be to conSign them to anarchy and confuSion. The in­
habitants of Eengal are divided into two religious fecfts, 
the Mahommedan and Hindoo, almoft equal in point of 
numbers. Averfe, beyond meafure, to one another, 
both on account o f religion and the memory of mutual 
injuries, the one party will not now fubmit to the laws 

o f the other; and the diflention which fubfifts between 
individuals, would, without a prefliire from another 
power, fpread in a flame over the whole kingdom. It 
is, therefore, abfolutely neceflary for the peace and pro­
sperity of the country, that the laws of England, in fo far 

as they do not oppofe prejudices and ufages which can­
not be relinquished by the natives, Should prevail. The 
meafure, beSides its equity, is calculated to preferve that 
influence which conquerors muft poffefs to retain their 
power.

The expence o f the judicial eftabliShment is but tri- Expence of 

vial, i f  compared to the advantages which the kingdom 

o f Bengal muft derive from fuch a neceSTary institution.
The judges in every country Should be placed in aiflu- 
ence; in Bengal they ought to derive a fortune from the 
labour of fome years. The natives of a northern climate 
fettle not for life in the torrid zone; they always place 
the profpedl of returning with wealth to their friends,

among
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among their great inducements for venturing to crofs the 
ocean. The following table prefents an eftimate o f the 
annual expence o f juftice in Bengal.

The Supreme Court of Bengal.

t t  2 “  • I  - 1  "><**>
i nree puijne j  unices, * 5,000
One attorney general, ~ 3,000
One regifter, -  2,000
rf  wo Cazis and two Brahmins,

to attend the court, - -  0 ,400
Contingencies, r ,ooo

£ •  3M ° °

the provin- The four provincial courts o f ap-
Civil *

peal, confifting of the Company’s 
fervants.

Four counfellors, as prefidents, £ .  2,000 
Twelve afleflors, -  2,400
One provincial attorney in each, 2,000
One regifter in each, - - 0,800
One Cazi and one Brahmin in

each, -  - 0,800

C o n tin g e n c ie s  in  a ll ,  -  .  i , 6 c o

£ • 9)6oo 

Fifty

s ■ : ' :  ,LfO
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Fifty courts o f Cutcherri. a"d 9ut-4 - chem courts.
Fifty prefidents, being fervants o f

the Company, - -  JT. 5 ,000

T w o hundred afleffors, - -  10 ,0 0 0
Fifty regifters, -  -  -  I j 5 oo

Fifty Clerks, -  1,0 0 0

. £ •  I 7»5oo

£>  58>5° °
• X  ‘

The above calculation, it is hoped, will not be Obfervatio*. 
thought extravagant, for difpenfing juftice to fifteen 
millions o f people. The falaries o f the members of 
the boards o f revenue, and o f thefe, as forming courts 
o f exchequer, are not mentioned, as the Company is 
fuppofed to pay its own fervants, with certain fums 
and lucrative privileges for the whole o f their trouble.
T he Shiechdars, the Cutwals, and the Muckuddums, 
have no falaries; the influence and diftindtion which 

they /hall derive from their employments, being a 
fufficient reward for their toil.

„ , *

V ol. III. f  General

* *

• * t Li/



G eneral RejleStiorts on the Plan.

Reflexions P R O P E R T Y  beii iigonce eftabliilied, and die forms
' on the A  .. „

ot juitiee to prated it delineated, public pro­
sperity is placed on a folid foundation. But the love o f 
money, which generally prevails, renders the mod o f 

mankind more anxious to poffefs prelent profit, than to 
lock forward to future advantage. The plan which we 
have laid down in the preceding fedions, will begin to 
yield art apparent benefit from its commencement; at 
the fame time that the tide will become the more rapid 
the longer it flows,

immtd.ate 1  he immediate pecuniary advantages which will rife 
to Bengal, are to be derived from various fcurces. The 

removal of the emperor, either to Patna or Mongeer, 
will fave to the kingdom his penfom of three hundred 

and twenty-five thoufand pounds , the revenues o f the 
territory of Bulwant- Singh, three hundred and twelve 
thoufand five hundred pounds to he fpent in Bengal; 
and fifty thoufand pounds, which is now fent abroad, 
without hopes of return, to pay three battalions o f our 
troops, Rationed at Allahabad. This fum 'of fix hun­
dred and eighty-leven thoufand pounds, thrown at 
once into the circulation, would animate the languid

pulfe
r>%k
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pulfe of commerce ; and at once prepare the kingdom 
for the commercial improvements, which the plan, in 
its other regulations, feems abfolutely to enfure.

The future advantages arile alfo from various fprings. and future
D 1 0  advantages

The influx of fpecie and inhabitants, which the fale of 
the wafte as well as of the cultivated lands, would draw 
from all the other provinces of Hindoflan, would be 
productive o f immediate national wealth. The ad­
vancement o f agriculture would promote the advance­
ment o f manufactures. The peace of the country 
would be fecured from abroad; and’ juflicc, by pre­
vailing at home, would attach the natives to a govern­
ment, on the liability of which the pofleflion of their 
landed property depended. The eflablifhment of a 
paper currency, on national faith and the Company’s 
fecurity, would enable mankind to bring all their pro­
perty into aCtion, lower the exorbitant intereftof money, 
and render Bengal, in the fpace of a few years, the moft 
commercial, the molt flourifliing, and the moft wealthy 

kingdom, of its extent, in Afla,

The Company, in the midft of the profperity o f the to be drived
1 J • rr • r fr°m t*iefubjeCt, would amazingly thrive in their affairs. A  fum p!*n. 

not lefs than ten millions, independent of their revenue, 
would, in the fpace of four years, flow from the flrft fales of

f  2 the
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the land into their coffers. The improvement o f their 
prefent revenue would join iffue, with its future certainty 
and permanency. A  large annual Him would arife, from 
a thorough examination of tenures j and from imports 

already laid upon fairs, markets, entrance into great 
towns, (hops, magazines of grain, fees upon marriages, 
tolls colled ed at ferries, licences for exercifing trades, 
ground~rent o f houfes, which though at prelent paid 
by the public, have never been brought to account by 
Mahommed R isa  and the general farmers. Thefe an- 
tides, at the lowed; average, might amount to the: an­
nual fum o f four hundred thou (and pounds. Five 
hundred thoufand pounds would yearly be faved in 
penfions, and on the charge o f collection ; beiides, the 
immenfe encreafe in the revenues, which would moft 
certainly be derived from the growing profperity o f the 
kingdom.

The abfolute efiablifhment o f property, without 
which WTitten law feems fuperfluous to fociety, is, as 
has been obferved, the foundation upon which national 
profperity is laid. Regulations which Hop fhort o f 

this primary object, are only temporary expedients,
- which may, for a time, alleviate the pain o f the diftem- 

per, but it can never cure. A  tacit acquiefcence in 

the right of poffdjion o f the natives,, the prevention of

Lome

fUi f
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feme part o f the prefent national waile, a mild de- 
fpotifm, which we may dignify with the name o f 
ju flice, will have an immediate good effedt; but the 

advantage is limited, partial, and tranfient; and the 
Author of the Enquiry will venture to affirm, that, 
unlefs fomething fimilar to what has been, in the pre­

ceding fedtions, propofed, is adopted, Bengal will, in the 
courfe o f a few years, decline into a fhadow, and vaniiht 
from our hands.

Miracles are not to be expedted in this age; and, refleaion. 

without them, in the abfence o f a bold and determined 

exertion, the Loaded fruits o f our victories in the Eaft, 
will wither with cur laurels. A  kingdom, lying under 
all the difadvantages o f a foreign conqueft, winch, 

without return, deprives it of one million and an half 
o f its annual induflry, muft fink under the weight, urn- 
fefs it is placed on a better footing than the furrounding 
countries which pay no tribute. Let our juflice to 
our own fubjedts, let the advantages o f our regulations, 
entice foreigners with their wealth to fettle among us; 
let us, without the fword, appropriate the wealth of 
India by our policy ; otherwife the dream which flows 
into Great Britain, will foon become dry. The lake,, 
which feed, it, has already disappeared from the bank a.

Temporary regulations may dazzle with theit*limine-
A . J • ll *.
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diate e ffed ; but a permanent plan, which in its wide 

circle comprehends futurity, will preferve the vigour 

and health o f Bengal, to the verge o f that political death, 

to which all empires feem to be fubjeded by Fate.

Concluding ReJleSlicns.

P„ fc,  A  R G U M E N T S  deduced from general principles, 

however obvious they may appear, ftrike not the 
bulk o f mankind fo forcibly as fads. The revenues o f 
Bengal, without including the Jagieers, amounted, in 

the year 1 7 6 6 ,  to near three millions and fix hundred 

thouland pounds of our money. The charges of col­

lodion, the Nabob’s government, penfions, civil, mili­
tary, and marine expences, being deduded, there re­

mained a balance o f one million three hundred thou- 
fand pounds, for the Company. The expences have 

fince been encreahng yearly, and the revenues decreaf- 

ing. Both were haftening to that middle point, which 

would balance the accounts o f the Britifh nation, with 
the fortune o f their arms in the EafL

ruinous Hate T o  conceal this decreafe as much as poflible, men 
fell on a very fhallovv and poor expedient. The fer- 

vants of the Company protraded the time o f doling
the

’• • •; f t fQ
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the accounts to make np the ufual fum j and, by theft 
means, an encroachment of five months was, by de­
grees, made upon the fucceeding year. T o  under- 
ftand this circumftance, it is neceflary to obferve, that 
the collections are not fixed to a particular term.
They are continued without intcr-mifiion, and the pro­
duce of the five months, which may amount to one 
million five hundred thoufand pounds, muff be de­
ducted from the accounts made up, fince the Dewantfy 
was fubmitted to our management.

Notwithftanding this deception, it was not the only the rev®,
deficiency in the ffate of money affairs. The reve­
nues o f the year 1769  had, befides, fallen fhort five 
hundred thoufand pounds; and what further redu&ion 
the famine which enfued may have made, time can 
only demonftrate. By the beft accounts from Bengal, 
there was not a balance of five hundred thoufand pounds 
remaining, after all expcnces were paid ; and this was not 
above half the fum neceflary to pure hale the annual 
inveffments o f the Company. No fair conclusion,, 
however, can be drawn from the produce o f one year 3 
and the vigilance of the Court of Dire&ors has fince 
eflablifhed fbme beneficial regulations. To flatter the 
ianguine, we will fuppofe, that the net balance will 
amount, on the prefent footing, to one million.. The

fuar
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fum is juft fufficient for the inveftments of the Com­

pany ; without leaving a fingle farthing in the treafury 
to anfwer any extraordinary emergency.

obviou* T h e advantages o f the propofed plan are obvious;

and, therefore, eafily explained. Let it be fuppofed, 
that the rent-roll o f the year 1 7 6 6  fhall be taken 

as the rule o f the quit-rent to be paid, after the fale of 

the lands. Let none think this fum too much. 

Under the management o f the proprietors, the lands 
would in a few years produce, thrice the fum o f three 

millions fix hundred thoufand pounds; but the fubjedt 
muft receive a bribe for his induftry. The Company, 

at prefent, complain, that the Talookdars, or thofe who 

pofiefs lands in property, run away with all the tenants.

T heir eftates are flourifhing, whilft our limited policy o f 
letting the lands by the year, has created folitudes around.
After a thorough examination o f fi&itious tenures, 
private encroachments and public embezzlements, we 

may, with great propriety, venture to add, at leaft one 
million to the above fum. But to {peak with a mode­

ration which precludes reply, we fhall only take it for 

granted, that four hundred thoufand pounds are, by 
thefe means, only gained. Even this fum will fix the 

annual revenue at four millions; and there let it reft till 
the profperity o f the country fhall authorife an encreafe, 

by flight imports on trade and the articles of confumption.

The

; ; ■ f r S
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Tlie abolition of the tyrannical and impolitic govern- Advantages, 
ment of the Nabob, will be a having of five hundred 
thou (and. pounds on the annual expencet. The fa<£l is 
notorious, that the real expence oi this fecondary and 
intermediate government, in penfions and in the mode 
ot collection, exceeds fix hundred thoufand pounds; but 
the judicial and iifcai fyftems eftabliflied in the preced­
ing plan will not exceed one hundred thoufanu pounds, 

with all the advantages of a filutary and equitable admi- 
niftration o f juftice and law. T o  this fum we n ay add
the five hundred thoufand pounds which have fallen off 

from the revenue, as the firil-fruits o f the plan; ail 
which, fuppofing the expencesof the civil, military, and 
marine departments to remain as at prefent, would make 
an annual difference o f one million four hundred thou- 

land pounds, in favour of the Company. The inveft- 
ments of the Company might in that cafe be inerenfed, 
yet leave a fum for the treafury in Calcutta for emer­
gencies.

• The treafury, however, ought hot to be too rich, left of$ eF^
‘ J  °  ceding

circulation fhould deaden in the kingdom. Two mil ­
lions in ipecio would be fufficient. To employ the fur- 

plus to advantage, together with the ten millions, which, 
arc fuppoied to arile from thq file of the lands, a bank 
ought to be eftahlilhed for the purpofa of lending out 
fums of money, not exceeding three years purchafe on 
landed fecurity to the Proprietors, at the intereft of fev,e i 
per centum. The land-Holders would be, by thefe 

V ol. III. t means,
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means, enabled to raife the neceffary Turns, at lefs than 
half the interefl which they now pay; and the Com­
pany would have good fecurity for their advances. Let 

us fuppofe, that, in the courfe of a few years, ten mil­
lions were lent upon thefe terms, that fum would pro­
duce an annual filtered of feven hundred thousand 
pounds; which, upon the whole plan, makes a yearly 
balance, in favour of the Company, of t w o  m i l l i o n s

O N E  H U N D R E D  T H O U S A N D  POUNDS MORE  T H A N  T H E Y  A T

p rese n t  r e c e i v e , exclufive o f a prodigious and 
growing  t r e a s u r e  ; and the moderate impofls which 
may be hereafter laid on articles of luxury.

Plan. The Plan, to fpeak the leaft its favour, is practicable

in its great and general line. It would produce, even 
partially followed, immenfe, fudden, and permanent 

advantages; but no human forefight can abfolutely 
eftimate the precife Turns. Though the Author o f the 
Enquiry has not the vanity to fuppofe that his Icheme is, 
in all its branches, infallible, lie will venture to pledge 
himfelf to his country, that, fhould themore material parts 
of his fyflem be adopted, the advantages to be derived 
from it would not fall fhort of his calculations, His know­
ledge o f the kingdom of Bengal, and its various re>> 
fources, gives him a confidence on this fubjed, to which 

he is not intitled by his abilities.

Cl&'lZP
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TT H O U G H  the A u th o r o f  this volume derives by  fa r  the 

greateft- part o f  h is facts from  Eaitern w riters, • he has not 

overlooked the interrupted glim pfes o f  the tranfadaons &  the M o ­

gul em pire, preferved b y  intelligent: Europeans; Who travelled, 

the laft cen tury, into India, H e  relies upon their authority w ith  

regard to w h at they had fern . H e  prefers the accounts o f  do- /  

meftic w riters, to w hat they ohly heard. H e  draw s his inform a­

tion ch iefly  from  the fo llow in g  authors,* and-the originals are, at 

this m om ent, in  his hands.

I .  M ir  a t  vl W a r i d a t j  or, T h e  M i r r o r  o f  O c c u r r e n c e s * 

written b y  M a h o m m e d  S h u f f i a  o f D e lh i -H e undertook 

the w ork  at the requeft o f  B yram  Chan, in  the re ign  o f  M a -  

hommcd Sh aw . H e profeflfds his book to be a continuation 

o f  the w o rk  o f  F erilh ta ; and it contains a compendious hi B o- 

r y  o f  the M o gu l Em pire , from  the deajth o f  A k b st, to -the in - 

vafion o f  N adir Shaw .

II. J e i-i a n g i r e  N a m m a j  or, T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  E m p e ­

r o r  J e h a n p i r e . B y  M a t i m i d  G h a n  o f  D elhi.

II I . S h a w  J e h a n  N a m m a  j or, T h e  H is t o r y  ot t h e  E m­

p e r o r  S h a w  J e h  a n . B y  M i r *  a  C a s i m , the fon o f  M i r -  

z a  A m i n ,  private Jecretary to Aurungz'ebe. O ur A u th o r 

fucceeded his father in that office. M

IV . R o s e  N a m m a ; o r, A  Jou rnal o f  the fu l l  T e n  Y ears o f  A u -  
rungzebe. B y  the lam e W riter.

V , A l  l u m g i r e  N a m m a  ; or, "1 h e  H i s t o r y  o r  A l T u m g i r e  

or A u r u n g z e b e . B y  the fame. T h is  w o rk  is little more 

than an abridgm ent o f  the above.

V I . M i r a t  A l i u m j  or, T h e  M i r r o r  o f  t h e  W o r l d . B y  

N a z i r  B u c h t a r  C h a n , a m an o f  letters, who led a p ri­

vate life  near Feridabad, w ith in  a few  miles o f  A gra . T h is  

w o rk  contains the h iflo ry  o f  the firft T e n  Teats o f  A u ru n g- 
zebe,

T  H  E
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Obfervatim— Death of Akbar----- Accejion of Selim, /&•
name of J e h a n g i r  e----- Rebellion of Sultan Chufero----- Battle
of Labore~--- Chufero $ misfortunes---- -Rebellion quajhal-----
Executions---- -War with Perfia-------A canfpiracy.

T H E  great abilities of Akbar confirmed thehoufe o f Tim ur a  d .
on the throne, and eftablilhed tranquillity over all their Higer*Ie>14* 
vafl: conquefts in India. Vigorous in his meafures, with- General 

out tyranny, he impreffed the minds of men with awe, and 
checked that fpirit o f difeord and private ambition, which had pre­
vailed in more feeble reigns. Government becoming fettled and • 
uniform in its regulations, the arts of civil life began to increafe 
and fiouriih, among a people naturally induftrious arid ingenious. 
a ne fplendor of the court, the wealth of individuals, created a 

V o l . III. B general
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A.D. i 6 c j . general tahe for pomp and magnificence; and the crowded levees
Hig. 1014.
e_—v-—_/ of the great, where all endeavoured to excel in the art of pleafing, 

rendered the Indians equal in politenefs to the nations o f Europe.
Learning was not unknown, if we exclude the abftrufe fciences.
The Arabian and Brahmin fyftems of philofophy were ftudied; 
and the powers of the mind were generally cultivated and improved.

obferva- This character of civilization, it mufl be confelfed, tallies nottions.
with the political conduct of the people. But neceflity and felf- 
prefervation make a kind of apology for crimes under defpotifmr 
which would be unpardonable in a community governed by general 
and known laws. In Hates fubjedl to arbitrary government, there 
is no fecurity, no honour, no independence in private life. The 
nation is divided into two forts of people, the oppreflbrs and the 
opprefied. Every man of fpirit, of family, and of fortune, mull, 
in felf-defence, endeavour to poffefs a fhare of the government 
under which he was born. When he Harts forth from obfcurity,. 
he mufi adopt the political principles of his country, or be ruined <
in all his fchemes, however repugnant thefe principles may be to 
the general d ilates of humanity, and the particular difpofition of 
his own mind. The greatefi virtues therefore are often blended 
with the worfi vices; and this circumflance gives a variety and 
flrength of feature to Afiatic chara&ers, unknown in the fettled 
governments of the weft.

Extent and Though the empire o f the Mahommedans in India was-
revenues 01 w
the empire, not fo extenfive under Akbar as it had been under fome 

princes of the Patan Dynafty, it comprehended a vaft tratft 
of country, divided into twenty-two provinces; each equal to 
fome kingdoms in wealth, fertility and extent *. A frnall part 
only of the Decan or fourthern peninfula of India had been con-

* Kandahar, Gbizni, Cabal, Calhmire, Lahore,Moultdn, Outch, Sindi, Ajmere,
Sirhind, Delhi, Duab, Agra, Allahabad, Oud, Behar, Bengal, Oriffa, Malava,
Bsrar, Chandeifli, Guzerat.

quered:
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quered : yet the dominions of the family of Timur, in their A: D- ‘foy, 
northern and foutbern frontiers, fell under the thirty-fixth and u— *—lL/ 
ninetenth parallels of latitude; and they extended themfelves, 
from eaft to weft, about twenty-five degrees. The revenues, 
according to the Imperial regifter, were thirty-two millions fter- 
hng, received in the exchequer, exclufive o f the cuftomary prefents, 
and the eftates of the officers o f the crown, which at their death 
reverted to the emperor, and amounted, at a medium, to twenty 
millions more of our money. Thefe immenfe fums were expended 
in maintaining an army of three hundred thoufand horfe, as many 
of foot, in fupport of the fplendor o f the court, and in the falaries 
of civil officers.

When the indifpofition of the emperor Akbar rendered him Intrigue, a. 
incapable of attending to public bufinefs, the whole weight o f sdim. "" 
government fell on Chan Azim, the Vifier. Selim, Akbar’s 
only furvivmg fon, notwi'thftanding the difputes. which he had 
formerly with his father, was ftill looked upon as the heir of the 
empire. But the V  ifier’s daughter being married to Chufero, the 
eldeft fon of Selim, that minifter was defirous of placing the reins 
of government in the hands of his fon-in-law. He was fupported 
in this fciieme by many of the nobles; the moil enterprizing and 
powerful o f whom was Raja Man Singh, whofe fifter was the 
mother of Chufero. The Raja, from the antiquity of his family, 
and his own addrefs, commanded all the Hindoo intereft in the 
empire; and he had, at that very time, twenty thoufand of his 
native fubjetfts of the Rajaput tribe in and near the environs of the 
capital, prepared to execute his orders. Selim being apprized of 
the powerful confederacy againft him, waited upon liis father 
Akbar, two days before his death, and laid before him all their 
fchemes. The emperor called them to his prefence, reprimanded 
them feverely; and having publicly acknowledged Se^im his law-

B 2 ful
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^Hig! ! &  ful fucceflbr in the empire, obliged the confederate lords to pay 
'■ ^ ' him homage, and to promife to fupport his title.

His acceilion On the fixteenth of the fecond Jemmad,in the year of the Higera 
to the thione. ong thoufand and fourteen, the illuftrious Akbar expired at Agra, 

amid the tears of his iubjedts; who loved him as their father, 
admired him as their leader, and feared him as their prince. The 
promife extorted by the emperor from the Vifier and Man Singh in 
favour of Selim, had no effedt on their condud. He was no 
fooner dead than they aflembled their party in the houfe of the 
former, and renewed their deliberations in favour of Chufero, in 
prejudice o f his father. Selim in the mean time was not idle.
H e convened all his friends in his own palace. Things remained 
in fufpenfe for fome hours. Ferid Bochari, who commanded the 
city-guards, took at length a fpirited refolution. H e ordered the 
gates to be fliut, to prevent any troops from entering the city ; 
and, taking the keys in his hand, haftened to the palace of Selim.
H e prefented them on his knees, and faluted him emperor. All 
prefent followed his example. The news foon reached the houfe 
of the Vifier. The party of Chufero was ftruck with a fudden 
panic. They broke up from council, and made all poffible hafte 
to pay their refpe&s to the new fovereign. The Vifier took care 
not to be the laft. The hopes of Chufero were dafhed in a mo­
ment. He was feized with fear, and fled down the river in a fmall 
eanoe, with Raja Man Singh, and concealed himfelf in that prince’s 
houfe till he obtained a pardon from his father. Ferid, for this 
fignal fervice, was advanced to the rank of paymafter-general of 
the forces, by the title of Murtgza Chan; and many other diftin- 
guilhing honours were at the fame time conferred upon him.

His titles and Selim was born at Sikri, near Agra, on Wednefday the feven-
teenth of the fecond Ribbi, in the nine hundredth and feventy-

feventh
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feventh year of the Higera. The mod remarkable e vent of Selim’s 4;D- ,6o>‘
. . . .  Hig. o»4.

life, before his acceffion, was, his difobedience to his father’s orders, i ^ -v —»*,
rather than his rebellion againft him, about two years prior to that
monarch’s death. Infolent at firft, he refufed to return to his
duty, and was once actually at the head of feventy thoufand men.
Upon the death o f  the prince Daniil, he, however, fubmitted,
having then a nearer profpedt of the throne; Akbar having
upbraided him for his difobedience at firft, and his pufillanimity
afterwards, for throwing himfelf upon an enraged fovereign’s
mercy, when he was at the head of a great army, received him into
favour. When Selim took the reins o f government in his hands,
he a fumed the titles of Noor-ui-dien Mahommed J e hang ik e ,
or Mahommed the Light of the Faith and conqueror of t h e

wori.d . He dated the commencement of his reign from the
twentieth of the fecond Jemmad 1014, which anfwers to the 21ft
of October 1605, being then in the thirty-feventh year of his age.
Akbar was interred with great pomp at Secundra, near Agra; and
the minds of men were diftra&ed between grief and joy, funeral
folemnity, and the feftivity attending upon the acceffion of a new
fovereign.

Chan Azim, the difeontented Vifier, and the Raja Man Singh, His prudent 
were fo formidable in the empire, that Jehangire thought it moft adminiHra- 
prudent to accept of the offered allegiance of both, and to con- tl0fU 
firm them in their relpedtive honours and governments, without 
animadverfion upon their late conduct. Man Singh was difpatched 
to his fubafhip of Bengal; Chan Azim to that of Malava. The 
prince Chufero made his appearance at court; and his father, 
after a fevere reprimand, took him at Jaft into- favour. The 
emperor in the mean time began his reign by a ftridt adminiftra— 
tion of juftice, and by a minute infpe&ion into the finances and 
refources of the date. He ilfued a public edict to confirm all the

laws.

l l i  *8L
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Hig.* ,c6,°4V âws anc  ̂ reSulations *n force. Many lubas were removed from 
' v theii refpedtive governments into other provinces: fome were dif- 

mifled to make room for the emperor’s abettors and friends. The 
deprived goveinors repaired to court to reftore themfelves, by 
money and intrigue, to their former dignities. Some fucceeded in 
their view s: others were reduced to defpair, through want of fuc- 
cefs. The latter began to form treafonable defigns to recover the 
confcquence and power which they had loft.

a confpiracy To accomplifli their purpofe, the difcontented lords turned theirin favour of
his ton Chu- e7 es upon fhuiero, and hoped, by his means, to effed: a revolu­

tion in the ftate. They pretended to have the greateft attachment 
to his perfon : they magnified the number of his friends, and his 
•own merit. They rouzed his ambition by the praife of paft 
adions, and animated it by the fair profped of prefent fuccefs. 
hut what had moft weight with the prince, they intimidated him 
with pretended difcoveries of the defigns of his father againft his 
life. The fecrecy neceffary to be obferved in all arduous under­
takings againft defpotic governments, rendered it difficult for 
Chufero to know the true ftate of things. The fpies, whom the 
emperor had placed around him, in the mean time, increafed, and 
confirmed his fears. Ambition, aided by timidity, at length pre­
vailed over filial duty. He plunged therefore into danger, to take 
immediate poffieffion of a throne, which he was born one day to 
mount, without the doubtful fortune of the fword.

plpofSofa Chan Azlm’ and tIie Rai a Man Singh, had the addrefs not to 
aiTaffination. appear openly in the confpiracy. They were, however, known

to be the life and fupport of the whole. They were ftill under the 
cloud of the emperor’s difpleafure, which, at a convenient feafon, 
might burft on their heads. The prince being fo far involved in 
the plot, it would be dangerous for him to recede: and they,

4 juftly
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juftly corifidering the improbability of fuccefs by open force againft A-.D- ̂ Hi». io-» c.
the Imperial power, propofed the more fpeedy expedient of affaf- 
finating jehangire. The propofal came to the ears of the prince.
Though he was bent upon rebellion, he ftartled at parricide. Na­
ture was rouzed in his breaft. “  My father/* faid he, “ may 
enjoy life without a throne ; but I can never enjoy a throne ftained' 
with a father’s blood. Let him try the fortune of the field. Let 
us throw away the daggers of aflaflins, and owe our advancement 
to our fwordsd*

The confpirators pretended to applaud the noble fentiments of the The plot dii> 
prince: but they, from that inftant, were irrefolute and embarralfed- 
in their councils. Many, violent at the beginning, now awed by 
the greatnefs of the Undertaking, fhrunk back from their purpole, 
and began to fhelter themfelves behind one another. The empe­
ror, in the mean time, was in part informed of the plot. He pre­
pared to feize the prince: the latter was apprized of his father’s 
defigns. By a premature difcovery, this confplracy, like many of 
the fame kind, failed. Fear took poffeffion of the adherents of 

1 Chuiero* He himfelf was afraid. They neglected to execute the 
daring itroke, which their fituation and fafety required. They 
began to remove themfelves from immediate danger, as if  the pre- 
fent were more to be feared than thofe which in future they had to 
dppofe. They,however, did not altogether relinquifh their defigns.

On Monday the eight of Zehidge, fix months after the aceef- Firft rifins, 
fion of Jehangire to the throne of India, near one hundred of the 
confpirators afl’embled privately, in the evening, at the tomb of the 
emperor Akbar. Chulero having joined them, on pretence of pay­
ing his devotions at his grandfather’s flirine, they proceeded, that 
very night, toward Delhi. About day-break, next morning, they ‘ 
had reached the city of Muttra, about thirty-eight miles from

Agra;.

( i f I  .
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A. D. 1606. Agra ; and entered the town, when the troops, who garrifoned theHig. 1015. 0 t
'---- 1/-----' place, were on the parade. They halted for refrefhment; and

they had the good fortune not to be fufpedled by the officer who 
commanded at Muttra. Huffein Beg Chan Buduchfhi, who had 
been governor of the province of Cabul during a confiderable part 
of the former reign, being turned out of his office by the emperor, 
was on his way to court. Having travelled in the night on 
account of the heat of the weather, he happened to enter the city 
of Muttra at the oppofite gate juft when the prince arrived. They 
met in the market-place. Chufero was no ftranger to the difcon- 
tent of Huffein; and efteeming him a great acquifition to his 
party, from his known bravery and popularity among the Tartars, 
who forced a great part of the imperial army, he called him afide, 
and having founded him, laid open his whole plan. Huffein 
being confcious of no crime againft the ftate, thought himfelf 
highly injured by Jehangire. Poffeffed of no property but the 
fword,from the generofity of his difpofition, which had lavifhed his 
fortune upon his friends, he required not much intreaty to efpoufe 
the caufe of the prince.

Chufero The retinue of Huffein was but fmall. It confifted of two hun-marches to
Delhi. dred Tartar horfe, and three hundred Afgan foot. But his military 

fame was great; and he gave life to the confpiracy. The prince 
endeavoured to bring over the governor of Muttra to his party.
That officer, perceiving his intentions, fhut himfelf up in the 
citadel, and would liften to no terms. Chufero had neither time 
nor force to reduce him. He contented himfelf with enlifting as 
many as he could of the inhabitants and garrifon into his fervice; 
and, leaving Muttra, continued his route to Delhi.

Ravages th« The road between the two great cities of Delhi and Agra being
coantry. # 0  0

crowded with travellers, and detachments of horfe and foot going 
9 on
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on different fervices, the prince forced them to join his flandard. A P- ,6o6~Hig. icij.
Thofe who refufed were, without mercy, put to the fword, after e—i-v——> 
being plundered of all their effe&s. Smallparties of horfe were 
at the fame time difperfecl through the country on every fide; and 
fuch as did not immediately take up arms in favour of Chufero 
were fubmitted to military execution, and all the feverities of war.
Many were compelled to jbin him, through fear. Others, from 
the fame caufe, lied into the woods; and faw from their retreats 
the fmoke of their burning houfes, and mourned over their infants 
and aged parents, who had not ftrength to avoid the flames. Some 
more refolute defended themfelves againft the rebels, and to their 
valour owed their lives. The orders of the prince, it muft be 
owned, did not extend to fuch rigour and cruelty. But he found 
it impoflible to reftrain from exceffes his undifeiplined foldiers. He 
had fet them an example of wickedncfs by rebellion; and it was 
not to be .expe&ed that they would fubmit to his commands in 
favour of humanity and juftice.

Such was the wafteful progrefs of Chufero to Delhi. His fol- Lays the fub-
, r  . , urbs of Del-

lowers having greatly increafed their numbers in the march, he hi under con- ,
laid,the fuburbs of that capital under contribution. The ga-tes tabuUons‘ 
being fhut, the city itfelf was preferved from pillage. The unfor­
tunate people who lived without the walls, from their delay in 
raifing the fum impofed upon them, had their houfes confumed 
with fire. Many thoufands were ruined. Many, to retrieve their 
affairs, joined the rebels, to make reprifals upon tlie world for the 
lofs which they had fuftained.

At eleven o’clock of the fame night on which Chufero left Agra, The emperor 
his father was informed of his flight by the captain-general, who ^ 
was ordered to purfue immediately the fugitive. About an hour

Mol. III. * C after
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A ®* after this officer’ s departure w ith  a confiderable body o f  horfe, the

----- 1 emperor, fu fpe& ing his loyalty , di(patched his commands to him to

return. Ferid Bochari, late ly  railed to the d ign ity  o f  M u rtaza  

Chan, and to the office o f  paym afler-general o f  the forces, w as 
difp'atched upon that lervice, w ith  an additional number ot troops.

T h e  w hole under Ferid amounted to ten thoufand horfe, w hich  

greatly  retarded his march. C !m icro, o f  courfe, had the more time 

to harafs the country, and to ftrengthen h h n fd f  In the m orn­

in g, as foon as d ay-light appeared, the emperor mounted h is 

horfe; and h avin g  affembled .all the forces' in and near A g ra , 

leaving a fufficient garrifon in the place, marched w ith a great 

arm y toward D elhi. H e  was, upon the occasion, heard to repeat 

a verfe, w hich im plied, “  T h at fortune depended upoa/£xpedition 
more than on cou nfel; and that his life  fliould Lie darkened w h s 

put o ff till to-m orrow w hat ought to. be done to -d ay .”  T h e  .undue* 

tiful behaviour o f  a fon, whom  he loved, was a fever e firoke to his 

mind. F ie  refufed to eat or drink, or to take red: fo r fame t im e ; 

and even opium , to w hich he was much addicted, he declined.

who takes T h e  governor and inhabitants o f  D elhi, having recovered from
the route of '
Lahore. the firfi: impreffions w hich the fudden arrival and ravages com­

mitted b y  Chufero had made upon their minds, prepared fo r a  

refolute defence. Some troops, w ho were Rationed in different 

parts o f  the country, had thrown them felves into the town. A s 

there was a ccnfiderable quantity o f  the Im perial treafure lodged in  

the city , as w ell as the great w ealth o f  private perfons, the inten­

tions o f  the prince w ere to have furprized D elh i, and to furniffi 

h irofelf w ith  m oney fufficient to raife an arm y in the province 

o f  Punjab. B u t the general terror w hich his rapacity had excited 

carried the news o f  his march before him , and difappointed his 

defigns. D efpairing o f  being able to force D elhi to furrender

before

t r o
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before the arrival o f the Imperial army, having remained only two A- D- ,6°6* 
. y Hig. 1015.

days in the fuburbs, Chufero took the route of Lahore. Having x_—v—^
been, on his march, joined by a great number of men, he attempted,
immediately upon his arrival, to take that city by efcalade. He
was repulfed with fome lofs by the garrifon; and being at the fame
time deftitute o f artillery, he was greatly difconcerted in his mea-
fures. He, however, invefted the place.

The Imperial troops ftationed in the province threw themfelves He is defeat- 

into Lahore. They fallied out on the befiegers nine fucceffive Bochari.Cnd 
days, but they were as often repulfed, and obliged to fhelter them­
felves behind their walls. Chufero in the mean time had drawn 
together fome artillery from fmall fortreffes in the neighbourhood, 
which he had found means to furprife. Nothing could be effedted 
againft the place before the arrival of Ferid, the paymafler-general, 
with the emperor’s advanced guard. The prince, with an army 
of thirty thoufand horfe and foot, but without order, without dif- 
cipline, marched out of his camp to give battle to Ferid. The 
garrifon o f Lahore perceiving his motions, fell upon his rear. He 
left a part of his army to oppofe them : With the remaining part 
he attacked Ferid. His troops behaved better than their difcipline 
feemed to promife. He expofed his own perfon. H e was at 
length deferted ; and, preffing among the thickeft of the enemy, 
he found himfelf with only a few of his principal adherents, who 
bravely fought by his fide. In this fituation he was furrounded by 
the Imperialifts on every fide. He was perfonally known to them 
all. They were tender of his life ; and, in attempting to take 
him prifoner, they permitted him to make his efcape. Great 
honours were conferred upon Ferid by the emperor, on account of 
this fignal victory.

The unfortunate Chufero wandered all night through the woods, Fluft iatin* 
with a few attendants, His army was all difperfed. He came in Ss'She-*'

C 2 the reiU8’
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h£  ;:,tthe morninS ,0 » •»*. wl>««. *1»& oWrcome by fatigue, !,c laid
v— Jiimffu down to reft. Sonic of his irieftds having difcovered 

where he lay, affcmbled around him. They began to cohfuk 
togemcr ort tne prelent untoward lithation of their affairs. They 
diftered in opinion. Such of the* chiefs as were natives' o f Bengal 
and tile adjacent provinces, infilled upon taking the route of that 
quarter of India, by the foot o f the northern mountains: they 
alley;-li, that me Raja Man Singh, who was then fuba of Bengal, 
poiilfud great power, which he would not fail to exert in his 
nephew’s raufe * : that the country was rich arid populous: that 
it was an invariable maxim among the Hindoo princes, never to 
oelevt the in ter eft of a ftfengtr who Ihotnd throw himfelf tindlr 
then p r o t e c t  B ride*  tiny the Raja Man Singh joined the 
ah cclion oi a relation to the prince, to the natural faith of his 
nation to the fuppliant and unfortunate. T he natives of Chan- 
dcilh and Malava were for trying their fortunes in their refpec- 
tive provinces. Chan Azlm, the fete Vifier, father-in-law of 
Chufcro, was governor of the latter; and they doubted not but he 

. would fupport the dignity o f his own family. They added, that
A/un was poffefled of a fine army, provided with artillery, and 
furnillied with llores.

Theydif. Huffein Beg, who was m chief confidence with the prince, 
halted objections to the different plans o f his other adherents. He 
urged tin  dillance of the. march, and the impoffibility of forcing 
the,r way throuf h countries full of Imperial troops, who would 
be very a&ive, fince Fortune had forfaken the fide of Chufero. He 
propofed that they Urould continue their route to Cabul; where 
he inink If had intereft fufficient to arm the whole province, toe-e­
ther with his native country Buduchlhan, in favour of the prince.

thc72h m ^ t f7l S With t!>e Hahomrnedan emperor, o f  Hlndofcw toderimnd 

die P 6 "  * " ’ " * * '  ThC ^ ^ C h « f cro-,v8S rilem o  ‘

Chufero

m -
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Chufero, during the debate, fat filent. Having at length weighed ÂP* 1606*
each opinion,' he declared in favour of that of Hulfein; alleging, v---- v---- /
that the troops of the north were' moft faithful to their chiefs.
The obfervation difpleafed the other chiefs: they murmured, and 
left his prefence. They faw that their affairs were defperate, and 
they refolved to retreat to their refpedtive habitations; covering 
their fears under a pretended difguft at thepreference given to the 
counfel.of Huffein.

Chufero in a few minutes found himfelf defeated by thofe who He arrives on 
had made him the tool of their ambition and revenge. Reproaches c/the Attoc j, 
were to no effect. He blamed his adherents for their timidity 
and perfidy; but he himfeff was not lefa culpable. Ilis mind 
was agitated with various pafiions. Rage againft his own folly 
was the moft predominant. Huffein was the only chief of note 
who remained of the confpirators. His followers, confifting 
of three hundred horfe, and a few of the prince’s menial fervants, 
formed their whole retinue. With thefe they fet out for Cabul.
Being forced to depart from the high road, they frequently loft 
their way, as they were obliged to travel in the night.

Keeping their courfe through unfrequented paths and by-roads, where, for 
they at length arrived on the banks of the river Attoc, the largeft boats,°f 
branch of the Indus. It was impafiable without boats. It was 
then midnight. They moved down the river to the ferry of Chou- 
dera. Finding no boats at that place, though a much frequented 
pafflige, they underftood that orders had been fent to conceal 
them. The ferryman and villagers were afleep. It was propofed 
to feize them, to force them to difeover where the boats were laid.
Some were taken in their beds; others efcaped, and, with their 
outcries, alarmed the country. The prince underftood from thofe 
that were taken, that orders from the Imperial camp had two days 
before been received’by the zemindar of the diftrid, to flop the

paffage „ - _
- - • /

S ^--* ' •.
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AjlP’ paffagc of the river; and that, in obedience to thefe orders, he had 
v— fecreted the boats. Huffein in the mean time having difp;, ched 

fome of his followers in queft of the boats, they found two, filled 
with wood, in a neighbouring creek. Thefe were unloaded, and 
brought to the proper place. The zemindar, being rouzed from 
fleep by the noife, had come by this time to the banks of the Attoc, 
attended by a concourle of people. He called to thofe who drag­
ged the boats, that he had an Imperial mandate to prohibit all per- 
fons, under pain of death, to crofs the river. They, intimidated 
by his threats, turned the head of the two boats acrofs theftream,
The prince’s party fired upon them : fome were killed, others 
plunged into the river; and a few expert fwimmers, in the reti­
nue of Chufero, brought one boat with difficulty to the ffiore.

is in great The banks of the Attoc were In the mean time crowded with
diitrds. . . .  ■ . ■ ,

the qpuntry people. An officer arrived with a hundred horfe to 
guard the paffage, Other detachments came gradually in from 
every quarter. Chufero and Huffein refoived to lave thcmfelves 
in the boat. They placed their horfes in the center, and they 
themfelves took their feats in the Item. Their attendants, 
afraid of being left to the mercy of their enemies, threw' them­
felves headlong into the veil'd, and almoft funk her. They, how­
ever, puffed her from ffore; threw fome overboard, and cut off 
the hands of others who clung to her fides. Many were drowmed.
A few flain by the Imperialifts. This was but the beginning of 
misfortunes. Moft of the oars had been loff in the confufion; and 
the rudder, to complete the ruin of the unfortunate Chufero, had 
been inadvertently thrown overboard with the wood wTith which 
the boat had been found loaded. Thefe inconveniences, joined to 
a want of {kill in the rowers, , rendered it impoflible for them to 
manage the boat. She was carried dowm the dream. The confu- 
JGon was great, and danger every moment increafed.

The

. %' ;
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The zemindar, and the party who guarded the ferry, were not A ,.D- 1(5oi5>
J  Hig. 1O15.

idle. They feized upon thofe left afhore. They fired at the boat, '—r -v----- -

and followed her down the river. She ftruck at laft on a fand^ prifoner.'6'1 
bank. Some plunged into the water to pufh her off: the remained 
immoveable. The fire continued. Many were killed. No retburce 
was left. The fun was juft rifing. Cafiin Chan, who com­
manded the party of horfe, feeing the unfortunate prince in this 
unextricable fituation, ftopt the fire. . Being by this time joined 
by another officer who commanded a body of troops in the neigh­
bourhood, both mounted their elephants; and, riding in to the 
bank on which the boat lay, feized the prince. Cafim placed him 
behind him on the elephant, while the other officer fecured Huf- 
fein. The few that remained o f their attendants were carried 
aftiore in another boat.

Such was the end of a rebellion begun without any juft caufe, His behavi-
. , our before

concerted without judgment, and carried on with very moderate his father. .
abilities, by a prince fcarce more unfortunate than he deferved to
be. The emperor was at the time encamped in a garden near
Lahore. He received the news of the feizure of the prince with
exceffive joy. He ordered him to be brought before him, with a
golden chain from his left hand to his left foot, according to the
laws of his anceftors, Zingis and Timur. Huflein, loaded with
iron chains, was placed on the right hand of Chufero; Abdul
Rahim, another of the principal rebels, on his left. Jehangire
fternly afked his fon, “ What could induce thee, Sultan Chulero,
to rebel againft thy fovereign and father r” Chufero was filent:
the emperor began to relent. He then, in a fofter tone, queftioned
him about his advifers and abettors in rebellion. Chufero burft
into tears. His father was furprized: for till then he had.
remained firm. “ Father,” laid the prince, with a broken voice,
“  my crime is great; but let me fuffer for it alone. When you

accufect
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1 i J ‘ io k '5' aceufe^ rae, I w as feniible o f  m y faults ;  and, as I was reconciled 

f v w ith  the lofs o f  life, I behaved w ith  dignity. Bu t w hen you raii'e 

'the remembrance o f  m y friends, I  am troubled at their U\\ JU$ 

them  efcape as they can j I  .will never become their accufer.”

h^adhe" 0> Jeh an g ire  Hood b le n t; and, by his preffing him  no farther,, 

rents. ieemed to applaud, his.- fem im eats. A n y  ,inform ation from  the 

prince would be unneceflary. T h e  eonfpirators had impeached 

one another; and m ree hundred o f the chiefs were already fei/ed.

1 he prince was delivered over, in clofe confinement:,, into the 

hands o f  the paym after-generah H uticin  Was Sentenced to be 

fewed up in  the r a w _hide of an o x , and to be thrown in  that eon- 

b-teer. 1 lie h ide w as icon conira&ed b y  the heat 

hi the fun ; and he expired in a fe w  hours. A bdul R ahim  did 

not to eafii) efeape. b inding that H uflein  w as dead, fooner than 

they expc& ed, thofe appointed to luperintend the executions, kept 

t>ae afs s hide in  which R ahim  was inclofed, conihurtly moift w ith  

’W£' ter* h ie  lived for several days in that m ifcrable condition.

1 bree hundred .pales in the mean time w e re  let up -in. tw o Yo$ts 

along t!ie ppblic road, Ih ^  rebels, to that num ber, wrere drawn, 

auve on the pales. Chafero w as brought every day, as long as 

an y  o f  the unhappy wretches breathed, under their tortures, to 

view  the horrid light. H e  was .led in , chains through the .midft 

o f  them, w hilft he watered the .ground w ith his tears. S e m e ,o f 

them  had been his Jeare fl com panions; others his fa ith fu l fer- 

v .o ts , w ho had tollow ed’his 'fortunes, m erely tq flaew th eir fidelity 
to a m ailer w hom  they loved;

wTJdby *he '* ie ê barbarous executions w ere f  arce over at Lahore, w hen 
Perlians." news- was brought to the Im perial camp, that the Perfians had 

ravelled (Jandahar w ith  a numerous a r m y ; that Sh aw  B eg , the 

governor o f  that city and province, had, by his rafhaefs, buffered 

* a very
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a very confiderable lofs in a fally; yet that he continued, without A-.D- ,6°6- 
any neceffity, to expofe the garrifon. His conduft could only be 
accounted for by an abfurdity bordering on madnefs. He was as 
carelefs of his own life as he was of his duty. Diffolute beyond 
example, he ordered an awning to be fpread over the gate-way 
moil expofed to the enemy’s fire. He fat under it all day, con­
vening with common proftitut.es, whom, much againft their 
inclination, he forced to attend him. The emperor, fearing more 
from his negligence and debauchery, than he hoped from his 
fidelity and courage, fent Sirdir Chan, an old Omrah, to 
luperlede him in his government, with orders to defend 
Candahar to the la ft extremity. Ghazi Chan, an officer of great 
reputation, was, at the fame time, difpatched with twenty-five 
thoufand horfe, to harafs the enemy. Jehangire himfelf, with the 
remaining part of the Imperial army, marched to Cabul.

Ghazi had fcarce advanced within fix days inarch of Candahar, The r,e 
when the Perfians raifed the fiege, and retreated towards Choraffan. rai&d*
No reafon could be affigned for thefe hoftilities on the fide of 
Perfia, except the favourable opportunity offered, by the rebellion 
of Chufero, for feizing the city of Candahar, which was, in fome 
meafure, the key to the Periian empire. Shaw Abas of Perfia 
pretended, that his lieutenants in the provinces of Seiftan and 
Choraflan had taken this ftep without his orders; and that it was 
his pofitive commands which raifed the fiege.

Jehangire placed little faith ifi the profeflions of Abas; being A peace with 

Satisfied, that the death of Akbar, and the rebellion of Chufero, 
were the true motives of the iavafion. Pie, however, admitted the 
excuies of the Periian, which were brought by his ambaffador 
Huffein. Several finall forts near Candahar, which had been 
taken by the Perfians, were evacuated, and peace between the two

Voi,. HI, 3;) formidable ,
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"iiig io^6* formidable powers was re-eftablilhed. Shaw Beg, deprived of
----- -—~j  the government of Candahar, was made Suba of Cabul: for,

notwithftanding his abfurd behaviour, he had difplayed both 
ability and fpirit in the defence of the city. The emperor, after 
thefe tranfadtions, returned toward Lahore.

A confpi- Sultan Chufero was ftill in clofe confinement, which his active
and vehement difpofition could very ill endure. The ufage he 
met with deprived him of every hope of a reconciliation with his 
father. The marks of affedtion fhewn by the emperor to his 
younger fons, Purvez and Churrum, confirmed the fufpicions of 
Chufero. It was alfo currently reported, that Jehangire was to 
appoint one of the two favoured princes, his fucceflbr. Nothing 
but difappointment, and even death, prefented to Chufero’s mind.
His friends were Hill numerous in the army. He founded them, 
by his emiflaries : fome moved by his misfortunes, many in love 
with novelty, began to form trcafonable defigns againft the 
emperor’s life. Ic was concerted to fall upon Jehangire at the 
chace, and, having difpatched him, to raife Chufero, from his 
prifon to the throne.

Difcovered ‘ Some writers doubt, whether Chufero was at all privy to this 
confpiracy: others deny the whole. The firft argue from the 
humanity of Chufero; the latter fay, that it was a fidtion of 
Sultan Churrum, third fon of Jehangire. This much is certain, 
that the firft intelligence of the confpiracy came, through prince 
Churrum, to the emperor’s ears. He informed his father, that- 
five hundred of the nobility were engaged in a plot againft his 
life. Jehangire was ftartled, and knew not how to adt: he 
eonfidered, that, fhould he feize fome, the reft would be alarmed ; 
and that danger might arife from their power. As it was diffi­
cult, therefore, to fecure them all at once, he thought it moft

prudent
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