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A. D. 16?i .  The prince Morad, as before related, had been fent, un-
Ilig îooi. ^  the tu;tion 0f  his father-in-law, into the Decan. Proud,

haughty, and full of fire, he could not bear, with patience,
Decan> the controul of that lord. He poffeffed abilities, and he

knew it; and he confidered it as an infupportable hardffiip to 
have the name, without the power of government. He, upon many 
occafions, negledted the counfel given him by Shaw Nawaz; but 
at laft he added infult to contempt. Know you not,” faid he one 
day to his father-in-law, that even you, who attempt to comm and 
me, are, by the Imperial commiffion, fubjedt to my government.
Behave yourfelf, therefore, as the humble advifer, not as the proud 
dictator of my meafures.” Shaw Nawaz was enraged at this dif- 
refpedl; and he wrote letters of complaint to the emperor, who, 
without further examination, removed his fon from the govern­
ment of the Decan. He, however, conferred upon him that of 
Cabul, and removed Ali Murdan to the government of Caffi-
mirc.

Aurungzebe Morad, impatient in every ftation, did not long keep the 
befieges government of Cabul.' Aurungzebe, by the .command of the 

emperor,-made preparations for re-commencing the fiege of Can- 
dahar. Morad, inftead of affifting him with the troops ftationed 
in his own province, threw every obftacle in his way; and pre­
tended that the necelfary fervice required all the troops under his 
command. To Aurungzebe’s commiffion for taking his choice of all 
the troops in the northern provinces, his brother oppofed his own 
commiffion for the abfolute command of the forces in Cabul. Au­
rungzebe wrote to the emperor; and Morad was ordered into the 
province of Malava. Upon his removal, his brother col­
lected an army. The vifier joined him with fifty thouland 
horfe from the fouth, efcorting five hundred camels loaded
with treafure to pay the army, five hundred with arms, and two

thoufand
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thousand with other warlike (lores. The retaking of Candahar
engroffed Co much of the emperor’s attention, that he hirafelf made V*—1/--- *

a progress to Cabui to fupport the befiegers. Channa-Zad, the 
fon of Afiph Jah, was upon this occafion railed to the office of 
pay made r-gener al of the forces, Prince Suja came from his go­
vernment of Bengal to pay his refpetts to his father, Coon after his 
arrival at Cabui.

The preparations for the liege of Candahar took up a confider- Candahfc In 
able time. Aurungxebe did not appear before it, till the month of 
January 1652, He invefted the place on all tides, and began to 
make his approaches in form. But his gunners were bad, and his 
engineers, if poffible, worfe. The fiege continued two months 
and eight days, without any impreffion being made on the city.
All the warlike {lores were at length exhaufted; the army was 
difcouragcd, from feeing no end to their toil. The prince was 
afhamed; and the pofitive orders of his father recalled him to 
Cabui. Shaw Jehan, after all his expence and idle parade , return­
ed, without having effected any thing material, to Agra. In that 
city his fir ft bufinefs was to promote his children and nobles to 
honours and governments. Soliman, the fon of Dara, was 
raifetl to the dignity of eight thoufand horfe, and fent to the go­
vernment of Cabui. Aurungzebe was ordered back to the Decan.
Dara, who held Guzerat by deputy, was removed to Moultan:
Sula returned to B e n g a l; and Shaifta Chan, one of the Ions of 
the iate vifier, was promoted to the government of Guzerat, in 
the room of Dara.

S H A \y
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C H A P. V.
t

B a r a 's  jea lo u fy o f A urungzebe—H is bad fuccefs before Candahdr—
R aifed  to a p a r t  o f the Im p eria l pow er—Rebellion o f the l ia n a —
R ife and  ch a rac le r o f fum l® —D eath  o f the v if ie r  Id a r  in Gob 
conda— E xplo its o f Mahcmmed the f in  o f A urungzebe—W ar and 
redubhon o f B ijapo ur—Sieknefs ( f  the ernperoi loo  g re a t  ‘vio­
lence o f D ara—Em peror rem oves to A g ra —R ecovers—D ara  in 
h igh  fa v o u r—C arries a l l  before him  a t court.

A D. i6s*. 'T p H O U G H  Shaw Jehan, by his great attention Opon every
Hig. io6z. X  occafion to Dara, had convinced his fubje&s of his defignV— ------  ̂ .

Dara’sjea; to appoint him his fticceffor in the throne, that prince was
rungzebe. jealous of the growing reputation of Aurungzebe. The latter, in 

his frequent expeditions at the head of armies, found various 
opportunities of gaining friends, by the places of honour and 
profit which he had, by his commiflion, to beftow; and he was 
not of a difpofition to relinquilh by negligence, the influence 
which he had acquired by favours. Cool, fubtle, and felf-denied, 
he covered his a&ions with fuch an appearance of honeft fincerity, 
that men imputed his attention to their own merit, and not to his 
defigns. The penetrating eye of his father had pierced the veil 
which he had thrown over his ambition; but the implicit obe­
dience which Aurungzebe paid to all his commands flattered him 
into a kind of oblivion of his former obfervations on the duplicity 
of his chara&er. Dara had carried his jealoufy of Aurungzebe 
into a kind of averfion to his perfon. He envied him when fuc-

5 cefsful;

i *



m p c ............................................ p

3 6 V o L

S H A W  J £  H ’ A N, '  199

cefsful; and he triumphed over his misfortunes: but his exulta- ^ p .  
tion Was as fecret as his hatred, as both proceeded from fear, a . v——-v--—? 
p-affion which his foul difdaioed to own.

iiTyV/ .T ' ;.V i ' h. . . ; ; . ■ h|:| %/''»:f! ' h'' ,v ■ 1 ' .1 ' ' ' T .>
A u i..gzSbe having twice mifcarried in his attempts on Cauda- His unftc-

har, Dara wiftied to gather laurels where his rival had fail- ditipnagam li­
ed. He applied to his father for an arm y: insinuating, that Candail5r‘ 
the bad luccefs which attended his brother, proceeded from his 
want of knowledge and conduft, A very large fum was 
iflued from the Imperial treafury; and the army and artil­
lery in the provinces beyond the Indus were fubmitted to the 
command of Dara. That prince invefted Candahar. The liege 
continued five months, without any impreflion being made. The 
ftores were at lad exhaufled, the troops were difpirited, and Dara 
found h. ;nf elf under the neceffity of retreating with lofs of repu- 
pntation. Shaw Jehan was liient upon the occafion ; and even 
Aurungzebe, who triumphed in fecret over Dara’s difappoint- 
ment, attributed, in his converlation, this frefii mifcarriage to the 
ftrength of the place, more than to his brother’s want of abilities 
in war.

The unfucccftfui expedition to Candahar did not lhake the H eisfo- 

emperor’s defig n lit favour of Dara. He forefaw the tumult and polmeViuc- 
dilovder which Were likely to arife from the ambition of bis ccffbr t0 tliC

i  v  ̂ emperor*
younger fons after bis death ; and he refolvecl to habituate them, 
in his lifetime, to the authority of their elder-brother. Having 
ordered all the nobles to attend the prefence; be defeended from 
his throne, took Dara by the hand, and placed him under the.
Imperial canopy; commanding the lord of the requefts to -reach 

. aloud an ediff, changing the name of Dara into that of Shaw 
Belind Akbal, or T he E mperor;, of ex a lted  Fortune.
** Behold,” faid Shaw Jehan, “ your future prince! Upon him

we
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We leave the fuPPort o f the reputation and honour of the family
% —------ - o fT im ur.’’ Nor was this merely a ceremony. H e devolved on

Dara a part o f the Imperial power; and made an allowance of 
more than two millions a-year, for the expences of his lioufe- 
hold.

A Turkith Soon after this folemn appointment o f Dara to the fucceflion,
Shaw Jehan made a progrefs of pleafure to the city of Ajinere. 
During his refidence in that place, Zulfikar Aga, the Turkiih 
ambaflador, amved from Buffora at Surat. lie  was received with 
the ufual honours, and efcorted by a party of the Imperial cavalry 
to couit. The pi cients which he brought to the emperor were 
rather curious and rare, than valuable. He was treated with the 
higheft diftindtion ; a table was kept for him at the public ex­
pence; and he was gratified with a confiderable prefent in money 
for his own private ufe. He remained for fome months in H in- 
doftan ; and Calm Beg, an Omrah of diftindtion, returned with 
him to Conftantinople, on the part of the emperor.

Marija re- T he Maraja, who owed his throne to an Imperial decifion atrainft
bels, and is “
reduced, his elder brother, the unfortunate Amar Singh, forgot, about this 

time, the gratitude which he owed to Shaw Jehan. He ftopt the 
,  payment o f the ftipulated tribute, and began to fortify the ftrong

city of Chitor. The emperor detached thirty thoufand horfe, 
under Sadulla the vifier, to chaftife him for his infolence, 
and to demolilh the works. The Hindoo prince hung out the 
flag of defiance, and the vifier invefted Chitor. Parties were at 
the fame time, detached on all fides to lay wafte the open country.
The refra&ory prince had not the fpirit necelfary to fupport his 
rebellion. He fent, on the eleventh day, to Sadulla a moft fub- 
miffive overture o f peace. The minifter referred him to the 
emperor, who ftill remained at Ajm ere; but that monarch would

n o t
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n rt receive the letters. Orders were fent to profecute the fiege. A* P- 'G 6*s 1  ̂ liig 1065,
with vigour ; and to give no terms. The Maraja, in this extre- u— 
mity, found means to convey a prefent to Dara. That prince 
foftened his father’s refentment; and the Maraja, upon paying the 
expcnce of the war, was reinftatcd in his hereditary dominions.

The moft memorable tranfadiion of the year was the promotion Rile nf,d ,1 charaUer ot
of Mahommcd Jumla, to the rank of five thoufand horfe. He jura la. 

was recommended to the emperor by the prince Aurungzebe; and 
as he is to make a great figure in the fequel of the hiftory, there is 
a propriety in premifing fomething concerning his origin and 
gradual rife. Jumla was a Perfian, born in Ardiftan, a village in 
the neighbourhood of Ifpahan. His parents, though of fome 

'  rank, were extremely poor: he, however, found means to acquire 
fome knowledge of letters, which circutnfkmce procured for him 
the place of clerk to a diamond merchant, who made frequent 
journies to Golconda. In that kingdom he quitted his mailer’s 
fervice, traded on his own account, and acquired a confiderable 
fortune, which enabled him to purchafe a place at the court of 
Cilttub, Sovereign of Tellingana. In that ftation he behaved fo 
well that he attracted the notice of his prince, who raifed him to 
a confiderable rank in the army. His military promotion opened 
a field for the abilities of Jumla. He yielded to few in conduct; 
in courage to none. He rofe by his merit to the head of the forces 
o f  Tellingana. He led the army into the Carnatic; and, in a 
war which continued fix years, reduced that country to fubjedtion.
But when he conquered for his fovercign, he ..acquired wealth for 
himfelf. Cuttub wilhing to fhare with his general in the 
fpoil, difobliged h im ; and-he attached himfelf to the fortunes of - 
Aurungzebe, who then commanded for his father in the con- 
quered provinces of the Decan. The prince, who was an excel­
lent judge of character, law fomething e x tra o rd in a ry  in  Jumla. 

y o u  III. E> <1 He
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In ^ ’iaVi' He ôun^ tim , upon trial, a fit inftrument for his ambition ; and 
----- - he exerted all his influence at court in his favour.

Promotions. Soon after die promotion of Jumla, the eldeft fon of the 
prince Suja was fent by his father from Bengal to pay his re~ 
fpeds to the emperor. Shaw Jehan, naturally fond of his po- 
flerity, was (truck with the accomplilhments of his grandfon; 
and railed him to the rank of feven thoufand horfe. To avoid 
giving umbrage to Data, always jealous of diftin&ions bellowed . 
on his brothers, Clipper Sheko, the fecondfon of that prince, was 
promoted to the fane rank of nobility. A magnificent feftival 
was given on the occafionj at which the dependants of the two 
dignified princes affifted. Though jeaioufy prevailed in private 
between the pofterity of ShawJehan, in public there was nothing 
but harmony and affe&ion : Dara who, with the Hate of an em­
peror, polfeffed alfo a part of the power, treated the fon of Suja 
with diflinclion and refpect. His fears of the ambition of 
Aurungzebe ahforbed all his fufpicions concerning the defigns of 
bis other brothers. Suja, who w as a man of pleafure, was not fo 
formidable as the hypocritical auflerity of Aurungzebe; and the 
open valour of Morad, without the neceffary balance of prudence, 
was not an object of ferious terror.

peath and On the twentieth of February 1656, the vifier died, after
t hsrsftcr of* ■
the vifier. a fhort illnefs. He was forty-feven years of age at the time 

of his deceafe. His affiduity and ability in bufmefs recommended 
him, in an uncommon degree, to the emperor’s affections; and 
the bier of the minifter was bathed with the tears o f his prince.
His parts were rather fblid than Alining: induflry and indefa­
tigable pet feverance made up for the defeds of his genius. Ex­
perience rendered him mailer of the detail of finance ; and he 
was by habit eonverfant in the inferior intrigues, which are the

8 fprings
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fprings of adions of moment Elis mind was too much circum- A D- l6'r’- 
. . .  . Hig.  1066.
icribed in its powers, to comprehend, at one view, the great line  -----v—
of public affairs; but he could execute with prccifion what he 
could not plan with judgment. He was fond of military fame, 
but he was unfuccefsful in the field ; though neither deficient in 
condud nor deftitute of courage. Superftition, which was none 

. of the follies of the age, was the greateft defed in his charader; 
and his fandity was faid to be frequently a cloke for diflionourable 
deeds.

The influence of Jumla with Aurungzebe, was the fource of a w«r In Goi- 

new war in the Decan, though another caufe was affigned, to conda- 
reconcile the emperor to the meafure. Cuttub Shaw, fovereign 
of Tellingana and of a great part of Golconda, had, upon the 
defertion of Jumla, imprifoned the fon of that lord, and feized 
upon his wealth. Aurungzebe complained, in repeated letters, of 
Cuttub to his father ; alleging, that he was dilatory in the pay­
ment of his annual tribute to the empire. He therefore applied 
for leave to bring the refradory prince to reafon by force. The 
emperor, jealous of his authority, gave permiflion for the march 
of an army into the dominions of Cuttub. Mahommcd, the 
elded fon of Aurungzebe, commanded in this expedition ; a brave, 
an obflinate, and a haughty prince, not to be fwayed from his 
purpofe either by argument or fear.

Mahommed, at the head of twenty thoufand horfe, entered Mahommcd 

fuddenly the dominions of Cuttub; and that prince, expeding Aurungzebe 

nothing lefs than hoftilities, was totally unprepared for war. He 
fent meflengers to the camp of the Imperialifts; and paid down 
the arrears of the tribute. He, at the fame time, releafed Amin, 
the fon of Jumla ; and endeavoured to footh Mahommed with rich 
prefents. This, however, was not the foie objed of the expedi-

D d 2 tion
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H5̂ D*k ' 66’ t*0n ' dfo Impcrialifts. The fortune of Jumla was fllll in the
**-— v—- J  hands of Cuttub. A juft reftitution was de ma n d e d a n d  the lat­

ter in vain objected, that the accounts between him and Jumla 
were not fettled; and, therefore, that till they were adjufted, he 
could form no judgment of the Turn which ought to be paid. Ma- 
hommed continued obihnate, and advanced to the gates of Hydra - 
bad. When things appeared ready to come to extremities, a few 
eh efts of money and fome cafkets ofjewels were delivered by Cuttub, 
as the whole wealth of Jumla. Amin made greater claims in the 
name of his fa ther; and the prince, offended at the prevarica­
tions of Cuttub, ordered him to come out of the city to do him. 
homage, as the grandfon of his emperor and lord.

takes Hydra- The pride of Cuttub was flill greater than his avarice. His 
mind revolted againft the very idea of homage; and his rage 
overcame his prudence. Mahommed entered.. Hvdrabad. Death 
and confufion filled every ftreet, and the city was fubmitted to the 
ravages of fire and fvvord. The fpoils was great, but the deftruc- 
tion was Imraenfe. The avarice of the Imperialifts was defeated 
by their fury. The flames moved quicker than depredation; fb 
that except filver, gold, and jewels, which neither the rage of men 
nor o f fire could deftroy, nothing of value remained to the con­
querors.

and defeats Cuttub, from this fecne of daughter, tumult, and ruin, fled to
the kin got
Uoi<unda. the old city of Golconda, which flood about fix miles from H y­

dra bud. A number of his troops and many of the citizens fol­
lowed their fovereign. Mahommed immediately invefted G d -  
co'nda. Cuttub, in his diftrefs, refblved to try the fortune of the 
field. He accordingly marched out with fix thoufand horfe, 
twelve thoufand foot, and a great rabble of half-armed men, to

give
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give battle to the Imperialifts. The affair was foon decided, f ^ g 6' 
Cuttub was defeated; and the enemy entered the city at his heels. ' v — '
The horrors of war were renewed in every form. Mahommed 
waded through blood ; Cuttub threw himfelf at his feet, but he 
was not to be appeafed by fubmiffion. The unfortunate prince 
at length produced his beautiful daughter, Rizia, to the viftor, 
and he fheathed his fword. He married her in form, and a mag­
nificent feftival was held to celebrate the nuptials. Mirth was 
mixed with forrow ; and pageants of joy with the folemn funerals

of the dead.

Mahommed, after finifhing with more good fortune than repu- Returns to 

tation the war with Cuttub, returned to his father, who relided 
at Brampour. Aurungzebe wrote a pompous account of the fuc- 
cefs of his fon to the emperor; and that monaich laifcd him to 
the rank of eleven thoufand horfe. Shaifta, the fon or the late 
vifier Afiph, was fecond in command in the expedition againft 
Hydrabad; and he, as a reward for his fervices, was dignified 
with the honours of fix thoufand horfe. Jumla, who had hitherto 
remained with Aurungzebe at Brampour, charged himfelf with 
the letters of that prince to his father. His fon Amin attended 
him to court; and both were received with diftinguilhed marks 
of kindnefs and efteem. His knowledge and abilities recom­
mended Jumla, in a high degree. The place of' vifier was 
vacant by the death of Sadulla, and notwithftanding the re- 
monftrances of Dara, who was averfe -to Jumla on account of 
his attachment to Aurungzebe, that lord was invefted with 
the higheft office in the empire. The avarice of the emperor 
joined iffue, in this promotion, with the merit of Jumla. When 
he received the feals, the prefents which he made amounted to more 
than fixty thoufand pounds of our money.

The
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Ah *̂ \ tll: The emperor, loon after the promotion of Jumla, took a tour
of pleaiure toward the north. Having hunted for fome time in the

Adiishaw. forefts on the banks of the Ganges, he returned to Agra ; and, 
upon his arrival, received intelligence of the death of Adil, king 
of Bijapour. The principal officers at the court of Add, without 
aiking permiflion of the emperor, raifed the fon of the deceased to 
the throne. This conduct was highly relented by Shaw Jehan, 
who confidered the dominions of Bijapour as an appendage of the 
empire. The expedient upon which he fell, was, in lbme mea? 
lure, the fource of his misfortunes. The new vifier was or­
dered with twenty thoufand horfe into Bijapour, to depofe the 
fon of Adil, till he fhouid make his fubmiffions in the Imperial 
prefence. Amin, who wms his father’s deputy in his high office, 
remained at court to carry on the bulinefs of that department.

Death and _ In the month of November of the year 1656, died Ali Murdan,charailer of . . .
Aii Murdan. the nominal captain-general of the Imperial forces, on his return 

from Agra to his province of Cafhmire. His defedion from hi$ 
lovereign, the emperor of Perfia, and his delivering up the im­
portant foitrels of Candahar, had highly recomnrended him to 
Shaw Jelian ; and he had abilities to keep the favour which he 
had once acquired. The defjgns of Shaw Sefi again!! his life, 
were a fofficient apology for his revolt from that prince; and 
the fidelity with which he ferved his benefador, is a proof 
that neceffity was the foie caufe of his treachery. He was ra­
ther a dignified than a great charader; more fit for the fatigues ' 
of the field than for the intrigues of the clofet. He was a faith­
ful fervant to his prince, a conflant and unfiiaken friend, an adive 
and a gallant officer. A love of money, which did not amount to 
abfolute avarice, was the greateft defed of his mind; hut, were 
we to judge from the number of his dependants, he was poifelTed 
oi a generous difpofition. Being always abfent from court in

the
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the government of various provinces, he had no opportunity ‘̂ . ^ ^ 57*
for expending his vaft income; and he therefore amafled great '--- ^— *
wealth. The emperor became the heir of his fortune, which, in 
money and jewels, amounted to one million eight hundred and 
feventy-five thoufand pounds.

Intelligence of the march of Jumla flew before him to the f^japour. 
kingdom of Bijapour. Ali, the vifier of the deceafed Adil, wha 
had railed the fon of that prince to the throne, had forefee a  
the ftorm which was now gathering over his head. He levied 
forces; he fortified his difmantfed caftles and towns. Jumla, in the 
mean time, advanced to Brampour. Aurungzebe joined him with 
his forces ; and, with his ufual affedted humility, pretended to fubmit 
himfelf to the command of his father’s vifier. That minifter, 
however, was too much attached to the interefls of the prince to 
avail himfelf of his modefty; and though Jumla bore the name of 
commander in chief, the orders of Aurungzebe were only iflued 
and obeyed. The greateft harmony fubfifted between them ; for 
they reckoned this prefent expedition as a fortunate prelude to 
their future defigns.

The rapid march of the Imperialifts difconcerted the meafures Siege of 
of Ali. He had collected an army, but it was too finall and the 
troops too raw to rifque the fortune of the field. He threw a 
numerous garrifon into Bider, which is one of the ftrongeft places 
in Hindoftan. With a body of cavalry he himfelf harafied the 
enemy, leaving the command at Bider to Jan Jifli; who had been 
thirty years governor of that important'fortrefs. Aurungzebe 
arriving before Bider, reconnoitred it with great attention and 
care. He forefaw the difficulty which would attend a fiege ; and 
he endeavoured, by bribes and laf'ge promifes, to corrupt the fide­
lity of Jifli. That old officer rejected his propofals with indig­

nation
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v-----'■ trigue, prepared to enfure it by force: ,  he accordingly .made his-
approaches to Rider. -

That city On the twenty-feventh day of the liege, a mine being fprung,
taken. a practicable breach was made in the Erl! wall. Aurungzebe, 

yvifiring to makes lodgment within, the wall, ordered an aflault. It 
happened that one of the principal magazines of the place was 
under a great ball ion In tlie fecond wall, oppbfite to the breach.
The befieged having expended all their granadoes and ammunition 
in repelling the attack, this magazine was thrown open, that they 
might fupply thenrfdves with more. A rocket by accident fell 
near the door of the magazine, upon feme powder that had been 
fcattered there in the confufion. It took fire, and communicating 
with the magazine, blew up the baft ion, which was covered with 
people, and deftroyed the great eft part of the garrifon, who had 
been drawn together into that place to oppofe the enemy. The 
governor and his three fons Were numbered among the dead, 
ihe  alia Rants, in the mean time, fuffered confiderably from the 

exploit oh. I lie whole place was ex piled. T he Imperial! Its took 
advantage of the conft’ernation of thefurviving part of the enemy.
A  thick darknefs, oecafioncd by the fmoke and dtrft, covered 
Eider: Aurungzebe rufhed over the ruins; and when light 
began to appear, he found himfelf in the mid ft of the citadel.
Though there was no refiftance, death ravaged all around him; 
for even his authority could not appeafe, for fotae time, the rage 
of the troops.

A^Shaw All, who had looked on Bider as impregnable, had depofited In 
that city the greateft part of his young fovereigu’s wealth; and 
Aurungzebe acquired an immenfe treaf'ure as well as an unex­
pected reputation, from the capture of the place. The minifter,

though
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though ftruck with the lofs of his ftrongeft fortrcfs, did not give A D,
. . Hig. 1067.

ail his hopes away. He collected a numerous army of Abyilinian 
mercenaries under the walls of Kiiburga; and placed the prince 
at their head. Aurungzebe deipifed the enemy too much to 
march againft him in perfon. He detached twenty thoufand 
liorfe, under the command of Mohabet, toward Kiiburga ; whilft 
Ixs himfelf fat down before Kaliian, which, after a liege of a 
few weeks, fell into his hands. Mohabet, in the mean time, 
came to battle with Ali, and defeated his mercenary army with 
great laughter. Aurungzebe himfelf arrived in the camp foon 
after the battle, and inverted Kiiburga, where the fugitives had 
taken refuge.

Kiiburga was large and well fortified. The garrifon was nu- andfubmiu. 
merous, and made frequent fallies. They at length iffued forth 
with their whole force, came to battle, and were driven back into 
into the city with great {laughter. Thefe repeated efforts weak­
ened thofe within; but one of the generals of young Adil, who 
commanded a body of horfe, was very aCtive in haraffing from 
without, the Imperial army. He cut off their convoys; and a 
fcarcity prevailed in their camp. Aurungzebe, however, was not 
to be driven, from his deiigns. He carried on the fiege with un­
abating diligence ; and, having made a practicable breach in the 
walls, he took Kiiburga by affault on the eleventh of June 1657 
Adil, led by his minifter Ali, threw himfelf at the feet of the 
conqueror. The tribute of Bijapour was fixed at ope million. f
eight hundred and feventy-five thoufand pounds; and a great film 
toward defraying the expence of the war, was paid down by Adil.
He, at the fame time, was obliged to give up his ftrongeft forts, 
and to fettle eftates upon fome of the adherents of Aurungzebe.
That prince having changed the name of the city of Bider to that 

Vox.. HI. E e e>f
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^ P -  '^ |7* of Zifferabad, or the City of V idory, returned in triumph to Bram- 
«—■>—v——’ pour, the feat of his government.

Plans c<in- Jumla, the vifier of the empire, remained in the army during 
tween the the war againft Bijapour. After the taking of Bider, the name 
Aurungzcbe Aurungzebe appeared firft in the commiffion for commanding 

the army. The attachment and gratitude of Jumla to that prince* 
induced him to requeft the emperor to confer upon him the 
honour as well as the power in the expedition. The meafure 
belides was favourable to their concerted plans of ambition;
Shaw Jehan was now become aged ; and hisexceffes in venery had 
weakened his conftitution. The fcene of ambition was not dis­
tant ; and Aurungzebe, who had opened his whole foul to Jumla, 
had concerted all his future meafures with that'lo rd . Orders, 
in the mean time, arrived, for the vifier to return to court. Hav­
ing fworn fidelity and fecrecy to one another, the prince and the 
minificr parted at the gates of Brampour.

Emperor falls - On the feventeenth of September 1657,  Shaw Jehan was fud- 
denly feized, in the city of Delhi, with a paralytic diforder, ac­
companied with a violent ftrangury. He remained in a fiate of 
infenfibility for feveral days, and all hopes of his recovery va- 
nifhed. But by the copious bleeding preferibed by his phyficians, 
he was at length relieved. His diforder, however, returned, 
though not with the fame violence; and, on the occafion, the 
cuftomary edidt for the remifiion of the taxes due for the year, 
when the life o f the emperor is in danger, was iffued, with the 
ufual formalities. Large Turns were, at the fame time, given to 
tlie poor, and to Fakiers o f reputed fandtity, for their prayers to 
Heaven for the recovery of Shaw Jehan. The mofqucs were 
filled with the devout; and the people in general expreifed un­

feigned
- 1
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feigned grief at the danger of a monarch, under whofe aufpkious 
reign they had enjoyed protection and happineis. All bufmefs — 4
was fufpended in Delhi. Silence prevailed over the whole place; 
except when that filence was broken by anxious enquiries con­
cerning the emperor’s health. Shaw Jehan was a ftranger to the 
intereft which he poffeffed in the hearts of his fubjects, till he fell 
into a dileafe which was thought mortal by all.

The emperor being by his diforder rendered incapable of giving para aiTumea 

any attention to bufmefs, the management of public affairs fell menu 

into the hands of Dara. His father had prepared for an accident 
which might occafion a fufpenfion of government. An edi& had 
fome time before been iflued, bearing that the fignet of Dara 
fliould be confidered as equally valid with that of the emperor* 
through all the dominions of the lioufe of Timur. The prince, 
however, till Shaw Jehan fell ill, made no ufe of this extraordi­
nary power. When his father became infenfible, Dara mounted 
the throne. Warm, vehement, and precipitate, he adted the 
fovereign with too much violence. He iflued out a public order, . 
that no peribn whatever fhould prefume, under pain of death, to 
hold any correfpondence with his brothers, upon the prefent 
polture of affairs. The agents of Aurungzebe and Morad at 
court, were feized, with their papers, and imprifoned. The mo- 

* ney in their hands, on account of the princes, was locked up;
and, in fhort, the whole conduct of Dara betrayed the raoft vio­
lent fufpicions of the defigns of his brothers.

The fufpenfion of the vifier was among Dara’s firft afts of His violence 
power. He fnfpected his fidelity, as being raifed to his office 
by the influence of Aurungzebe. An Indian prince, by the 
title ofRai Raian, was made temporary vifier 3 for the commiffons 
given by Dara were limited exprefsly to the time of the empe-

E e a ror’s
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A D. 1657. ror’s illnefs. The prince, in the mean time, ordered all the 
nobles into the hall of prefence. He explained to them, with 
unfeigned tears, the hopelefs condition of the emperor. He 
hinted the ambition of his brothers; and the dangers which 
would arife to the empire from a civil war. a  The emperor,” find 
he, “ more from an idea ofjuftice, than from any fuperior affe&ion 
to me, has appointed me his fucceffor in the throne; and I find, 
in my own mind, no inclination to relinquifh what Heaven and 
my father have thrown into my hands. Thofe, therefore, who will 
Ihowthe earlieftzealinmy fupport,fhall command my gratitude. Be 
explicit and open, as I always am ; and refolve to continue faithful.
Such of you as owe favours to my brothers, will not ferve me with 
zeal. Let them, therefore, in their prudence, retire to their houfes.
I want not their pretended fupport; and I will not bear with their 
intrigues in favour of others.” The wifhes of the prince were 
commands. The lords, who had eftates in Bengal, in Guzerat, 
and in the Decan, the governments of Suja, Monid, and Aurung- 
zebe, to avoid fufpicion, confined themfelves at home.

Emperor On the eighteenth of Odober, the emperor being much reco-
carrxed to verecj Qf  his diforder, was placed by his fon in a barge, which was

ordered gradually to fall down the Jumna to Agra. The army 
and court moved along the banks of the river, with flow marches, 
under the command of D ara; who, though he palled the moll of 
his time with his father, fpent the night always alhore. Several 
arrangements were made in the greater offices, during this pro- 
grefs. Chilulla was fent back to the government of Delhi; and 
Danifmund was turned out of his office of paymafter-general of 
the Imperial forces. Amin, the fon of Jumla, had found means 

- to recommend liimfelf to D ara; and, notwithftanding that prince’s
averfion to his father, the fon was raifed to the vacant office of 
Danifmund.

z . The

*



The tour from Delhi was recommended to the emperor, for the A- P- l6sv-'( N tll̂ « IC)6i?v
re-eftablilhment of his health ; and he gradually recovered on the  ------—-»

Recovers
way. Gn the 16th of November 1657, he arrived at a palace in the 
country near Agra, and he continued daily td mend, till the 7th of 
February 1658, on which day he entered Apr:, in perfedt health.
The populace, who had exhibited their affedtion irv-iilent forrotv 
during- his illnefs, crowded round him with tumultuous joy. His 
heart was opened at the flrouts of his people; and he ordered con- 
fiderable lums to be diftributed among the poorer iort. The firft 
thing he did after his arrival in the Imperial palace, was to en­
quire for Jumla, the late vifier. He was, however, told that, 
during his illnefs, that lord had applied to him for leave to 
proceed to the Decan, and that the leave had been granted. .Fie 
fent for Dara. The prince appeared before him; and was Se­
verely reprimanded, for difiniffing fo able a . man from ah office 
which demanded abilities. “ But jumla,” laid he, “ mu ft he dif- 
graced, fince yoii will have it lb. Dara is to be my fucceffor in 
the throne; and the authority of the heir of the empire mull not 
be di minified, by the reiteration of men whom he has difmilTed 
in his dll plea fur e.'

Dara had bellowed great attention ancf care on liis father dur- Favour for. 
ing his illnefs. He fat often, for whole nights, by his fide ; and Daraj 

- watched the very motion of his eye, to fupply bin. in all his wants.
When the emperor w’as at the point of death, the prince dropt 
unfeigned tears; and he could not fupprefs his joy when the firlt 
dawn of his father’s recovery appeared. But if  Dara’s filial piety 
was great, the emperor’s gratitude was not lefs. He exhibited 
to his fon unbounded teftimonies of his affedion and regard.
H e railed him to the honours of fixty thoufand horfc; and, in 
one day, gave him jewels to J,he value of one hundred thoufand 
pounds, twelve hundred thoufand in fpecie, and an order upon cer­

tain 1
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A. O. 1658. tain revenues to the amount of three millions more. Three hun-
Hig. 1068 .  ^
w— v——« jpg j Arabian horfes, with rich furnitures, and a number of 

elephants were, at the fame time, bellowed on the prince by the 
lavifh hand of his father. “ He who prefers the life of an aged 
parent,” faid Shaw Jehan, “ to the throne of India, can never be 
fufficiently paid for his filial piety.”

aU°beforeS Though Dara laid down the name of authority at the recovery
feim at court, of his father, his influence was equal to adtual power. Soliman 

Sheko, his eldeft fon, was appointed to the command of ten 
thoufand horfe, to fupprefs fome dillurbances in the province 
o f Allahabad; his fecond fon, Cipper Sheko, was raifed to the 
government o f Behar; and Bahadur was fent as the deputy of the 
prince, to manage the affairs of the province. The Rana, Jelfwint 
Singh, who adhered to the intereft of Dara, was raifed to a higher 
degree of nobility. All means were ufed to attach the affedtions 
o f the grandees to the heir-apparent. Jaffier Chan, known long 
for his abilities, was placed in the high office o f vifier ; Mohabet 
was fent to the government of Cabul, on account o f his hatred to 
Aurungzebe; and the Rana, who had been faved from deftrudtion 
a t the interceffion of Dara, was gratified with the rich and exten- 
five province of Malava.

S H A W
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C H A P .  VI,

Caufe of the civil •war—Char after of the Emperor’s fins—Ear a 
— Sttja— Aurungzebe—Mordd■—Suja takes the field—Defeated by 
Soliman the fon of Darn—More J rebels in Guzerat—Anrungzebs 
in the Decan—Marches to B r a m p —Battle of the Nirbidda—

Preparations and objlinacy of Dara—Oppofes Aurungz'be —To- '

tally defeated near Agra— Refections.

S HAW  Jehan, after a reign o f  thirty years of profperity, found >o;|.. 
hiiftfelf fuddenly involved In trouble and misfortune,. The *-----v-----*

, . . Caufe of tha-
Perm had been long gathering: it was forefeen, but nothing civil w*«, 
could prevent it from falling. The emperor, with abilities for 
bufmefs, was addicted to pleafure ; and, though he was decifive 
in the prefent moment, he was improvident of the future. His- 
affection for his fons was the fource of the calamities which iliook 
his empire. Pleafed with their promiflng parts when young, 
he furniihed them with opportunities for exerting their talents 
in the cabinet, as well as in the field; and when they became, 
by their own merit, objects of public attention, it was dangerous, 
if not impracticable, to reduce them into private ftations. The 
unfettleu Tyftem of fucceflion to the-crown, had rouzed their am­
bition, and awakened their fears. They were to each other ob­
jects of terror, as well as of envy. They all looked forward 
with anxiety to die death of their father; and each faw in that

gloomy?
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•A'r?' gloomy point, either a throne or a grave. Their hopes and fears 
— j  increafed with their growing age.' They had provided themfelves 

agairift the important event of his demife ; and when he was 
feizecl with what was deemed a mortal difeafe, they broke forth 
at once from that filent refped, which their reverence for the 
perfon and authority of a parent had hitherto impofed on their 
minds.

Views of the The means of ambition, which their refpedive ranks in the
fons.U°rS empire had placed in the hands of each of the fons of Shaw 

Jehan, were great; but their boldnefs to carry their fchemes into 
execution was greater Hill. High-fpiritecl and intrepid, they 
wifhed for no objed which their natural courage durft not at­
tempt to obtain: they were born for enterprise, and though be­
yond meafure ambitious, they loved danger more than power.
Each was poffeffed of armies and of treafures : and, being 
rivals in fame as well as in influence, they loft all affection for one *
another, in the more violent paflions of the mind. Dara, vefted 
'■ ith his claim ot primogeniture, as well as with his father’s 
declaration in favour of his fucceflion, conftrued the ambition of 
his brothers into rebellion. Suja, in polTeflion of Bengal, was 
carried by his pride to the refolution of feizing the whole em­
pire : Aurungzebe covered his ambition with motives of religion; 
and the vehement Morad arrogated all to himfelf by his courage.
The figure which the brothers are to make in the fucceeding
feenes, feems to demand a delineation of their refpedive charac­
ters.

Charafter of - ^^ta, the eldeft fon of Shaw Jehan, was polite in his conver-
Dara. fation, affable, open and free. He was eafy of accefs, acute in

obfervation, learngd, witty and graceful in all his adions. He 
pryed not into the fecrets of others; and he had no fecret him-

felf,
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felf, but what he difdained to hide. He came fairly upon man- AD. 1658.
kind ; he concealed nothing from them, and he expeded that ----- v---- '
faith which he freely gave. Adivc, lively, and full of fire, he 
was perfonally brave; and he forgot misfortune in .the vehe­
mence of his mind ; which, negleding pad evils, looked forward 
to future good. Though elevated with fuccefs, he never was 
dejeded by bad fortune; and though no believer in a particular 
providence, he met with all the incidents of life as if they had 
been immoveably determined by Fate. In his public character, 
he was fometimes morofe, frequently haughty, always obflinatc, 
and full of pride. Self-fufficient in his opinions, he fcarce could 
hear advice with patience; and all he required of his friends was 
implicit obedience to his commands. But, with this appear­
ance of ill-nature, he was in his difpofition humane and k ind ; 
for though he was often paffionate, his rage was not deftrudive; 
and it paffed fuddenly away without leaving a trace of malice 
behind. In his private charader Dara was, in every refped, un­
exceptionable. He was an indulgent parent, a faithful hufband, 
a dutiful fon. When he returned at night to his family, the 
darknefs which had covered his brow, throughout the day, was 
difpelled; his countenance was lightened up with joy, and his 
whole converfation difplayed a peculiar ferenity and benevolence 
of difpofition. Though no enemy, from principle, to pleafure, 
he was naturally virtuous; and he filled up his leifure time wfith 
ftudy, inftead of thofe enervating indulgences, which render the 
princes of the Eaft effeminate.

Suja was humane in his difpofition, averfe to cruelty, an enemy C f Suja. 

to oppreffion. In the execution of juftice, he had no refped of 
perfons but when the natural tendernefs of his difpofition gate 
his mind a bias toward the unfortunate. Though lioneft, like 
his brother Dara, he was not fo open and free, He never told a 

V ol. III. F f  falfehood ;
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ilik ‘ till: â^ e^ood; but he did not always tell the whole of the truth. Fie
'——*-----' was mere tranquil, more clofe and referred than D a ta ; and he

was more fitted for the intrigues of party, and that management 
which is neceflary to dired the various pafhons of men to one 
point. He was generous to his friends; he did not difdain to 
hear their advice, though he for the molt part followed his own 
judgment of things. He was fond of pomp and magnificence; 
and much addicted to the pleafures of the haram. Graceful and 
adive in his own perfon, he loved in women that complete fym- 
metry o f limbs which rendered himfelf the favourite o f tliefex ; 
and he fpared no expence in filling- his feraglio with ladies re­
markable for their beauty and accomplifhments. In their focicty 
he fpent too much of his tim e; but the warmth of his conftitu- 
tion did not make him negled the neceflary affairs of life. Dur­
ing his long government of Bengal, he won the affedions o f 
the people by the foftnefs of his manners, and his exad and ri­
gorous execution of juftice ; and the country flourifhed in com­
merce and agriculture, under the protedion which he invariably 
gave to induftry. In battle he was brave ; nor was he deftitute 
of the talent's neceflary for a general; and we much attribute 
his misfortunes in the field to the effeminacy of his troops, 
more than to his own want o f condud.

or Aurung- The charader o f Aurungzebe differed in every refped from 
tliofe of his elder brothers. Deftitute of that graceful appear­
ance of perfon which rendered them popular as foon as feen, he 
acquired by addrefs that influence over mankind, which nature 
had on them bellowed. In difpofition ferious and melancholy, 
be eftablilhed an opinion of the fblidity o f his underftanding, 
even among thole who had no opportunity of being acquainted 
with his great, talents. Pliant and accommodating in his man­
ner, he gained mankind by flattering their pride; and he wrapt

up
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up lib behaviour in fuch plaufibility, that they attributed his at- A.d. i n ­
tention to their own merit, more than to his defigns. His com- 
mon con venation turned always on trifles. In affairs of moment 
he was referved, crafty, and full of diflimulation. Religion, the 
great engine of political impoftors, he profeffed in all its feverity.
W ith it he decei\ed the weak, and awed into a kind of reverence 
for his perfon, the greateft enemies of his power. Though not 
remarkable for humanity, he did not naturally delight in blood ; 
but ambition was his darling paffion, and before it vanilhed all 
the fofter feelings of the foul. Fear, which renders other tyrants 
ciuel, had no place in liis bread: ; but that provident caution, 
which wifhes to fhut up every accefs to danger, made him care- 
lefs about the lives of his rivals. He had a particular talent for 
kindling diffentions among thole who oppofed his defigns; and 
his art and cunning were more deftrudive to his enemies than his 
fword.

Morad, the youngeft fon of Shaw Jehan, was by conflitution 0 f Morad, 
lively and full of fire. W ith too much levity for bufinefs, he 
gave up his time to mirth, adion and amufement. He delighted 
in the chace; he was more fond of battle than of war. In rid— 
ing, in bending the bow, in throwing the lance, he met with 
few that could equal him in the armies which he commanded ; 
and he was more defirous of carrying the palm in the manly ex- 
ercifes of the field, than in the intrigues of the cabinet. He 
defpifed all cabals : he gloried in keeping nothing fecret. H e 
thought it beneath his dignity to command mankind by art; and 
he openly profeffed, that he difdained to owe diftindion to any 
thing but the fword. “ To poffefs a throne by the will of a pa­
rent, to owe it to birth,” laid Morad, <£ is unworthy of a great 
prince; and had not my brother fupported his pretertfions to the 
crown by arms, I would difdain to wear it.” In battle his foul

F f  S was
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a. D. ic;8. was a ft ranker to fear; he was even an enthufiaft in his love of 
danger, and flaughter was his favourite paftirae. In peace he 
was mild, though proud, liberal, affable and humane. But his 
very virtues were weaknefs ; and his fate furnifhes a melancholy 
proof, that an open generofity of fpirit is never-a match for hy- 
p o c r ify  and deceit. His fplendid qualities, however, rendered him 
popular in the army ; anti Aurungzebe, notwithflanding his fupe- 
riority of parts, owed, at laft, his fuccefs over Moratl, as much, at leaff, 
to accident as to his known talents. Such were the illnftrious corn*, 
petitors for the throne of their father.

S-uja takes Suja, who had poffeffed the government of Bengal for many
Sl,tt‘elJ' years, was the lirft who appeared in the field, upon receiving in­

telligence of the dangerous illnefs of Shaw Jehan. lie  excufed 
his meafures by the violence of Dara. He was informed, that 
he had nothing to expect from his brother fhould he pofiefs the 
throne,but imprifonrnent, or even death; and he affirmed, that 
necefiity had rendered rebellion lawful. The refburces which 
Suja poffeffed, promiled fuccefs to his enterprife. He had accumula- 
ted treafure, and levied an arm y; and, though his agent at court 
tranfmitted to him accounts o f his father’s recovery, he affedted 
not to credit the intelligence. When he pitched his tent in the 
field, he Blued out a manifeffo, which bore that Shaw Jehan was 
dead; and that there were violent fufpicions of Dara’s being 
aCceflary to his death. Though lie received letters from the hands 
of his father, announcing his recovery, he alledged that they were 
a forgery by Dara to amufe him, and to divert him from His in­
tentions of revenging the death of the emperor on the parricide.
The enemies of Dara contributed by their letters to make Suja 
perfift in his resolution*.

Dara.
i  ■
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Dara had the earlieft intelligence of the defigns of his brother ; Â -  jjg*- 
and he made the neceffary preparations againft him. His fon 
Soliman, had marched with ten thoufand horfe, to quell fome Soliman 
difturbances in the province of Allahabad. Dara ordered a rein- Shek°* 
forcement to fall down the Jumna, and to join Soliman. Raja Joy 
Singh and Debere Chan commanded the detachment, and they 
had pofitive inftrudions, after joining the prince, to flop the pro- 
grefs of Suja to the- capital with the fword. The emperor, how­
ever, repented of orders procured from him by the violence of 
Dara. He was averfe to a civil war ;  and he fent fecret direc­
tions to Joy Singh to endeaVour to induce Suja to return to 
his government of Bengal. Thefe diredions were fcarce dif- 
patched to the Raja, when advices arrived at court that the prince 
Morad, who commanded in the kingdom of Guzerat, was pro­
claimed emperor by the army ; that the receiver-general of the 
Imperial revenues, in oppofing the ufurpation, had been flain in 
battle ; and that Morad, having negociated a coniiderable loan 
with the bankers of Ahmedabad, had coined money in his own 

name.

The intelligence of this fecond rebellion haflened Suja in his Suja furpriz- 
meafures. He wifhed to be the firft of the competitors who camp, 
fhould arrive at the capital; and he therefore moved his camp 
to Benaris. When he was bufy in conflruding a bridge of 
boats for eroding the Ganges, Soliman appeared in fight on 
the oppofite fhore with his army. A negociation was fet cm 
foot with Suja by Joy Singh j and it was at laft agreed, that 
the prince fhould return to his government, and difband his 
army. The adive fpirit of Soliman did not relifh this precarious 
pacification. Joy Singh, without his participation, had fettled the 
terms with Suja ; and he did not think himfelf bound by a truce, 
in which he had no hand. He changed his ground, and moveck a

few
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A D. i6*8. few miles up the Gauges. The river by an extraordinary
Hig. 1068. 1 * . . ■ J
\_—y—..j  drought was remarkably low. Soliman, to the aftoniffiment of

every body, difeovered a ford by which the cavalry could pals.
The circumftance was too favourable to the inclinations of the 
prince, not to be turned to immediate advantage. In the night 
he forded the river ; and, when day-light appeared, fell fuddenly 
on Suja’s camp.

and defeated.. Suja, who confidcred the Ganges as an infuperable barrier, per­
mitted hisnfelf to be completely furprized. The ffioufs of the 
army, the dalhing of fwords firft rouzed him from Deep. He 
flatted from his bed, ieized his arms, rulhed forth, and mounted 
his horfe. When he looked round him, he beheld nothing but 
confuiion and terror, and daughter and flight. His voice was 
not heard in the tumult ; and if heard, it was not obeyed. The 
crowd around him was great; but his army was too much agi­
tated by fear tc» be reduced to any form. As no man could truft 
to another, each endeavoured to provide for his own iafety by 
flight. The daughter of thofe who flood, retarded the enemy in 
their purfuit of the fugitives. Suja, with lome of his officers, 
fought with courage; but they were, driven into the river; and 
the prince with great difficulty made his cfcape in a canoe, and 
fell down the ftream without flopping, tell he reached Mongeer. 
Soliman, after his vi&ory, marched into Bengal, and befiegedSuja 
in the fort of Mongeer. But we mull turn our attention to ano­
ther quarter of the empire.

Aumngzcbe Aurungzebe, as has been already related, returned to
hears of his Brampour after having finiihecl the war In Tellingana. He did 

not continue long in that city. He took up his refidence in a 
town in the neighbourhood of Dowlatabad, which he had re­
built, and called after his own name .Aurangabad. In this place

he
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he received the firft news of his father’s illnefs; but three 
months relapfed before he heard any further 'intelligence from 
court. Dara, who was refolved tp eftablifh himfelf firmly on the illnefs. 

throne in cafe of the dernife of Ins father, had placed guards 
on all the ferries and highways; at the fame time ifliiing orders 
to all the officers of the cuftoms, and the commandeis of difhuds, 
to flop all letters and travellers. Thefe circumftances induced Au­
rungzebe to believe that his father was dead ; and he began 
to levy forces for Ms own fecurity. In the midft of his pre­
parations, letters were received from Morad, who commanded in 
Guzerat. That prince informed Aurungzebe that Dara had 
ufurped the throne, and was taking meafures for cutting off his 
brothers. He therefore propofed .that they ffiould join in their 
own defence. Aurungzebe embraced Morad’s propofal with joy.
He knew his own fuperior abilities, which were more than a 
match for the open valour of Morad ; and he hoped, that if by 
his affiitance he could defeat Dara, his own way to the throne- 
would be paved.v. A negociation with Morad was opened, and the 
preparations for war continued.

Jumla, who had been difmiffed from the office of vifier by Dara, Gains over 
arrived in the mean time from Agra in the Decan. Shaw Jelian 
having difapproved of that lord’s being turned out of his di- 
partment, endeavoured to gratify him in fome other w ay ; and 
had, for that purpofe, given him the command of a conliderable 
body of troops, to reduce fome places which flill held out in the 
lately conquered provinces. Dara, who was jealous of Jumla’s 
known attachment to Aurungzebe, kept his family in the capital as 
the hoftages of his faith. Jumla, pitching his camp in the 
neighbourhood of Aurungabad, was informed of Aurungzebe’s 
preparations for war. He fent him a meffage, informing him 
that the emperor was recovered, and had refumed the reins of go-

<2 vernm ent.
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A„P- vemment. The prince, aftpmflied at the cotdnefs of Tumla, fent
iiig* 100o . *'

-----’ to demand a conference: but that lord, fearing the fpies o f
Dara who were difperfcd over the camp, refufecfto wait upon a 
man, who was arming again ft his fovereign.

tumla Aurungzebe penetrated into the caufe of this cautious con-
dud. He knew that he was attached to his intcrcft; and that 
it was only the fear of Dara’s refentment againft his family, pre­
vented him from joining with alacrity in his own views. He 
therefore had recourfe to art, Mahommed Mauzim, the fecoml 
fon of Aurungzebe, was a great favourite with Jumla. That 
prince was fent to vifit him with proper inftrudions from his fa­
ther Mauzim, who was then about: feventeen years of age, pof- 
feffed a part of Aurungzebe’s addrefs. He waited upon Jumla 
in his tent, without any previous notice, and was received with 
great kindnefs and diftindian. When night was coming on,
Jumla put the prince in mind of the time p and Mauzim told 
him, that having waited upon him without either the permii- 
fion or knowledge of his father, he was afraid of returning 
without the cuftomary honour of being attended by the per- 
fon to whom he had paid the vifit. Jumla, who was afham- 
ed of being defedive in point of politenels, agreed to accom­
pany Mauzim home. When they came to the prince’s apart­
ment, Jumla fignified liis intention of returning; he was, 
however, perfuaded to enter. Mauzim retired, and his father ap­
peared. He earneftly infilled, that Jumla with the army under his 
command, fhould join in his deligns upon the throne. That lord 
excufed himfelf, on account of his family, who were in the hands 
of Dara. It was at length ageeed, that the perfon of Jumla fhould 
be feized ; and an order iilued for confilcating all his effeds.
This expedient fecurecb him the refentment of both par­
ties j and a door of reconciliation was left open, whichever

fide
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fide fhould prevail The troops, Toon after the imprifonmcnt of iM- 
their general, joined the ilandard of Aurungzebe. v J -v -w '

On the fixteenth of February 1658, Aurungzebe marched from Marches 
Aurungabad with twelve thoufand horfe ; leaving his fecond fon rungabad,
Mauzim with a fufficient force for the protection of the Decan, 
from whence he intended to derive his fupplies for the war.
Nijabut Chan, defended in a diredt line from Timur, com­
manded his vanguard, and took the rout of Brampour. lie  him- 
felf followed with the main body, and arrived on the firft of 
March at that p'ace. He remained at Bi-ampour near a month, 
for an anfwer to the difpatches which he had feat to Guzerat to his 
brother. His propofals to that prince were fo obvioufly hypo­
critical, that only the open fpirit of Morad, who, being full 
of honefty himfelf, fufpedled no guile in others, could be for a 
moment deceived. He profeffed in his letters, that he had al ­
ways been his affectionate friend ; that Dara, from his natural 
weaknefs, was incapable of holding the reins of government, be- 
fides that he was from principle indifferent about all religion; 
that Suja, with abilities little fuperior to Dara, was a heretic, 
and by confequence unworthy of the crown. •“ As for me,” con­
tinues Aurungzebe, “ I have long fince dedicated myfelf to the 
fervice of God. I defire only for that fafety and tranquillity, 
which fuits the fervency of my devotion. But I will with my 
poor abilities affift Morad to take polTeflion of a feepter, which 
the united wifhes of the people of Hindoftan have already placed 
in his hand. Morad may then think of his faithful Aurungzebe, 
and kflign him a quiet retreat, for paffing the remainder of his 
life in the aufterities of religion.”

s »

Morad, who, with his fplendid qualities, was felf-conceitrd and HJs mana?e. 
vain, aferibed Aurungzebe’s moderation to his own fuperior 

V ol. III. G g merit.
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A. D. i6s8. merit. He wrote back to his brother, that he was ready to join 
,lllS: , - 6^  him with all his forces ; and, for that purpofe, was preparing to 

march from Ahmedabad. On the twenty-fecond of March, Aw~ 
rungzebe having received the difpatches of Mould, left the city of 
Brampour, and took the rout of Ugein, where the brothers had 
preconcerted to join their forces. Arriving on the banks of the 
Nirbidda, he was informed that the Maraja, Jeflwint Singh, had, 
on the part of Dara, taken pofleffion of Ugein, with feventy 
thoufand horfe. He was beyond meafure -aftoniffied, that the 
enemy had not fent a part of his army to guard the palfage of the 
river, which might have ftopt his progrefs. He, however, with 
his fin all force durft not crofs i t ; and he encamped on the oppo- 
fite banks in anxious expeftation of the arrival of Morad.

Oppofcd at The Maraja, inftead of attacking Aurungzebe with a force 
theNirbidda. promifed a certain victory, when he had advanced within

ten miles of the rebels, took pofleffion of a woody hill, on the 
top of which there was an extenflve plain. In this place he in­
trenched his army ; and contented himfelf with detaching fly­
ing fquadrons to awe the enemy from eroding the river. The 
conduct of the Maraja, who was perfonally brave, proceeded 
in a great meafure from his pride and arrogance. l ie  was 
heard to fay, That he waited for the junftion of the brothers, 
that he might in one day triumph over two Imperial princes. 
Aurungzebe owed his fafety to this unaccountable folly. His 
{’mall army, when he arrived on the banks of the Nirbidda, was 
fo much fatigued with the march, and fpent with the exceffive 
heat of the weather, that he might be routed by an inconfi- 

> . derable force.

A few days after Aurungzebe’s arrival at the Nirbidda, the van
Mor..d, 0f  Morad’s anny enfei’cd his camp. When they were firft feen,

, on
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oa a rifiag ground near the army of Aurungzebe, the enemy ftruck A. Di !?i,;8*10OB.
* his tents* and advanced toward the banks of the river. Aurung- v---------

zebe di (patched a meffenger to haften Morad, who was hill about 
fifteen miles diftant. He himfelf, in the mean time, refolved to 
take the prefent opportunity to pafs the river, which by the late 
extreme drought had become fordable. He placed, therefore, his 
artillery, which was worked by fome Frenchmen in his fervice, 
on a riling ground, and entered the river in columns, under his 
own fire. The Maraja, trufting to the height of the banks and 
his advanced-guard, who were already engaged with the enemy, 
contented himfelf with drawing up his army in order of battle at 
a diftance. Aurungzebe, having forced the p ullage of the river, 
encamped on its bank; and the next day he was joined by Mo­
rad, who had left his army on their inarch. The brothers, after 
a long conference, refolved to attack the enemy by the dawn of 
the morning; whilft orders were lent to the forces of Morad,

- who were not yet arrived, to hold themfelves in readinefs for ac­
tion. -

The Maraja, by his fcouls, being apprifed-of the motions of the -April 22, de­
rebels, was ready to receive them. He drew up, before day-light, raja! ? 
his army in order of battle, to he ready to accommodate his dil'po- 
fitions afterwards to the appearance of the enemy’s line. He ac- 1 
cordingly began the action with the Mogul cavalry, but thefe were 
foonrepulfed by the veteran troops of Aurungzebe. The Maraja, 
who forefaw the difeomfiture of the Moguls, fhewed behind them 
the front of thirty thoufand of his native troops the Rajaputs, in 
whom he chiefly confided. Aurungzebe, upon feeing this formi­
dable body, drew back from the purfuit, and reftored his line.
The Maraja advanced with impetuofity, and the prince met him 
half way. The (hock was extremely violent; and th,e rebels were 

*on the point of giving way, when Morad, with his troops, juft
G g 2 arrived

-'p /:> V - ' ’ ’■ " . ,v_v tr



A. D. 1658. arnved on the field, attacked the enemy in flank. The vie-
Hig.' 1068.
v-— v— tory was fnatched from the hands of the Rajaputs : their prince 

difdained to fly. The wings were broken and ruined; but the 
center, animated by the prefence of their prince, flood its ground.
Slaughter and danger increafed every moment. Morad was irre- 
fiftible on the right flank; and Aurungzebe, who had been on the 
point of retreating, advanced again to the charge. The Rajaputs 
behaved with their ufual bravery ; but they were furrounded on all 
fides. The adion became mixed and undiftinguilhed. Friends 
were miftaken for foes, and foes for friends. Uncex-tainty would 
have fufpended the fword, but fear made it fall every where.
About the fetting of the fun, the field, covered with ten thoufand 
dead bodies on the fide of the enemy, was left to Aurungzebe and 
Morad. The Maraja, after the battle was over, drove his chariot, 
by way of bravado, quite roiind the army of the vidors; and 
when it was propofed to Aurungzebe that a party fhould be de­
tached in purluit of that prince, “  No,” he replied, “ let the 
wounded boar have time to fly.”

Mafculine The bad fuccefs of the Maraja proceeded not more from his own
behaviour o f .
the Maraja’s folly, than from the addrefs or Aurungzebe. That prince had his
wife* •emiflaries in the Imperial camp, who infinuated to the rigid Ma- 

hommedans, that fhould the Maraja prevail, their religion would 
be at an end in India. The Mogids accordingly made but a 
faint refiftance; and the whole weight of the adion fell upon the 
Rajaputs. The Maraja, after his defeat, was afhamed to appear at 
court. He retreated to his own country; but his wife, a woman 
of a mafculine fpirit, difdained to receive a hufband not covered 
with victory. She {hut the gates of her caftlc againfi him. He 
in vain remonfti’ated, that, though unfuccefsful, he had fought 
with the bravery of his anceflors, as appeared from the number of 
the {lain. “ The flain,” find {he, “ have left Jeflwint without an

excufe.

C l ' *** <SL
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excufe. To be defeated is no new thing among the Marajas, but A. G* j£$®»
to furvive a defeat is new. Defcended from their blood, adopted u —lv—.—>
by marriage into their hoiife, they left their glory in the hands of
Jeffwint, and he has tarnilhed it with flight. To be the meffenger
of the ruin of his armies, to- fhow the world that he fears death
more than difgrace, is now become the employment of my huf-
band. But I have no hufband. It is an irnpoftor that knocks at
our gates. Jeffwint is no more. The blood of kings could not
furvive his lots of fame. Prepare the funeral pile! I will
join in death my departed, lord.” To fuch a pitch of enthu-
fiafm had this woman carried her ideas of valour. She hetfelf
was the daughter of the late Rana, and Jeffwint was of the
fame family. He, however, prevailed upon her to open the gate
ofthecaftle, by promifmg that he would levy a new army, and:
recover from Aurungzebe the glory which he had loll to that
prince.

The princes, after their vidory over the Maraja, entered Ugeiu Aurungzebe 
in triumph. Morad, who loved battle as a paftime, was unwill- '̂"eiaT 
ing to flop in that city ; but Aurungzebe convinced him that it 
was neceffary to refrefh the troops for a few days, after the fa­
tigues of along march, and the toils of an obftinute adion. He 
at the fame time informed him, that time fliould be given to their 
vidory to work upon the fears of the enemy. “ Betides,” faid 
Aurungzebe, “ there are thirty thouland men in the army of 
Daxa, whom Tintend to gam over to my ititereft. before, we fhall 
again engage.” The* true caufe.of this delay was a want of in­
formation of the real. Hate of the court of Agra. If Dara was the 
iovereign, Aurungzebe bad no doubt of carrying all before him, 
on account of the unpopularity of that prince among the nobility; 
but-if the rci»s of-government-had reverted into the hands, of 
Shaw Jehao, who was,in a manner, adored both by tbe army and 

, • ' , j . ■ the* -
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liig.joes!’ PeoP^e’ lie was fare that even his own troops would defert him
v---- 1 fa a day of battle. He had fent privately exprefles to his friends

at Agra, and he waited for their return.

rerplexity of The news of the battle near the Nirbidda arrived, in the mean 
the emperor, ,

tune, at court. Dara was enraged at the Moguls, from whofe 
cowardice or perfidy the rebels derived their fuccefs. The empe­
ror himfelf was perplexed beyond meafure. He was fenfible of 
the determined refolution of his rebel fons; he dreaded the 
violence of Dara. He faw nothing but misfortune before him, 
and fome dreadful calamity hanging over himfelf and his family.
The eager preparations of Dara for another battle, alarmed 
him as much as the approach of the rebels, A vidtory would 
make Dara mailer of the empire : a defeat would throw himfelf 
into the hands of thofe whom he oppofed. His mind flew 
from one refolution to another, and he could fix on none. The 
profpedl was gloomy before him; and feeing no point on which 
he could reft his hopes, he left all to chance.

Preparations Dara, with the natural activity and vehemence of his temper, 
prepared, with redoubled vigour, for the field. He palled like a 
flame through the capital, and kindled thoufands into an eagernefs 

;v equal to his own. When the firft news of the defeat of the Maraja
Came to court, Dara fent an exprefs to his fon Soli man, who be- 
fieged Suja in Mongeer. He defired him to make the bell terms 

, which the urgency of the times would admit with Suja, and to
return to Agra by forced marches. A negociation was opened ac­
cordingly with the befieged prince. His neceflities made him 
liften, with eagernefs, to a treaty. Soliman, in the name of the 
emperor, reinftated him in the government of Bengal, after hav­
ing exacted from him a folemn prom-ife of taking no farther part 
in the war. He himfelf marched, night and day, to reinforce his 

, 5 father;
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father.; and had he arrived in time, Aurungzebe might have given
his hopes to the wind. Sohman was then in the twenty-fixth —v— •
year of his age; graceful in his perfon, and vigorous in his mind.
Nature feemed to have formed him for war. He was brave in 
a&ion, fedate, and poffeffing himfelf in the greateft dangers. He 
Was generous in his difpofition, liberal in his fentiments, pleading 
to his friends, humane to his enemies. He poflefled the fire and 
warmth of Dara without his weaknefles; the prudence of Aurung- 
zibe without his meannefs and deceit. .

The Imperial army, in the mean time, marched out of Agra ^ho matches 
trader the conduct of Dara. The emperor became more and more run^beund. 
perplexed, as matters approached to a decifion. He knew that 
the nobles loved not Dara: he knew that the belt troops were 
abfent with Soliman. One expedient only remained, and that, if 
followed, would have infured fuccefs. He ordered the Impe- 
rial tent to he pitched without the walls; declaring, that he 
would take the field in perfon againft the rebels. His f iends faw 
an end to his troubles in this refaction. His own army to a man 
would die in defence of his power; and even the troops of Au- 
rungzdbe and Morad had openly declared, that they would not draw 
their fwords agaitift Shaw Jehan. The infatuation o Dara pre­
vented his father’s defigns. He had recourfe to intreaty, and 
when that failed, to commands The emperor, whofe intelle&ft
had been in feme meafure impaired by his illncis, was, at firft,
fhocked at the dbftinacy of Dara. That prince, whole filial piety 
was even greater than his ambition, waited upon his father. He 
threw himfelf at his feet, and earneftly requeued that he would not 
endanger his health by taking the field; as, upon his life, the . 
profperity of the empire depended, in days of fe much trouble. ^

». ' f ■, ' 'The



A. D. i6;8. The emperor, having yielded to the intreaties of Dara, conjured
Hig. 1068. . . .  . ...
<i__—v— u  him, though bent on war, to avoid coming to adtion till the a m -
toTby hiICri val of his fon. The malignity of his fate prevailed alfo over this 
lather. advice. He faid not a word to his hither ; but his countenance

exprefled chagrin and difcontent. “  Then go, my fon,” faid 
Shaw Jehan, “ but return not without victory to me. Misfor­
tune feems to darken the latter days of your father; add not to 
his grief by prefenting yourfelf before him in your diftrefs, left 
he may be induced to fay, That prudence, as well as fortune, 
were wanting to Dara.” The prince had fcarce parted with his 
father, when news arrived of the march of the rebels from 
the city of Ugein. Dara placed himfelf immediately at the head 
of the army, which confifted of one hundred thoufand liorfe, with 
a thoufand pieces of cannon. He advanced haftily to the banks 
of the river Chunbul, which is twenty miles from Agra. A ridge 
of mountains, which extend themfelves to C.uzerat, advance into 
the plain country, along the Chunbul, to within twenty-five miles 
of the river Jumna ; and this pafs Dara occupied with ftrong lines, 
ftrengthened by redoubts, which were mounted with artillery.

Aurungzebe Dara had not long remained behind his lines, when the princes, 
ofthVimpe”  on the firft of June, appeared on the oppofite bank of the Chun- 
june™7’ bul, and pitched their camp within fight of the Imperial army.

Aurungzebe reconnoitred the fituation of the enemy, but he was 
not to be forced. His army confifted not of forty thoufand men; 
and they were fatigued with the heat of the weather and the length 
of their march. But there was no time to be loft. Soliman, co­
vered with laurels, was approaching faft with the flower of the 
Imperial army, to fupport his father’s caufe. No hopes prefented. 
themfelves to Aurungzebe; and he became, o f a hidden, fallen, 
melancholy, and perplexed. To retreat was ruin : to advance de- 

v ftruCtion. He was loft in fufpence. Morad, with his ufual love
of
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of arduous undertakings, was for forcing the lines; but a letter
from Shaifta, the fon of Afiph Jah, and who was third in com- v—-v -—»
mand in the Imperial army, broke off that meafure, by prefenting
a better to the brothers. This treacherous lord informed An-
rungzebe, that to attempt the lines would be folly, and that the
only means left him was to leave his camp Handing to amufe
Dara, and to march through the hills by a bye-road, which
two chiefs, who were diredcd to attend him in the evening*
would point out. The princes clofed with the propofal. The
guides joined them in the evening, and they decamped with the
greateft filence, leaving their tents, baggage, and artillery under a
ftrong guard, who were to amufe the enemy. The army moved
about thirty miles that night; and the next day they were, difco-
vered by the fcouts of Dara, in full march toward Agra.

Dara decamped from his lines with precipitation, leaving the Dara’s order 
greater part of hts cannon behind him. By a forced march he june5. * 
pulhed between the enemy and the capital; and on the fourth of 
June he prefented himfelf before the rebels. On the morning of the 
fifth, the prince ordered the army to be formed in order of battle.
Ruflura Chan, an experienced general from Tartary, marfhalled 
the field. The artillery was placed in the front, joined together 
with chains to prevent the paflage of the cavalry of the enemy.
Behind the artillery flood a number of camels, mounted with fmall 
fwivels, which the riders of each camel, without lighting, could 
charge and difeharge with eafe. In the feat were drawn up the 
mufqueteer3 in three lines; and the two wings were formed of 
the cavalry, armed with bows and arrows together With fabres.
One third of the cavalry formed the referve behind the lines.
Dara placed himfelf in the center, mounted on a lofty elephant, 
from which he could command a view of the field. The treache­
rous Shaifta took the command of the right wing; and that of the

Vol. III. H  b left
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^ }p  , £ /  left was deffined by Data for Ruftum. That officer, who was ac~ 
c knowl eged the moft experienced commander in Hincloftan, was.

actually at the head of the army. He bore the commiflion of cap­
tain-general, and all orders were iffiued by him. He reprefented 
to Dara, before the action commenced, that he intended to place 
himfelf at the head of the referve in the rear, where he might di­
rect the movements of the field, and'iffue out his. orders as the ci;~ 
cum fiances of affairs might require. “ My pofl,” faid Dara, “  is. 
in the front of battle; and I expedt that all my friends ihall par­
take of my danger, if  they with to xhare the glory which I hope 
to obtain/’ The generous, and. intrepid, fpirit of Ruffum was of­
fended at this refle&ion. H e anfwered with a ftern countenance 
and a determined tone of voice, « The front o f battle has been 
always my poll, though I never contended for an empire; and if 
I wifhed to change it to-day, it was from an anxiety for the for­
tune of Dara.’’ The prince was (truck with the impropriety of 
his own conduit. He endeavoured to perfuade Ruftum to remain 
at the head of the referve; but he went beyond hearing, and 
placed himfelf in the front of the left wing.

Xhngl,eLAU' Aurungzebe. on the other hand, having marital led his army in­
to order of battle, requeued of Morad to take the command of the 
center. He committed the left wing to his ion Mahommed, and 
he placed himfelf on the right. Mordd was aftoffiihed, and pleafed 
at the eafe with which Aurungzebe affigned to him the poft of ho­
nour. But the crafty prince had two reafons for his conduft,
Morud was haughty, he had affumed the Imperial titles, and 
though, out of a pretended complaifance to his father, he had laid 
them down, he looked forward with undeviating ardour to the 
throne. It was not the bufinefs c f Aurungzebe to offend him at 
.his critical juncture. But his other reaion was equally prudent, 
iiuftum commanded the left wing of.the enemy; and he was the

moft
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ftioft renowned general of the times. H e had palled many years A. 0 . t<M. 
in the fervice of the Tartars and Perfians, being bred up to the ^ J  
the field from his youth, in which he had always eminently dif- 
tinguilhed himfelf. He had been prefent in one hundred general 
actions; he was habituated to danger, and perfed matter of his 

j own mind in the moft defperate fituations. Aurungzebe there­
fore could not truft the experience of Ruftum, againft the con- 
d u d  of any but his own.

Both lines began now to move from wing to w ipg; and the ar- The battle 
tillery opened on both fides. Ruftum advanced, on the left, with begins’ 
a  hafty pace, directing the march of his troops by the motion of 
his fword. Aurungzebe ordered a part of his artillery to point 
toward Ruftum ; and that general received a cannon-ball in big 
breaft, when he had advanced within five yards of the enemy.
The whole wing ftopt at the fall of Ruftum ; but Sitterfal, one of 
the chiefs of the Rajaputs, at the head of five thoufand horfe, fell 
in, fword in hand, with Aurungzebe. Shaw Mahommed, who 
commanded under the prince, oppofed the Rajaputs with great 
bravery. A lharp conflid enfued; and the Rajaputs began to file 
off, when their leader engaged perfonally with Shaw Mahom- 
med. The Rajaputs ftrove to cover their chief, but in vain; he 
was cut down by the fabre of Mahommed. The whole wing fell 
into diforder, but did not fly ; and a promifeuous {laughter cover* 
ed the field with dead.

Dara> mounted on his elephant, in the mean time advanced with Dara’sbrv* 
the center. He was obferved by his army to look over all the line, r? ' 
and they gathered courage from his intrepid demeanor. A part of 
the enemy’s artillery was oppofed to the very point where Dara 
advanced. A heavy fire was kept up, and his fquadron fell into 
a kind of diforder; but when he waved his hand for them to ad-

^  h z  vance*
. • V.—>
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vance> f te tie fu m e d  their ranks, and followed him with ardour;
v---- -— Before he could come to blows with the enemy, a fecond volley

occafioned a fecond diforder. He however flood up on his ele­
phant, anc!, without any change in his countenance, called out 
with a loud voice to advance with fpeed. H e himfelf, in the mean 
time, fv.ll in  w ith the hrfl i.inc of Morsd> t ie  rulhed through with 
lus elephant, and opened a way for Ins horfe, who, preiling into 
the heart o f the enemy, commenced a great daughter.

Wwy, T he whole center under Morad was broken, and the prince
himfelf was covered with wounds. H e endeavoured to lead his 
troops again to the charge; but they were deaf to his commands.
H e ordered his elephant to be- driven among the thickeft o f  the 
enemy ; being determined to fall with his fortune, or, by a brave 
example, to re-animate his dying troops with hopes of recovering 
the day. H is  boldnefs was attended with fuceefs. His fquadron 
feeing the enemy furrounding their prince, were alhamed of their 
terror, and poured around him. Arib Dafs, an Indian chief, 
thrice ftrove to reach Morad with his fw ord; but he did not fucceed, 
on account of the height o f the elephant. He, however, cut die pil­
lars which fupported the roof of the Amari or caftle, which falling 
upon the'prince, incumbered him in fuch a manner, that he could' 
not defend himfelf. He however difengaged himfelf, and dealt 
death with his arrows on ever) fide. In the mean time M ahcm - 
med, the ion o f Aurungzebe, was fent by his- father's orders from 
the left to the affifiance of Morad; H e came up when the prince 
was in the greateft danger. Frelh fpirit was given to the troops 
cf Morad, and Dara received,a check.

a“ <nie batUe now 'raged with redoubled'fkry. The elephant o f 
M orid, rendered outrageous by wounds, rallied forward through 
the columns of the enemy. Mahommed, alhamed of being left

behind,,
w
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behind, followed him with great ardour. Dara did not retreat. Ajjg;
He gave his orders with apparent compofure. But a cannon-ball ----- v---- *
having taken off the head of his fofter-brother, who fat with him 
on the elephant, he was almoft blinded with the blood. A rocket, 
at the fame time, paffing by his ear, finged his turban; a fecond 
followed, and having ftuck in the front of the Amari, burft, and 
broke it all to pieces. His colour was feen then to change. The 
lord who drove the elephant obferved an alteration in the prince; 
and, whether through perfonal fear, or for the fafety of his maf- 
ter, is uncertain, retreated a few paces. Dara reprimanded him 
with feverity; but themifchief was already done. His fquadrons 
faw the retreat of the prince ; and their fpirit flagged. He how­
ever ordered the driver to turn his elephant toward the enemy, 
but that lord reprefented to. him, that now, being marked out by 
the rebels, it were better for him to mount his horfe, and purfuc 
the fugitives, for that now very few remained on the field. He 
alighted; but there was no horfe to be found. He fought for 
fome time on foot. At length he mounted a horfe whofe rider 
had been killed.

Almoft the whole of both armies Bad now left the field. Notathou- is defeated., 

fand men remained with Dara, and fcarce one hundred horfe with 
Aurungzebe and Morad. The latter however fought with increafing 
ardour. His young fon, of about eight years of age, fat with him 
upon the elephant. Him he covered with his fliield, and dealt his 
arrows around on the enemy. Aurungzebe, having in vain en­
deavoured to rally his flying fquadrons, advanced with fifty horfe— 
men to the affiftance of Morad, hoping more for an honourable 
death than for a victory. It was at the very inftant that he came 
to blows with the Imperialifts, that the unfortunate Dara difmount- 
ed from his elephant. The fquadrons who had ftill adhered to 
that princei feeing the elephant retreating with the Imperial ftand-

ard,



a d, 1658. ard» thought that Dara had been killed. The caufc for which theyflig. iohS. , -
e— ,— -> fought, in their opinion, no. longer exifted. They betook them- 

felvesto flight; and when Dara had mounted his horfe, he found 
the field bare of all his troops. He fled with precipitation, and 
the rebel princes found themfelves at the head of only two hun- 
dred horfemen, in poiFeffion of an unexpected victory.

Reflexions. This battle, in which many thoufands were flain on’both Tides, 
was loft to Dara by an accident; though that prince was guilty of 
previous follies, which made men forbode no good to his arms.
Had he fat on his elephant a few minutes longer, the princes his 
brothers would have been involved in thofc irretrievable misfor­
tunes which now furrounded him- Rut his evil ftars prevailed,
He who never received counfiel before, was ruined by hearkening 
to advice; and Aurungzcbe, who had placed his hopes on art and 
intrigue, owed, at laft, his fuccefs to his valour. Dara, like a def- 
perate gambler, threw all upon throw; and when Fortune fa­
voured him in that, he turned the dye for his foes. Had he 
permitted Shaw Jehan to have taken the field, his brothers would 
fcarce have dared to negociate for their lives; had lie waited 
for his gallant fon, it would not have been a conteft but a flight.
Rut ambition had dazzled the eyes of Dara, and he could not 
fee things in their proper light. Had the emperor appeared at 
the head of his forces, his power would he at an end. Had So- 
liman arrived frefh from theconoueft o f  Suja, the glory of victory 
would have refted upon that prince. Dara, unfortunately for 
himfdf, was, from his love of power, afraid o f his father ; and, 
from the defire o f fame, envious of the renown of his fon.

S If  A W
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Reflections—D ara  appears before h is  f a th e r—H is f lig h t to D elh i_i-
The arm y deferts Solitndn Sheko—Shaifla  Chan condemned to 
death—Refcued—The confederate princes appear before A g ra —
Aurungzebe w r ite s  to h is f a th e r— Conference between him and the 
princefs Je h a n d ra —H is a r tfu l conduX—B y aflra tagem  fe izesth e  
c itad e l and the emperor—D eceives Monad-—M arches w ith  him 
in p u rfu it o f D a ra —Seizes and imprifons Mordd—Purfucs D ara  
— Mounts the throne a t  D e lh i—R eflexions on h is conduX—The 
new s o f h is accejflon brought to Shaw  Jeh dn ■—C haraX er o f th at 
prince.

T H E  decifive battle, which quaffied forever the hopes of A D l6;8 
Dara, and gave the crown of Hindoftan to Aurungzebe, HiS-lo6s*

- was fought within fixteen miles of Agra. The vidor, aftonifhed Refleftions.j 
at a piece of good fortune which he did not exped, purfued not 
his enemies beyond the field. The fugitives on both fides had 
rallied, in the rear of the fmall parties who continued the adion, 
and prefented a fhew of firmncfs, without any inclination of 
renewing the combat. To an unconcerned fpedator it would 
have been difficult to determine which party had prevailed. The 
flight on each fide was equal; and the field was left, by both 
armies, to the dead. But Dara was conquered in his own mind ; 
he pafled fuddenly through the half-formed lines of his rallied 
army, and men, who wanted but an exeufe for flight, relinquiffied 
their ground with precipitation. Aurungzebe was firft convinced

2 of
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"Higv i'r63"!" °^ kis vi&ory by its confequences; but whether from policy of
' v ' fear is uncertain, he forbore to advance towards Agra. He gave 

time to his troops to recover from their terror; as well as room 
to his enemies to increafe their panic: bend®, the affairs of his 
rival were not defperate. Should the emperor take the field in 
pcrfon, the rebel princes, notwithftanding the advantages which 
they had obtained, would have vanifhed from his prefence. But 
his diftemper had not left Shaw jehan, and he was incumbered 
with the indolence of age.

Dara appears The emperor had fat all day, in anxious cxpefhfion, m  thebefore his .
father. tower over that gate of the citadel which looked toward the field 

of battle. Parties of" fugitives had often alarmed his fears; but 
the expreffes from Dara, during the time of a lion, had as often 
reflorcd his hopes. The prince at length came to the foot of the 
wall, with marks of his own defeat. To mention the xefult 
o f the battle was fuperfluous; his appearance betrayed mis­
fortune. t: The rebels, I perceive, have prevailed,” faid Shaw 
jehitn with a figh; “  but Dara Sheko muft have had fotrie other 
caufe than fear for his flight.” —££ Yes,” replied rhe prince,
“  there is a caufe. The traitor Shaifta Chan! I have loft the 
empire, but let him not efcape imputiifhed." The emperor bent 
his eyes to the ground, and for Tome time uttered not one wdrd; 
at length fuddenly farting up, he faid, “ What means Dara to 
do •** l o  defend thefc walls,” replied the prince. “ You de­
ceive yourfelf,” laid Shaw Jehan ; “ walls are no defence to thole 
who have failed in the field.” Having expreffed Jiimfelflii 
thefe words, he ordered the byeftanders to remove. He then 
advifed Dara to fet out immediately for Delhi. He told him, That 
the governor of that city fliould have orders to fupply him with all 
the public money in his pofleffion; and that an expre/s llioukl be 
immediately difpatched to his fon Soliman, to march along the

*■ northern
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northern banks of the Ganges, and to join him in the province of
Do lb. which lies between that river and the Jumna. '——v—- '

Dara, approving of this advice, retired to his own palace, and Flics 
made preparations for his immediate flight. He loaded all his 
elephants and chariots with his women and Haves; and for want 
of beads of burden, he imprudently left his treafure behind.
About midnight, the unfortunate prince iflued out of Agra, 
mounted on horfeback, accompanied by a few menial fervants.
One Of the pikemen who attended him, had the infolence to ride 
clofe by his fide, and to murmur in his ears concerning the lofs 
which he himfelf futlained by fuch an abrupt departure. Dara 
was enraged at. this fudden mark of his own fallen condition.
$  •Slave;!” faid he, “ murmur not at your fate. Behold me, who 
but yefterday commanded armies, reduced thus low, and forget 
your own trivial misfortunes. Behold me, who am called great 
as Darius,” alluding to his own name, “ obliged to fly by 
night, and be fdent concerning your fate.” The pikeman was 
ftruck by the reproof. He fhrunk back, and the other fervants 
wept. One of them was fo much enraged that he prepared to 
chaftife the Have; but Dara interpofing faid, “  Forbear ! the 
friends of the unfortunate have a right to complain in their pre­
fence.”

Dara proceeded through night, and deceived his misfortunes to Delhi, 
by repeating fome of the elegies of Hafiz, a famous poet of Shi­
raz. When he had rode two miles from Agfa, he heard the noife 
o f horfemen approaching from behind. He Hood and drew his 
fword; but they were two private foldiers, who, having perceived 
the prince palling through the gate of the city, took; a refoludon 

/to join him. They told their bufmefs; arid Dara was prevented 
from thanking them by his tears. He had not advanced many 

V ol. III. I i miles,
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Hig)*io688*' m^es’ w^ n  an officer, with forty troopers joined him; and by
v---- -— -1 the dawn of the morning, feveral men of diftin&ion came up

with him, with three hundred horfe. With this retinue he con­
tinued his rout to D elhi; and arrived in that city on the third day' 
after his departure from Agra.

Faifesforces. The emperor, anxious about Dara, fent to his palace foon after 
his departure. He underflood that, in the confufion, he had 
negleded to carry along with him his treafure. He immediately 
ordered fifty-feven mules to be loaded with gold coin, and to be 
fent to his fon under the protedtion of a detachment o f the 
guards. But a tribe of Hindoos, who have fince made a figure 
under the name of Jates, having intelligence of this treafure, de­
feated the party, and feized the money. This was a dreadful 
blow to Dara. Thirty lacks o f the public money were only 
found in the poffeffion of the governor of Delhi; and the mer­
chants and bankers would fubferibe to no loan, in the prefent 
untoward pollute of the prince’s affairs. The threats of military 
execution at lafl enabled him to raife confiderable fums, for which 
he gave orders on the Imperial treafury. Soldiers flocked round 
his flandard; and he had, in a few days, the appearance of ah 
army.

Aurungzebe Aurungzebe, who Hill remained encamped near the field of
corrupts

battle, was informed of every tranfadion in Agra by his fpies.
The greatefl lords, who looked upon him as the heir if  not the 
a&ual poffefTor of the empire, endeavoured to gain his favour by 
giving him intelligence. He found that all the hopes of Dara 
depended upon the army under the command of his fon ; and 
he refolved to gain it over to his own views. He fent letters to 
the Kaja Joy Singh, he wrote to Debere Chan, who were next 
in command to Soliman Sheko. H e exaggerated, if  polfible, the

3 hopelefs
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hopelefs condition of D a ta ; he informed them, that the army o f A■ P- »6>8> 
. . . .  Hjg. io6g.

that prince had joined Ins flandard, that he himfelf had fled un« e-—  1
attended to Delhi, that he could not efcape, as orders had been
diftrib.uted through all the provinces to feize him, as a public
enemy, “  Shaw Jeh an f continued Aurungz-ebe, “ is rendered
unfit for government by age and infirmities. Your hopes, and
even.your fafety muft depend upon me; and as you value both,
feize Soliman, and fend him to my camp,5’|v • \

Joy Singh, who received the firft letters from Aurungzebe, was the w of 
perplexed. His fears flood againft his adherence to Soliman ; his PrinceSoli' 
honour rendered him averfe to fide with Aurungzebe. He went 
to the tent of Debere; and that lord placed the letters which 
he alfo had received, in his hands. To feize the prince was a 
meafure of peril, from his known valour; to attempt to feduce 
the army, whilft he remained at its head, dangerous. They fol­
lowed the middle courfe as the fiifeft. When the news of the 
defeat of Dara arrived at the camp, about a day’s march 
beyond Allahabad, the prince called a council of war. He 
propofed to march ftraight to Delhi; they diffented, and plainly 
told him, that they would not ftir from the camp till more certain 
advices arrived. The prince, anxious to join his father, was 
diftrefled beyond meafure. He endeavoured to perluade them ; 
but their meafures had been taken. He applied to the arm y; 
they too were traitors, and difobeyed. Inftead of being able to 
affift Dara, he became afraid of his own fafety. He refolved to 
leave a camp where he had no authority. He, however, al­
tered his opinion and remained; but the principal officers, with 
their retinues, left the camp.

Shaifta Chan, who had commanded the right wing of Dara’s * ’ .
0  0  ShaiuaCoan

J  army in the late battle, betrayed his truft, and retreated without condemned
, to death.

1 1 2  coming
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A D. 1658. coming to blows with the rebels. He returned to Agra: and a
Hig. 1068. b 0  *
v—l-v------ meffage was fent him by the emperor, commanding him to appear

•in the prefence. His friends advifed him not to obey; but his 
confidence was equal to his want of faith. He trufted in his own 
power; he was encouraged by the vicinity of the victorious 
princes. He went, and flood undaunted in the prefence. The 
emperor, offended before at his treachery, was enraged at his 
impudence. “ You villain,” faid he, “ you fon of a villain, how 
could you prefume to betray my fon and me ?” Shaifta took fire 
at the reproach. “ The name,” he replied, “ I confefs, is not 
unfuitable to Afiph Ja h ; he inverted Shaw Jehan with power, 
by delivering the heir of the crown into his hands.” The em­
peror ftarted from his throne, and drew his fword. He looked 
furioufly around on the nobles, and cried, “ Will none of you feize 
the traitor?” All werefilent; the emperor repeated the fame 
words. Fowlad Ghan ftept forth, threw Shaifta to the ground, 
and binding his hands behind him, afked the further-pleafure of 
Shaw Jehan. “ Throw him headlong,” faid he, “ from the Im­
perial baftion.” When they were dragging him to execution,
Shaifta cried out to the emperor, “  Shall you, who are the vice­
gerent of God, break his laws, by fhedding blood on the feventh 
day of the holy month of Ramzan ?” Shaw Jehan hung down 
his head for a m oment; and then ordered him to be kept bound 
till the next day.

SUfcucd. The friends of Shaifta were, in the mean time, apprifed of his
danger. They gathered from all quarters, and colle&ed near ten 
thoufand men, who came to the gate of the citadel, and perempto­
rily demanded him from the emperor. Shaw Jehan continued 
obftinate during the night. In the morning, the force of the 
rebels had increafed ; and he perceived that they were refolved to 
tome to extremities. He fent for the prifoner; and obliged him

to
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to write an order for them to difperfe. They faw through this jj;D-
piece of policy. They refufed to obey the commands of a man *-----*---- 7
fubject to another’s power. Scaling ladders were a&ually applied 
to the walls; and the emperor was obliged to comply with the 
demands of the infurgents, and to reftore Shaifta to his freedom.

On the ninth of June, the confederate princes appeared with ?r>ĥ Pnb"^,. 
their army before the capital. The city was in no condition to Agra, 
fulkain a fiege; and the gates were left open. Aurungzebe, de­
clining* to enter Agra, pitched his tent in a garden without the 
walls. His fchemes were not yet ripe for execution ; and he 
affumed an appearance of moderation. Morad lay ill of his 
wounds; and, being unable to attend to bufmefs, a fair field was 
left for his brother. The emperor, when the van of the rebels 
appeared in light, ordered the gatqs of the citadel, which was a 
place of great ftrength, to be Ihut. This refolution alarmed 
Aurungzebe. To attack his father would be a mcafure of great 
imprudence. His health being re-eltablifhed, his fubje&s Hill 
looked up to him as their only lawful fovercign. Aurungzcbe, 
therefore, refolved to fubftitttte art in the place of force.

When he arrived at the gate of the city he lent a trufty mef- Aur«ngrfBe- 
fenger to his father. He ordered him to touch the ground in his father, 
name, before the emperor; and to fignify to him, that Aurung- 

- zebe Hill retained for him the affedioti of a fbn, and the loyalty of 
a fubje<a ; that his grief for what had happened was exceedingly 
g rea t; that he lamented the ambition and evil deligns of Dara, 
who had forcedhjm to extremities; that he rejoiced extremely at 
the emperor’s recovery from his indiipolition ; and that he himfelf 
remained without the city, in humble expe&alion of his com­
mands. Shaw Jehan being no llranger to the dark, crafty,, and 
intriguing difpofuion of Aurungzebe, received hismeflenger with

affe&efL
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affeded joy. He had long difovered his paflion for reigning;
-----v and he refolved to meet deceit with duplicity, He, however, was

not a match in art for his fon ; and by endeavouring to intrap 
Aurungzebe, he himfelf fell at tall into the fnare.

The con- Shaw Jehan, to expifcate the real defigns of his rebellious fons, 
k.uiu fent ej^efl.daughter Jehanara to vifit them, upon their arrival at

the gates of Agra. Aurungzebe having owned the fuperiority 
of Morad, the prineefs went firft to his tent. Morad was of a 
difpofition that could neither conceal his hatred nor his love.
He knew that Jehanara was inviolably attached to the interefts of 
his elder brother; and being at the fame time fretful through the 
pain of his wounds, he treated her with difrefped, and even ufed 
harfh expreffions. The haughty fpirit o f Jehanara was impatient 
of infult. She called for her chair in her rage, and told him, 
that his brutality was equal to his crimes. T he behaviour of 
Morad to his filler was inftantly carried to Aurungzebe, by h is " 
fpies. He ran out of his tent, and ftopt her chair. “ Will 
my filler,” he faid, “  leave the camp without enquiring concern­
ing my health ? My long abfence, Jehanara, has, I fear, blotted 
me out of the memory of my relations. Should you not deign 
yourfelf to honour me with your prefence, it would have been 
kind to have fent to me one of your meaneft Haves, to give me 
fome accounts of my father.” Having flattered her pride with 
fuch exprelfions as thefe, he prevailed upon her to enter his tent, 
where Ihe was treated with the higheft refpedl and diftindtioi?

o f the pnn- T o gain the confidence of Jehanara, he pretended the greateft 
Ce S ii“ian‘ir;i remorfe for his own behaviour. He told her, that his happinefs 

in life depended upon his father’s forgivenefs of his errors.
“ But why did I call them errors, Jehanara ?” faid he, “ they 
are crimes; though I mighty plead as an excufe, that I was de­

ceived
1
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ceived by deffgning m en; but my folly in believing them, has A p- <M. 
thrown difcredit on my underftanding, in my own eyes.” His 1— 
affeverations were accompanied with tears ; and the princefs was 
deceived. “ I am no ffranger,” fhe replied, “  to the fentiments 
of the emperor, on a fubjed which has caufed To. much of his 
forrow. He is moll offended at Morad, who has added the name 
oi; Sovereign to his other crimes. He conliders Aurungzebe as 
only nutted by mifreprefentation ; Morad as an obftinate and de­
termined rebel. Defert him, therefore, and you may not only 
depend upon forgivenefs, but upon all the avour an indulgent 
parent can beftow on a fbn whom he loves.”

Aurungzebe’s countenance appeared lightened up with joy, dur- an<j Aurur.g- 
ing the time which lire employed in fpeaking. But an affeded ztbe' 
darknefs returned upon his features when fhe mentioned Morad.
“ Dara’s party/ he then began, “  is ruined; and Fortune has 
added to the friends of Morad. The firft is unpopular, on 
account of his palfionate feverity among the nobility; the latter 
beloved, for the open honeiiy of his difpofition and his unequalled 
valour. As for m e/’ continued \urungzebe, “  I am what I leem, 
a man devoted to the fervice of God ; a charader little calculated 
to gain the favour of men. But fhould Dara appear to have 
friends to fupport my endeavours to regain the efteem. of my 
father, I venture to allure Jehanara, that I will fucceed or perilh 
in the attempt.” He fpoke thefe words with fuch an appearance 
of emphatic fmcerity, that the princefs was overjoyed. In the 
opennefs of her heart, fhe informed him of all the refources of 
her brother Dara; and fhe mentioned the names of his principal 
friends. Many who pretended to be in the intereft of Aurungzebe 
were of the number ; though they had yielded for the prefent to the 
bias of fortune. Without any perfonai affedion for Dara, they 
affeded his caufe from a principle of juftice. “ I am rejoiced,

Jehanara/*

'*..................... T~........
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A. p. 1658. Jeham ra,’’ faid Aurungzebe, “  at the difcovery you have made.
Hig. 1068. _ " • 1 rN r  1
c—-v1-" mj No doubts now remain to perplex my mind. Go to my rattier, 

and tell him, that in two days he fhall fee Aurungzebe at his 
feet."

Emperor Shaw Jeh&n, upon this occafion, forgot the natural cautioufnefs
Dara.S of his chara&er. He looked upon his fchemes as completed ; and

thought he faw Aurungzebe already fubmitting to his clemency.
In the fulnefs of his heart he fat down and wrote a letter to Dara.
H e acquainted the prince, that the bad afped of his fortune began 
to change. “ Aurungzebe,” faid he, “ is difgufted with the in- 
folence of Morad. He is to abandon that haughty young man, 
and to throw himfelf at my feet. A foolilh and inexperienced 
boy, who owed all Ins fuccefs to the abilities of his brother, mull: 
loon fall when deprived o f his fupport. But we are not to de­
pend upon the contrition of Aurungzebe. When he fhall enter 
the citadel, his perfon will be feized. Hold yourfelf, therefore, 
in readinefs to march with all expedition to Agra. Two days 
more fhall carry to you accounts of the full completion of our 
defigns.” The emperor placed his letter in the hands of Nahir- 
dil, one of his trufty flaves. He ordered him to fet out for 
Delhi at midnight, with all expedition.

I-Iis letter The impatience of the emperor proved fatal to his fchemes.
intercepted. ghaifta Chan had his fpies in the prefence; and one of them in­

formed him, that a letter had been written, and given in charge 
to Nahirdil. He fufpe&ed that it was intended for Dara; and he 
occupied the road toward Delhi with fome faithful friends. 
Nahirdil had fcarce iflued out of the gate of the city, when fome 
horfemen furrounded and feized him. He was brought to 
Shaifta, who perufed the letter. Elevated with the difcovery, he 
immediately went to the palace of Aurungzebe; for that prince

, had



had now taken up his refidence id the city. The Have was con- ^.P- Ĵ sS* 
fined with the greateft fecrecy. The prince read the letter with- -v— **
out emotion. He had always doubted the emperor’s fincerity, 
when he promifed his forgivenefs to a ion who had ruined his 
armies in two battles. He, however, profecuted his plan of deceit 
with indefatigable perfeverance. To beiiege his father in the 
citadel would be an unpopular, if  not a dangerous n^eafure. The 
reverence which the army ftill had for their aged fovlreign, would 
prevent them from drawing their fwords againft him. But the 
citadel muft be poffefled, and the perfon of the father mull be 
placed in the hands of his ambitious Ion; otherwife he may give 
his hopes to the wind.

On the fifteenth of June, Aurungzebe was to have performed Aurung- 

his promife of viliting his father in the citadel. The emperor, a-hemei 
full of anxiety, looked forward to the appointed hour, in which 
he faw a period to his misfortunes. A letter from his fon was 
delivered into his hands, when he expected him in perfon. He 
told his father, that his crimes were of fo deep a dye, that 
he could not diveft himfelf of fear that the injured emperor would 
not forgive him. “ However much defirous I am of being re­
ceived into favour, I cannot rifque my perfonal fafety in the 
prefence. The guilty are always timid. Permit me, therefore, 
to receive the moil convincing proofs of my fovereign’s forgive­
nefs ; and let my fon, Mahommed, who reveres the perfon and 
authority of his grandfather, be admitted into the citadel with a 
guard for the prote&ion of my perfon.” Shaw Jchan, anxious 
for the execution of his own project, found, that without confent- 
ing to thefe propofals, it muft be entirely fruftrated. He there­
fore returned for anfwer, that Mahommed, with a certain num­
ber of men, might come.

Vol. III. K k Mahommed
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Malic miffed accordingly, having received the properinftraClions
----------- > f rnra his hither, entered the citadel, and difpofed his party into Ccikc tllfi *
em pero r, different places. The emperor, in the mean time, had concealed a 

body of men in a court adjoining to the haram. The prince 
roaming about, lighted on thefe men. He complained to the 
emperor of an intention againft his father’s perfon ; he there­
fore pi. inly told him, that till thefe men were removed, he would 
fend a meffenger to Anrungzcbc to flop him from coming into 
the citadel. Sirav? jehan, whether he put feme confidence in the 
ptomifes of his ion, or that he.thought he could feize him by- 
means of the women and eunuchs of the feragho, is uncertain ; 
but he removed the foldiers out of the fort, as a proof of his 
fineenty. It afterwards appeared, that the emperor retted his 
hopes on a number of robuft Tartar women in the haram, whom 
he had armed with daggers ; and who, from the Ipirit of their 
country, were fit for an undertaking of boldnefs.

Shaw Jehan Mahommed, contrary to his expectations, found his party fu-
tak en  p r i-  , 1 J
foner. per;or witnm the citadel. He, however, concealed his intentions.

Every thing was fettled; and the emperor and his grandton 
remained in filent expe&ation. News was at laft brought, that 
Aunsngzebe had mounted his horfe; and that the proceJTion of 
his retinue'was approaching. Shaw jehan was elevated with 
hopes; but the crafty prince, as if ftruck with a fit of devotion, 
ordered his cavalcade to change their courfe, and to move to­
ward the tomb of Akbar, where hie intended to offer up his 
prayers to Heaven. When the emperor was informed of this 
circumfiance, he flatted up from his throne in great rage. “ Ma­
hommed,’’ faid he to the prince, '** what means Aurungzebe by 
this behaviour ? Is he more anxious to appeafe the fpirxtofhis 
great anceflor for his crimes, than the offended majefty of his own 
father Mahommed calmly replied, “ My father had never any

intention
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intention to vifit the emperor,’’ “ What then brought M a h o m - A\D- l6^ ' 
med hither ?” retorted Shaw Jehan. “  To take charge of thecita- w ^y—Jr 
del,” Mahommed coolly rejoined. The emperor finding himfelf 
betrayed and outwitted by his grandfon, bore him down with a 
torrent of opprobrious names. The prince, feeing his paflion 
rifing beyond the bounds of reafon, retired from the prefence 
with the ufual obeifance, and left his rage to fubfide at let- 
fure.

The emperor, after the heat of his paflion was over, began to He offers the
'  x °  empire

reflect upon his deplorable condition. He accufed his own weak- 
nefs more than his fortune; and he was afhamed to have fallen 
into a fnare which he himfelf had laid. Refentment and a defire 
of immediate revenge prevailed over every other paflion of his 
foul. He fent again for Mahommed. The prince cam e; and 
found his grandfather with his hand upon the Coran, and his 
eyes raifed to the Imperial crown, which was fufpended over his 
head, “  You fee, Mahommed,” he faid, “ thefe facred obje&s, 
before an unfortunate old man. I am overwhelmed with rage, 
worn out with age and difeafe. It is in your power, young man, 
to make me, for once, happy in my latter days. Releafe me from 
prifon ; and by thefe,” pointing to the crown, and holding the 
Coran in his hand, “  I folemnly fwear to make you emperor of 
the Moguls.” The prince was filent; but various paffions flew 
alternately over his features. “ And do you hefitate,” begun 
Shaw Jehan, “ to do an adiion, which will at once gala you the 
favour of Heaven and the empire of Hindoftan ? Are you afraid, 
that it fhali be hereafter related to your difpraife, that you de­
livered an aged grandfather from prifon and diigrace?” The 
prince hung down his head for a moment; then fuddenly Halt­
ing, rallied out'without uttering a word.

K k 2 It
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f . , f>sf It is difficult to determine what motive induced the prince to
jh ig . to- 8 .  ̂ 1
•4-4V— +* decline the oiler made to him by Shaw Jelrln. He was arnbi-
»:<• ihe fori of , ,  ,
Aurungz.be. tious; nor was he remarkable tor his linal piety. He probably 

doubted his grandfather’s lmcerity; or he did not chufe to truft 
to propofals impofed by ncceffity. Aururigzebe, however, efcaped 
from imminent danger through the felt'-denial of hi? fon. Had the 
emperor appeared in public at the head of his friends, Aurung- 
zebe would fhrink from before him;  and the haughty Morad 
would fly. 1 he nobles who adhered to the iutereft of the 
brothers, and even the common foldiers had repeatedly declared, 
that they would not draw their {words again!! a prince under 
whofe long and aufpidous government their country had fo much 
flourifhed. The firft repulfe received from Mahommed, did not 
induce the emperor to reHnquifu his deflgns. H e lent to him a 
fecond tithe; but he refilled to come to his pretence. He 
had Hill the keys of the citadel in his poffefiion; and neither 
Aurungzcbe nor his fon chofe to ufe force to obtain them from 
him. Two days palled in this fufpence. ‘ Shaw Ji ban was obfti- 
nate ; and Mahommed flood on his guard within the walls. The 
ftrili however, dcfpaired of gaining over the latter to his purpoie; 
and, in the evening of the fecond day, hefent him the keys n  the 
fortrfefs, and deli red him to acquaint his father, that he might 
now come, in full fectirlty, to fee his imprifoned fovereign,

Aumngzibc Aurungzcbe excufed himfelf in a letter. He complained of
~ the his father’s intentions againil him, under the mafk of clemency 

and friendlhip; that when he pretended to forgive one fon, be 
affifted another fon with money, to take away his., life in war.
“  If  the empcior complains,” (aid Aurungzcbe, 44 Dara is .only, to 
blame. He owes his misfortunes to the ambition and evil deflgris 
of a fon unworthy of his favour. As for me,” continued the 
prince, “ no injuries can alter my affections. Nature makes me

wiffi
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wilh well to my father ; and Heaven has impofed my regard for Â -
him upon me as a duty. But though I love the emperor,  ----- ------'
I alfo love my life ; and I am determined not to truft it in the 
hands of even a father, till the influence of ill-defigning perfons 
has departed quite from his mind. Let him, in the mean while, 
pafs his time in that ferene tranquillity which is fuitable to his 
years; and when I fhall have difabled Dara from doing further 
harm to the empire, 1 myfelf will come and open the gates of the 
citadel.’' This letter was only intended to deceive the people.
It was publicly read to the nobles ; and it is even doubtful 
whether it was fent at all to the emperor.

W hen the prince Mahommed took poffeflion of the perfon of ^ cWdve3 
the emperor, with the citadel, his father, as has been already 
related, was paying his devotions at the fhrine of the emperor 
Akbar. When intelligence of his fon’s fuccefs was carried to him, 
he immediately waited upon Morad in his palace; and told him 
all the circumftances of the affair. That prince, who knew that he 
could have no hopes from his father, was much pleafed at hearing 
of his imprifonment. Aurungzebe, in the mean time, faluted 
him emperor, and faid ; “ Morad had before the name, but he now 
has the power of a fovereign. My withes,*’ continued he, “  are 
now completely accompliflied. 1 have contributed to raife a 

- prince, worthy of the throne of our anceflors, and I have but one 
favour to afk for all the fatigue which I have undergone.”
“ Speak your wiflies,” faid Morad, “ and they (hall be inftantly 
granted.” “ This world,” replied Aurungzebe, “  has already 
overwhelmed me too much with its cares. I long to throw the 
burden away; la m  tired of the vain buflle and pageantry of 
life. Will, therefore, the emperor of the Moguls permit me to 
make a pilgrimage to Mecca ? will h& give me fome final! al­
lowance to enable me to pafs my days in eafe, and in the exer-

cife
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A' B, 165 a, ..cite of prayer and ccnflant devotion ?” Morad, though fecretlyaver-
v—A..—' joyed at his refolutton, made fame flight attempts to diffuade him.

Aurungxebe was determined. His brother yielded to his impor­
tunity} and the crafty prince prepared for a journey which he 
never intended to make.

Prepares to Whilft this farce was acting at Agra, advices arrived that Dara
, pii riuc L' sra.  _ _ 0 0

had collected a confiderable force at Delhi. Officers of diftin&ion 
crowded to the prince every day from the diftant provinces, 
Aimmgzebe pretended to be alarmed. Headvifed his brother to 
march in pertbn to finifh tire war. That prince, who was fond 
of adion, prepared for the field; but he wanted money. The old 
emperor had concealed part of the Imperial treafure ; Aurungzebe 
had fee re ted the reft. The army of Morad had not been paid 
for two months, and they began to murmur. The prince called 
together all the bankers o f Agra, He offered to mortgage part 
of the revenue, for ari immediate loan ; but they refried to give 
him credit. He was enraged beyond meafure, and he prepared to 
life force; when his brother advifed him againft an adb of in- 
juftice, and promifed to difeharge the arrears due to the army out 
of his own private fortune. Morad acceded to the propofal, with­
out obferving its fatal tendency. Aurungzebe, by this expedient, 
became at once popular in the army and in the city.

Counterplot The defigns of Aurungzebe were non too palpable not to be 
. of-iVopJ. • perceived. The friends of Morad had long feen through his 

deceit; and the prince himfelf, though not. fufpieious, was now 
convinced that he covered ambition under the maik of fan&ity.
The preparations for Mecca had been converted into preparations 
for the field. He told his brother, that he ftill flood in need of his 
advice. ‘ He marched in front from Agra, with a divifion of the 
army; and Morad, having created his uncle Shaifta, captain-

7 general


