]EHANGIRE

! pmé&ntl tq fendsall on different fervices, Four of the principals
he referved, whom he ordered to be feized. They were tried for
treafon ; fufficient proofs could not be found. They were kept in

«confinement : Chufero was more narrowly watched; and became
«dmly m;ore and more obnoxious to his father.
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;Qyiurbanee.r mn Bmgai--&'ory of Cba;a Aiafs—Fis flight fi'om
Tartary—Difirefs in the defart—DBirth of the Suftana Noor=
Mébil—Marriage with Shere. Aftun—~Perfecution—and murder

iof that Omrakb—Her marriage with r.be emperor——~Lromation of

ber ﬁmdy.

EHANGIRE, bawng refettled the affairs of the provinces to

"the north- weﬂ of the Indus, marched toward the capital. When
he was croffing the Attoc, letters were receivedifrom Ilam Chan,
governor of Behdr, with intelligence, that Shere Afkun, a native
' of Turkomania, who commanded in the diftri& of Burdwan, had,
with his own hand, killed Kuttub-ul-dien Koka, Suba of Bengal,
together with feveral other officers, who had fet upon Shere Afkur,
with an intention to aflaflinate him. = Jehangire was much
aflidted at the death’ of his  favourite Kuttub; but he derived
fome comfort. from the Suba’s fuccels againft the life of Shere
Afkun, The circumftances of the unhappy fate of  this: chief
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are in.-jhemfclircs extraerd_inary; and the knowledge of them is:’

neceffary for elucidating the fequel of the hiftery of - Jehangire. |

To trace things to their fource, we mult; for fome time, lofe ixght
of the uafotmnate Shere. :
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About twenty years before this period, Chaja Aiafs, a-native
of the weftern Tartary, left that country to pufh his fortune in
Hindoftan. He was deflcended of an ancient and noble family,
fallen into decay by various revolutions of fortune, He, how-
cver, had received a good education, which was all his parents
could beflow. Falling in love with a young woman, as poor as
himfelf, he married her; but he found it difficult to provide for
her the very neceflaries of life. Reduced to the laft extremity, he
turned his thoughts upon India, the ufual refource of the needy
Tartars of the north, He left privately friends, who either would
not or could not affift him, and turned his face to a foreign country.
Hisall confifted of one forry horfe, and a very fmall [um of money,
which had proceeded from the fale of his other effes. Placing
his wife upon the horfe, he walked by het fide. She hap-
pened to be with child, and could ill endure the fatigue of {o great
a journcy. ‘Their feanty pittance of money was foon expended:
they had even fubfifted, for fome days, upon charity, when they
arrived on the fkirts of the Great Solitudes, which {eparate Tar-
tary from the dominions of the family of Timur, in India. No
houfe was there to cover them from the inclemency of the
weather ; no hand to relieve their wants. To return, was certain
mifery ; to proceed, apparent deftrucion.

They had fafted three days : to complete their misfortunes, the
wife of Aiafs was taken in labour. She began to reproach her
hufband for leaving his native country at an unfortunate hour;
for exchanging a quiet, though poor life, for the ideal profpe@ of
wealth in a diftant country. In this difireffed fituation fhe

| brought forth a daughter. 'They remained in the place for fome

hours, with a vain hope that travellers might pafs that way.
They were difappointed. Human feet feldom tread thele defarts :
the fun declined a-pace. They feared the approach of night: the

place
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pl'ace was _'t»he.‘ﬁhunf of wild beafts; and fhould they efeape their
hunger, they muft fall by their own. Chaja Aiafls, in this ex=
tremity, having placed his wife on the horfe, found himfelf fo.
such exhaufted that he could carcely move. To. carry the child.
was impofiible : the mother could not even hold herfelf falt on.

the horfe. A long conteft began between Humanity and Neceffity :
the latter prevailed, and they agreed to expofe the child on the

high-wajr. The infant, covered with leaves, was placed under a.

tree; and the difeonfolate parents proceeded in tears. -

When they had advanced about a mile from the place, and the
eycs of the mother conld no loager diftinguith the folitary tree
under which fhe had left her daughter, fhe gave way to

grief; and throwing herfelf from the horle on the ground, ex~-
claimed, ¢ My child! my child!” ~She endeavoured to raife.
herfelf; but fhe had no firength to return.  Aiafs was pierced to.
the heart. He prevailed upon his wife to fit down. He promifed.

to bring her the infant. He arrived at the place. No fooner

L.
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in the defarts

had his eyes reached the child, than he was almoft ftruck dead.

with horror. A black fnake, fay our authors, was coiled around .
ity and Aiafs believed he beheld him extending his fatal jaws to .

devour the infant. The father ruthed forward. The ferpent, -

alarmed at his vociferation, retired into the hollow tree, He took
up his daughter unhurt, and returned to the mother. He gave
her child into her arms; and, as he was informing her of the

wonderful ¢feape of the infant, fome travellers appeared, and foon -
relieved them of all their wants. They proceeded gradually and

came to Lahore.

The emperor Akbar, at the arrival of Aiafs, kept his:court at |

Lahore. = Afiph Chan, one of that monarch’s principal Omrahs,
attended then the prefence. He was a diftant relation to Aials,
and

| &1
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“ and he received hnn with attention and friendthip. To employ

him, he made hlm his own fecrctary Aiafs foon recommended
Fimfelf to Afiph in that ftation; and, by fome accident, his
diligence and ability attra&ed the notice of the emperor, who
raifed him to the command of a thoufand horfe. He became, in

procefs of time, maf’cer of the houfehold ; and his genius being

fill greater than even his good fortune, he raifed himfelf to the
office ‘and title of A&lma.d-ul-Dowla, or high treafurer of the
empire.  Thus hé, who had almoft perithed through mere want
in the defert, became, in the {'pace of a few years, the firft fubje&

in India.

The daughter, who had been born to A;af'? in the defert, re-
ceived, foon aftcr his' arrival at Lahorc, the name of Mher-ul-
Niffa, or the Sun of Women. She had fome right to the appel-

lation ; for in beauty fhe exctlled all the ladies of the Eaft. She

was educatcd with the utmoft care and attention. In mufic, in
dancing, in poetry, in painting, fhe had no equal among her fex.
Her difpofition was volanle, her wit 11ve!y and fatirical, her fpmt
Tofty and uncontrouled ‘Selim, the prince-royal, vifited one day
her father.” When the public entertainment was over, when all,
except the principal guefls, were w1thdr?wn, and wine was
brought on the table, the la(hcs, accordmﬂr to cuftom, w vere intro-

duced in their vells

The ambition of Mher-ul-Niffa afpired to a conqueft of the

prince.’ She fung—he was in raptures: fhe danced—he could

hardly be reftrained, by the rules of decency, to his place.. Her |

flature, her fhape, her gait, had raifed his ideas of her beauty to
the higheft pitch. When his eyes feemed to devour her, the,

as by 1cczdtnt, dropt her veil ; and thone upon him, at once, with. -
all her charms.  The confufion, which fhe could well feiga, on

the
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. tﬁi o&‘cabﬁon, héxghtened the beauty of her Face. i ﬁcr tumd eyc
by ﬁ“eglth ﬁ}ﬂ upﬁn thc prmce, and kindled all hts foul mto love,
He ' ‘was ﬁlent for the rernammg part of the evemng ihe endca..

- voured to confirm, by her wit, the conqueft which the charms of
| hex per[on I;ad made. i

it

Scﬁm, d:ﬁm&ed with his paﬂion, knew not yhat courfu MasriesShere
' to take, thr-ui Wﬂa had bcen betrothed, by her f.uhel to iR,
Shere Afkun, a Turkomaman nobleman of great renowu He
pﬁccf to Ius‘ fat'fxcr Akbar, who ﬁcmly rcéuﬁed to commlt a
piece of m]u{ﬁce, though m favour of thc i of his throne,
The pnnce renred abathed; and Mher-uI—Nlﬂ’a became the-
wife of Sherc Afku[l The latter, howcver, fuffered in !us
 profpets in life, for not havmg madc a voluntary reﬁgnauon ei:
the lady to the enamoured prince. Though Sclin durft make no-
open attack upon his fortunate rival, durmg the life of Akbar,
meén in ofﬁcc Wornuppeﬂ the r:f 1ng fun, and threw accumuhted
dlf'grace on Sherc Afhm. He becamc dlfgu&ed, and left the
court of Agra, He retired mto the province of Bengal and .
- obtained from’ the Suba of 'that country, the fuperxntendency of
the dﬂ’m& of Burdwan. /

'I'he paﬁion for ‘Mher-ul-Niffa, which Selim had_ repreffed  who is pers
ﬁom a refpe& and fear for his Father, returned with redoubled s?lfgd >
molcnce when he lumfelf mounted the thronc of India. He was

. now abfofute, no fub_;e& could thwart his will and pleafure. He

§ : recalled Sherc Afkun from his retreat He was; howevm ;. afraid,
to go o' much agamﬁ the current of the pubhc opinion, as to de-

. pnve that Omrah of his wife.. Shere was inflexible : nio man of
honour in Indla can part w:th his fpoufe, and retain his life.  His,

incredible ﬂrength and bravery had rendered Shere extremely
7 : : popular:
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popular. He was naturally high-{pirited .and proud; and it was
‘not to be expeded, that he would yield to indignity and public

‘fhame,—His family, his former reputation was high.—Born of
‘noble parentsin Turkomania, he had fpent his youth in Perfia;

and had ferved, with uncommon renown, Shaw Ifmaél the third

-of the Sufvi line. His original name was Afta Jillo, but having

killed a lion, he was dignified with the title of Shere Afkun, or

‘the Overthrower of the Lion. Under the latter name he became

famous in India. Tn the wars of Akbar, he had ferved with

.great reputation. He had diftinguithed himfelf, in a particular
‘manner, under Chan Chanan, at the taking of Sind, by exhibit-
ing prodigies of perfonal ftrength and valour. Preferments had

been heaped upon him; and he was highly efteemed at court,

-during the life of Akbar, who loved in others that darmg intre=

pidity for which he himfelf was renowned.

Jehangire kept his court at Delhi, when he called Shere Afkun
to the prefence. He received him gracioufly, and conferred new
honours upon him. Shere Afkun, naturally open and generous,
fufpefted not the emperor’s intentions, Time, he thought, had
erazed the memory of Mher-ul-Niffa from Jehangire’s mind.
He was deceived. The monarch was refolved to remove his
rival; but the means he ufed were, at once, foolifh and difgrace-
ful. He appointed a day for hunting; and ordered the haunt
of an enormous tiger to be explored. News was foon brought,
that a tiger of, an extraordinary fize was difcovered in the foreft
of Nidarbari. ‘This favage, it was faid, had carried off many of
the largeft oxen from the neighbouring villages. The emperor
direed thither his march, attended by Shere Afkun, and feveral
thoufands of his principal officers, with all their trains. Having,
according to the cuftom of the Mogul Tartars, {furrounded the

ground for many miles, they began to move toward the center,
: on
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S,



JEHANGCIRE N s

on all fides. 'The tiger was rouzed. His roaring was heard in
all quarters: and the emperor haftened to the place.

The npbilif:y being affembled, Jehangire called aloud, ¢« Who He attacks,

“ among you will advance fingly and attack this tiger?” They
looked on one another in filence: then all turned their eyes on
Shere Afkun. He feemed not to underfland their meaning : at
length three Omrahs ftarted forth from the circle, and facrificing
fear to thame, fell at the emperor’s feet, and begged permiffion to
try fingly their firength againft the formidable animal. The
pride of Shere Afkun arofe. He had imagined, that none durft
attempt a deed {o dangerous. He hoped, that after the refufal of
the nobles, the honour of the enterprize would devolve in courfe
on his hands. But three had offered themfelves for the combat:
and they were bound in honour to infift on their prior right.
Afraid of lofing his former renown, Shere Afkun began thus in
the prefence: ¢ To attack an animal with weapons is both
“ unmanly and unfair. God has given to man limbs and finews

* ¢ aswellas totigers: he has added reafon to the former to condu&
“his ftrength.” The other Omrahs obje@ted in vain, ¢ That
“ all men were inferior to the tiger in ftrength; and that he could
“ be overcome only with fteel.” ¢ I will convince you of your
“ miftake,” Shere Afkun replied: and, throwing down his
{word and fhield, prepared to advance unarmed.

Though the emperor was, in fecret, pleafed with a propofal full and kills an
of danger to Shere, he made a fhew of difluading him from the f?gifms
enterprize. Shere wasdetermined. The monarch, with feigned
reluctance, yielded. Men knew not whether they ought moft to
admire the courage of the man, or to exclaim againft the folly of
the deed. = Aftonithment was painted in every face. Every

tongue was filent. Writers give a* particular, but incre-
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dible detail of the battle between Shere Afkun and the tiger.
‘This much is certain, that, afier a long and obﬁmate fruggle,
the aftonithing warrior prevalled and, though mangled with
wounds_ himfelf, laid at laft the favage dead at his fect. The
thoufands who were eye-mtneﬂ"es of the adtion,. Were gven almoﬂ:
afraid to vouch for the truth of the exploit, with theu' coneutring
teltimony. The fame of Shere was increafed 3 and the defigns of
the emperorfailed. But the determined cruelty of the latter flopt
not here: other means of death were contrived againft the unfor-
tunate Shere.

He had fcarce recovered from his wounds, whcn],xg came to pay
his refpe@s at court, He was carefled by the emperor; and he
fufpeted no guile. A fnare, however, was ;Jrepanetf for him.
Jehangire had meanly condefcended to give private orders to the
rider of one of his largeﬁ elephants to waylay his rival, in one of
thenarrow {treets, when he next fhould return to court, and there
to tread him to death. As acciderits of that kind fometimes happen,
from the rage of thofe ammam in the ruttlng feafon, the thmg
might have pafled w1thout fu[}xcmn. Shere was carried in his
palanky. He faw the elepham in his way. He gave ordcrs 1o
the bearers to return back the elephmt came forward. Tley
threw the palanky, with their mafter, in the fireet, and fled to
fave their lives. Shere faw his danger. He had juft time to rife.
He drew a fhort {fword, which always hung by his fide : with
this weapon he ftruck the elephant acrofs the root-of the trunk,
which e cut ‘off with one blow. The animal roared, turned
from him, fell down and expired. The emperor was Iookmg
out at a window. Heretired with amazement and fhame. Shere
conitinued his way to the palace. Without any fulpicion of
treachery, he related the particulars to Jehangire. The latter

difzuifed his fentiments, but relinquifhed not his defigns. He

6 ; praifed

(86
ceiel

G,



JEHANGIRE,

praifed the flrength and valour of Sherc, who retired fatisfied and
unfufpe&ing from the prefence.

Whether the emperor endeavoured to conquer his paffion for
Mher-ul-Niffa, or felt remorfe from his own behaviout, is uncer-
tain; but, for the fpace of fix months, no further attempts were
made againft the life of Shere, who now retired to the capital of
Bengal. The former defigns of Jehangire wete no fecret. They
were the fubjet of common converfation, little to the advantage
of the charaQer of a great prince. Abfolute monarchs, hotvever,
are mever without men who flatter their worlt paflions, and ad-
minifter to their moft pernicious pleafures. Kuttub, Suba of
Bengal, was one of thefe convenient fycophants.  To ingratiate
himfelf with the emperor, though perhaps not by his exprefs
commands, he hired forty rufhians, to attack and murder Shere¢,
when an opportunity fhould offer. Shere was apprized of the
intentions of Kuttub. He continued within doors: but fuch
was his confidence in his own ftrength and valour, that at night
he would not permit his fervants to remain in his houfe. They,
according to cuftom, retired each to his own home. An old
porter only remained of the men fervants, under the fame roof
with Shere. The affaflins were no ftrangers to a circumflance
common in India. 'They made their obfervations upon the houfe.
They found that there was a room, on the right hand, within the
the principal door, which Shere ufed, as a writing-chamber. This
room communicated, by a narrow paffage, with the fleeping apart-
ments. When it was dark, they took advantage of the old
porter’s abfence, and conveyed themfelves, without difcovery, into
the houfe.

The principal door being bolted at the ufual hour, Shere and his
family went to bed. Some of the aflaffins, when they thought
E 2 he
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he was fallen afleep, flole ﬁlently into his apartment, They
prepared to plunge their daggers into his body, when one of them,

who was an old man, being touched with remorfe, cried out with '
a Joud voice: * Hold! have we not the emperor’s orders? Let

“ us behave like :'men. Shall forty fall upon one, and that one
« afleep!” <« Boldly fpoken,” faid Shere; ftarting that inftant,

G,

from his bed. Seizing his fword, he placed himfelf in a corner. -

of the room.  There he was attacked by the affaflins. In a few
minutes, many of the villains lay, weltering in their blood, at his
feet. Scarce one half efcaped without a wound. The old man,

who had given warning, did not attempt to fly. Shere took him-

by the hand, praifed and thanked him for his’ behayiour, and,

~ having enquired about thofe who had hired the aﬂ'aﬂins, difmiffed

him, with handfome prefents, to relate the parnculars abroad.

" The, fame of this gallant -exp_ioit refounded through the whole:

empire. ' Shere could not ftir abroad for the mob, who prefled:
around him. = He, however, thought proper to retire from the
capital of Bengal, to his old refidence at Burdwan, He hoped
to live there in obfeurity and fafety, thh his beloved Mher-ul-
Niffa. He was deceived. ' The Suba of Bengal had received his
govemment, for the purpofe of removing the unfortunate Shere 3

‘and he was not ungrateful. After deliberating with himfelf

ahout the means, he, at laft, fell upon an effecual expedxcnt.
Settling the affairs of his government at Tanda, which was, at
that time, the capital of Bengal, he refolved, with a great retmue,
to make the tour of the dependent provinces. In his rout he
qaﬁm to Burdwan, - He made no fecret to his principal officgrs,
that he had the emperor’s orders for difpatching Shere. 'That
devoted Omrah, hearing that the Suba was entering the town in
which he refided, mounted his horfe, and, with two fervants only,
went to pay his refpects. The Suba received Shere with affected
3 ' ' politenefs,

| 08
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politenefs, - They rode, for fome time, fide by fide; and their
converfation turned upon indifferent affairs. The Suba fud-
denly ftopt. He ordered his elephant of ftate to be brought;
which he mounted, under a pretence of appearing with becoming
pomp in the city of Burdwan. Shere ftood ftill, when the Suba
was afcending ; and one of the pikemen, pretending that Shere
was in the way, firuck his horfe, and began to drive him beforc
him. Shere was enraged at the affront. He knew that “the
pikeman durft not have ufed that freedom without his mafter’s
érders : he faw plainly, that there was a laid defign againft his
life. He turned round upon the pikeman; and threatened him
with inftant death. He fell on the ground and begged for
mercy. Swords were drawn. Shere had no time to lofe. He
fpurred his horfe up to the elephant, on which the Suba was
mounted ; and having broke down the amari or caflle, cut him in
two ; and thus the unfortunate Kuttub became the vi&tim of his
own zeal to pleafe the emperor. . Shere did not reft here: he
turned his fword on the other officers. The firft that fell by his
hands, was Aba Chan, a native of Cathmire ; who was an Qmrah
of five thoufand horfe. Four other nobles fhared the fame fate.
A death attended every bldyv from the hand of Shere. The
remaining chiefs were at once aftonithed and frightened. They
fled to a diftance, and formed a circle around him. Some began
to gall him with arrows; others to fire with their mufquets. His
hp!i'fe, at length, being fhot with a ball in the forehead, fell under
him. The unfortunate Shere, reduced to the laft extremity,
-began to upbraid them with cowardice. He invited them feve-
rally to fingle combat; but he begged in vain. He had already
received fome wounds. He plainly faw his approaching fate.

. Turning his face toward Mecca, he took up fome duft with his
hand; and, for want of water, threw it, by way of ablution, upon
his head, . He. then {lood up; feemingly unconcerned. Six balls.

R ' | entered!
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entered his bo&yr. in different places, before he fell. ‘His enemics

had fcarce the eourage to come near, till they faw him in the laft
agonies of ‘death. They praifed his valour to the ﬂnes' but in
adding to his reputation, they took away ﬁom theu‘ own, '

The officer, who fucceeded ﬂle deceafed Suba in the oM

| magd of the troops, haftened to the houfe Of Shere. He ‘was
afraid ‘that Mher-ul-Niffa, in the firft paroxifms of gnef, mxght '

make away with herfelf. That lady, ho\vev’ér, ‘bore !xer misfor=
tunes ‘with more fortitude and refi ignation.” She was unwilling
to adopt the mannets of her country, upon fuch tragical occaﬁons.
She even pretended, in vindication of her apparent 1nﬁ.nﬁbxhty, to

follow the ‘injunétions of her deceafed Tord. She alleged that
~ Shere, forefeeing his own fall by Jehangire, had conjured her to yield
- to the defires of that monarch without hefitation. ' The reafons,

which fhe faid, he gave, were as feeble as the fac itfelf was im-
probable.  Fl¢ was afraid that his own exploits would fink into
oblivion, without they were conneed with the remarkable event
of giving an emprefs to India. '

Mher-ul-Nifla was fent, with all imaginable care, to Delhis

She was ‘full of the ambition of becoming the favourite ‘Sultana.

Her vanity was difappointed.  Though fhe was received with

great tendernefs and affeCtion, by Rokia Sultana Begum, the
emperor’s mother, Jehangire refufed to fee her, ‘Whether his
mind was then fixed" on another obje@, or remorfe had taken
pofleffion of his foul, authers do not agree. They, however,
affert, with great improbability, that the emperor was fo much
affeCted with the death of his favourite, the Suba of Bengal,
that he refolved to punith Mher-ul-Niffa, for an accident in which
fhe had'fio concern. . Be that as it will, he gave orders to fhut her

up in one of the worft apartments’ of the feraglio. He even
would

190
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would not deign to fee her; and, contrary to his ufual munificence
to women, he allowed her but fourteen anas, about two thillings
of our money, a-day, for the fubfiftance of herfelf and fome
female flaves. ‘This coldnefs to a woman whom he paffionately
Ioved when not in his power, was at once unaccountable and
abfurd. ‘

Mher-ul-Nifla was a woman of a haughty {pirit, and could not
brook this treatment. She had no remedy. She gave herfelf up,
for fome time, to grief, as if for the death of her hufband; but it
was difappointment only that preyed upon her mind. She was
at length reconciled to her condition, from a hope of an oppor-
tunity of re-kindling the emperor’s. former love. She trufted to
the amazing power of her own beauty; which, to conquer,
required only.to be feen. The emperor’s mother, who was
deeply interefted for Mher-ul-Niffa, could not prevail upon her

fon to fee her. He turned away from her in filence, when fhe

{poke of the widow of Shere. An expedient, however, offered

itfelf to Mher-ul-Nifla. To raife her own reputation in the

{eraglio, and to fupport herfelf and {flaves with more decency,
than the fcanty pittance allowed her would admit, fhe called forth

her invention and tafte in working fome admirable pieces of

tapeftry and embroidery, in painting filks with exquifite delicacy,
and in inventing female ornaments of every kind. Thefe articles
wete carried, by her flaves, to the different {quares of the royal
feraglio, and to the harams of the great officers of the empire.

The inventions of Mher-ul-Nifla excelled fo much in their kind, .

that they were bought with the greateft avidity. Nothing was
fathionable among the ladies of Delhi and Agra, but the work
of her hands.  She accumulated, by thefe means, a confiderable

fum of money, with which fhe repaired and beautified her apart~
ments,.

38
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ments, and clothed her flaves in the richeft fiffues and ‘Erota&fs,
~while {he heﬁélf affecied a w’ery plainand ﬁmple drefs. i

‘...r|
£ )0

In this ﬁmatlon the widow of Shere continued four years,

without once having feen the ‘emperor. Her fanie reached his
ears from every apartment in the feraglio. Curiofity at’ length
vanquifhed his refolution. He determined to be an eye-witnefs
of the things which he had {o often heard, concerning Mher-ul-
Niffa. He refolved to furpnze her: and communa,atmg his
refolution to none, he fuddénly entered her apartments, where he
found evety thing fo elegant and magmﬁcent, that he was {h'uck
with amazement. But the greateft ornament of the whole was
Mher-ul-Niffa herfelf.  She lay half réclined, on an embroidered
fopha, in 2 plain muflin drefs.  Her flaves fat 1h a circle round
her, at work, attired in rich brocades, She ﬂowly arofe, in
manifeft’ confufion; and received the emperor with the ufual
ceremony of touching firft the ground, then her fore_hea(f with
her right hand.  She did not utter one word; but flood with her
cyes fixed on the ground. ]ehangzre remained for fome time

 filent. He admired her fhape, her ftature, her beauty, her grace ;

and that mevpreﬂib]e vo]uptuoufneﬁ: of ‘mein, which it is im-
poflible to refift. ' i

* Jehangire did not, for fome time, recover from ‘ms confufion.
He at length fat down on the fopha, and requefted Mher=ul-

 Niffa to fit by his fide. ‘'The firft queftion he afked, was, my

« this difference between the appearance of Mher-ul-Niffa and
“ her flaves "’ She very fhrewdly replied, “ T hofe born to fervi-
« tude muft drefs as it thall pleafe thofe whom they ferve. Thele
“ are my fervants; and I alleviate the burden of bondage by every
s indulgence in my power. But I thatam your flave, O Em-
peror

Ll
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% peror of the Moguls, muft drefs according to your pleafure and
L ﬁiii*'ﬂi;y' owﬁ.”'_ Thoug;h t'his anfwer was a kind of 'farcafm' on
ﬂcmﬁe& ]’éhang:re. He $ook /Her at once: in hm arms.  His
former ;tff&ﬁtxpnﬁ returned, with all its violence; and the very
next day, public orders were iffued to prepare a magnificent
feftival, for the celebration of his nuptials with Mher-ul-Niffa.
Her name was alfo changed by an edi@ into Noor-Mihil, or the
Light of the Seraglio. 'The emperor’s former favourites vanifhed
before her ; and during the reft of the reign of Jehangire, {he bore
the chief fway in all the affairs of the empire.

The great power of Noor-Mahil appeared, for the firfll time,
in the immediate advancement of her family, Her father, who,
in the latter end of the reign of Akbar, had been chief treafurer
of the empire, was raifed to the office of abfolute vifier and firft
minifter. Ferid Bochari, who, under the title of Mortaza Chan,
managed the affairs of the empire, had been, by a firoke of the
palfy, rendered unfit for bufinefs, which opened the way for the
promotion of the A&eméid-ul-Dowlat. ~ The two brothers of
Noor-Mihil were raifed to the firft rank of nobility, by the titles
of Adticad Chan and Afiph Jah. Her numerous relations poured
in from Tartary, upon hearing of the fortune of the houfe of
Aiafs. Some of them were gratified with high employments, all
with lucrative ones. Her father was not dazzled with the fplendor

p‘ﬁq‘hm high ftation. He was a man of probity in private life, of
ability in office. He became a great and good ‘minifter.  His
name is revered to this day in Hindoftan. - The talents of her
brothers were rather popular than great. They behaved with
fionour and moderation upon every occafion ; frangers to info-
lence, and enemies to oppreffion. The iavidioufnefs of their
fituation did not raife envy. Men allowed, that merit intitled
Vour. IIL E them
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them more to their high flations, than their relation to the
favourite Sultana. The writers of the affairs of Hindoftan
remark, That no family ever rofe fo fuddenly, or fo defervedly, to
rank and eminence, than the family of Chaja Aiafs; and this is.
our apology for the minute relation of -their progi‘efs to great-.

nefs,
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Prudmi‘ admﬂxg?mhon—ﬁgﬁu reﬂzom quelled—Bad fuccefs in the
o Decan—Emperor’s progrefs to dimere.~Peace with the Rang—
. Prince Churrum in_favour—Charaicr of Sultan Purvez—dn
Englifh ambaffador—His reception at Afﬂme—-—Tmrg/Ezc‘?wm al
court—Power of the Sultana—Progrefs to Mando—T0o Guzerat—
_ Tbe empdror s return to .dgra—Death and charalter of the

| T HE charms of the Sultana eftranged the mind of Jehangire
from all public affairs. Eafy in his temper, and naturally

voluptuous, the powers of his foul were locked up in a pleafing
enthufiaim of love, by the engaging converfation and extraor-
:d'inalry beauty of Noor-Mihil, The flate, however, did not fuffer
from the negligent indolence of the emperor, An ample field
was left for the virtues and abilities of the new vifier ; who
t'urr'led‘hié attention more to domeftic improvement than to foreign
conqueft. Agriculture, ‘which had been much negleéted, was
encouraged Many provinces, defolated by former difturbances
and wars, were, by degrees, repeopled and cultivated. Security
of property was given to the farmer; the induftry of the
‘mechanic was proteted.  The country allumed a new face: the
uféf’ul arts were revived and flourithed in the cities.  The vifier
even extended his improvements to defarts. Forefts, formerly
the haunts of wild beafts, were cut down; and villages and towns

9 Thegan
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began to rife in folitudes. Infurretion and rebellion were not
heard of, becaufe there was no oppreflion: idlenefs being dif
couraged, robberies were things unknown. The revenues of the
empire gradually increafed : to prevent extortion in the collec-
tion, every Suba was obliged to tranfmit menthly to court, a flate
of the improvements and regulations made, in confequence of
public inftru@ions from Agra. When the improvements were-

not adequate to the taxes, the Subas were cither feverely repri-

manded, or degraded. No diftintions were made, in the admini-
ftration of juflice, between the Mahommedan and Hindoo.  Both
were worfhippers of God, each in his way; both members of the:
fame community, and fubje&ts of the fame lord.

When the father of the Sultana was thus employed, in internal
regulations for the good of the empire, new commotions arofe
near its northern frontier. 'The Afgans, a fierce and untra&able:
people, natives of the mountains beyond the Indus, always thirft-
ing after flaughter and plunder, could not long endure peace.
Thefe barbarians were encouraged to infurre@ion, by the abfence
of Shaw Bec Chan, Suba of Cabul, from the capital of the pro-
vince of that name. The Suba hadbeen obliged to make a journey
northward, to fettle fome affairs on the frontiers; and Majin-ul-

Muluc, the deputy-governor of Cabul, fuffered himfelf to be-

furprized in the city by the infurgents. They entered Cabul,.
with a confiderable army, and began to exercife all the cruelties of
war. The inhabitants, rendered defperate by misfortune, took
arms againft the plunderers. The city became a fcene of
flavghter and diftrefs. Nadili Meidani, a gallant man, and an
oflicer of rank in the province, haftened to the relief of Cabul.
Some of the banditti fled : many were put to the fword. The
fugitives were purfued to their mountains, and the rebellion

quathed.

1L
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fame ‘year.  Afinan, an A‘-f"gaa, defcended of the race of the Patan gal.

princes, who veigned in India before the empire fell under the
dormmon of the houfe of Timur, &u'rcd up a rebellion.  He had
formerly made many attempts to recover the throne of his
fathers; but this was his moft formidable and refolute effort.

Bujait, an officer of rank, was difpatched againft the rebel by
Iflam Chan, Suba of Bengal. Both armies foon came to an.
adion. Sujait was on the peint of being defeated. ' He drove:

His elephant, as the laft refort of defpair, through the thickeft of
the ememy, in fearch of Afman, who was mounted on a horfe.

The elephant having feized the horfe, dafhed him and his rider

againft the ground; but when the animal was about to tread the
unfortunate Afinan under his feet, one of his attendants came

and wounded the elephant in the trunk. The elephant, with the-

“pain of the wound, plunged in fuch a manner, that Sujait was
thrown off, and fell headlong on the ground. His life was faved

by his men 5 who feeing him expofing his perfon, became lefs-
eareful about their own. In their effort to extricate their chief,.

they repulfed the enemy. Afman, bruifed with his fall, was carried

bapk to his tent, where he foon after expired. His death gave-

the victory to Sujait, and quafhed the rebellion in Bengal.  Sujait,

for this fignal fervice, was raifed by the emperor to the title of

Ruftum Ziméan, which fignifies the Hercules of the Age.

The infurreQion in Bengal was fcarce quelled, when another
of a more extraordinary nature happened in the neighbouring

province of Behar. A man of low degree, whofe name swas.
6 Cuttub;.

o
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A.D. 161t (b, defcended of the Rohilla tribe of Afgans, and a native of
‘e~ Atcha, found his way to Behar. That province was poflefled by a
number of his nation, who had fettled there under the Patan em-
pire. He affirmed that he was the prince Chufero, the reigning
emperor’s fon ; and he dccompanied his impofture with a probable
flory of his efcape from prifon. The misfortunes of Chufero had
rendered him popular. Many believed the tale. Many, in love
with innovation and {poil, joined the ftandard of Cuttub. He
numbered, in lefs than a week, feven thoufand among his fol-
lowers, He affumed immediately the Imperial titles, and ad-
vanced, with his motley army of banditti, toward Patna, the
capital of the province of Behdr. Aflil Chan, the Suba of the
province, was abfent at Gazipoor, about one hundred and twenty
imiles from Patna; and his deputy commanded in the city, when

‘Cuttub appeared before it.

Quathed. The city of Patna was too large and ill-garrifoned with troops
to make any defence. Cuttub entered it, with little oppofition.
He took pofleflion of the palace, women, and swealth of the Suba;
and, giving up Patna to plunder, divided the fpoil among his
adherents. Some, who were no firangers to the perfon of Sultan
Chufero, endeavoured to expofe the impofture. They fuffered
for their rafhnefs, and were put to death, Some, conicious of the
impofition, were afraid to own their folly; and, having gone fo
far, were unwilling and afhamed to recede. Aflil himfelf; at firft,
gave fome credit to a report brought from all quarters. He knew
not how to behave. He affe@ed the party of Chufero; and he
feared the emperor. 'Ten days after Patna was furprized by
Cuttub, Affil was convinced, by various letters, that thé leader of
the infurre@ion was not the prince. He haftened from Gazi-

poor, with all the forces he could colle&t.  On the third day he
prefented
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prefa‘g\.t;eé *hxmfslf before’ Patna, Cuttub marched out and pave
him’”‘sztﬂe. ‘The infurgents were defeated and fled, In the

itﬁ of their ﬂlght they negle@ed to fhut the gates; and the
mgmy&enmed at their heels. The pretended prince, driven to

hee _.,ﬁe‘la{fuemtamit.ypﬂmt himfelf up, with a few friends, in the
‘Suba’s houfe, - He defended himfelf for fome time. | Aflil, having
loft twenty men in endeavouring to feale the walls, was fo fortu-

pate as to kill the impoftor with a brick-bat ; and thus a ridicu~

Ious kind of death,put an end to the ambitious views of Cuttub.

I‘me]ligence of this’ infurreaidn arrived at the court of Agra,
at. the fame time with the news of its being quelled, Frefh
difturbances broke out in a different corner of the empire. Amar
Sinka, prince of Odipour, in the Decan, fetting fuddenly upon the
Imperial tr_oop's::.ori.t'he. fronticr, defeated them, The ation hap-~
pened neé.-;. the city of Brampour, among the mountains of Bala~
gat. . The emperor. was, alarmed.  He placed his fecond fon,
Forvezs at the head of thirty thoufand horfe; and gave him, at

| the froe time, a com;:mﬂ_'wn to take the command of all the

troops on the confines of the Imperial dominions and the Decan.
The force, had it even been well conduced, was no more than
adequate to the fervice.  Amar Sinka, who went under the title

of Rana, or THE PriNcE, by way of eminence, deduced his:

defcent from the, Imperial family, who reigned in the great city
of Kindge over all India for many centuries, before that empire

was invaded:by the followers of Mahommed. He added power -
to his noble birth.  He poffeffed the greater part of the territories .

which can_:pofe. the extenfive dominions .of the prefent Mahrat-

tors; and the lawful heir of his family bears, to this day, the name

of Prince among that powerful ariftocracy.
2 -
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Many nobles of the firft rank and renown attended Sultan

Purvez in this expedition. The moft confiderable were Chan

Jehan, defcended of the Imperial family of Lodi, who reigned

‘before the houfe of Timur, in Hindoftan ; Mirza Abdul Rahim,

who derived his pedigree from Timur; and Chan Chanan, the
fon of the famous Byram, who had been regent during the mino-
rity of the emperor Akbar. Thefe compofed the prince’s coun-

cil. But they carried their former feuds into their deliberations.

They were unanimous in nothing. Jealoufy, in its moft forbid-

.ding form, appeared in all their debates; and they could not even
abflain from indecent refle@tions upon one another. The {pirit

of difcord fpread from the council of war to the army. Each of

the great Omrahs had his partizans and abettors. Faction and
tumult reigned in every corner of the camp. The prince was

naturally mild; he wanted experience; and he was deflitute of
that intrepid firmnefs and feverity, which is neceffary to awe

mankind into obedience. He defcended to intreaty where he
ought to command ; and when he endeavoured to reconcile

them, their paffion became more inflamed, as every check was
removed by his known foftnefs of difpofition. _

The army in the mean time advanced. Within a few days
march of Brampour, the Imperialifts came in fight of the enemy.
Men generally become united at the approach of danger. It

happened otherwife here. The fpirit of Difcord and Eavy had

been let loofe; and the Omrahs feared the enemy lefs, than the
fuccefs that might attend the advice of any one of themfelves.
Chan Jehan was for battle, Chan Chanan differed from him in
opinion; ae the enemy was too advantageoufly pofted in the
hills. - Abdul Rahim, was for entering the Rana’s country by
another road, The prince was ready to adopt any refolution,
upon which they all fhould agree. This was impoflible. The

army

200
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army lay inative. - The air in the camp became putrid. Fevers
-raged. - The enemy hovered round on the mountains. Provifions
‘and forage became fearce: the fields around were red with the

_fre(_h_. graves of the dead. But though the council of war difa-

.greed about am attack, they concurred in a retreat. They fled
with precipitation to Ajmere. The enemy hung on their rear.
~The Omrahs wrote feparately letters to court, with accufations
againft each other’s condu&. Chan Chanan was recalled to Agra,
divefted of all his employments; and he even thought himfelf
Thappy in bemg able to fave his life. The difgrace of this noble-
man. redounded not to the honour of Chan Jehan. That lord,
through whofe accufations Chan Chanan chiefly fell, rendered
himfelf odious by ingratitude.  He had been educated in the
family!of Chan Chanan: he had rifen, through his influence, to
all his honours and offices.

Jehangire, alarmed at the bad fuccefs of his arms againft the
Rana, difpatched Mohabet Chan to take the command of the
army. He could not have made a better choice. Mohabet was
‘braye in a&ion, intrepid in deliberation; full of dignity and
{pirit’;. under the abfolute dominion of judgment and good con-
‘duct.. Purvez was recalled to the prefence. The unfortunate
“iflue’of the campaign: was a fevere blow to that prince. It
affe@ed his: reputation ; it loft him his father’s affe@ions; and
even his profped of {ucceeding to the throne.

Though the choice which Jehangire had made of a general to
-command his forces: againft the Rana feemed to promife fuccefs,
the event did not anlwer the emperor’s fanguine, expeflations.
The army was in too bad a condition, to be fuddenly reffored to
difcipline and order. . Mohabet could not, with any affurance of

vi€tory, :fhew themn to the enemy., Jehangire. was naturally

21 Vou. IIL G impatient.

S

41

A.Da 1613.

H'g. 1022,

Purvez re-
called.

Empérorts
progrefs to
Ajmere,



A DFabry.

Hig. (o232,
‘—""'Y"'"J

Prince Chur-

rum fent 10
command in
the Decan,

THE HTSTOR? OF HIN’DOSTAN.

impatient. On the fecond of Shabdn, of the one t!%m!ﬁnﬁ !md'
twenty-fecohid yeur of thé‘ﬁaght&, he moved the Lefear or Im-
perial cimp, with a profefied &éﬁgn of putting hirifelf at the head
of the troops employed againft the Rana. The magnificence of
the emperor’s progrefs to Ajmere, deferves a brief defeription.
When the monarchs of Hindoftan take the field, theéir camps are
akind of movihg cities. That of Jehaugire, in his prefent pro-

‘grefs, was in circumference at lealt twenty ‘miles.  The

Lefear is divided, like a regalar town, linto - fquaxes, a’[leys,
and ftreets. The royal pavilion is dlivays efé@ed in the
center: no man raifes his tearer than the diffance of a mufket-
thotaround. Every man of quality, every artificer, knows his
ground, the fpace allotted for him, on which {ide, how far fwm
the emperor he muft pitch his tent.  The pavilions of the. great
officers of the court are, at a diftance, known by their fplendor ;
at hand, by marks which diftinguith the various ranks of the

‘owners. The fhops ‘and apartménts of tradefmen are alfo

known by rule; dnd no man is‘for a ‘moment at a Jofs how to

fupply his wants. The Lefcar, from a rifing ground, furnifhes

one of the moft agreeable profpedts in'the world. Starting up,
in a fetw hotirs, in an univhabited plain, it raifes the idea of a city
built by enchadtment: and fills the mind with delightful wonder
and farprize. Even thole who ledve their houfes in cities, to
follow the prince in his progrefs, are frequently fo charmed with
the Lefcar, when fituated in a beautiful and cbnveuientjp}'ace, that
they cannot prevail with themfelves to remove. - To prevent this
inconvenience to the court, the emperor, after fufficient time is
allowed to the tradefmen to follow, orders them to be burnt out
of their tents.

Though the emperor, at his departure from Agra, declared that

he was to command in perfon his army in the Decan, that
7 fervice
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fervice was a&ually deftined for Sultan Churrum, his third fon.
That prince left Ajmere on the twenticth of Zicida. He was
more fuccefsful than his brother. Having fuperfeded Mohdbet,
he entered the mountains without hefitation. The enemy was
feized with a panic, and fled before him. He made himfelf
mafter of Brampour, the capital of the Rana’s dominions, with
little oppofition. Several fkirmifhes were fought; but no deci-
five battle. The Rana fued for peace. His fon Kinwar Kirren
came, with magnificent prefents to the prince. Churrum received
him with apparent kindnefs and great diftinction. The Rana
himfelf, encouraged by Churrum’s reception of his fon, came
unexpeedly into the prefence. He threw himfelf at the feet
of Churrum ; who very courteoufly raifed him, took him in his
arms, and obliged him to it on his right hand.

 The Rana opened the conference, by excufing his own beha-
viour, the outrages committed by his people: and he extolled the
clemency of the prince, who, though fuperiorin the field, was willing
to grant an equitable peace. Churrum knew that theblame of the
war did not reft on the Hindoos. He therefore replied, That
excufes on the fide of the Rana were unneceflary ; that it was the
duty of every prince to exert the power placed in his hands, in
defence of his fubje@s and dominions; but as war had been
kindled, and the fortune of the Mahommedans had prevailed, he
thought it his duty to ufe his fuccefs with moderation; and
that he was willing to put an immediate end to all differences, by
a folidand lafting peace. The Rana confented to pay a tribute to
the family of Timur. Some difficulties arofe about the fum: the
decifion was left to Jehangire. To finifh the treaty, as well as to
be an hoftage for the Rana’s faith, Kinwar Kirren, that prinec’s
fon, was difpatched to the Imperial prefence. Jehangire, at the
time, kept his court at Ajmere. He received Kinwir with great
G2 diftinction.

1.
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Alaves. Jehangire himfelf - gives a ridiculous reafon for this inno-
gifa_t'g@,n_; in drefs. - In his' memoirs of the firft twelve years of his
_reign, he excufes the introduction of ear-rings, from a motive of
.mﬁgiqua;tb.the,fuperﬁiﬁans of wihich; he was by no means often
Aubje. His fathier :Akbar, it' was pretended, by the merit of a
pilgrimage to Ajmere, to the learned and religious Chaja Moin~
‘ul-dien, had been blefled with children.  Jehangire was the firft
fruits of this piece of devotion : and he faid, in the preamble to
‘his edi; that he, who Was brought into being by the prayers of
~ Chaja, could do no.lefs ‘than bécome his flave, and wear the
marks of fervitude.  His reafons appeared fo abfurd and fuper-
{ftitious, that fomie of the nobles taxed him with favouring ido-
latry. The effeminate cuftom was, however, introduced by the
weight of the Imperial authority ; and it ftill rémains a blot on
Jehangite's memory, and a lafting) mark. of -the wealnefs: ‘of his
mind.. o ] '

( On thie twentieth of Mohirrim of the 1oz4y Sultan Churrum
retufried to. court, covered with laurels. He was received: by
Jehangire with marks of thehighcft cfteem and affe&ion, which
the artful prince converted to means favourable to his fchemes of
ambition, ‘and to gratify bis paffion for revenge. ~Chan: Azim;.
already meéntioned as the principal abettor of Chuferc’s rebellion;
was accufed by Churrum of intended treafon: - He had long 'been

_excluded.frpm-' the councils of flate; and. though his government of
Malava had been continued to him, it was more from afear of his:

influence, than from a refped to his chara@er and perfon. ' Habi-
tuated to the high office of vifier, in the reign of Akbar, he could
not brook his want of power. He {poke incautioufly of govern=

ment ; and it is faidy that he a&ually meditated to render himfelf,
independent of the empire, in.his own. province of: Malava. Tle:
was, feized before his {chemes were ripe for execution; carried to-
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2 g-lfzfi- Cualidr, and imprifoned in that mpregnibl«e fortrefs, Raja Man

v $8Singh; the néxt great adherent of prince Chufero, died in the .
courfe of the fame year, in his government of Bengal. He was
chicf of the Rajaput princes. Flis honour was great, his reputa-
tion high. In the wars of Akbarhe fignalized himfelf upon many
occafions. He was very infirumental in the conqueft of Bengal ;
the government of which; as a reward for his fervices, he retained
to his death. Fis {on Bao Singh fucceeded him in his fubafhip;
being raifed by the emperor to the rank of an Omrah of five
thoufand horfe, by the title of Mirza Rajagi.

g&:;f}f:r“f When Sultan Churrum carried all things before him in the
vez. Imperial prefence, his elder brother Purvez refided with all the
pomp of royalty at Brampour, as governor of the dominion and
province of Candeith, Chan Chanan, in fome meafure reftored
to favour, remained with Purvez, and managed; under him, the
affairs of the province. In the end of the autumn of the 1024
of the Higera, Sir Thomas Roe, the Englith Ambaflador to the
court of Agra, arrived at Brampour. Politenefs and affability
were natural to Purvez. Full of honour and good-nature, his
virtues were of the ‘milder caft: too indolent for the fatigues of
bufinefs, diffident of his own abilities. -Hz poffefled the perfonal
courage of a good foldier; but he was deflitute of the condu&
neceffary to a great general.  He followed implicitly the advice
of others, when there was no difagreement in their opinions
when there was, he was embarrafled, and could not decide. His
genius fuited times of tranquillity; and had he lived to poffefs the
throne, he might have rendered his people happy, from his inva=
riable clemency and love of domeftic quiet.

His cour- When the arrival of Sir Thomas at Brampour was announced,
feous recep- % o 5

ton of tir by the proper officer, to the prince, he fent Kim a polite meflage
ThomasRoe. i

206,
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to come into his prefence. The ambaflador obeyed; and Purvez
prepared to reccive him in flate. In the outward court of the
palace, a hundred gentlemen on horfebac_k formed a lane,through
which the ambaflador, condu&ed by the Cutwal, paffed. In the
inner court, the prince fat mounted in a gallery, under a royal
canopy. The nobles, according to their rank, formed a line on
either fide. The chief -fecretary flood on the fteps of the throne,
and conveyed, in the concifeft terms, to the prince, whatever was
addreffled to him from below. The behaviour of Purvez was,
upon the whole, courteous and obliging : he paffed from the ufual
ceremonies required from ambafladors, and affected to treat Sir
Thomas after the manner of his own country. A firmin was
immediately iffued, for a permiffion to an Englifh faftory to fettle
at Brampour. The prince invited the ambaflador to a private
conference, to thank him for his prefents; infinuating, that he
was anxious to throw off that ftate and diftance, with which
he was obliged to receive him, before fo great an appearance of
nobles.

Jehangire, in the mean time, kept his court at Ajmere. He
feemed infane upon the article of paying honours to Chaja. He
ordered a magnificent palace to be built, in the neighbourhood of
Ajmere, for Hafiza Jemmal, the faint’s daughter : the holy man
himfelf, from the aufterity of his principles, not chufing, by an
acceptance of prefents, to depart from the fimplicity of life and
philofophical charaGer which had raifed his fame. The palace
built for Jemmal was remarkable for beauty and fituation. Fine
baths were erected over natural fountains; and extenfive gardens
were laid out around it, with great elegance and tafte. *Tran-
quillity prevailed over all the empire. The motions of the army
in the Decan were rather parade than war. Luxury prevailed: in
every form. The maguificence of the favourite Sultana was

beyond
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beyond all bounds.

~ ments, were the whe&e bufmefs of the court, Tbe:«ome of" mgﬁc
mever ceafed by da.;r in. the fireet; the fky was tmlaghtcn@d qt

mght wmh ﬁrg—werk,s and 1Ilmnmatwns.

In the xmaﬁef thxs feﬁlv:ty and Joy, the Engﬁﬁ; ami)aﬂﬁdor '
arrived at Ajmere. He was rccerved by je'haqgwc with’ the
‘utmoft affability and pc;htenefs He  even prevented t‘he

{nlo k. _..:'._

'ambaffador with exprcﬂ' ions . of refpc& for lus maffﬂr, and

fehcxtatmns to ‘himfelf upon his fafe arrxvn.l a.t courl;. T'hc

..... N RGET h D i

.prﬂfent&s gwcn by the ambaﬁ'ador Were agrecable to ffle

emperor; but a fine coach fem by ng ]'ames plcafi:ci hu.n

_molt of all. He even had the 1mpat1::ncc to go into it th’it very

night, and fo dcﬁrc t,he ambaﬂ;tdor 8. ferv.mts to draw hu:n around
the court of the P’l Snltan Churrum, at ‘the txme, was all-
powerful in the affmrs of the flate. To him the ambailador

applied, as 101-(] of Surat, to redrcf"s the grievances of the Enbhi'h
at that port ‘The prince was courteous, and prom:{'cd fa:r, but

. he was an enenty to all Chriftians, whom he called Idolaters ;

and moft of all an enemy to the Englith. The emperor’s favour
for the ambaffador preﬁalled, in fome meafure, over the pnr&ce 8

‘prejudices and obftinacy. In daé month of january 161 5 a
firmin was obtained for the eﬁabﬁﬂt}j&nt of 4 fa&oty at Suraf

But it was w.orded .wi‘th cautlén, def‘tﬁtive and c:rt.umﬂ.rxbed

In the end of the’ year 1024, two infurre@ions happcued in.

the kingdom of CGuzerat. The firft was a rebellion excited by a

youth, defcended of the antient kings of that country: the fecond _
‘was an extranrdmary incurfion of 'the Coolies, a race of fobhcrs,

who, from ‘their defarts, “infeftéd the highways and cultivated
conntry, The young rebel afflumed the title of Bahadar Slhaw.
Before he could execute any thing material he died, and Guzerat
was telieved from the threateried misfortune of a civil'war, . Ab-
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ﬂlm was m'dered, from the Decan, againft the Coolies,

ﬁe had commandcd the Imperial army againft the Rana, in the

) intermediate fpace of time between the recall of Moh#bet and the'

. artival of prince Churrum. He was fuccefsful; but his glory
~ was obfcured by’ the fuperior reputation of the prince, who fuc~
. eeeded him. . Jehangire was not infenfible of the valour and

abilities of Abdalla. . To leave a fair field to his favourite fon, he

. femoved the general to Guzerat. The emperor departed from
his ufual humanity, in his infiru@ions to Abdalla. The Coolies
were a barbarous and cruel race of men: and Jehangire gave
| _'dn'c&mm to extxrpate the whole tribe, as coemics to the reft of
mankmd

4 ’.&bdwlh- arrived with great expedition at Ahmedabdd, the
capital of Guzerat. ‘Some chiefs who, from the hopes of booty,
and through fear, had joined the Coolies, fubmitted to him in his
‘march. ' With five hundred fele@ men, the general left Ahmeda-
bad; and'he made fo much expedition, that he entered the moun-
tainous and almoft impervions country of the Coolies, before they
had ‘any 'intelligence of his march.  The two principal chiefs of
the banditti were Eder and Laél. Abdalla fat down fuddenly
bﬁere the caftle of Eder. That chief, not intimidated,
marched out and’ gave him battle, After an obftinate conflict of
fome hours, the Coolies were obliged to fly. . Eder took the way
of the defart; and left his caltle and treafuire to the wictor,
La¢l; in the meah time, was on an excurfion of depredation in
another corier of Guzerat, - Fle had robbed a great caravan of all

its merchandize; and it was the news of this misfortune that

dire@ted Abdalia to the enemy. Laél had vnder him three thou-
fand horfe and twelve thoufand foot: but Abdslla had been rein-
foreed. 'The Cooli did not decline battle.” The aflion was
bloody. Vi&ory declared for Abdalla, and the head of Laél,

a0 Vor. i H' “wheo
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who was flain in the fight, was placed over one of the gates of
Ahmedabad.

The infurre@tion at Guzerat was fcarce quelled, when the
Afgans, the natives of the mountains between India and Perfias
revolted; and iffuing from their hills, laid wafte the neighbouring
country, in the province of Cabul. Shaw Bec, governor of
Cabul, marched againft the infurgents. They had thefolly to come
to a-regular battle with that Suba; and they were defeated. ~Shaw
Bec made the beft ufe of his vitory. He purfued the fugitives
beyond Candahar; and reftored his province to its former tran=

-quillity.

During the refidence of Sultan Purvez in Brampour, the capital
of Chandeifh, Chan Jehan, already mentioned, as an Omrah of
great diftin&ion, defcended from the royal family of Lodi, com-
manded the Imperial army, in fubordination to the prince; and
puthed his expeditions into the unconquered kingdoms of the
Decan. Maleck-Amber was at the head of the confederacy
againft the Imperial invafion. Nothing of confequence was done
by Chan Jehin, on account of difputes between the officers
of the army. The prince Purvez was ordered to take the com-
mand in perfon. Upon his appearance at the head of the Impe-
tial troops, feveral chicfs fubmitted; and paid the accuftomed
sribute. © Maleck Amber ftood out alone. The Rana broke his
treaty, and appeared in arms. The danger alarmed Jehangire.
He had a better opinion of the military abilities of Sultan Chur-
rum, than of thofe of Purvez. -The former wasordered to fuper-
fede the latter, which was at once reckoned unjuft and impolitic ;

as Churrum was as much detefted by the foldiers, as Purvez was

beloved.
In

210
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i ,"_ "I.‘n@hbéﬁnthﬁf June, one thoufand {ix hundred and fixteen,
. according to our computation of time, the prince Churrum
. marched from Ajmere to the Decan, His father, before his de-

AL e AN ClTRE

e, conferted upon him the title of Shaw Jehin, or King

lor TuEWoRrLD. This name he retained even after his acceffion
o the empire; and he was diftingnifhed by it, during the remain-
e .._ %gf his father’s veign; that of Churrum being, from bis going
a@n;he-prcfem expedition, laid for ever alide. The friends
. ‘of the family of Timur, reprefented tothe emperor the danger
of fending the younger-to fuperfede the clder brother; confider-
“ing the animofities which fubfifted between them. ¢ No matter,”

faid Jehangire, ¢ let them fight it out. The victor fhall manage
¢ the war in the Decan: the vanquithed ‘may return to me.”
“The fpecch of 'a lunatic, more than that of a prudent prince.
‘Purvez, however, wus of a milder difpofition, than to puih his

yeferitment fo far.  He quietly refigned the command; and was

Afiiccceded by Shaw Jehdn, much againft the inclination of the

e Shaw Jehdn having carried from Ajmere a great reinforcement,

upon his arrival, fet ‘the army in motion toward the enemy.

"The princes of the Decan were intimidated ; and they were divided
“among themfelves. They rotréated ‘at Shaw Jehdn’s approach,

‘46 fent ambaffadors to fue for peace.. Shaw Jehdn, glad of
“an'opportunity of eclipfing Sultan Purvez, yeceived their fubmif~

- “fron upon ¢afy terms, Maleck Amber, again deferted, had the
“vefolution hot to acceda to the pacification.  Shaw Jebén, anxious

“to'réturn with his laurels to court, left the war fufpended by a
]ﬁrﬁa*} trifee, rather than finifhed by a folid ' peace.  On the
levetith of Shawal, of the one thoufand and twenty~fixth of the

$igera, he arrived in the prefence; accompanied by the princes
H2 who

2
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*’i{g- 1616 who had fubmitted to his arms. Their refpective tributes were
‘s foon fettled, and they were permitted to return,

Caufe of the The fuccefs of this expedition was by no means the effeCt of

formerbad  Shaw Jehdn’s prudent and refolute condu@. The way to a
pacification had' been paved before he left Ajmere. The -em~
peror, juftly aftonifhed at the fmall' progrefs of his arms in the
Decan, enquired minutely into the caufe. Chan Chanan, whe
managed every thing under Sultan Purvez, was. fecretly in the
pay of the enemy. He clogged every meafure; and rendered
every expedition of no effe&. He long endeavoured, by his friends
at court, to prevent the removal of Purvez. The emperor had
taken his refolution. Shaw Jehdn was. deflined-for the command
of the army; and Chan Chanan, to deprive him:of the honour of
a viQory over an enemy, who had apparently refifted all his own
and' his pupil’s efforts, perfuaded the confederates to fue for peace,
in the Imperial prefence; without alleging their fear of Shaw
Jehdn as anyways conducive to their offers of pacification. The
emperor, however, would not receive their fubmiffion, but through.
the hands of thie prince; anxious to raife the confequence of his,
favourite fon in the eyes of his fubjects.

Thoemperoy, 1M the month of December of the year one-thoufand fix hua-

":;Efc"rz‘ from dred and fixteen, according to the Chriftian @ra, the emperor,.
with all the accuftomed magnificence of his. march, left Ajmere.
His profefled defign was. to approach nearer. to his armvy on the
frontiers, to give them fpirit with his prefence, After.a tedious
journey, he arrived at Mando, in the province of Malava; and
took up his refidence in that city. Hedid one very popular a&tion .
on his march. Pafling by the place where his fon Chufero was
confined, he ordered his coach * to ftop at the gate,. The prince,

* The fame that was fent him as a prefent by our James I,

8
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; . ngkhqcommanda, was brought before. him.. His ehains were
. firuckoff; and he was placed upon one of the Imperial elephants.

'Thsepeoplc were overjoyed at the releafe of Chufero.  His affa~
B‘;‘hty, and the beauty of his perfon, recommended’ himy to the

~xul ;5f"_'a"pil they loved him on account of His. misfortunese

 Many caufes coneurred to make the emperor adopt this mezfure,

_ ﬂ@wag informed; that fome friends of Shaw Jehin were plotting

it t.hé life of Chufero. 'The minifter, Afaph Jah, the fa-
ﬁ*i-x_:ité,gul't?haﬁs brother, had alfo behaved rudely to the unfor-
mﬁitepnﬁce, gﬁdr'b-ena:jred- fymptoms of diflike and revengo.
Shaw]ehﬁn was pfobabl’y’ at the bottom of all. His friends,

 without his ‘permiffion, would fearce have attempted the life of

Hhis brother; ~and he had been lately married to the daughter of
Aéfaphjaih ‘_" _The emperor'w:ls'enréged at their wickednefs and

Prcfumpﬁon, and, by an adt of power, fruftrated, for the time,

¥ Thé'powef*ﬁfﬂéor—m%ﬂ'owr the* emperor’s affetions; had
pot “inthe leaft abated. She, for the moft part, ruled over him
with abfolute fivay : fometimes his {pirit broke forth beyond her
controul.  Her brother’s alliance with Shaw Jehan, kept her in
" the intereft’ of that prince: and her averfion to Chufero and
Purvez was equal to her regard for.him. An edict was iffued to
c.hange hcr néﬁiqi‘,ﬁpm ,Noqr-M:‘l:hii into that of Noor-jchdn, or
theLxc;ﬁ'no? THE WoR LD. ‘Ta diftinguifh her from the other
wives _o_‘fftﬁe_e;ﬁjz,emt,' ihe was always addrefled by the titie of
's_;ikaf,_ or Emprefs, Her name was joiped. with that of the
en’;pc\r_-d;",ﬁdn_;t_lié cutrent coin. She was the fpring which moved
the grgat_}r'n;ichjnc, of the flate. Her family took rank immedi-
ately after the princes of the blood.. They were admitted, at
all hours, into the prefence; nor were they excluded from the
ok fecret apartments of the feraglio. By her influence, Chan

Azim,.
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Azim, the late vifiew, was releafed from his conﬁnement in Gua-
lifr, and admitted into court.

It was after Jehangire’s arrival at Mando, that the affairs of
the Decan were fettled. The Englith ambaflador remained ftill at
court. The affability and good-nature of Jehangire did not, for
fome time, overbalance Shaw Jehdn’s averfion to the Englifh
nation. An incident at Surat was magnified into an infult upon

. the Imperial power, by the prince and his party. The ambafla-

dor, however, removed the emperor’s jealoufy: and he had the
addrefs to gain, at laft, the favour of the prince, the minifter, and
the emprefs; and obtained the privileges of trade, which were
the obje& of his embafly. - An ambaflador from Perfia was not
fo fuccefsful: he was received with little ceremony, and difmiffed
with a coolnefs little fhort of contempt. He came to negociate a
loan at the court of Agra; and Jehangire was in no humour to
give any of his money away. The emperor even defcended into
meannefs, on the occafion. The Perfian had been ferved in all
neceflaries from court. A bill was ordered to be fent him, when
he announced his deﬁgn of departing. He was obliged to pay
the laft farthing; but the prefents which he had brought for the
-emperor were valued, and dedu&ed from the fum demanded.

The emperor, having fettled the affairs of the Decan, and fpent
at Mando feventeen months, in hunting and other rural amufe-
ments, marched, with his LefcAr or great camp, into the kingdom
~of Guzerat. In the latter end of the Autumn of the one thoufind
and twenty-feventh of the Higera, he arrived at Ahmedabid, the
capital of Guzerat. He took, from that city, the route of Cam-
bait; where he had ordered fhips and magnificent barges to be
ready for him, to take his amufement on the ocean, with all his
court. He was foon tired of the agitation of the veflels on the
waves; and returned to Ahmedabid on the fecond of Ramzan, of

1 the
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f'ant fhoul'and and twenty-feven. He did not long re-
'.mﬁi?n at Ahmedabdd. Te took the route of Agra, and arrived
in that capml after an ablence of near five years.

ﬁmn aﬁer the caurt remrned to Agra, the g00d old vifier,
- A&temi lﬂ-Dowla, the emperor’s father-in-law, gave up a life,
il wﬁmh, on account of his many virtues, had become dear to the
eople,  Bred up in-the fchool of Adverfity, Actemid-ul-Dowla
' bﬂ{l 1&@@@ to. Iuhdue his paﬁ’:ons, to liften to the dictates of

Reafon, to fggl fm' the mzsfortunes of mankind. Having raifed
hin %ﬁﬁ?@m ﬁmtude to authanty, from indigence to honour
a'qti ww.lﬁh, he knew thc duties of every flation. He was not
lefs ¢ conmfam with the world in pradice, than he was from his
cﬁlw,{'{'}m ;eadsng and the well-we:ghcd refle&ions of his pwn
~ mind.  An ceconomift in every thing, .but in charity, he was
| unl’y covetous of wealth to relieve the ncedy and the poor.  He
chofe rather to maintain the dignity of his rank by the number
thi.s f.'ncnds, thm by that of domeftics, followers, and flaves.
T}lc people Ioved hm; as a_father, but feared him as a father
lqb-,, for hc ttmpercd fcvcmy with moderation, and lenity with
the rlgour of the laws. | . ‘The empire flourilhed wonder his wife
admmrﬁra.uon._ No evﬂ but luxury prevailed.  That weed
takes root in profperlty, and, perhaps, can never be eradicated
fr@m .{b rach a foil.===The emprefs was inconfolable for the death
' af her father She propofed, at once,asa proof of her affeCtionand

'.mg;alﬁcemc, to perpetuate his memory in a monument of folid

dilver. . The Imperial archite@ foon convinced her, that a metal
ﬁ:gr:cmus would not be the moft lafling means of tran{mitting

; the vlﬁcra fame to pofterity, = * All ages,” faid he, * are full
§ of avarice 3 and even the empire of the houfe of Timur, like all

« fublunary things, is fubject to revolution and change.” 'She
dropt her purpofe; and a magnificent fabric of ftone ftill retains,

in Agra, the name of AQerid-ul-Dowla.
JEHA N-
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G. 3 AP IV

Difpofition of the court—Expedition to Sewalic—The emperor in
Ca/hmire—Difturbances in the Dccan—Prince Chufero atur-
dered—Rebellion of Shaw febin—He is repulfed at Agra—De-
feated at Delbi—Purfued by his brother Purvez—Defeated at
the Nirbidda—He reduces Orixa, Bengal and Bebar—He
marches toward the capital—Totally defeated by Purvez—Be-
fieges Brampour—In great diftrefi—His fubmiffion—Candabar
loft to the empire. ' '

HE death of the old vifier produced no alteration in the
affairs of the court of Agra. Habituated, under his
father, to public bufinefs, Afiph Jah was a&tive in his high depart-
ment; and Jehangire himfelf had acquired a confiderable degree
of experience and knowledge, in the paft years of his reign. The
favourite Sultana was not in the mean time idle. She even
attended to tranfadtions in which her own paffions were not
immediately concerned ; and often gave fealonable advice to her
confort. She had fuch an afcendancy over the emperor’s mind,
that he feldom dorft attempt any material meafure without her
coneurrence, She difpofed of the higheft offices at pleafure;; and
the greateft honours were conferred at her nod. ‘Afiph was atten-
tive to his fifter’s humours. He knew the pride and haughtinefs
of her difpofition; and he forgot the equality which nature gives
10 2 brother, in a profound refpec for the emprefs.

Toward
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‘Toward the clofe of the year, the Raja Bickermajit was fent,
with a confiderable force, to the mountains of Sewalic, to the
‘north-eaft of the Ganges. In the numerous vallies which inter-
fe@ that immenfe ridge of hills, many tribes lived, under their
native princes, who had never been fubdued by the arms of the
followers of Mahommed. Safe in their inacceflible retreats, they
‘often iffued out, in a depredatory manner, from their faftnefles,
and harafled, with incurfions, the northern provinces. Bicker-
majlt, after having encountered with great difficulties, penetrated
into the heart of their country, and fat down before the fort of
'Eangurra, which was fituated upon a rocky mountain, and
thought impregnable. It fell foon into his hands; but the reduc-
tion of all the tribes was not finifhed till the clofe of the fucceed-
ing year. ~Twenty-two petty princes agreed to pay a certain
tribute; and they fent hoftages to Agra, as fecurities for their
future obedience.

The eleventh of Zicfida was rendered remarkable by the birth
of a fon tothe prince Shaw Jehin, by Sultana Kudfia, the daughter
of Afiph Jah. = Jehangire, who, from his affe@ion to his fon,
was highly pleafed with this increafe in his family, called the
infant AURUNGZEBE, or the Ornament of the Throne.—To
avoid the approaching heat of the feafon, the emperor refolved to
remove his court to the delightful country of Cathmire. Shaw
Jehin accompanied his father in his progrefs.. They entered the
mountains of Sewalic, in their way, and vifited the fort of Ean-
gurra, which had fome time before furrendered to Bickermajit. Je-
‘hangire,ina pretended zeal for religion, ordered all the images of the
gods of the Hindoos, which werefound ina temple within the for-
trefs, tobe broken to pieces ; and he affifted in conf’ecruting the place
for the worfhip of God, after the manner prefcribed in the Coran.

- Nov. III. I In
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN, =

In his progrefs to Cafhmire, the emperor was met by Chan
Alum, from his embafly to the court of Perfia. Jehangire,
after refleCing upon the contemptuous treatment which he had
given to the Perfian -ambaffadory had refolved to yemove any
coldnefs shich might arife .on that account, between: the” two.
empires,  He, for that purpofe, had difpatched Chan Alum, with
magnificent prefents to Shaw Abas of Perfia. This nobleman was
received with every mark of refpec. The treatics between the
two crowns were renewed and co;!_;l_ﬁrmcd. 3 and the Perfian loaded
him with rich prefents, accompanying them with a letter of

~ friendfhip to Jehangire ; without mentioning the mjuneua

The great
roads im-
prﬂVCL

reception of bis own minifter at the Indian court.

Jehan_gii:e,. fond._ of mak__ing prom{.eﬁ’es through his extenfive
dominions, made, this year; great additions to the convenience of
travelling, Confiderable fums were iffued from the treafury, for
mending the great roads of the empire. Wells were dug at the
end of cveqy two miles ; and a building for the reception of way-
farers, was ereed near each wells | This improvement began on

the road to Cathmire, where Jehangire arrived in the beginning

of the year 1029. He was highly pleafed with that moft ‘beauti-

fal province. The principal valley of which it confifts, being

much more clevated than the plains of India, is cool and pleafant
in the hottelt feafon of the year. A profound tranquillity reign-
ing over all the empire, Jehangire remained many months in
Cathmire. He went daily to the chaee; and wandered, after a
varicty of rural pleafures, over the face of that charmiag and.
flourithing country, He did not return to Lahore, till the moath
of Mohirrim of the year that fmceeded l:us arrival - at Cath-

" mire.

. The
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"The emperor had {carce arrived at Lahore, when he received
advices, that the princes of the Decan, who had engaged to pay
4 certain tribute, had driven away, by force, the deputies who had
been fent to receive it. The refraory tributaries backed this
violent meafure with an army of fixty thoufand horfe, They
encamped at Ballapour. The chiefs of the confederates were
Nizam=ul-Muluc, Adil Chan, and Guttub. They were defcended
of the Mahommedan princes, who, at the fall of the Patan
empire, had affumed the flate and independence of princes in the.
Decan,

Jehangire, upon receiving this intelligence, immediately dif-
patched Shaw Jehdn to Agra. He gave him a commiflion to
command the Imperial army flationed in and near that city, The
prince did not continue long at Agra. He marched, on the
twentieth of Siffer, toward Brampour. His force confifted of
forty thoufand horfe. Abdul Huflein, an experienced officer,
was his fecond in command. Letters came to the prince, on his
march, from the Imperial governor of Mando, that a confiderable
detachment of the enemy had crofled the Nirbidda, and were
laying wafte the country. Abdul Huffein was immediately
detached againft them, with five thoufand horfe. That general
came up with the plunderers, defeated them, flew many on the
fpot, and purfued the fugitives to the hills, The prince himfelf
continued his route to Brampour.

Chan Chanan, who commanded at Brampour, was in a manner
befieged in that city by the enemy. They had traverfed the
provinces of Berdr and Chandeith; and fpread their devaltations
to the gates of Brampour. The Imperialifts recovered their
{pirit, upon the prince’s arrival with an army ; and the hopes of
the infurgents began to vanith. Some petty Rajas, who had
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themfelves at the feet of Shaw Jehan. ' They wére pardoned, but

' obhgtd to pay the arrear of their ‘tribute; which amounted to fifty

CHoféro de-
livered into "
the hands of
Shaw Jehin,

The Saltana

faipedls his
el gns.

lacks! * The Mahommedan p:‘m'eesr'tkemg deferted by the Hindoo
Rajas, their* troops mutiniédy and diffentions rofe'in their'coumdilss
Th’ej‘r feparated in’ d"iﬂg‘uﬁ' and defpair, cach to his 6wh fers"t'téry‘
Shaw ]‘e!rﬁn divided” his' army into five parts, and' followed *the
rebels, In the fpace of a few nionths, witliout any confiderable
adtion, he teduced the mi‘urgms to their former  obedierices

forcing them to pay the arrears of their tribute, which was ﬂa’#

fettled at the anaual fum of ﬁfty-ﬁve Iacks of mupees.

When Shaw Jehin had' received orders ﬁmn lus f‘at!ier to quell'
the difturbances in the Decan; he ‘requefted that his brother; the
unfortunate’ prince Chufere,” might 'bé pet’ inte His” hands: *'He
had often made the fame requelt before; biit to fio' efee. ! Jehan~
gire Juftly doubted his fincerity; when ke profeﬁcd, that it’ was 2
regard for a Brother that induced’ him 'to with 'to have ' Chafers
in his poffeflion. Me knew the ambition' of Shaw Jehan: he fill
had'an” affection for Chufero: Afipht Jahy' éven the’ favourite
Sultana Had gone into the views of Shaw ' Jehdn;  but'the
emperor renmained long inflexible. 'Shaw Jehdn, for fome timey
feemied to drop his defigns. ~ Hey in-the miean time, grew daily in

ortuniity of throwing

his father’s efteem; and Chulero-declined in propettion as His. |

brother rofe. 'When the alarming news-from the' Pecan arrived
at Labore, the emperor’s hopes refted all on Shaw Jehdn. * The:
artful prineey in the critical moment, renewed” his requeft; writhy
regard to Chuﬂ:ro, and he was: dehvered into hm hanvd%

a -

Jekidn, the had latcly many- reafons to alter- her opinion concern=-
ing that prince.. Her penetrating eye had pierced the veil whichi,

3 s Ke:
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JEHANGIRE,

lie had drawn over his defigns.  She faw the great lines of ambi-
tion, and an unrelenting perfeverance in purfuit of power, in all
his conduct. She communicated her fufpicions to Jehangire: fhe
told him, that Shaw Jehan muft be curbed; that he manifefily
afpired to the throne; that all his altions tended to gain popu-
larity ; that his apparent virtues were hypocrify, and not the
offspring of a gencrous and honeft mind; and that he waited but
for a convenient opportunity to throw off the mafk of deceitful
duty and feigned allegiance. The emperor was convinced ; but

it was too late. Chufero was already in the hands of Shaw
Jehin; and the latter was at the head of an.army. Silence now

was prudence; and a. melancholy anxiety fucceeded to conde-

{cending weaknefs..

Chufero, though popular on account of. the beauty of his per-
fon, and his misfortunes, was a prince of a haughty difpofition.
He was governed by furious paflions. His mind was in a per-
petual agitation, without pointing to any end. He was now

volatile and cheerful ; now dark and fullen. He often laughed:

at misfortune; he was often enraged at trifles; and his whole

condué: betrayed every mark of an infanity of mind. His judg-

ment-was little: his memory weak.. He always preferred the
laft advice, having no power of mind to diftinguifh propriety,
no retention to make juft comparifons. His defigns were there-
fore often ill-founded ; his aQions irrefolute and undecifive, and
they always terminated in difgrace and ruin.. Yet he had fome-
thing about him that commanded refpe@ in the midft of his in-
firmities.. Nobody could look at his condu@ without: difguft;
none obféerved his manner or faw his perfon without regard and.
a kind of efteem. Had he not been foured by misfortunes, he

~was naturally of a generous. and tender difpofition; but adverﬁ.ty'
flopping
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' %E‘ 1zl fopping wup the ‘current of his mind, threw O of its' ohamnel,'
M and be, at laft becamemdaﬁ’qm concermng his ‘own fate. '

: ﬁi.j;fﬁ'“ﬁ'_ Shaw Jehdn, for 1'ome txme, aﬂ"c&eﬂ to treat the uaformnatq
Chufero with attention and refpeét. But this was a delufive
gIea.m before a ﬂorrri. His defigns were not yet ripe for exect~
tion. To remove Chufero would be to no purpofe, till other
ob{tacles to his own ambition were removed. Foztune favoured |
his defigns, His fuccefs in the Decan raifed his- reputatwn- the
_plundcr of the enemy furnithed the means of gaining for. hlm
the army. They exprefled their inviolable attachment to, his
perfon and views. He threw off the mafk at once. He difre-
garded the mandates of the court of Agra; and to conipletc hig
crimes, he ordered the unfortunate Chufero to be affaffinated by
ruffians, under the walls of Azere. He affumed, foon after, the
Imperial titles; laying the foundation of his throne in a brother’s
blood.

s o Though all mankind were -cqnvinced, that Shaw Jehin was
his death.  aceeffary to the murder of Chufero, he had taken previous mea<
fures to conceal the intended crime. When he had quelled the
infugre@ion in the Decan, he became apparently melancholy, and

pretended to fall into a difeafe. | His friends were full of anxiety.

One only was in the fecret; and he began to: infinuate, that the

prince had received intelligence, that Jehangire had determined

to vaife Chufero to- the throne. He espatiated upon the: un-

certain fate of Shaw Jehdn; and upon the doubtfulnefs of

theic own fortune; as connected with that prince. One Raja

Bandory a notorious villain, underflood the meaning of Shaw

fehin’s friend.- In hopes of a reward, he went at midnight to

the tent of Chufero, and pretending a meflage from the emperor,

Lie was admitted by the attendants of the prince, without fufs

¢ picion,
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JEHANGIRE

picion. He found him faft afleep, and ftabbed him to the heart.
The favourite wife of Chufero, the daughter of the vifier Chan
Azem, came to her hufband’s tent in the morning. She found
him cold in his blood ; fhe filled the camp and the neighbouring
city of Azere with her cries. She ran about diftraced, and called
down the vengeance of God upon the murderers. Shaw Jehdn,
who had removed to the country for the benefit of the air, returned
upon the news of Chufero’s death, and fhewed fuch apparent
fymptoms of grief, that he was believed, for fome time, innocent
of the murder.

The news of the death of Chufero came foon to the emperor’s
ears. Retaining flill fome affe&ion for his unfortunate fon, he
was fhocked at the murder, and gave himfelf up to grief. He
fufpected Shaw Jehdn, but common fame had not yet fixed the
crime on that prince. Jehangire wrote a public letter to him:
and his principal officers, fignifying that he was determined to
make a firi@ and fevere enquiry concerning the affaffination ; and
that he would punifth the murderers with the utmoft rigour:
He ordered the body to be dug up from the grave, and examined.
He openly accufed Shaw Jehdn ; who, finding himfelf difcovered,.
refolved to continue in his rebellion.

The author of the life of Shaw Jehdn, afcribes his rebellion to
the violence and ambition of the favourite Sultana. That wo-
~man, fays the writer, finding that the health of the emperor
 declined, was apprehenfive that the crown would devolve on Shaw

Jehén ; who had, for fome time, been the determined enemy of
her influence and power. She, ‘therefore, refolved to ruin the
affairs of that prince; and to fix the fucceffion in the perfon of
- Sharilr, the fourth fon of Jehangire, who was married to her
own daughter, by her former hufband Shere Afkun. Her

abfolute:
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B, t62a; abfolute ‘dominion over the emperar abtained credit to her. a(per.-
f fions.  She actually procured a promife for an altera:tz'bn of the
: fucceiﬁan and it was the certain intelligence of this circum-
tance, canunucs his apaloglﬁ, that drove Shaw Jehﬁn 1w cx-

tremes, - Aok

1o wiliunde Though Shaw Jehin's defigns u'pon' the throne were no fecret,

:R‘ft.i?’f“”m ‘he did not.affume the Imperial titles till the twenty-feventh of

; _'.the i'ccond Jemméad of the one thouﬂmd and lhlrty-ﬁrﬁ of
the ngera He immediately, with a numerous mmy, took the
route of Delhi, where, at that time, his father refided.  The news
of his march flew before him, and reached the cars of _Iehanglre
“That monarch became anxious, irrefolute, and perplexed; and to
-complttc the confufion in his councils, ad.\ ices were, at the fame
time, received, 't-ha.t Shaw Abas, king bf Perfia, at the head of a
g'reat force, bad furprifed Candabar. Thc emperor was thunder-
firuck - at this double mtelhgencc of approaching - misfortune.
The xebellious prince had the flower of the Imperial army. under
his command. Jehangire, as the laft fefort, had recourfe to
policY Inftead of almmg for his own defence, he diffembled his
knowledge of his fon’sintentions. He wrote him affeCtionate letters
from day today. He praifed his forme_r_aﬁtons He commended
his prefent alacrity,in coming fo expeditionfly tohis aid againft the ~
Perfian. ; Shaw Jehin was not to be Hlattered out of his defigns.
He faw through his father’s policy, and he gradually advanced ;
but being overtaken by the rains, he was obliged to halt fome -
months at Mando, the capital of the province of Malava,

P repuilfed Shaw Jehin in his march made the firft hoflile attempt upoﬁ

Az the caftle of Agra. Inthat fortrefs was lodgeda great part of the

Imperial treafure.  Upon the news of the prince’s departure from

g Mando, the emperor fent Aﬁph Jah, the wifier, to traniport
the:
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st Mph }g,h, tha\ vifier, to: tranfport the: treafure f'rom Agla to
0 Lahgfw ‘Etabr Chan, who commanded the fortrefs, was unwil-
: lmg to rifk the tteafure on the road, as the news of Shaw Jehin’s
_.ndar approach was arrived,  The. Aimportunities of Afiph pre~
i _-miedg. Etahﬁr-» with a parzy efcorted the treafure: fome of the
enemy \,}ppeared in view, Etabar 1mmed:ately retired, with his
Tt gofivoy, to the caftle of Agra; and Afiph made the beft of his
el e 'way to Delhi, . Shaw Jehdn, immediately upon his asrival,
 ordered the , caftle 6 be. aflavlted; but Bickermajit, who com-
muﬂed the attack. was (o warmly reccwed that he was glad to
renm, with the lofs of five hundred men. The prince, enraged
"at thzs difappointment, delivered up to plunder fome of the
nobxh_ty_s houff;a at Agra; and ;hen, took the-rout of Delhi.

The pnnce having advanceé, formed his camp at Feridabid,

The city of Delhi was alarmed : the emperor perplexed, A letter,

n. the mean time, was brought to him from his rebellious fon.
'Shaw Jeh&n demanded, That the command of all the Imperial
troops ﬁmuld be given to him without referve : that orders
~fhould be fent to the governors of the provinces to receive all
thclr futurc inftruétions from his hands : that permiffion thould
{3 gwen him to receive, into his pofleflion, all the warlike flores;
' that he thould have accefs to the royal magazines and treafures to
Aupply him w:th every ncceﬂ'ary, for carrying on the war againft
Perfia: and tha.t the impregnable caftle of Rentimpour fhould

ﬂbe placed in his hands, as a place of fecurity for his family, againft

the mach.matlons of the Sultana, during his abfence in the

"

north

w}ehéngi?é was enraged beyond meafure at propofals, which, if

granted, would altually dethrone him. His refentment and
Pnde got the better of his temporizing tumdxty He iued out
'Vox.. I, (i K _ an

6s @L |
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~  A.D. 1632 an edi@ declaring his fon a rebel, fhould he not difband his

army, and return to his duty, by a certain day. Another edic

confifcated all his eftates, by recalling the grants which had been

given him, for a magnificent fubfiftence. The eftates were con=

- ferred upon Sultan Sharidr; who was, at the fame time, invefted
with a commiffiorr to carry on, with the utmoft vigour, the
Perfian war. Ruftum Suffavi, an experienced and able officer,
was placed next in command to the prince in the expedition.
Ruftum was himfelf a Perfian, a near relation to Shaw Abas,
and deduced lis paternal defcent from the Imperial family of
Suffvi.

Preparations The Imperial ediéts made no impreffion on Shaw Jehdn. The

agamhim.  emperor flew from the pen to the fword. The troops ftationed
near the capital flocked to his ftandard: others joinéd him from
the provinces. Afiph Jahand the Sultana had forefeen the ftorm,
and the adherents of the emperof were on their march to Delhi,
when the rebel prince was on his route from the Decan. Jehan-
gire, in a few days, faw forty thoufand horfe under his command.
Searce ten thoufand of thefe were of the ftanding force of the
empire, {0 that Shaw Jehdn had fill a manifeft fuperiority.

A The river Jumna, being in the dry feafon of the year fotdable,
vouss to €x= yhe ethperor croffed it 5 and both armies arrived at Belochpoor, and

cufe hiscon-

dget. remained fome days in hourly expeations of a battle. The

prince, in the mean time, endeavoured to excufe his own condud,,
by affirming, that he was driven to extremes, by the intrigues
of the Sultana againft his power. She carried, he faid, all before
her with the emperor; and to throw difgrace upon him, pés-
{uaded Jehangire to order him t6 the Perfian war, without the
neceffary fupplies -of money and warlike ftores. He, therefore,
alleged, that his demands had been made in {o peremptory a
! manner, -
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and unexpected reinforcement diffufed an univerfal joy. The
emperor cried out, That his dream was interpreted. Mohdbet
joined the army in the evening; and private orders were imme-
diately iffued to the officers to prepare for aQion by the dawn of
day.

The Imperial army was in motion while yet it was dark; and

Shaw Jehfin, apprized of their march, did not decline to engage.
He advanced apace. The two armies came in fight of .each other
oppofite to Tuglick-abad. The Imperialifts were commanded in

.chief by Afiph Jah, the vifier, who was pofted in the center.

Mohébet Chan had charge of- the right wing ; Nawafis Chan, of
the left. Abdalla commanded the advanced guards, confifting of
three thoufand horfe. The Emperor himfelf flood behind the
center; and to encourage the generals, fent to each fome pre-~
{ents, as a mark of his confidence and favour.

Some of the rebel lords, who thought they were giving gooé[
advice to Shaw Jehdn, prevailed upon him not to expofe his per-
fon in the field, Heretired to a fmall diftance; and Raja Bicker-
majit marfhalled his troops in order of battle. The Raja placed
himfelf in the center: Raja Bimé commanded the right, Darab
Chan the left wing. The a&ion was begun by the advanced
guards on both fides. Thofe of Shaw Jehin were d-efeated, at
the firft onfet, by a firange accident. Abdalla, who commanded
the advanced guard of the Imperialifts, {purring on his horfe
among the enemy, with a few officers in the fecret, joined the
rebels. His troops, miftaking their commander’s perfidy far
valour, rufhed forward to fupport him; and having engaged the
enemy hand to hand, drove them back upon their own line.

_ Afigh
i 4
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A,ﬁ, }ah ﬁook ;mmediatc advantage of the confufion oeca-
ﬁpm&i by | thmﬂlght of | Shaw Jehdn’s advanced guard, * He
p‘mﬂed forward with the center of the Imperialifts, and came to
action. wnh Rala Bickcrmapt The fhock was violent, and the
b&tﬂc nontmuad obftinate for {ome time, ° Both the commanders
mued ;nhemfélﬁes to the'utmoft, At length the fortune of Afiph
prevaair.d B;qa Bickermajit fell, pierced ‘through the head with

~an arrow.  The center of the rebels immediately fled; and, at

that inftant, Mohibet drove the left wing from the field. Raja
Btmé in the mean tine, preﬂ'cd* hard upon’ Nawafis Chany who

- comma.nd:ed the right wing of the Imperialifis. The duft was o

great, ‘that the contending armies were ‘involved in darknefs,
Thﬂy felt for each ‘other with their fivords, Nawafis was driven
from the field. - Many: of his officers were killed, and fome taken
]m‘ifthnm Raja Bimé, imagining he was returning after a com-
plete vidoryy fell in with thé troops of Afiph Jah. They mixed

undlﬁmgudhed Wxth each other.  Slaughter 'and confufion.

reigned. Wounds were inflicted ‘at 'random.” Chance governed
all, " Every individual confidered himfelf as in- the mid{t of ten

i thonfsnd' foes: « The a:nms retrea.ted to their | campa The field

!

Was lcft wthe clead. yft

Bﬂth partxes, at ﬁrﬁ, clam:cd the honour of the v:&ory, but
the confequfnccs declared: it to belong to Jehangire, Though
bmh. the emperor and Shaw Jehdn had been kept out of the line
“at the beginning of the a&tion, by the affiduity of their friends,
when the battle became hot,. they ‘mixed with their refpective
a.rmmsc . Bickermajit, obfefving the emperor,  prefled forward to
fmzc him ;. ‘but in the attempt was flain. . The fpirit of the rebels
fell with their le_:ader Shaw Jehan prefented himfelf ‘to the rine
aways in vain. Neither threats nor promifes would do. A

panic had feized them; and though:the prince cried aloud, That
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he himfelf, as ‘good and as brave an officer as Bickermajit, was
alive, they liftened not as they paflfed, and foon fled beyond
the power of hearing,

Shaw Jehan became almoft diftraéted with his misfortunes.
He refolved ferioufly to prevent future mifery and diftrefs, by an
immediate death. His adherents, however, prevailed upon him

to retreat. - He fled to the mountains of Mewat; his army falling-
off as he fled. Jehangire was the more aftonithed at his good

fortune, the more it was unexpeed. When the news of Ab-
dalla’s treachery was brought him, he had given all over for loft.
He diftrufted Afiph Jah; and he fent a meflenger to. recal him
from the front, when that minifter was upon the point of cngag-
ing the enemy. 'Fortunately for the emperor, the meflenger did
not come up to the vifier till the affair was decided. The latter
obeyed Jehangire, and brought him the news of victory.

The battle was fcarce decided, when Sultan Purwez, in confes
quence of his father’s orders, arrived from Allahabad, in the
Imperial camp,  Jehangire received him swith an excefs of joy.
The vi€tory over his rebellious fon had elevated his fpirits, and
diffipated all his fears. He fent his feraglio before him to Agra;
and raifed Purvez, under the tuition of Mohébet, to the command
of the army. Shaw Jehin, in the'mean time, with a few adhes
rents, purfued his way to the Decan ; and Purvez was ordered to
follow him with a confiderable force. The fugitive prince flopt
with his adherents, to refreth themfelves at the river Geniva.
Purvez, in the mean time, came up; a cannonade enfued, and the
Imperialifts having forced their paffage, Shaw Jehin retreated
with precipitation, '

We
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' f}_iig-izgi%- at Waflet, he found Suffvi, now the Imperial Suba, ready unexpece
‘—~ tedly to receive him. This lord, finding that prince Dawir Buxfh
and Chan Azem had lagged on their march, provided himfelf
with an army. He pofted his forces about twelve miles from
Ahmedabad. Abdalla endeavoured to turn his rear. He was
prevented by the vigilance of Suffvi ; and he, therefore, refolved
to come to battle. Dividing his army into three columns, he
advanced, in that order, upon the enemy. Nafir Chan fupported
Suffvi, with his courage and condu&. The battle was obftinate.
Many officers of rank fell on the fide of Abdalla. He was
routed, with great flaughter. He fled to Surat. The country
people cut off the greateft part of the fhattered remains of his
followers in their retreat. He foon after, with a few troops,

betook himfelf to Brampour.

~

;;‘;:”S’h‘:: The prince Purvez and Mohabet, after the affair at the river

%:};i?dfz:thc Geniva, returned to the Emperor, who was encamped under the
walls of Fattépour. The difturbances in Guzerat convinced Je-
hangire, that the flames of civil war could be only extinguithed
by the total ruin of Shaw Jehan. He, therefore, ordered Pur-
vez and Mohabet, at the head of the Rajaputs, in the Imperial
pay, to purfue the rebel and to take him alive. Shaw Jehan left
Mando, with a refolution to try his fortune in a battle. He
pafled the river Nirbidda and threw up works to defend the ford.
He was, by this time, reduced to great diftrefs. His adherents
gradually deferted him. He became tired of hoftilities which
promifed no fuccefs. He fent to his brother Purvez, for very
moderate terms. Purvez, by the advice of Mohébet, amufed him
with hopes, without coming to any determined point. The ufual '
precautions were neglected on the fide of Shaw Jehan ; and Mo~
habet, who watched an opportunity, croffed . the river and fur-
prized him in his camp. He was defeated with great {laughter.

Shaw
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Shah Jehan fled from the field, through Golconda; and then %,D- 1624,

took the rout of Orixa, to Bengal. The governor of Orixa, - e

Ahmed Beg, fled on the prince’s approach.  That province was ﬁie?:o]ég:a.
given to Kulli Chan, one of Shaw Jehdn's adherents ; whilft he
himfelf advanced to Burdwan, and took pofleffion of that difirict.
He did not continue long at Burdwan. Ibrahim, governor of

Bengal, had colle@ed all his forces to Raja Mahil, to oppofe the
unexpected invafion ; and Shaw Jehdan marched toward the place.

When the prince had arrived within a few miles of Raja Ma- ga-";m;i L
] 1d dC=-

hil, the Suba abandoned that fortrefs as untenable. He retreated, feats the

in good order; to the fort of Tellia-Gurri ; which had been built s
to defend the pafs between the mountains and the Ganges. In

the fort were a number of Europeans. He ftrengthened them

with a reinforcement of his beft troops, whilft he encamped his

army on the oppofite bank of the river. Shaw Jehdn, upon his
\arriv::tl, invefted the fort of Tellia-Gurri. He made little impre(-

fion; the Europeans being excellent gunners and engineers.

He attempted to crofs, but was repulfed, having but a few boats.
- A neighbouring Raja, however, provided the prince with a fleet

of boats; and in thefe he tranfported two thoufand horfe. Ibra-

him, finding that he was to be attacked in his camp, crofled the

river in his turn. He drew up in order of battle, againft the
‘prince ; but in the afion his troops were defeated and he him-

felf flain. Bengal fell, with the Suba, from the empire. Rumi,

the chief engineer of Shaw Jehdn, in the mean time, found

means-to carry a mine, under the fort of Tellia-Gurri, and blew

up about twenty yards of the rampire. The place was taken by

affault, and the garrifon put to the {word.

* Shaw Jehdn, after this great and unexpeéted fuccefs attending Bengal ful-
his arms, marched to Dacca, where Ibrahim, the late Suba, had g
Vou. IIL L depofited
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depaﬁtad hia Wn xnd the I:i:pgrxgl treafurﬁ. ’He no. foomef ap-,
peared before Daceay: than it furrendered. Fert}r lacks of fou~
pees were found in fpcc:g, heudra _;ewels, much fpml, and wat-
like flores,  Dacea was the laft place in Bengal, that held ous for
the emperor. - The Rajas, the hercdttary g@?ernera of dxﬂn&s,
and all thole who held eflates of the crown, crowded into the
court of the prince; and with prefents and proffers of allegiance,
endeayoured to fecure their pofieflions, The whole kingdom re-

ceived 2 new fovereign; and Darab, the fon of Chaa Chanan,
was raifed to the high office of Suba under Shaw Jchih

The amh;_tmn of the pr_mce was not tq _be confined to Bcngal
He turned his eyes upon the adjoining provinee of Behdr. He
fcarce had permitted: his army to breathe after the conqueft of
Dacca, before he'led them into Behﬁr. Muchlis Chan, the, T~
perial governor of that provinee, fled to Altahabad, at the ap-
proach of the pringe. . The gates of Patna, the capi{al' were left
open to receive him.  Fe kept his court in the Suba's palace. The
Zemindirs crowded,, from all quattersy into the city, made their
fabmifion, -ands with: prefents, obtained his favour. But what

\was of greatcr conféquence to the prince, Muban’ch, governor of

the ;mpregnable fort .of Rhotas, which had never been taken by -
foree, came and prefented to h,ma the- kpvs Sbaw Jehan was
exceedingly rejoiced at this piece of good f_ortune. He had now
a place of fecurity for his family ; and he found his mind, as.
alleviated from care, fitter .to cncounter the dangers of thc field
and the viciffitudes of fortune, '

The prince having refiored the civil government of Behir,
which had been ruined by his invalion, raifed Nmr Chan to -
the office of Suba. He himfelf took again the field. ¥ e dividead
his army into three parts, The {_xri‘_t Li¢ placed mnder the com-

mand
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~mand of Abdalla, who had been lately fo unfortunate in Guzerat.
He ordered that officer to proceed to Allahabad, with his divi-
fion ; to drive away'the Suba of Behar from thence, and to take
pofleflion’ of ithe place. Deria Chan was placed, by the prince,
over the fecond divifion. That general was ordered to reduce
the country round Jionpour. The third divifion Shaw Jehén, in
perfon, commanded. He advanced, by very flow marches to
Benaris, hearing complaints, deciding caufes, and fettling the
government of the country, as he went.

Fortune hitherto favoured the arms of the rebellious prince.
Purvez with Mohabet Chan had purfued the fugitives, from the
affair at the Nirbidda, into the heart of Golconda. - At Hydrabad
they gave over the purfuit; and began to employ themfelves in
refettling the affairs of the Decan, which the rebellion of Shaw
Jehén had very much deranged. The news of the lofs of the
“eaftern provinces alarmed Mohabet : Even Jehangire, who pafled
his time in voluptuoufnefs, with his favourite Noor-Mahil,
was rouzed from his lethargy. He difpatched exprefs after ex-
prefs to Purvez. The march of Shaw Jehdn toward the capital,
determined Mohébet to endeavour to intercept him on his way.
Hc marched with Purvez through Malava and Behir, He crofl-
ed the Jumna at Calpé, and the Ganges at Babere. The Im-
~ perial army came up with Deria, who commanded one of the

three divifions of the rebels, at Manicpour. He was inflantly
defeated ; and he fell back to Bendris. - Abdalla, at the fame time,
evacuated Allahabad, and joined Shaw Jehdn. A council of
war was called. Their deliberation was fhort, They refolved
; to give immediate battle to Purvez and Mohibet,

The refolution was: fearce taken, when the Imperialifts ap-
‘:p'carea in ﬁght-. No time was to be loft. Shaw Jehiin drew up
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« his army on the banks' of 'a brook elled Ton: ' Abdalla Gome

manded the right wing ; Nafir Chan the left; the prince him=

felf took his poft in the center.  The advanced guards were com-
manded by Raja Bimé: and the whole field was marfhalled by
Sujait Chan, ‘who was at the head of the referve in the rear.
The artillery, under the direGion of Rumi was drawn up
in one place before the center, inftead of being difpofed pro-
perly along the line. The army of the rebels exceeded forty
thoufand horfe : the Imperalifts were more in number.

Mohabet, in the mean time, was not idle, He formed in or-
der of battle the army of Prince Purvez. His fuperiority in
point of numbers, enabled him to out-flank the enemy. ‘The par-
tictlars of his difpofition are not related.~—-The afion ‘was be-
gun by the artillery on the fide of Shaw Jehin.  But more than
a thoufand fhot were expended beforc one took place : the ene-
my being yet at too great a diftance, Mohdbet would not: pes-
mit his artillery to play, till he was fure of doing execution;. The
cannonade continued near an hour. Some of Rumi’s guns were dif~
mounted, his men were driven from others, Shaw ]eh&n immedi-
ately ordered his advanced guard to charge a body of the Impe-
rialifts, who were coming forward, with hafty {irides, to feize his
artillery. ‘The two advanced parties fought with great bravery.
Thofe of Shaw Jehdn at length gave ground. Raja Bimé, who
commanded them, preferred death o flight. He flood, with a
few gallant friends, and was cut to picces,

Mohibet, obferving the defeat of the enemy’s advanced guard,
came forward brifkly, with his whole line; ‘and fell, with great
fury, on the center, where Shaw Jehdn commanded in perfon.

* The fhock was violent, but did not laft. = The prince was driven

back from his guns, which were feized by Mohébet,  Sujait Chan,
‘who
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who commanded the referve of the rebels, threw himfelf into
the interval left by Shaw Jehin’s retreat. He fought, for fome
time, with great bravery, and furnithed the prince with an op-
portunity of rallying his broken fquadrons. But Sujait was, 1n his
turn, defeated ; and driven back in great confufion. Shaw Jehdn
advanced to the charge : but advice was brought him, that Nafir
was defeated on the left; and that fome of the enemy, who had
paffed his flanks, were {een advancing in his rear.

The defperate fitnation of the prince fuggefted to him a def-
perate refolution. He advanced as if be heard not the meflen-
ger, and plunged into the thickeft of the enemy. He was fol-
lowed by five hundred horfe. This fmall body, devoting them-

{elves to death with their leader, were irrefiftible. They effected
more by defpair than the whole army had done by courage. Mo~
hébet received a check, when he leaft expeted it. He began to
retreat : but Shaw Jehan was not properly fupported. His of-
ficers confidered the battle as loft, and refufed to advance. Ab-
dalla, who had hitherto maintained his ground op the right, re-
ceived a meflage from the prince. He returned for anfwer, that
all hopes of viGtory were gone, and that the beft retreat they could
make, was now the only thing left them by fortune. The prince
was enraged. He refolved to die. His companions, féizing his hoile
by the reins, forced him from the field. He fled not, but he
was carried to the fort of Rhotas. - The rich plunder of his
camp faved him from being purfued.

Sultan Purvez and Mohabet, having ftopt for a few days torefreth
their army, after the fatiguesof a long march and an obftinate battle,
took the route of Bengal., Shaw Jehdn left his family in the fortrefs
of Rhotas. He colle@ed the remains of his defeated army. He
marched to Patna, and prepared to defend that city. He, how-

every
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