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| Paper C’ﬁrremy 1y
HE abfolute eﬂabhﬂnment of landed property,

' would  create a. perfe&t confidence, in our faith,
among our fubjeds in the Eaft; and this circumftance

Q.

CXXiii

A propofal
for eft ahhﬁl- :

ll'lg

leads to another regulanon, whxch, if adopted, would -

'have a great and immediate eﬁE& on the proiperity of
'Bengal ~ The awant of a i'uf_'ﬁcxent quantity of {pecie
_ for the purpofes of trade, and the common intercourfes
among mankind, is one of the greateft evils under which
'Bengal at prefent labours, = Let, therefore, a paper cur-
rcncy be intreduced; a mealure at once falutary, ealy,
-and pradticable. Let a bank be immediately eftablifhied
at Caleutta, for the convenience of Europeans. This

would by becoming familiar to the natives, prepate.

i them for a more general paper currency, The mode of

_carrymg this into execution, is left in the hands of thofe
- better auquamtcd with the nature of banking, tha.n the

Author of thc Enqun'_y.

To deﬁroy, at once, thc fraudulent ‘{cience of  ex-
change, which proves fo detrimental to trade in Bengal,
a current coin ought to be eftablifhed, to pals with-
out variation, for its fixed and intrinfic value. This
was; in fome degree, attempted by a noble governor,
‘but he failed in his firft principles, by impofing an ar-

ey P SO il bitrary
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exaiv " PLAN FOR RESTORING BENGAL =~

bitrary value upon his coin, not lefs than twenty per
cent. above its intrinfic worth.,  No other reafon is ne-
ceffary for the bad fuccefs of this coinage. Though a
decuhal dmﬁou of money is the moft rational and
commodious ; yet entirely to change the forms of a
country, in that refpect, might be attended with great
_inconvenience. . Let the roupee, thercfore, confift, as at
prefent, of fixteen of the imaginary Anas, which are
now ufed in accounts in Bengal. The Pice, which is
the twelfth part of an Ana, may be continued as the
1mag1nary coin; but a copper coin of one half of an
Ana, would anfwer the fubdivifions of money, and bc
greatly beneficial to the poors

The immediate fall of the exorbitant intereft of
money, which prevails in Bengal, would be one of the
firft effets of this regulation. Ten per centum is the
prefent interelt; not fo much owing to infecurity, as to
the want of currency. Men of undoubted and efta-
blithed credit are ready to give this great premium to
the lender, as they 'can turn the money to a-great and
immediate -advantage. Were every man enabled, .by‘a
paper currency, to bring his whole property to the mar-
ket, monopoly, in dpite of opprcfﬁoh, would be at an
end, and trade extend itfelf through a-thoufand channels

not known now in fpeculation, ~The confequence
4 would

its great
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Wmﬁd be highly beneficial ; Bengal would draw great

quantltl,es of money from all the regions of Afiay and,
_by enrichmg herfelf, be rendered capable of bearing fuich
taxes upon different articles, as this natibn, for ' the
i augmcntatxon of the revenues, m1ght think proper to

mpofc

Napal Thtbet, Ava, Arracin, Pegu, Siam, Cochin-
Chma, China, and almoft all' ‘the iflands in the Eaftern
ocean, produee gold: In the welt, that metal {cems on-
Iy to be found in the Turkifh Diarbekir. Japan and
China only have filver ‘mines, Afia contains native
wealth which has enriched it in all ages, exclufive of
the balance of its commerce againft Europe. The
Author of the Enquicy means not that {pecie fhould be
drawn from the Eaft: But it might center in Bengal,
and make it one of the ticheft kingdoms in the world ;
whilft we mlght import, in its manufadtures, the furplus
of its revenues, without damaging either its foreign com-

merce or mternal profperity.

. Thefe two plans, and it is to be feared only thefe,
"~ would reftore, under a government eftablithed on im-
partial juftice, Bengal to its former profperity and fplen-

dor. Let the lands be difpofed of in-property: leta

paper currency be cftablithed.  Everyindividual would,
i ) in
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. in fuch a cafe, become mduﬂnous in 1mprov1ng his own

eftate; provifions would fall to a third part of the pre-
fent price; the country would afflume a new. face, and

the people wear the afpect of joy. Immenfe trads of
rich land, which now, with thmr woods, conceal the

ruins of great cities, would agaxn be cultivated ; and
new provinces arife out of thofe marfhy 1ﬂands, near the

mouth of the Ganges, which are, at prefent, the wild
haunts of the rhenoceros and tiger,

Monopolies,

THERE is no maxim in commerce better eﬁabhfh-
ed, than the deftructive tendcncy of monopolies.

In Bengal, its recent cvils are. well-known and abhorred. .

A law muft provide againft it; otherwife every other
regulation will be made in vain, The inhabitants muft be

permitted to enjoy a free trade; fubje@, however, to fuch

impofts upon various articles, excepting thofe of either

the growth or manufa@ure of Great Britain, as may be
thought reafonable from time to time. . Grofs articles,

neceffary for carrying on the finer manufactures,

~ought, however, to be exempted from duty; and every |

encouragement pollible given to the export trade.

Free

(32
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TO ITS FORMER PROSPERITY.

Free merchants ought to be encouraged; neither
muft they be excluded from the inland trade; as that
circumftance would place the fubje@s of Great Britain
on a worfe footing than foreigners, whom we cannot,
without violence, prevent from trading wherever they
pleafe. Let, however, the refidence of the free merchants
be confined to Calcutta; as the influence which all the
natives of Britain have acquired over the inhabitants
of Bengal, is fo great, that the felfith can convert
it into the means of oppreffion. The Indian agents
of Britith traders will not carry, among a wretched
people, the fame terror which clothes their mafters ;
whom it is a kind of facrilege pot to obey, in their moft
unjuft commands.

The fervants of the Company will have many ob-
jections to this propofal. But the management of the
revenues, and of the general trade, which muft remain
in their hands, will.ftill give them fuperior advantages,
{ufficient to. gratify all their reafonable defires. The
influence of a member of the council willy  without'
doubt, enable any man, in that high ftation, to engrofs
a fhare of the trade, almoft equal to a partial monopoly.

Should even a man of that rank be fo felf-denied, as

not to take advantage of the influence annexed to his
place, his attention to commerce would encroach on

3 ; the:
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PLAN FOR RESTORING BENGAL |
the time allotted: for public affairs. = Let Kim, therefore,
when he rifes to the board, be debarred from trading,
cither direétly or indire@ly, by fevere penalties of law 3
and ‘let there an ample ' allowance be tnade forhis
fervices, from the funds of the Company. -

CXXVIiL

Religion. .

 Anablolue EN who fubmit to bodily fervitude, have beem
' known to revolt againft the {lavery impofed on
their minds. We may ufe the Indians for our benefit
in this world, but let them ferve themfelves as they can
in the next.  All religions muft be tolerated in Bengal,
except in the pradice of fome inhuman cuﬁoms, which.
the Mahommedans have a_lvcady, in a gmat_mggfurc,
deftroyed. . We muft not permit young widows, in
their virtuous enthufiafm, to throw themfelves on the
funeral pile, with their dead hufbands; nor the fick
and aged to be drowned, when their fricnds dc.fpaw of
their lives,

wleration The Hindoo religion, in other refpeéts, infpires the
pureft morals.  Produ&ive, from its principles, of the

greateft degree of fubordination to authority, it prepares
mankind for thesgovernment of foreign lords. It fup-

|  plies,
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TO ITS FORMER PROSPERITY.

plies, by its well-followed precepts, the place of penal
laws ; and it renders crimes almoft unknown in the
land. The peaceable fentiments which it breathes,
will check the more warlike doé@rines promulgated by
 the Coran:! The prudent fucceflors of Timur faw that
" the Hindoo religion was favourable to ‘their power ;
and they fheathed the f{word, which the other princes
of the Mahommedan. perfuafion employed in eftablifh-
ing their own faith, in all their conquefts. Freedom
of confcience was always enjoyed in India in the ab-
fence of political frecdom.

©Attention muft be paid to the ufages and very pre-
judices of the people, as well as a regard for their re-
ligion. Though many things of that kind may appear
abfurd and trivial among Europeans, they are of the
utmoft importance -.among the Indians. The leaft
breach of them may be produéive of an expulfion
from the fociety, a more dreadful punifhment Draco
himfelf could not devife. But the caution about re-
']igion is. fuperfluous: thefe are no converting days.
Amo‘ng the lift of crimes committed in Bengal, perfe-
cution for religion is not to be found; and he that will
confent to part with his property, may carry his opinions
away with freedom.

Vor. I1I. q The

of all relis
gions.
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fullid PLAN FOR RESTORING BENCGAL

. The Exceutive Power. |

Refesion on THE great path of general regulation is with lefs

| difficulty traced, than the minute lines which
carty the current of govemmeﬁt from the center to the
extremities of the ftate, Pradtice refifts theoty more
on this fubje@ than in any other; and ‘the wifeft legi-
{lators can neither forefee nor 'préirent obftacles, which
may rife in the progrefs of time: Tn a'country where the
body of the people meet annually, in their reprefenta-
tives, to new inconveniences new remedies may be
inftantly applied ; and even the mandate of the defpot

Toles half its tyranny, in the expedition with iwhich it

oppofes evil.

::E;:flgi fe- ' The diftance of Bengal from the eye of the Brltlﬂ'l
" legiflature, renders it extremely difficult for them to
frame laws againft every emergency that may ‘arifc; and
it is equally difficult, with propriety; to create a legifla-
tive authority in a kingdom, which catinot, in the
nature of things, have a reprefentative of ity own. " The
executive power being vefted in the -gdvéi‘riﬁr and coun-
cil, it is dangerous to truft ‘them with ' the " legiflative 3
and it is impoflible to permit the ‘court of juftice,
which we mean to propofe, to make thofe laws upon

| which
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TO ITS FORMER PROSPERITY.

~ which they are to decidc. The leaft of two evils is -
preferred by the prudent. . Let the governor and .

council fuggef’c annually, in their general letter, the
neceffary regulations; and thefc, after being duly

| weighed by the Company, in their collective body at

home, be laid before parliament, to be by them, if
found juft, neceffary, and equitable, framed into a law.
The general laws for the government of Bengal being,
by the Britifh legiflature once eftablifhed, the inconve-
niences which may arife in India, will neither be fo
great nor detrimental as to occafion much mifchief for
one, or even two years; in which time, the propofed

_regulations, fent home by the governor and council,

will return to_them with the force of laws.

The executive power, in its full extent, as at prefent,
muft be vefted in a prefident and council, of which the
chief juftice and commander in chief of the troops
ought to be, ex gfiicio, members. The number fhould
be encreafed to fixteen, of which any five, with the
preﬁdent, may'form a board; and ten always to refide at
Calcutta, exclufive of the chief juftice and the commander
in chief, thould even the peaceablenefs of the times permit
him to be abfent from the army. The four remaining

CxXXx%1

the councily

counfellorsthould be direéed to refide inthecapitalsof the

larger diftri@ts, into which, for the benefit of juftice, we

q 2 {hall ~
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PLAN FOR RESTORING BENGAL -
{hall hereafter divide the provinces of Bengal and Bebir.,

- The bufinefs for forming 'fegu-]aﬂons to make a founda-

bearde of re=
yenues,

Neceffary
reformations.

" tibn of alaw, being of the laft importance, ought never

to comc ‘before lefs than ten members in council, of

~whom the chch Ju{’ncc ought mvariably to be one.

_Li:;t_a_' general board of revenue be 'eﬁéb]iﬂied at Cal-
cutta, at which 2 member of the council is to prefide.
Let this board, in its inferior departments, be conducted
by the Company $ fervants; ‘and let it receive the cor-

‘refpondence  and check the accounts of four other

boards of the fame Kind, but of inferior jurifdidion, to
be fixed at Daccay ‘Marfhedabid. Mongeer, and Patna,
Let the provinces of Bengal and Behdr be divided into
five equal divifions, each fubje&, in the firft inftance,
to one of the four boards, which are all under the con-

‘troul of the fuperior board of revenue cltablifhed at

Calcutta,  In the lefler diftri@s, let a Companys
fervant fuperintend the collection of the revenue; and

* be accountable for his tranfactions to the board, under

whofe jurifdiction he a&s.

The wild chaos of government, if the abfence of all

“rule deferves the name, which fubfifts in B__erig;il, muft
be utterly removed.. There fome faint traces of the

Britith conflitution is miked with the poﬁtive"orders of
a Court

[ 20
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| TO ITS FORMER PROSPERITY. exxxiii

' la Coust of Dire@ors, the convenient and temporary ex-
' pedients of ‘a trading governor and council, the fecret
i ordmof the fele& committee, the influence of thie pre=
a1 fident, with the Nabob, and the boifterous defpotifm of
-fmhémme;d.;-grﬂiga.J‘_"-"l-_-;:'_I_'-d‘fc.parate, or even to reftrain

- them within grépéi'_bounds, is be:yonﬂ human capacity ;
fome branches muft be lopt off to give more vigour and

" room to others to flourith. | Mubarick muft retire from

' the Mufnud; Mahommed Riza and the [ecret com-

. mittee vanifh away : and even the council itfelf muft

B b reftrained from BREVI MANU defpotifm 3 fuch as, the
" fending home, by force, Britifh. fubjects; and dilmifling

~ officers without the fentence of a court martial,

g

AR
'. yudz'ciai Power.

i TiO""pfefcrve the health of the political body, the retcsion.
; . pure ftream of impattial juftice muft rufh, with
v-i-gtm'r,- through every vein. When it meets with ob-
© ftrudions, a difeafe is produced ; and, when the whole
“'mafs becomes corrupted, a Janguor fucceeds, which fre-
quently terminates in death, To:drop  the metaphor,
* the diftribters of juftice ought to be independentiofevery
thing butthe'law The executive part of government
_‘muﬂ_'ijnt""i'nfe’tfere-With the decifions of - the judge,
othetwife that officer; who ' was created for the defence
RER of

b |
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of .the fubje from injury, becomes a tool of oppreflion
in the hands of defpotifm.
siwaions  The firfk principle of wife legiflation is to open an
bl eafy paffage to the temple of Juftice.  Where the feat of
redrefs is either diftant or difficult of actefs; an injury
is forgot to avoid the trouble. of complaint; and thus
injuftice is encouraged by the almoft certain profpec of
impunity. . To aveid this evil, the Author of the
Enquiry thinks it neceffary, that the a& of the legi-
flature, which fhall conftitute the mode of diftributing
juftice, fhould alfo divide Bengal and Behar into five
great provinces, the capitals of which ought to be Cal-
cutta, Murfhedabad, and Dacca, in Bengal ; and Patna
‘and Mongeer, in Behdr, Let each of thefe five great
divifions be fubdivided into ten Chucklas, or extenfive
diftricts, almoft the number of which the kingdom confifts
at prefent; and let each of thefe be flill fubdivided into
an indefinite number of Pergunnas.

ﬁ‘;“;‘;‘;’i‘::s To bring juftice, to ufe a certain guthor’s Words,_
ofthe peace:  Lsme to the door of every man, let there, in each vil-
lage, be eftablithed, as in the days of the empire, a
Muckuddum, to a& as a conftable for the prefervation of
the peace. A Sheichdar, with a commiffion {imilar to
that of a juftice of the peace, fhould be fixed in the moft

7 centrical
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| mmca! part of the Pergunna or lefier dxﬁn& to Whom

_ﬁlfputés, which cannot be quafhed by the authority of

|- CXXXV

i1 Tehe Muckuddum or conftable, may be referred. 'Let the
- court of 'thls Qﬁicer, however, communicate with ano-

/ ,_ﬂaal_l-ing of grain and other provifions; to be the reguld~
“tor of the market, ‘and to decide in all trivial and vexa-
stious difputes, that tended toward a breach of the peace..
~His minifterial office coincided almoft with that of the

~ lmayors of our leffertowns; and hiscourt was the coun-

. Frerpart of the mow obfolete Curia PepIs PUAVERIZATY,
~ ,mentioned by our lawyers.

ther of a more extenfive and ample jurifdiction, cftablith-
ed in the capital of the dw1ﬁ0n or diftri, of which the

'Pcrgunna isa part‘

_ Smﬁlar to the ofﬁce of a ‘Sheikdir or juftice of the
peace, ought tobe that of the Cutwil or mayor of great
_towns and c’onﬁderabln cities, The wifdom of the houfe
- of Timur eftablithed this officer, to animadvert upon

-thaeves, gamb}ers,f_and other mifcreants; to remove nui-

fances, to fuppréfs pimps and jugglers, to prevent fore-

1 In every Chuckla,  or greater divifion, let .there be

 eftablithed a court fimilar in its nature, but different in

-

@

Ats -nie‘d'e, ta the courts of Cutcherri, inftituted .in: the

g],ays gﬁ__.uhe_empire. Lt this court be .compoled of the

Comp;my’s

B!

Cutwil, or
“3}"‘“)]".

Couyts of
Cutchers,
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Company’s fervant, refiding for the colle@ion of the, re-
venue in the Chuckla, and of two Mahommed Cazis,
and two Brahmins. The fervant of the Company ought
to be the nominal prefident of the court, but only to
{it when the voices are equal, to throw his caﬁmg-vote
on the fide of equity. TIn fucha cafe the procefs to begin
anew. 'The fees of the court muft be regulated, and a

. table of the expence of every article to be hung up to

public view, in the common hall. The punifhment for
corruption, upon convition in the fupreme court of
Bengal, ought to rile to a degree of fciferity, {uitable to
the danger of the crime. |

This court, befides the power of hearing appeals from
the decifions of the Sheichdar in the leflfer diftrids,
ought to retain its ancient authority, fubje@, however,

to an appeal from decifions beyond a fum to be fpeci-

fied, to the provincial courts, which fhall be hereafter
deferibed.  Its jurifdiction ought to extend to the con-
tra&ing and diffolving of marriages, to the fettlement of
doweries for women, and the fucceflion to money and
moveables among children, according to the refpecive
inftitutes of the Mahommedan and Hindoo fyftems of
religion. It ought alfo to be a court of record ; and to
be obliged to keep .an exact regilter of all public and
private contracts, births, marriages, and deaths; and, to

~ execute that department of the bufinefs, a Canongoe and

G

a Muta-
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a Mutaféﬁdy, a5 clcrks, ought to be annexed to each

_-qce}hrt. "Thefe; with 'other matters to be dc{cnbed in the
fucceedmg fedtion, ' ought to comprehcnd the whole
power of the coutt of Cutchem
] ‘I Ll A ""'“'i.jl

Y 'In each of the-"t:apitals-of' the five provinces, a mem-
ber of the council of ftate at Calcutta ought to refide.
He, together with poffefling the management of the
Ccmpany s commercial affairs in his provinece, otight 6
be cmpowered, by a fpecial commiffion, with threc al~
feflors of the elder refident fervants, to form, and pre-
{ide i a‘court of juftice, which we fhall, for ditinéion,
call; The provincial court of appeal. To direét their
judgment upon points .of law, an ‘officer, under the
name of ‘Attorney-general for the province, ought to be
appmnted to give his advice, together with a Mahom-
medan Caz:, and an Indian Brahmin, to explam the
prlnc1ples of their refpeihvc inftitutions and ufages, and

o tender oaths to the parties, Smts may originate in

*

 this court; 5 and it ought to have the power of removing

before itfelf the proceedings of the court of Cutcherri,

'To eﬁabliﬂi Itharoughly the independence of the ju-
dicial on the executive power, a fupreme court, from

cxxxvid

Pravincial
courts,

Supreme .
court, its
civil

~ whichan appéal ought only to lie to Great Britain, {hould

be ere@ed at Calcutta, by the authority of the legifla-
i, (5t 3 BRI iy r _ ture.
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PLAN FOR RESTORING BENGAL

ture. Let it confift of a chief juftice and three pmfné-
juftices, who derive their commiffions from the king ;'

and let them be in Bengal .the counterpart of the court
of king’s bench in England. The jurifdiction of this

court, which, from its tranfcendent power, may be

_called the fupreme court of Bengal, ought to extend,

without limitation, over the whole kingdom ; and to
keep the inferior courts, within the bounds of their
authority; as well as to decide ultimately upon all
appeals. It ought to protedt the juft rights of the
fubje&, by its fudden and even fummary interpofition ;
and to take cognizance of criminal as well as of civil
caufes.

To carry juftice, in criminal matters, with all the
expedition poffible, through our conquefts, it is
propofed, thas two of the pui ifné juftices fhall, twice
a-year, go on circuits, to the refpective capitals of the
five provinces, one into the three provinces in Bcngal
and one into the two, into which Behir is to be di-
vided. The puifne juftice fhall fit, upon thefe occa-
fions, with the members of the provincial court; but the
member of the council, who is the prefident of the
court, fhall ftill be confidered as the principal judge.
In criminal matters, the culprit fhall be tried by a jury

of Britith fubjeds only ; there being always a fufficient

number of good and lawful men to form a jury, in the
4 ; , capital
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' 'mp:ml of the provinee. - In the fupreme»cnurt-at Cal-

ivil cales, according to equity, without a jury, ‘by the

e judgesg but, in fuits between Britifls fubjeds,  the mat-

~ter ought to be tried by a jury, upon the principles of
| “the law af Eﬁgland '

" The ftole mag&mntbf t'he revenue of Bengal being
in the Company, many capital alterations are neceITary
~ to be made in that important branch. = The great chan-

el of public 3ui7nce has been, by the above regulations,
eparated from the executive power; but fome part of
the judicial authority muft fill remain in the Compa-
ny's hands.  To manage the receipts of the revenue, it

‘has been already mentioned,  that five boards muft be-

fmmed the fuperior one of which to remain in Calcut-
ta, The boards ought to confift of two divifions, -or
rather of two fides; the receipt of the Exchequer, and
the Jjudicial part; which muft enable them to inforce the
© payment of the revenues,

s The mode of proceeding in this branch ought to rife
in the fame gradations with the courfe of appeals in the

ML
CXREIX

_' cutta, dlfputes between the natives may be decided i in

Court of ex«
‘chequer,

its jurifdic.
tion

“civit line of d-ilj_)utes between man and man,  Leét the :

Cutcherries inforce the payment of  the revenues of the
‘Chucklas, under an appeal to the provincial board,
: rz whofe

!?;'\f



PLAN FOR RESTORING BENGAL

whofe decifions, beyond certain fums, ought to be fub-
jeét to the revifion of the general board at Calcutta,
But, as the flate muft not fuffer through delay, let the
fum in dlfpute, upon a decifion againft the fubje&, by
any of the courts of revenue before whom the fuit fhall
originate, be forthwith paid into the exchequer; and
let the perfon aggrieved feek for redrefs, by petition,. to
the court which is placed 1rnrned1ately above rhat court,
of whofe decifion he comp]ams.. RLn

gorbned 4 Thc board of revenue, in each_bf the capital cities of

the five provinces, exeept in Calcutta, where no court of
law except the fupreme court -exifts, is to be made up of
the fame perfons whom we have already placed asjudges
i the provincial court of appeal.  The court of exche-
quer, in England, examines, by a fiction, into all forts
of civil caufes. It is neceffary to preclude the boards
of revenue from fuch powers; as a court of exchequer.
As provincial courts of common law,  thdir decifions
are liable to an appeal to the fupreme court at Calcutta,
and therefore any prejudices: which they may be fupm
pofed to imbibe, as members  of the executive part of
government, cannot be of great detriment to the people,
fubjed as their preceedings are to a ‘court not amenable
to the jurifdi&tion of the Company.

Obfervations

LS 1" -
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Obfervations on the Judicial Power.

THE defpotifm which naturally fprung from the

S,

oxli

Refle&tions

double government which arofe on the foundation _

of the fuccefs of our arms in Bengal, reprefied one evil,
whilft it gave birth to a thoufand. Thofe frequent dif~
plites which grow between individuals, where the accefs
to juftice is caly, were quathed by a terror which pre-

vented an unfortunate people from appearing before rulers

who wanted butan excufe to opprefs. The hand of power
fell heavy upon both the plaintiff and defendant; and,
therefore, men put up with injuries from one another,
in hopes of concealing themfclves from the rigid eyes of
- government.  This alludes to the boifterous tyranny of
the minifter of a nominal Nabob; indolence was more
our crime, than cruclty. '

The doors opened to juftice in the preceding fection,
will, without doubt, introduce an ﬁmple harveft for men
of the law but it is better that they fhould live by li-
tigioufnels, than that the people (hould perifh by tyran-
ny. The obje&ion rifing from this circumftance muft
therefore vanifh in the utility of the thing ; and another
objection, juft as obvious, may be as eafily removed. It

6 may

on what of
their own
laws
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" may be thought impolitic by fome, that.a'ny‘ part of the

ought to be
Jeit entire

judicial authority (hould remain in the hands of the na-

tives. But this is objected in vain, " The officers of jufl- |

tice, as well as being fubject to a revifion of their de-
crees to the Britith, derive from them their own power;
and the people, by being left in poffeflion of fome of their -

. laws and ufages, will be flattered into an mvmlable fub~

miffion to our government,

Though the inhabitants of Bengal are, from their na-
tural difpofition, prepared to fubmit to any fyftem of
government, founded upon jultice, there are fome laws
of their own, which abfolute power itfelf muft not vio-
late. The regulations, with regard to their women and
religion, muft never be touched; and, upon mature con-
fideration, the Author of the Enquiry is of opmlon, that
many other ancient inftitutions might be left entire.
Thereare, however, particular ufages eftablifhed by time
into a law, which our humanity muft deftroy.  No pe-
cuniary compenfation’ muft be permitted for murder;
no theft be punifhed by cutting off the hand. Let the
Mahommedan laws flill in force againft the Hindoos be
abrogated; let no women burn themfelves with their
hufbands, no dying perfon be expofed by his friends.

To

(e
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To leave the natives entirely to their own laws, would ¢ the na-
be to confign them to anarchy and confufion. The in- sl
habitants of Bengal are divided into two religious fe@s,
the Mahommedan and Hindoo, almoft equal in point of
numbers, - Averfe, beyond meafure, to one another,
both on account of religion and the memory of mutual
injuries, the one party will not now fubmit to the laws

 of the other; and the diffention which {fubfifts between
“individuals, would, without a preflure from another
power, {pread in a flame over the whole kingdom. . It
is, therefore, abfolutely neceflary for the peace and pro-
{perity of the country, that the laws of England, in fo far
as they do not oppofe prejudices and ufages which can-
not be relinquifhed by the natives, thould prevail. The
meafure, befides its equity, is calculated to preferve that
influence which conquerors muft pofiefs to retain their
power.

The expence of the judicial cftablifhment is but tri- Eipence of
vial, if compared to the advantages which the kingdom |
of Bengal muft derive from fuch a neceffary inflitution.

The judges in every country fhould be placed in afflu-
ence; in Bengal they ought to derive a fortune from the
labour of fome years. The natives of a northern climate
{cttle not for life in the torrid zone; they always place
the profpeét of returning with wealth to their friends,

among
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among their gwat mdut:cmcnts for venturing to crofsthe
‘ocean. . The following table prefents an dhmm of !:he

annual cxpcnce of Juﬁxce in Bengal S g R S
i 333 Suprems Court of Bmga!.
the fu- One chief _]uﬂ:ice, - - ,{ 10, ooo- '. 3 :
"% Thres puifié Thltices, ™ = AL Ty g o EaNE
One attorney general, B 3,000
One regifter, - R RALE L Y
Two Cazis and' two Brahmins, |
to attend the courty - -‘ 0,400
Contingencies, |+ = AT T T
Y S b i . L :‘_"'1""'"‘-"""""'
X e Lo 3!:4-00
oo oA ~ The four provincial courts. of apé
o peal, confifting of the Company s
~ fervants. - , B
Four counfellors, as preﬁdents, £ 2,000
Twelve afleflors, 1 1= (= 25400
* One provincial attorney in .cach, 31T e
One regifter in each, e ay¥G0 4y WosE,
One Cazi and one Brahmin jn . My R -
~ each, B - - 0,800
Contingencies in all, - 1,600
L+ 9,600
Fifty

s
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Fifty Ct_)girts of Cutcherriv
Fifty prefidents, being fervants of

the Company, - - £. 5,000

Two hundred afleffors, = - 10,000

Fifty regifters, - - ~ 1,500

Fifty Clerks, - - ~ 1,000
i L+ 17,500
£ 58,500

N

The above calculation, it is hoped, will not be
thought extravagant, for difpenfing juftice to fifteen
millions of people. The falaries of the members of
the boards of revenue, and of thefe, as forming courts
of exchequer, are not mentioned, as the Company is
fuppofed to pay its own fervants, with certain fums
and lucrative priviléges for the whole of their trouble.
The Shiechdirs, the Cutwals, and the Muckuddums,
have no falaries; the influence and diftin@ion which
they fhall “derive from their employments, being a
fufficient reward for their toil,

Vor. 111, { A General

and Cut-
cherri courts,

Oblervation.

1.
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G'eﬂem! ﬁy’?’éﬂsws on z‘Be me l

PROPE"RTY bem'g once eﬂa:bh«ﬂaed, a:nd the fﬂm&s
of juftice to prote@ it delineated, public pro-

fperity is placed on a folid foundation. But the love of

moricy, which generally prevails, renders the moft of

 mankind ‘more anxious to pofiefs prefent pmﬁt,-; than to

Jock forward to future advantage.  The plan which we
have laid down in the preceding fections, will begin to
yield aft apparent benefit from dts commencements at
the fame time that the tide will. become the more rap:d

‘the longer it fows,

The immediate pecuniary advantages which will rife
to Bengal, are tobe derived from variops fources, - The |
removal of the emperor, either to Patna or Moggeer,
will fave to the kingdom his penfion of three hundred
and twenty-five thoufand pounds 5 the revenues of the

territory of Bulwant.Singh, - three hundred and twelve . -

thoufand five hundred pounds to be fpent in Bengal;

and ﬁ&y thoufand pounds, which is now fent abroad,

without hopes of return, to pay three battalions of ‘our
troops, flationed at Allahab4d. This fum ‘of fix hun-
dred and eighty-feven thoufand pounds, thrown at
once into the circulation, would animate the languid

pulfe

o

o
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pulfe of commerce ; and at once prepare the kingdom
for the commercial improvements, which the plan, in
its other regulations, {fcems abfolutely to enfure.

The future advantages arife alfo from various {prings.
The influx of {pecie and inhabitants, which the fale of
the wafte as well as of the cultivated lands, would draw
from all the other provinees of Hindoftan, would be
produd@ive of immediate national wealth. The ad-
vancement of agriculture would promote the advance-
mient of ‘manufadtures. = The peace of the country
would - be fecured from abroad; and juftice, by pre-
vailing at home, would attach the natives to a govern-
ment, on the flability of which the poffeflion of their
landed property depended. - The eftablithment of a
paper currency, on national faith and the Company’s
fecurity, would enable mankind to bring all their pro-
perty into a&ion, lower theexorbitant intereft of money,
and render Bengal, in the {pace of a few years, the moft
commercial, the moft flourithing, and the moft wealthy
kingdom, of its extent,in Afia,

The Company, in the mid(t of the prof] perity of the
fubje&, would amazingly thrive in their affairs. A {fum
not lefs than ten millions, independent of their revenue,

would, in the fpace of fouryears, flow from the firft fales of
{2 the

L,

cxlvii

and future
advamugc;
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from the
plan,
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the land into their coffers. | The improvement of -':?'?'t-"hei‘r.

prefent revenue would join iffue, with its future certainty
and permanency. A'large annual fum would arife, from
a thorough 'examination of tenures ; and from 1mpoﬁs
already laid wpon fairs, markets, entrance into great

towns, {hops, magazines of grain, fees upon marriages,

tolls collected at ferries, licences for exercifing trades,
ground-rent of houfes, which though at prefent ' paid
by the public, have never been brought to account by
Mahommed Riza and the general farmers. Thele ar-
ticles, at the loweft average, might amount to the an-
nual fum of four hundred thoufand pounds. = Five
hundred thoufand pounds would yearly be faved in
penfions, and on the charge of colletion 3 befides, the
immenfe encreafe in the revenues, which: would moft
certainly be derived from the growmg pmfperlty of thg_
kingdom. - ) ;

The abfolute eftablithment  of  property,  without
which written law feems- fuperfluous to fociety, isy as
has been obferved, the foundation upon which national

profperity is laid. Regulations which ftop thort of

this primary object, are only temporary expedients,

- which may, for a time, alleviate the pain of the diftem-

per, but it can never cure. A tacit acquicfcence in.
the right of poffeffion of the natives, the prevention of
{fome

fL_/L/
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TO ITS FORMER PROSPERITY. exlix

fome part of the prefent national walte, a mild de-
fpotifm, which we may dignify with the name of
Jtz(ﬁice, will have an immediate good eﬁ%:& but thc
advantage is limited, partial, and tranfient; and the
Author of the Enquiry will venture . to affirm, that,
unlefs fomethmg fimilar to what has been, in the pre-
ceding fecions, propofed, is adopted, Bengal will, in the
courfe of a few years, declinei into a. {hadow, and vanifh

ﬁ'om our hands;

- Miracles are not to be expeéted.in this age; and; reeaion.
: ﬁithout‘fh”em, in the abferce of a bold and determined
éxei'tﬁon; the boaﬁcd fruits of our victories in! the Eall;
will wither with onr laurels. - A kingdom, lying under
all the difadvantages of a foreign * conqueft, which,
without return, deprives it of one ‘million and an half
of its annual induflry, muft fink under the weight, un-
Tefs it is placed on a better footing than the furrounding
tbuutrits which  pay no tribute: - Let  our juflice  to
our own fub_,c.&s let the advantages of our regulations,
entice foreigners with their’ wealth to_fettle among us;
let us, without the fword,) approprite the wealth of
India by ‘our policy ;' otherwife the fiream which flows
into Great Britain, will ‘foon’ become dry.  The lake,
which: feeds it, hasialready difappeared from the banks,

Temporary regulations: may dazzleé with thei imm
_ diate:
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diate effe@ ; but a permanent plan, which in its wide
circle comprehends futurity, will preferve the vigour
and health of Bengal, to the verge of that political death,
to which all empires {eem to be fubje&e'd by Fate.

Concluding - Refletions.

Prefent RGUMENTS deduced from gexﬁer_al principles,
however obvious they may appear, ftrike not the
bulk of mankind fo forcibly as facts, . The revenues of -
Bengal, without includihg the Jagicers, amounted, -in |
the year 1766, to near three millions and fix hundred
thoufand pounds of our money. - The charges' of col-
lection, the Nabob’s government, penfions, civil, mili-
tary, and marine expences, being dedu@ed, there re-
mained a balance of one million three hundred thou-
fand pounds, for the Company. The expences have
{ince been encreafing yearly, and the revenues decreaf-
ing. Both were haftening to that middle point, which
would balance the accounts of the Britith nation, with
the fortune of their arms in ‘the Eaft. i

To conceal this decreafe as much as poflible, men
fell on a very fhallow and poor expedient, The fer-

ruinous ftate

vants of the Company protracted the time-of clofing
the
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the aceounts to make up the ufual fum; and, by thefz
means, an encroachnwnt of five months ‘was, by de-
grees, made upon the fucceeding year. To under-
ftand this c:rcumﬂance, it is neceflary to obferve, that
“the co“]le&mns are not fixed to a ‘particular term.
They are continued without intermiflion, and the pro-
duce of the five months, which may amount fo one
million five hundred thoufand pounds, muft be de-
ducted from the accounts made up, fince the Dewanny
was fubnﬁtted to our management.

Notmthﬁa.ndmg this deception, it was not the only
‘deﬁmcncy i the flate of money affairs,  The reve-
nues of the year 1769 had, befides, fallen fhort Gve
hundred thoufand pounds; and what further redudion
the famine which enfued may have made, -time can
only demontirate. By the beft accounts from 'Benoal,
there was not a balance of five hundred thoufand pounds
remaining, afterall expences were paid ; and this was not:

above half the fum neceffary to purchafe the annual

.mveﬂ:ments of the Company. No fair conclufion,
however, can be drawn from the produce of one year
and the vigilande of the Court of Dire@ors has fince
eftablithed fome bencficial regulations. To fatter the

bt aon et o JIESETL STt Do TR
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of the revee
nue, |

‘@ngtﬁu‘e, we will {uppole, that ‘the net balance will .

amount, on the prefent footing, to one million, The
- | ' fun

fyF
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fum is'juPc fufficient for the inveftments of the Com-
pany ; “without leaving a fingle farthing in the treafury :
to anfwer any extraordinary emergency.

The advantages of the propofed plan are obvious ;-

and, therefore, ¢afily explained. Let it be {uppofed,

that the rent-roll of the year 1766 fhall be taken
as the rule of the quit-rent to be paid, after the fale of
the lands. Let none think this fum too much.
Under the management of the propriétors, the lands
would in a few ycars produce, thrice the fum of three
millions fix hundred thoufand pounds;. but the fubjec

‘muft receive a bribe for his induftry. The Company,

at prefent, complain, that the Talookdars, or thofe who
poflefs lands in property, run away with all the tenants.
Their eftates are flourithing, whilft our limited policyof
letting the lands by the year, has created folitudes around.
After a thorough examination of fiitious tenures,
private encroachments and public embezzlements, we
may, with great propriety, venture to add, at leaft one
million to the above fum. But to {peak with a mode-
ration which precludes reply, we fhall only take it for
granted, that four hundred thoufand pounds' are, by
thefe means, only gained. Even this fum will fix the
annual revenue at four millions; and there let it reft till
the profperity of the country fhall authorife an encreafe, -
by flight impofts on trade and the articles of confumption.

The

N;&:}'
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. mentof ‘the!Nabob, will ‘be a faving of five hundred
thoufand ‘pounds on the annual expences.  The faét is
tiotorious, that the ireal expence of this feco'nd'ar';v and
: it}tqrmﬂdiafe.-.ggé&efmimnt, in' ;penfions and in:the mode
of colle@tion, ‘exeeeds fix hundred thoufund pounds; but
the judicial and fifeal fyftems eftablithed in the preced-
ing plan will not exceed one) hundred thoufand pounds,
with all.the advantages of a falutary and equitable admi-
niftration of juftice:and law. . To this fum we may add
the five hundred thoufand pounds which have fallen off
from the revenue, as: the firfbsfruits of the plan; all
which, fuppoimw the CXPEnCes of the civil, military, and

RS s

marme de’partmcnts ko rernam as at prcfent, would make

“an annual dlﬁ'erence of one “million’ four hundred thou-
fan& pou&ds, in Favour of the Company.  The inveft-
| mcuts of tht.. Cozppany might in that cafe be mcreafed,

.yet ]eave d [um for thc treafury in Calcutm for emer-

gen(:le:a

h&' trcaﬁlny, hawc;er, ought ot to Lc too richy left
t;m;g]mggp {hould dg@an in the ngjdom. Two mil-
lions in {pecic would be {ufficient. To employ the fur-

c]@L

"~ The'abolition of the tyranmcal and impolitic govern- Adnongs

of the pra-

céding

pliss toiadvantage, together with the ten millions, which

are.fuppofed to arife from the fle of the lands, a bank
ought to. be cftablithed for the purpofe of lending out
fums of money, not exceeding three yeats purchafe on
landed {ecurity to the Proprictors, at the intereft of feven

per ‘centum. The land-holders would be, by thefe

Vou. 111, t | nieans,
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means, enabled to raife the neceffary fums, at lefs than
half the intereft which they now pay; and the Com-
pany would have good fecurity for their advances. "Let
us fuppofe, that, in the courfe of a few years, ten mil-
lions were lent upon thefe terms, that fum would pro-
duce an annual intereft of feven hundred thoufand
pounds; which, upon the whole plan, makes a yearly
balance, in favour of the Company, of Two MiLLIONS
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS MORE THAN THEY AT
PRESENT RECEIVE, exclufive of a propicious and
GROWING TREASURE 3 and the moderate impofts which
may be hereafter laid on articles of luxury.

Plan, * The Plan, to {peak the leaft its favour, is praéticable
in its great and general Tine. It would produce, even
partially followed, immenfe, fudden, and permanent
advantages; but no human forefight can abfolutely
eftimate the precife fums. Though the Author of-the
Enquiry has not the vanity to fuppole thathis fcheme is,
in all its branches, infallible, he will venture to pledge
himfelf to his country, that, fhould the more material parts
of his {fyftem be adopted, the advantages to ‘be derived
from it would not fall fhort of his calculations, His know-
ledge of the kingdom of Bengal, and its various ‘re-
fources, gives him a confidence on this fubjec, to which
he is not intitled by his abilities. i

(259163
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ADVER'T EEHENT

HOUGH the Afithor 6F this vélume dcrwes by far the
T greateft part of his fals from Eaflern writers; he Im not
overlooked the interrupted glimpis of the tranfactions in'the Mo~
gul empire; prefgrgad by intelligent. Euf@p&% who. travelled,
the laft century, into India. . ‘Herelies upon their 2uthority with
regard to what thcy had j?:m ‘He prefers the accounts'of do= ,

9 mci’uc wrﬁ:crs, to what they ohly heard.  He drawsy his mforma«
tion chmﬂy from the ﬁallowmg authorsg and the originals are, a‘x '
thm morn,ent, in his hands. Rl R TR AP R e e R
g MIR:‘:\T vL WARIDAT ; ofy The Mmaen OF Oewﬁmﬂcné‘ _

written by MaHoymmed Srurrra of Delbi .He undertook
the work at the requeft of Byram Chan, in the reigh of Maw
“hommed Shaw, He profefids his book to/ be a continuation
of the work of Ferithta; and it contains.a m@e‘ndsm‘hiﬁw‘ 0
ry of the Mogul Empire, from the ﬂeagh of Akbﬁr, o th"éh-
vafion of Nadir Shaw. . .. i - B 4
IL JEHANGIRE NAMMA; of THE. Hxs‘mmr ox e Eﬁ?tn ’
ROR JERANGIRE, By M&TIMW-G% of Dethi,
HI. SHaw Jeaan NayMmAa ;. or, 'F:m JHisTorYioF ’mu EM‘-&'
PEROR Suaw JeHAN. By MiRzA CASIM, the fon of Mike
zZA AMIN, private fecretary o Auruiigz€be. \Our Author
fucceeded his father in that office. & b L

1V, Rose NaMna; or, A Journal of the'ﬁrﬁ Tﬂt Weam@f a"&u—
rungzebc By ﬁle fame Writer,

V. ALLUMGIRE NaMMa 3 or, THE HISTO‘RY OF Aar.wmmxﬂl
or AURUNGZEBE. By the fame.  This work. is m‘ﬁc*merer &
than an abridgment of the above, | ' ik |

VL Mirat ALrum; or, THE MIRROR OF TuE Wmuh By""
Nazir Bucutar CuaN; a man of letters, ‘whe led” 2 pris
vate life near Feriddbad, within a few miles of Agra. This

work contains the hiftory of the firft Ten ’Sf’ears of Aurmlg- i
tht‘. . L
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Oéfwamm-—-—l)eatb of Akban—-dccqy'm of Sehmy by the
. mame gf JERANGIR B—Rebellion of Sultan Chuferom—Battl:
of Labore———Chufero's misfortunes———Rebellion quafbed—mm

- Executions——=War with Perfia——i confpiracy.

VHE great abilities of Akbar confirmed the houfe of Timur 4

on the thgoqe, and eftablifhed tranquillity over all their

' vaft conqueﬁs i India. Vigorous in his meafures, with-

out tyranny, he imprefled the minds of men with awe, and
checked that fpirit of difcord and private ambition, which had pre-

L,

1604s
lhger 101 4a

General

vailed in more feeble reigns. Government becoming fettled and

uniform in its regulations, the arts of civil life began to increaf:
and flourifh, among a people naturally induftrious and ingenious.
- The fplendor of the court, the wealth of individuals, created a
- Vou, IIL ‘ B , general
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general tafte for pomp and magnificence; and the crowded levees
of the great, where all endeavoured to excel in the art of pleafing,
rendered the Indians equal in politenefs to the nations of Europe.
Learning was not unknown, if we exclude the abftrufe fciences.
The Arabian and Brahmin fyftems of philofophy were ftudied ;.

~and the powers of the mind were generally cultivated and improved..

This chara@er of civilization, it muft be confefled, tallies not:
with the political condud&t of the people. But neceflity and felf-
prefervation make a kind of apology for crimes under defpotifim,.
which would be unpardonable in a community governed by general
and known laws. - In ftates fubje@ to arbitrary government, there
is no fecurity, no honour, no independence in private life. The
nation is divided into two forts of people, the oppreflors-and the
opprefled. Every man of {pirit, of family, and of fortune, muft,
in felf-defence, endeayour to poffefs a fhare of the government
under which he was born. 'When he ftarts forth from obfcurity,.
he muft adopt the political principles of his country, or be ruined:
in all his {chemes, however repugnant thefe principles may be to
the general diQates of humanity, and the particular difpofition of
his own mind. The greateft virtues therefore are often blended
with the worft vices; and this circumftance gives a variety and:
firength of feature to Afiatic chara@ers, unknown in the fettled
governments of the weft.

Though the empire of the Mahommedans in India was:
not fo extenfive under Akbar as it had been under fome
princes of the Patan Dynafty, it comprehended a vaft tra&
of country, divided into twenty-two provinces;. each equal to
fome kingdoms in wealth, fertility and extent*. A fmall part
only of the Decan or fourthern peninfula of India had been con-

#* Kandabar; Ghizni, Cabal,.Cathmire; Lahore, Moultdn, Outch, Sindi, A’jmére,
Sirhind, Delhi, Duib, Agra, Allahabad, Oud, Behidr, Bengal, Orifla, Malava,.
Berir, Chandeifh, Guzerat. _
quered:

It 2.
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jn:lru.et-'mtl‘l. parallels of latitude; and they extended themfelves,

 from eaft to weft, about twenty-ﬁve degrees. The revenues,
accaramg to the Impernal regaft&r, were thirty-two millions fter-
f!mg, received in the exchequer, exclufive of the cuftomary prefents,
and the eﬂates of the oﬁiqers of the crown, which at their death
; reverted to the emperor, and amounted, at a medium, to twenty
vmxlltons more of our mciney. Thefe immenfe fums were expended
in mamtammg an army of three hundred thoufand horfe, as many
 of foot, i in fupPOrt of the fplendor of the court, and in the falaries

fof cml officers.

‘When the indifpofition of the emperor Akbar rendered him

i ". 'werad yet thc dominions of the f'nmly of Tnmur, 1 their o
r:ofthem and fouthern frontiers, fell under the thirty-fixth and

3@L

A D, Iéﬂg-c
ig 1014,

Intngues ;. 5
gainit Sultan

mcapable of attendmg to public bufinefs, the whole weight of Setim.

govemment fell on Chan -Azim, the Vifier. Selim, Akbar’s
oonly fumvmg fon, notwithftanding the difputes which he had
'formerly with his father, was ftill looked upon as the heir of the
empire. But the Vifier’s daughter being married to Chufero, the
eldeft fon of Sclim, that minifter was defirous of placing the reins
of govemmcut in the hands of his fon-in-law. He was fupported
in this {cheme by many of the nobles; the moft enterprizing and
powerful of whom was Raja Man Singh, whofe fifter was the
mother of Chufero. 'The Raja, from the antiquity of his family,
and his own addrefs, commanded all the Hindoo intereft in the
empire; ‘and he had, at that very time, twenty thoufand of his
‘native fubjects of the Rajaput tribe in and near the environs of the

capital, prepared to execute his orders. Sclim being apprized of

‘the powerful conﬁéderacy againft him, waited upon his father
Akbar, two days before his death, and laid before him all their

fchemes.. The emperor called them to his prefence, reprimanded

them feverely; and having publicly acknowledged Selim his law-
) i 3 ful

>
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Af'{g_‘ ,Liis ful fucceffor in the empire, obliged the confederate lords to pay
“—~=" him homage, and to promife to fupport his title.

His accefion  On the fixteenth of the fecond Jemmad, in the year of the Higera
toshe thron€. e thoufand and fourteen, the illuftrious Akbar expired at Agra,
amid the tears of his ﬁ.lbje&s, who loved him as their father,
admired him as their léader, and feared him as their prince. The
- promife extorted by the emperor from the Vifier and Man Sin ghin
favour of Selim, had no effe& on their condu®. He was no
fooner dead than they aflembled their party in the houfe of the
former, and renewed their deliberations in favour of Chufero, in
prejudice of his father. Selim in the mean time was not idle.
He convened all his friends in his own palace. Things remained
in {ufpenfe for fome hours. Ferid Bochari, who commanded the
city-guards, took at length a fpirited refolution. He ordered the
gates to be fhut, to prevent any troops from entering” the city;
and, taking the keys in his hand, haftened to the palace of Selim.
He prefented them on his knees, and faluted him emperor. All
prefent followed his example. The news foon reached the houfe
of the Vifier. The party of Chufero was firuck with a fudden
panic. They broke up from council, and made all poffible hafte
to pay their refpects to the new fovereign. The Vifier took care
not to be the laft. The hopes of Chufero were dafthed in a mo-
ment. ¥e was feized with fear, and fled down the river in a fmall
canoe, with RajaMan Singh, and concealed himfelf in that prince’s
houfe till he obtained a pardon from his father. Ferid, for this
fignal fervice, was advanced to the rank of paymafter-general of
the forces, by the title of Murtaza Chan; and many other diftin-
guifhing honours were at the fame time conferred upon him.

His titlesand Selim was born at Sikri, near Agra, on Wednefday the feven~-
s teenth of the fecond Ribbi, in the nine hundredth and feventy-

{feventh
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'j_":'ff_t'i. yaearaf the Fligera. - The moft remarkable event of Selim’s
ﬁfﬁ,iﬁbmim aceeflion, was, his difobedience to his father’s orders,
A '-'mt‘her than his rebellion againft him, about two years prior to that
" monparch’s death. Jnfolent at firfl, he sefitled e pebitn.to his
duty; and was once adually at the head of feventy thoufand men.
Upon the death of the prince Damidl, he, however, fubmitted,
having then a nearer profpe& of the throne; Akbar having
‘upbraided him for his difobedience at firft, and his pufillanimity
. afterwards, for throwing himfelf upon an enraged fovereign’s
 mercy, when he was at the head of a great army, received him into
famur When Selim took the reins of government in his hands,

he aflamed the titles of Noor-ul-dien Mahommed JEHANGIRE,
-gr Mahonuned the Light of the Faith and CONQUEROR OF THE
worLp., He dated the commencement of his reign from the
twentieth of the fecond Jemmad ro14, which anfwers to the 21t
of OGober 1603, being then in the thirty-feventh year of his age.
Akbar was interred with great pomp at Secundra, near Agra; and
the minds of men were difiraded between grief and joy, funeral
folemnity, and the feflivity attending upon the aceeffion of a new

fbvercsgn-

Ghan Azim, the difcontented Vifier, and the Raja Man Singh,
were {o fbrmldable in the empire, that Jehangire thought it moft
prudent to accept of the offered allegiance of" both, and to con-
firm them in their refpecive honours and governments, without
animadverfion upon their late condué. Man Singh was difpatched
to his fubathip of Bengal; Chan Azim to that of Malava. The
prince Chufero made his appearance at court; and his father,
after a fevere reprimand, took ‘'him at laft into favour. ‘The
emperor in the mean time began his reign by a firi@ adminiftra-,
tion of juftice, and by a minute infpe@ion into the finances and
refources of the flate. He iffued a public ediét to confirm all the

laws:

1S
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laws and regulations in force, Many fubas were removed from.

L,

their refpective governments into other provinces : fome were dife

miffed to make room for the emperor’s abettors and friends. The
P

deprived governors repaired to court to reftore themfelves, by

money and intrigue, to their former dignities. Some fucceeded in
their views : others were reduced to defpair, through want of fuc-
cefs. The latter began to form treafonable defigns to recover the
confequence and power which they had loft.

To accomplifh their purpofe, the difcontented lords turned their

eyes upon Chufero, and hoped, by his means, to effe@ a revolu- |

tion in the ftate. They pretended to have the greateft attachment
to his perfon : they magnified the number of his friends, and his
own merit. They rouzed his ambition by the praife of paft
aflions, and animated it by the fair profpec of prefent fuccefs.
But what had moft weight with the prince, they intimidated him
with pretended difcoveries of the defigns of his father againft his
life. The fecrecy neceffary to be obferved in all arduous under-

takings againft defpotic governments, rendered it difficult for

Chufero to know the true flate of things. The {pies, whom the
emperor had placed around him, in the mean time, increafed, and
confirmed his fears. Ambition, aided by timidity, at length pre-
vailed over filial duty. He plunged therefore into danger, to take
immediate pofleflion of a throne, which he was born one day to
mount, without the doubtful fortune of the fword.

Chan Azim, and the Raja Man Singh, had the addrefs not to
appear openly in the confpiracy. They were, however, known
to be the life and fupport of the whole. They were ftill under the
cloud of the emperor’s difpleafure, which, at a convenient {eafon,
might burft on their heads. The prince being {o far involved in
the plot, it would be dangerous for him to recede: and they,

4 Juftly
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iy b : ..ﬁie ]mperlal power, propofed the more fpeedy expedient of affaf~ «n s
A ﬁnanng ]ehanguc. . The propofal came to the ears of the prince.
b "I"hough he was bem: upon rebellion, he ftartled at parricide.  Na~
,_-r_mre wag rouzed in his breaft. « My father,” faid he, * may
. enjoy life without a throne ; But I cars never enjoy a throne ftained
with a father’s blood.  Let him try the fortune of the ficld. Let
* us throw away the daggers of affaflins, and ewe our advancement

v to our fwords.”

| juﬁly ccmﬁdermg the improbability of fuccefs by open force agamﬂ: . 1tof.,

| "Tﬁe'confpiratdrs pretended toapplaud the noble fentimertts of the The plot dite

prmce‘ but they, from that inftant, were irrefolute and embarraffed: SNk
~in their couimls, Maty, violent at the beginning, now awed by
the greatnefs of the wndertaking, fhrank back from their purpofe,
and began to thelter themfelves behind one another. The empe-
| rory in the mean time, was in part informed of the plot.  He pre-
pared to feize the prince: the latter was apprized of his father’s
defigns. By a premature difcovery, this co'nfpiracy, like many of
the fame kind, failed. ~Fear took pofleflion of the adherents of
* Chufero. He himfelf was afraid.  They negleted to execute the
dzrmg firoke, which their fituation and fafety required. They
began to remove themfelves from immediate danger, as if the pre-
fent were more to be feared than thofe which in future they had to

| oEpofe. They, however, did not altogether relinquith their defigns.

On Monday the eigf:t of Zehidge, fix months after the accel~ Firt rifing

fion of Jehangire to the throne of India, near one hundred of the
confpirators aflembled privately, in the ¢évening, at the tomb of the
emperor Akbar, Chufero having joined them, on pretence of pay=~
mg his devotions at his grandfather’s thrine, they procecded, that

- very rught, toward Delhi.  About day-break, next morning, they
had reached the city of Muttra, about thirty-¢ight miles from-
' Agra;
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Agra; and entered the town, when the troops, who garrifoned the
place, were on the parade. ‘They halted for refrethment; and
they had the good fortune not to be fufpected by the officer who
commanded at Muttra. Huflein Beg Chan Buduchfhi, who had
been governor of the province of Cabul during a confiderable part
of the former reign, being turned out of his office by the emperor,
was on his way to court. Having travelled in the night on
account of the heat of the weather, he happened to enter the city
of Muttra at the oppofite gate juft when the prince arrived, They
met in the market-place. Chufero was no ftranger to the difcon-
tent of Huflein; and efteeming him a great acquifition to his
party, from his known bravery and popularity among the Tartars,
who formed'a great part of the imperial army, he called him afide,
and having founded him, laid open his whole plan. Huflein
being confcious of no crime againft the ftate, thought himfelf
highly injured by Jehangire. Poflefled of no property but the
fword, from the generofity of his difpofition, which had lavifhed his
fortune upon his friends, he required not much intreaty to efpoufe
the caufe of the prince.

The retinue of Huflein was but fmall, It confifted of two hun-
dred Tartar horfe, and three hundred Afgan foot. But his military
fame was great; and he gave life to the confpiracy. The prince
endeavoured to bring over the governor of Muttra to his party.
That officer, perceiving his intentions, fhut himfelf up in the
citadel, and would liften to no terms. Chufero had neither time
nor force to reduce him. He contented himfelf with enlifting as
many as he could of the inhabitants and garrifon into his fervice;
and, lecaving Muttra, continued his route to Delhi.

The road between the two great cities of Delhi and Agra being

crowded with travellers, and detachments of horfe and foot going
9 on

I6E
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- on different fervices, the prince forced them to join his flandard.
‘Thofe who refufed were, without mercy, put to the fword, after
being plundered of all their effe@s. . Small parties of horfe wer¢
at the fame time difperfed through the country on every fide; and
fuch as did not immediately take up arms in favour of Chufero
were fubmitted to military execution, and all the feveritics of war.
Many were compelled to join him, through fear. Others, from
the fame caufe, fled into the woods; and faw from their retreats
" the Qj:,q,ké of their burning houfes, and mourned over their infants
~and a-gqg!,@ai-eqts, who had not ftrength to avoid the flames. Some
more refolute’defended themfelves againft the rebels, and to their
‘valour owed  their lives. _"I?he orders of the prince, it muft be
ﬂwi_icd, «did net extend to fuch rigour and cruelty.  But he found
it impoflible to reftrain from excefles his undifciplined foldiers. He
‘had fet them an example of wickednefs by rebellion; and it was
not to be jexpe@ed that they would fubmit to his commands in
favour of humanity and juftice. ’

Such was the wafteful progrefs of Chufero to Delhi. His fol-
dowers having greatly increafed their numbers in the march, he
~ laid. the fuburbs of that capital under contribution. The gates

‘being (hut, the city itlelf was preferved from pillage. 'The unfor-
- ~tunate people who lived without the walls, from their delay in
- raifing the fum impofed upon them, had their houfes confumed
-with fire. Many thoufands were ruined. Many, to retrieve their
_affairs, joined the rebels, to make reprifals upon the world for the
lofs which. they had fuftained.

At eleven o'clock of the fame night on which Chl__xféro left Agra,
his: father was informed of his flight by the captain-general, wha
was ordered to purfue immediately the fugitive. About an hour
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: A}-ﬁ% lff;ﬁ after this officer’s departure wnh a conﬁdembfe ‘bod‘y of hcrfe, tfxef' 8y
e emperor, fufpecting his ona}ty,_ dlfpatChed his com man&ﬁ to him to

return.  Ferid’ Bac]iarl, lately raifed to the dlgnit’y‘ of Murtaza '.
Chan, amd to the ofﬁc& of payma:ﬂcr—gcneral of the for‘.,es, wag
dlfpatclied upon that fervice, with an additional number of troops. -~
The whole under Ferid amonnted to ten thoufand horfe, Wh:cl’t
greatiy? retarded his march.  Chufero, of courfe, had the more time
to harafs the coutitry, and’ to frengthen Imﬁfclf ‘In the ‘morf-
ing, as' foon as day-light appeared; the emperor m{aunteé his
horfe; and having affembled 4ll the forees in and’ neat Ag’rh,.
aving a fuflicient garrifon in the place, marched with a great
army toward Delhi. ' He was, ‘upon the-ocealion, heard to repeat
a verfe, which implied, ¢ That fortune depended upon/Zpedition
more than on ceunfel 5 jand that his life thould be darkened whe
put off till to-morrow what oughtto be done to-day.”  The undu=
tiful behaviour of a fon, whom he loved, was a fevere firoke to his
mind. He refufed to eat or drink, or to takeircft for fome time 3
and even opium, to which he was much addicted, he declined.

‘who takes - The governor and inhabitants of Delhi, having recovered from
the route of bEE i _ } A S TSN R
Lahore. the firft impreflions which the fudden arrival and ravages com-

mitted by Chufero' had made upon their minds, prepared for a
refolute defence. Some troops, who were ftationed in different
parts of the country, had thrown themfelves into the town. As
there was a confiderable quantity of the Imperial treafure lodged in
the city, as well as the great wealth of private perfons, the inten-
tions of the prince were to have furprized Delhi, and to furnifh
himfelf with money fufficient to raife an army in the province
of Punjib, But the general terror which his rapacity had excited
carried the news of his march before him, and difappointed .his
deligns, Defpairing of being able to force Delhi to furrendér
y befora
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before the arrival of the Imperial army, having remained only two

A. D. 1606,
Hig. 1013,

L—-—v—l-n_J

* days in the fuburbs, Chufero tock the route of Lahore. Having
been;, on his march, joined by a great number of men, he attempted,
immediately upon his arrival, to take that city by efcalade. = He

- was repulfed with fome lofs by the garrifon; and being at the fame
time deftitute of artillery, he was greatly difconcerted in his mea~
fures. He, however, invefted the place.-

The Imperial troops ftationed in the province threw themfelves He is defear-
into Lahore. They fallied out on the befiegers nine fucceflive Ec:,cblf;r?f”d
days, but they were as often repulfed, and obliged to thelter them-
felves behind their walls. Chufero in the mean time had drawn
together fome artiilery from fmall fortrefles in the neighbourhood,
which he had found means to furprife. Nothing could be effe@ted
againft the place before the arrival of Ferid, the paymafter-general,
with the emperor’s advanced guard. The prince, with an army
of thirty thoufand horfe and foot, but without order, without dif-
cipline, marched out of his camp to give battle to Ferid. The
garrifon of Lahore perceiving his motions, fell upon his rear. He
left a part of his army to oppofe them: With the remaining part
he attacked Ferid. His troops behaved better than their difcipline
feemed to promife. He expofed his own perfon. He was at
length deferted ; and, prefling among the thickeft'of the enemy,
he found himfelf with only a few of his principal adherents, who
bravely fought by his fide. In this fituation he was furrounded by
the Imperialifts on every fide. He was perfonally known to them
all. They were tender of his life; and, in attempting to take
him prifoner, they permitted him to make his efcape. Great

- honours were conferred upon Ferid by the emperor, on account of
this fignal yictory. :

o

The unfortunate Chufero wandered all night through the woods, Flutiating

. g ; .. counfels of
with a few attendants. His army was all difperfed. He came in his adhe.
C a2 1 the rents,
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. and the adjacerit provinces, infified ipon taking thie route of that

» the morniﬁg fﬁki&?ﬁ%ﬁtﬁf ME, X ' Ji ;B.?*,é it
himfclf down to reft Some I@fﬁlﬁﬂ%fxcﬁfﬁ’uvﬁ

where e Jdy, affembled dround his. They beg
fog;ét}tér_aﬁqﬂﬁ—@rm& ﬁh’t@ﬁ@rd—}-ﬁ:ﬁ%&ﬁjﬁﬁpﬁ%@ e, | Th
differed i opinion. | Such of the chitf #s Were natives of Bengal =

ffairs. They

quarter of India, by the'fost of thchb‘rthc&-ndh&nm&?nsfhe’y
alleged, that the Raja Man Singh, who was t.-'}{eﬁ --ﬁ;’bg_ﬁbf 'Bcg,ga},

4

poflefied great power, ‘which be ‘would ot ‘fail to'exert in his

nephiew’s caiife * 1 that the country wi rich and populows: ‘that
it was an'invariable st wibing We Hinidoo privces, eved 't ;
dofery the’interelt of a Ranger who Motid tirsw binfelf tadee _
their protection s Belides; thiat e’ Reja’ Man Singh jﬁ?ﬁt‘dth&
affelion of ‘a relation to ths prince; o'the Satral Faith of s

. nation to' the fuppliant and unfortunate, The natives of Chan-

They dif-
petfe,

deith and Malava were for trying their fortunes in their refpec- |
-~ tive provinces.  Chan Azim, the late 'Viﬁiér,' fattﬁ“er-"ih-_'lay} aes A
Chufcro, was governor of the latter; and they doubted not buthe
“would fupport the dignity of his own family, “They added, that
Azim was poflefled of a fine army, provided with artillery, and
furnifhed with flores. MG T ! %
Huffein Beg, who was in chief confidence with the prince;

- itarted objetions to the different plans of his other adherents. He

urged the diflance of the marcl, and the impoflibilicy of forcing
their way through countries full of Imperial troops, who would
bé very adtive, fince Fortune had forfaken the fide of Chifero,’ He
propofed that they fhould continue their route to Cabul s where
he himfelf had intere®t fufficient to arm the @hq;lc province, toge~
ther with his native country Buduchihdn, in favour of the prince.
* Tt was cuftomary with the Malismmedan ?mp'e’rnr-s of Hindoffan ‘to"derhand

the daughters of Hindog princes in martiage,  The motber of Chuferowis iflerso
the Raja Man Singh, :
\ : Chulero
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. Gmfem, éﬂ?‘iﬂ—g the debate, fat filent. Having at length weighed

‘each t&prmén, he declared in favour of that of Huflein; alleging,
that the troops of the north were' moft faithful to their chiefs.

The obfervation di*f;ﬂe&fed the othér chiefs: they murmured, and
Teft his prefence.  They faw that their affairs were defperate, and
they reflved to retreat 'to their ‘refpe@ive habitations; covering’
their feafs under a pretended difguft at the’pref’erence given to the
'comifel of Huflein. ‘

: Gh‘ufcro in a few minutes found himfelf deferted by thofe who

‘had madehim the tool of their ambition and_revengé. ‘Reproaches
- were to no effedt. He blamed his adherents for their timidity

and perfidy; but he himfelf was not lefs culpable. Iis mind
was agitated with various paflions. Rage againft his own f'o!ly
was the moft predominant, Huflein was the only chief of note
who remained of the confpirators. His followers, confifting
of three hundred horfe, and a few of the prince’s menial fervants,

formed their whole retinue. - With thefe they fet out for Cabul.

Being forced to depart from the high road, they frequently loft

< their way, as they were obliged to travel in the night.

Keeping their courfe through unfrequented paths and by-roads,
they at length arrived on the banks of the river Attoc, the largeft
branch of the Indus. Tt was impaflable without boats. It was
then midnight. They moved down the river to the ferry of Chou-
dera. Finding no bchts at that place, though a much frequented
paflage, they. underflood that orders had been fent to conceal
them. The ferryman and villagers were afleep. It was propofed
to feize them, to force them to difcover where the boats were l4id,

' Some were taken in-their beds; others efcaped, and, with their
outcries, alarmed the country. The prince underftood from thofe
that were taken, that orders from the Imperial camp had two days.

before been received by the zemindar of the diftrict, to flop the
pailage

.. i

13

A. D, 1656,
Hig. 1015,
\—--V--—-‘J

Hearrives on
the banks of

of the Attocy:

where, for

“want of

boats,

G



{ el ( 3 .‘

\'.,.

THE HISTDB,Y OF HINDOSTAN‘

f_\lf“g: 12‘5“;5‘- paflage of the river; and that, in cbédlencc to. 'ﬂl@{ﬂ‘ orders, he i;ad"

S fccreted the boats. = Huffein i in the mean time having difpatched
fome of his followers in queﬁ of the boats, they found two, filled
with wood, in a neighbouring creck. ~Thefe were unloaded, and"
brought to the proper place. The zemindar, being rouzed from
fleep by the noife, had come by this time to the banks of the Attoc,
attended by a concourfe of people.  He called to thofe who drag-
ged the boats, that he had an Imperial mandate to prohibit all per-
fons, under pain of death, to crofs the river. They, intimidated
by his threats, turned the head of the two boats aerofs the ftream,

 The prince’s party fired upon them: fome were killed, others

plunged into the river; and a few expert fwimmers, in the reti-
nue of Chufero, brought one boat vrith difficulty to the fhore.

ﬂletkirse In great The banks of the Attoc were in the méan"“t'_i‘me crowded with
the gountry people. An officer arrived with a hundred horfe to

guard the paffage. ' Other” detachments came gradually in from

every quarter. Chufero and Huflein refolved to fave themfelves

in the boat, They placed their horles in the center, and they

" themfelves took their feats in the ftern. ‘Their attendants,
afraid of being left to the mercy of their enemies, threw them-

felves headlorig into the veflel, and almoft funk her. They, how-

ever, pufhed her from fhore; threw fome overboard, and cut off

the hands of others who clung to her fides. Many were drowned.

A few flain by the Imperialifts. This was but the beginning of
misfortunes. Moft of the oars had been loft in the confufion ; and

the rudder, to complete the ruin of the unfor ‘tunate Chufero, had

been inadvertently thrown overboard with the wood with which

the boat had been found loaded, ‘Thefe inconveniences, joined to

a want of f{kill in the rowers, rendered it impoffible for them to
manage the boat. She was carried down the fiream. The confu-

fion was great, and danger every moment increafed,
' The
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The zemindar, and the party who guarded the ferry, were not
idle. They feized upon thofe left afhore. They fired at the boat,
and followed her down the river. She ftruck at laft on'a fand=
bank. Some plunged into the water to puth her off: fhe remained
immoveable. The fire continued. Many were killed. No refource
was left. The fun was juft rifing.  Cafim Chan, who com-
manded the party of horfe, feeing the unfortunate prince in this
unextricable fituation, ftopt the fire, . Being by this time joined
by another officer who commanded a body of troops in the neigh-
bourhood, both mounted their clephants; and, riding in to the
bank on which the boat lay, {eized the prince. Cafim placed him
behind him on the elephant, while the other officer fecured Huf-
fein. The few that remained of their attendants were carried
afhore in another boat.

Such was the end of a rebellion begun without any juft caufe,
concerted without judgment, and carried on with very moderate
abilities, by a prince fcarce more unfortunate than he deferved to
be. 'The emperor was at the time encamped in a garden near
Lahore. He received the news of the feizure of the prince with
exceflive joy: He ordered him to be brought before him, with a
golden chain from his left hand to his left foot, according to the
laws of his anceftors, Zingis and Timur. Huflein, loaded with
iron chains, was placed on the right hand of Chufero; Abdul
Rahim, another of the principal rebels, on his left. jehangire
flernly afked his fon, ¢ What could induce thee, Sultan Chufero,
to rebel againft thy fovereign and. father ?” Chufero was filent :
the emperor began to relent.  He then, in a {ofter tone, queftioned
him about his advifers and abettors in rebellion. Chufero burft

into tears. His father was {urprized: for till then he had.

remained firm.  Father,” faid the prince, with a broken voice,
““my crime is great; but let me fuffer for it alone. When you
acculed

[
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scculed me, T was fenfible ﬁgm fw’m mda s *mp oneiled 1
‘with the lofs of life, T behaved wuhd;gmty. But whe gtm e’
+the remcmbraaec of my friends, I am troubled at th@w ,&f% I{ﬁt S
*them efs..a,pt as ﬂmy cm Pt mli ne*mr hm@me ﬂ;yézr gm;{cr“ Qi
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Jehangnc ﬂzaod ﬁ?tcnt : and by his preﬂ‘mg l:nm no. farﬁher.?
feemed o) appland his. fentiments. | Any nnformatmn from  the
prince would be unneceflary. The mnfpmctm:s had Jmpﬁaﬁiﬂd -
one another; and three hundrod of the chivfs vere Alrcady feized.
The prince was delivered ovcr, in ‘clofe mnﬁnemnntwmm ithe
hands of the paymafter~gencral.  Huficin 4vas' fentenced to be

fewed up in the raw hide of anox; and to he ﬂ:mwn an:that. m’. V)i :i‘:'

dition into the flreet. T,hc hide ‘was {oon enntra&ﬂd by the heat
of the fun’; and he expired in a few hours. . M)dul Rahim did
not {o eafily efcape. Finding that Huflein was dead fooner than
they. expedted, thofe appointed to) ﬁu,pcrmtend the executions; kept
the afs’s hide in which Rahim was inclofed, ccnﬁw moift with

water. | He lived for feveral days in that miferable condition,

Three hundred pales in sthe mean- “time were fet up in two m?.#s
aalang the pnbhc road; T'hq tebels, to m: number, were drir
alive on:the pales. | Chufero was h.mughb every dayy as long as
any of the unhappy wretches breathed, under. their: tortures, 10
view the horrid fight. He was ded in| chains through the saidt
of them, whillt he watered the ground with his: teaps, - Semeiof
them had been his deareft companions ; others his, faithdul fer-
vaats, who lhad followedihis Tﬁrtunea, mtrel;rtq f;;aw.thmr ﬁdf:lll’y
to-a mafter whoin they loved. -
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T'wﬁ. barbarous executions were fcsrte over at i.a\hme, when
nEWs wae hrought to the Imperial camp, that the Perfians had
invelled Candahar with a numerous army 3 that Shaw Beg; the
governor of that city and province, had, by his rathnefs, fuffered

avery
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' '_g';.:;vc_ty cbﬁﬁ&exable lofs in a fally ; yet that he continued, without
any neceflity, to expofe the garrifon. His condué could only be
accounted for by an abfurdity bordering on madnefs, He was as
~ carelefs of his own life as he was of his duty. Diffolute beyond
example, he ordered an awning to be fpread over the gate-way
~moft expofed to the enemy’s fire. He fat under it all day, con-
verfing with common proftitutes, whom, much againft their

i inclination, he forced to attend him. The emperor, fearing more

from his negligence and debauchery; ‘than he hoped from his
fidelity and courage, fent Sirdir Chan, an old Omrah, to
fuperfede him in his government, with orders to defend
Candahar to the laft extremity, = Ghazi Chan, an officer of great
reputation, was, at the fame time, difpatched with twenty-~five
thoufand horfe, to harafs the enemy. Jehangire himfelf, with the
remaining part of the Imperial army, marched to Cabul,

~ Ghazi had fearce advanced within fix days march of Candahar,
- when the Perfians raifed the fiege, and retreated towards Choraffan,

No reafon could be affigned for thefe hoftilities on the fide of
Perfia, except the favourable opportunity offered, by the rebellion
of Chufero, for feizing the city of Candahar, which was, in {ome
. ‘meafure, the key to the Perfian empire. Shaw’ Abag of Perfia
p_reicndeda, that his licutenants in the provinces of Seiftan and
Chorafan had taken this flep without his orders; and that it was
his pofitive commands which raifed the fiege,

Jehangire placedl lictle faith in the profeffions of Abas; being
fa;isﬁcd, that the death of Akbar, and the rebellion of Chufero,
were the true motives of the invafion. He, however, admitted the
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excules of the Perfian, which were brought by his ambaflador

Huflein. Several fmall forts near Candahar; which had been
taken by the Perfians, were evacuated, and peace betiveen the two
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formidable powers was re<eftablithed. Shaw Beg, deprived of

the government of Candahar, was made Suba of Cabul: for,

Q.

notwithflanding his abfurd behaviour, he had difplayed both

ability and {pirit in the defence of the city. The emperor, after
thefe tranfaétions, returned toward Lahore.

Sultan Chufero was ftill in clofe confinement, which his a&ive
and vehement difpofition could very ill endure. The ufage he
met with deprived him of every hope of a reconciliation with his
father. The marks of affe@ion fhewn by the emperor to his
younger {ons, Purvez and Churrum, confirmed the fufpicions of
Chufero, It was alfo currently reported, that Jehangire was to
appoint one of the two favoured princes, his fucceflor. Nothing
but difappointment, and even death, prefented to Chufero’s mind.
His friends were flill numerous in the army. He founded them,
by- his emiffaries : fome moved by his misfortunes, many in love
with hovelty, began to form trcafonable defigns againft the

emperor’s life. It was concerted to fall upon Jehangire at the

chace, and, having difpatched him, to raife Chufero,” from his

~ prifon to the throne.

4

- Some writers doubt, whether Chufero was at all privy to this
confpiracy: others deny the whole. The firft argue from the

humanity of Chufero; the latter fay, that it was a fi&tron of

Sultan Churrum, third fon of Jehangire. This much 1is certain,
that the firft intelligence of the confpiracy came, through prince

Churrum, to the emperor’s ears.. He informed his father, that

five hundred of the nobility were engaged ‘in a plot againft his
life. Jehangire was ftartled, and knew not how to aét: he
confidered, that, fhould he feize fome, the reft would be alarmed ;
and that danger might arife from their power. As it ‘was diffi-

- eult, therefore, to fecure them all at once, he thought it moft

prudent
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