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general of the Imperial forces, left that lord in the government of ,’^ s '
Agra, and followed Aurungzebe. . The latter prince having ar- v----v---- '
rived at Muttra, -received intelligence, that Dara had taken the 
rout of Lahore. He ftopt, and waited for the arrival of his brother; 
who joined him the next day. The latter had, on his march, been 
convinced by his friends, that his brother had defigns on his life; 
and felf-prefervation, as well as ambition, rendered'it necefiary 
for him to prevent the falling blow.

The day after Morad’s arrival at the camp near Muttra, he invited Mifcarrics. 
his brother to an entertainment. Aurungzebe, who never had fuf- 
pedcd the open temper of Morad, accepted of the invitation.
When the brothers fat at dinner, Nazir Shabas, high-fteward of 
the houfehold, who was in the fecret, entered fuddenly, and wliif- 
pered in Morad’s ear, that now was the time to make a rent in a 
magnificent drefs. Aurungzebe, whole eye could trace the 
thoughts in the features of the face, was alarmed at this myfle- 
rious whifpering, as well as at the afFeded gaiety of his brother.
He remained filent; and Morad difpatched Shabas, with only' 
defiring him to wait the fignal. Aurungzebe was now convinced 
that there was a defign againft his life. He complained fuddenly 
of a violent pain in his bowels ; and, rifing under a pretence of 
retiring, joined his guards, and returned to his own quarter of the 
camp.

Morad afcribed his brother’s departure to his illnefs; and Morad de-
• . ccivcd

entertained no idea that he had the leaft fufpicion of his own 
intentions. In three days he recovered of the pretended 
pain in his bowels. He received his brother’s congratulations 
with every mark of efteem and affedion'; and the day after, he 
fent him an invitation to come to his tent, to fee Lome beautiful 
women, whom he had collected for his amufement. Their per­

formances-
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Jd?8' formancesin finging, in dancing, and in playing upon various in- 
w -v -— .> ftruments of mufk, were, he laid, beyond any thing1 ever feen 

in Bmdoftan. He enlarged upon their grace, their beauty, the 
elegant fymmetry of their limbs* The mind of Morad, who was 
naturally a great lover of pleafure, was inflamed at the deferip- 
tion ; and, contrary to the advice of all his friends, he went to 
his brother’s quarter. On the arrival of the emperor, as Aurung­
zebe affedted to call his brother, he was received by the young 
ladies in an inner tent, They were handfome beyond defeription, 
and the voluptuous prince was ft ruck with a pleafing aftonifhinent 
at their charms. >

and feized An elegant entertainment was in the mean time ferved up to 
the found of vocal and inftrumcntal mufic. Morad was elevated, 
and called for wine of Shiraz. The ladies fat round him in a 
circle, and Aurungzebe, throwing off Ins nfual aufterity, began to 
partake of the wine. Morad in a fhort time became intoxicated* 
and h s brother, inftcad of wine, impeded upon him bum­
pers of arrack* He at length fell aflcep on a fopha, in the arms 
of one of the ladies. Aurungzebe had, in the mean time, given

«
orders to fome of his officers, to entertain the lords v ho attended 
Morad in the fame voluptuous manner- Even his body-guard 
were-intoxicated with wine ; lb that the unfortunate prince was 
left without defence.

hr Attrttng- Aurungzebe gave orders to Ziffer Jung and three other lords, to 
«cbe. enter the tent and to bind his brother. The lady retired upon their

coming ; and they advanced to the fopha on which he lay.
His fwo d and dagger had been already removed by the care o f 
Aurungzebe; and they began foftly to bind his hands. Morad 
ftai. .:d up at this operation ; and began to deal around his blows.
The lords were terrified, and the prince began to call aloud

for

I . ' _____ ,
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for fils {word, Aurungzebe, who flood at the door of the tent, A„T)- «$?*>
Hig. 1068.

thrurt his head from behind the curtain, and faid, with a v---- v—u
menacing voice, u He has no choice but death or fubmiflion • 
difpatch him if he refills.” Morad, hearing the voice of his bro^ 
thcr, began to upbraid him ; and fubmitted to his fate. Nazir 
Shabas, his principal friend and advifer, was at the fame inftant 
feized. He had been fitting under a canopy before the pay mat- 
ter-generai’s tent j and at a fignal given, the ropes of the four poles 
were at once cut ; and before he could extricate himfelf, he was 
hound. The other lords who were attached to the prince, being 
furrouaded with armed men, were brought before Aurungzebe, 
to whom. they fwore allegiance. A murmur ran through the 
camp ; but it was an meffedhial found : and the army, as if but 
half wakened from a dream, fell fail afleep ag iin.

The night was not far advanced when Morad was feized Sent prifotur 
and bound. Before day-light appeared, he and his favourite t0 *" 
were mounted on an elephant, in a covered amari or cable, 
and fent off under an effort to Agra. Fearing that fome attempts 
might be made to reffue them, Aurungzebe ordered three other 
elephants to be fent off before them, attended by guards to elude 
purfuers. The precaution was unneceffary. Mankind forfook 
Morad with his fortune. lit affion, in the manly exercifes of the 
field, he had many admirers j but the accomplishments of his mind 
acquired him but few friends ; and even thofe whom he favoured 
with his generofity, were difgufted at his haughtinefs. He 
fell by attempting to be artful. Had he followed, in his defigns 
agaiiift his brother, the natural bias of his own intrepid mind, 
he could not have failed; but he met that crafty prince in his 
own province of deceit, and he was foiled. This re,markable 
tranfaaion happened in the camp near Muttra, on the fixth of 
July 1658.

You. III. L  l  Though
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A ’iLo ' i c Oj  Th o u gh  Shaifta, who was left in the government o f A g ra ,
'------— 1 was fufficiently attached to the caufe o f  Aurungzebe, that

Auruno-zcbc
advances to cautious prince left his fon Mahommed in that capital, to watch

^ ihl‘ any unforefeen events that might arife. T o  the joint care* o f

Mahommed and Shaifta the unfortunate Morad was committed ; 

and his brother having no fears remaining in that quarter, mov­

ed his camp from M uttra, and arrived at Delhi on the tw enty- 

fix th o f Ju ly. Though he had not aflumed the Imperial titles, 

he created Omrahs in that city, the firft o f  whom was ZifFer 

Ju n g, whom he dignified w ith the name o f  Chan Jehan. U n -  

' der that lord he detached a divifion o f  his arm y againft

Dara. That prince, upon the news of the approach o f Z i f -  

fer, decamped from Sirhifld, and took the rout o f Lahore. In 

• his march he laid under m ilitary execution all the Rajas and go­

vernors o f  diftri&s who refufed to join,. H e raifed confiderable 

fums in his w ay ; and having croffed the Suttuluz, ordered all the 

boats on that river to be deflroyed.

Kara files Dara having advanced beyond the river Bea, took pofFeflion o f  

to Lahore. Lahore. G ivin g his arm y time to breathe in that city, he em­

ployed himfelf in levying troops, and in collecting the Imperial 

revenue. Daood, the general o f his forces, remained in the mean 

time at the village o f Tilbundi, with half the arm y, to guard the 

pafiage o f the river Bea. Aurungzebe, upon advice o f the dif- 

pofitions o f Dara, reinforced the arm y o f ZifFer with five thou- 

i’and horfe, under the condudt o f  Chillulla. T h e w ar with Dara, 

from being protracted, became ferious. T h e minds o f the people 

were divided, as long as two princes continued in the field. A u ­

rungzebe, with his caution, was rapid in his defigns. H e  knew  

how to ufe as well as how to gain a vid ory. H is fufpicious 

temper faw peril rifing from delay ; and therefore, notwithftand- 

ing the folftitial rains were at their height, and the country de­

luged
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. . .  *
lugetl with water, he prepared to move toward Lahore with all

his forces. • '------v------ '

Apprehending that his not affirming the name o f  emperor, Aareng-wbo 

would be, conftdered b y  mankind as a tacit acknowledgment throne,

o f the injuftice o f  his proceedings, he refolved to exalt.jthe

Imperial umbrella over his head. H is affected felf-denial upon 

form er occafions, flood at prefent in the w a y  o f  his defigns. H e  

was afhamed to take upon hirnfdf an honour which, from  mo­

tives o f  religion, he had pretended before to reject. H is molt 

intimate friends knew', however, the fecret thoughts o f  his mind.

T h e y  miinuated to the nobles, that Aurungzebe, from declining 

fo long to afeend the throne, feemed to have bill an intention o f  

retiring from  the world, that, in his zeal for religion, he m ight 

be induced to leave his friends to the refentmeiit o f  his enemies 1 

that therefore it was the bufmefs o f  all to force upon him , in a 

manner, a power neceilary to their own farcty. T h e y  waited 

upon him in a body. H e  feemed disappointed, and even, of­

fended at their propofol- A t  length he fuffered him felf to be 

* perfuaded. u You  are,”  faid he, “  refolved to facrifice m y love 

o f retirement to your ow n eale, But be it f o ; G od w ill, per­

haps, give me that tranquillity upon the throne, which I hoped to 

find in a c e ll; and i f  lefs o f  m y  time fhall be employed in 

prayer, more o f  it w ill be fpent in good adions. I fhould only 

have an inclination for virtuous deeds in m y retreat; b u t*as  

emperor o f  the M oguls, I lhall have the power o f  doing them,

T h cfe motives, and not tile vain pom p o f great nefs, induce me 

to affume the em pire/’

O n the fecond o f A u g u fl, in an affembly o f  the nobility, he «  Della, 

mounted the throne, in the garden o f  Azabad near Delhi. N o  

pompous ceremonies were ufed upon the occaffon; f o r  he afo

L I  » feded
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A.D. fed ed  to defpife magnificence. H is finances, at the fame time, 

were lo w ; and he prudently confidered that money, in the prefent 

fituation o f affairs, would be better bellowed upon an army, than 

on the idle pageantry o f ftate. H e  aflumed upon his acceffion 

to the throne, the pompous title o f  A l l u m - g i r e , or. T h e  

Conqueror o f t h e  W o r l d  ; being then near the clofe o f  the 

fortieth year o f his age.

Reflexions T h e  means taken by Aurungzebe to obtain the empire, were  

fcarce more juftifiable,. than thofe by which he fecured to him felf 

the undifturbed poffeffion o f  the throne. Religion, the conveni­

ent cloke o f knavery in all countries, w as the chief engine o f  his 

ambition ; and, in that refped, he relied on the credulity o f man­

kind, to a degree of unpardonable imprudence. H is  felf-denial 

and moderate profeffions agreed fo little with his adions, that 

it is even alhonifhing, how any perfon o f  common refledion could 

have been for a moment deceived. But the vulgar give implicit 

faith to fandity in its moft queftionable fo rm ; and Morad, by  

whofe popularity and valour his brother overthrew the hopes o f  

Dara, fufpeded not a duplicity to which his own foul was a * 

ftranger. T o  deceive that prince, was. to fecure the empire.

Bearing more the appearance o f  an hermit himfelf, than that o f  

a competitor for the throne, the arm y looked up to Morad ; who  

being addided beyond meafure to pleafure, gave up the influence 

as well as the labour o f bufinefs to his brother. Aurungzebe, to  

fupport his ambitious views, was obliged to have recourfe to arts 

which ftamp his charader w ith meannefs, whilfl: they prove the 

abilities o f  his mind.

cn the con- M orad, with m any commendable qualities, was atfo diftin- 

guifhed by difgufling weaknefles. Inftead o f that haughty pride 

which recommends itfelf in its very abfurdities, he was puffed up

w ith
i .
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■ with unmanly vanity. A  ft ranger to his own merit in thofe

things in which he excelled in the opinion o f the world, he ar~ »----- .----- »

rogated to him felf praife in provinces for which nature had al­

together rendered him unfit. W ith  an open and generous difpo- 

fition, he wilhed to be thought artful and fevere ; and blind o  

his abilities in the field, he endeavoured to,carry the palm in the 

cabinet. T o  mention to him the defigns o f  his brother, was a 

fatire upon his penetration; to fuggeft to him caution, was, in  

his eyes, an accufation o f his courage. H e looked not around 

him into the condud o f  others-; and. he abhorred every enquiry 

into his own. Under the fttadow o f  this carelefs and arrogant 

vanity in Morad, his brother fabricated at leifure his own de­

figns. But his exceffive eagernefs to heighten the deceit, was the 

means o f its being difcovered. Morad him felf faw through the veil 

o f flattery which he had laid over his ambitious views ; but 

the vanity, which at firft induced him to give faith to Aurung- 

;:6be, made him afterwards defpife his infinccrity. H e fell at 

laft a vid im  to his own arrogant folly.
-•

Aurungzebe, however, owed not altogether his fuccefs either and 

to his own hypocrify, or to the weaknefs o f  his brother. N a ­

turally averfe to pomp and magnificence, he affeded all his life 

that humble deportment which brings the prince near to the 

people. W ithout being virtuous from principle, he was an ene­

my to vice from conftitution ; and he never did an a d  o f injuftice, 

dll he alpired to the throne. In his private charader, he was an 

example o f decency to others ; an affedionate parent, a fincere 

friend, a juft mafter, Deftitute o f  that elegance o f perfon, and 

that winning behaviour which had rendered his brothers the idols 

o f  the people wherever they moved, he endeavoured to, acquire a 

degree o f popularity by the aufterity o f his manners. Like the 

reft o f  the fam ily o f  T im ur, he was bred up with very free no­
tions]

^' iG° V \  “
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Ah S : X  ; !ons; ; P on the f o ^ a o f  religion ; but variouscircumftances in-
~ duced him afterwards to aflume the appearance o f a rigid devo­

tee. H is brothers, b y encouraging men o f  all religions, had of­

fended the followers o f  Mahommed. The pofterity o f thofe M o ­

guls, who under Baber conquered India, and foldiers o f  fortune 

from T artary and Perfia, occupied the greateft number o f the 

places o f  profit and truft in the empire. Thefe could not fee, 

without envy, men o f  .different perfuafions from themfelves, ad­

mitted into the confidence o f princes who ftill profelfed the M a- 

hommedan faith. Though filent at court, they murmured in 

fecret; and lamented the declining ftate o f  a religion, under the 

aufpices of which they had extended their government over 

India. Aurungzebe, by his rigid adherence to the tenets incul­

cated in the Coran, gained the efteem o f  all thofe, who, i f  the 

expreffion m ay be ufed, were the chains which kept together the 

Rations o f Hindoftan under the houfe o f  Tim ur. But the influ­

ence which Aurungzebe derived from his devotion did not, for 

m any years, fuggeft an ambition to afpire to the empire H e  

only hoped that under the cloke o f f a u l t y ,  he m ight pafs i n .

fafety Ins hfe under any o f  his brothers, whom  Fortune might 
place on the throne.

o f W g -  That fpecious appearance, which the adtions o f  a man o f  

re lgion muft wear in the eyes o f the world, facilitated his 

Ichemes. In his long march from the Decan, his troops ob- 

ferved a moll exadt difeipline. N o ravages were committed ; no 

mjuftice done. W hen he fat down with his army in a field o f  

corn, he either paid the eftimated value to the owners, or gave a 

receipt for it as a part o f  the revenue due to the crown. “  Though  

am forced,”  faid he, “  into a war by the machinations o f Dara,d  

cannot confider m yfelf as in an enemy’s country.”  W hen the 

people came to decide their differences before him, he remanded 

’ -  2  them



I f f  <SL
S  H  A  w  J  E  H  A  N , a 6 3

them to the officers o f  the empire. “  Fortune/’ he was heard to A.D . i6jg. 

fay* “  may change the prim e, but the fundamental laws o f the 

ftate mull not be changed. Should I fail in m y prefent enter- 

prize,”  continued he to the petitioners, “  m y judgment would not 

avail you, nay, it would do you harm with the conquerors. But 

i f  I fhali fucceed in m y undertakings, I proimfe to acquiefce in 

the determination o f  the Imperial ju d ges.”  Thefe moderate 

fentxments contributed to reconcile the minds o f the people to his 

governm ent; and even induced them to afcribe the moft wicked o f  

his adions to neceffity.

W hen the news o f  his having mounted the throne arrived intelligence 

at A gra, the governor filled every comer o f the city with pub­

lic demonftrations o f jo y . T h e  people were rather ftruck with  

furprize, than moved with gladnefs. T h e y , however, obferved 

that cautious filence which fuits the fubjedls o f  defpotifm. T h e  

noife o f the artillery on the walls o f the citadel, fainted the old 

emperor’s ears, and rouzed him from the melancholy into which 

he had been plunged by his misfortunes. ‘ 4 Go, Jehanara,”  he  

laid, for his daughter was the only perfon near him ; “  go, and 

learn the caufe o f this hidden mark o f joy ! But w h y fhould 

w e enquire ? T h e gladnefs o f thofe who furround tis, muft add to 

our grief. Some new misfortune muft have fallen on Dara ; look 

not abroad, left the firft objed to ftfike your eyes, fhould be the 

head o f a brother whom you tenderly loved.”  Jehanffia* burfting 

into tears, arofe; and, in the pafiage which led to the haram, 

was met by the chief eunuch, who was haftening to the emperor 

with the news.

T h e  eyes o f Shaw  jehan flafhed with rage. H e rofe—*he concerning 

walked to and fro through the apartment, but he udered not 

one word. H is daughter fat at a diftance in tears j he railed his
v  t . f -  , eyes,

' G° i x
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A- p. 1658. eyes, and looked ftedfaftly for fome time on the figure o f  a crown

c-il-v— _/ which hung fufpended from the ceiling over his head. H e called 

at length the chief eunuch ; “  T a k e ,”  faid he, “  that bauble 

a w a y ;  it mocks me with the memory o f m y former condition.’'

T h e  tear flood in his eye : “  Y et flay thy hand,”  refumed the 

emperor ; “  this would be owning the right o f Aurungzebe.”  H e  

beckoned to the eunuch to retire : he flood involved in thought.

“  T h e new  emperor, Jehanara,”  faid Sh aw  Jehan, “  has prema­

turely mounted his throne. H e  fhould have added the murder 

o f a father to the other crimes which have raifed him fo high.

But this perhaps is alfo a r t ; he wants to deprive me, by m ifre- 

prefentation, o f  what remains o f  m y fame, before he deprives me 

o f life.”

Howreceived W hilft Shaw  Jehan was m aking thefe melancholy refle&ions
fo Shaw
Jehan?W on his own loft condition, a mefiage was brought to him from

Mahommed, the eldeft fon o f Aurungzebe, who had remained 

at A gra. H e  begged leave to have permiflion to wait upon his 

grandfather. T h e  emperor, ftarting from  his reverie at the name 

o f Mahommed, replied to the mefienger, “  I f  he comes as an 

enem y, I have no power to prevent him ; i f  as a friend, I have 

now no crown to beftow ;”  alluding to his offer to Mahommed, 

when that prince feized the citadel. T h e  meffenger told him,

T h at Mahommed wifhed only to be admitted to communicate to 

the emperor the reafons which induced his father to mount 

the throne. Fathers,”  replied Shaw  Jehan, “  have been de­

throned b y their fons ; but to infult the misfortunes o f  a parent, 

was left for Aurungzebe. W h at reafon but his ambition has the 

rebel for affuming the empire ? T o  liften to his excufes, would be 

to acknowledge the juftice o f  his conduct, b y  fhewing, b y m y  

weaknefs, that I could no longer wield the fcepter w hich he has 

ftruck from  m y hand.” --------Mahommed retired.

Th ou gh

3



T h ou gh  the power o f  Shaw  Jeh^n had, in a great meafure, ter- A D. ,6 ;* . 

minated with the ficknefs which rouzed his Tons to arms, his ,Hlg:  ,_°68; 

reign m ay be faid to have continued till Aurungzebe mounted Refle,fUoM '* 

the throne near Delhi. H e  held the fcepter o f  India thirty folar 

years, five months and two d a ys; and when he was dethroned, 

he had arrived at the lixty-feventh year o f his age. T h e  means 

b y which Sh aw  Jehan obtained the empire o f  the M oguls, were 

not more juftifiable than thofe which he fo much blamed in A u -  

rungzebe. H e  rebelled againft his father, and he permitted his 

relations to be facrificed to his fears. W hen he had fecured to 

him felf the undifturbed' poffeffion o f  the empire, he became an 

excellent and a humane, as well as an able prince. D uring his 

long reign, w e hear o f  no private affaffinations, no public execu­

tions, no arbitrary injuflice, nooppreflion. Rebellion, which gene •> 

taflly riles from  tyranny, was unknown ; univerfal peace was efta- 

bliflied1 on the urt deviating juftice and clem ency o f  the emperor.

H is  government was vigorous without feverity, im partial, digni­

fied, and fudden in its determinations. H e  received complaints 

w ith  w ell-weighed taution ; and never palled,.judgment till both 

parties were heard. H is  pervading eye travelled to the moft 

diftant corners o f  his empire. H e  traced opprelfion to its 

moft fecrct retreats; c*n d , though a lover o f  m oney, no fum  

could pfoted offenders from  his juftice. T h e ft and robbery were, 

b y his prudent regulations, eradicated from his extenfive empire.

T h e  governors o f  the provinces were direded b ya n e d id , to pay out 

o f  their private fortunes, the Ioffes o f  the fubjed in that w a y ; 

which were afeertained upon oath in a court o f  juftice. T h e  fen- 

•tence o f  the-judge was a warrant for the money upon the S u -  

bas, which they were forced immediately to p a y ; otherwife they 

were, upon complaint to the emperor, turned out o f  their govern­

ments, and feverely fined.

V oL. TII. M  m Shaw  1
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THE HIS TORY OF HINDOSTAN.

ij%’ sSil. Shaw JeMn was handfome in his -perferi, active, in /ilhthe,man- 
’federates, affable and ,-agreeable in hi:; .-canveciatioh, hie. did 
not:, like his. father, ddfcend too much from the dignity-of a prip.ee,, 
nor involve himielf in an oh'fcure ciift&nce and refcrve* Warm in 
his conditution, he loved the company.' of. women , though the 
charms of the daughter of Afigh, the mother, of almpft all', his ciul- 
dreni kept pdfleffidih of Ms'affe&irinsiduring Iter life, Mis learning, 
was fuch as was common among the princes'of the hpule of 
Timur; a thorough knowledge of the-Arabian and Perfian., lan­
guages, the, arts of writing and (peaking with elegance and pro-, 
priety, the finely of hiftoty, ©f the Coraft, of the lawp-atid ca­
non s of his predeoeffor-s, of the .ait, pf governipcot, financiering, 
and of the ancient.-triages of .the empire. Though eclipfed by 
the. extraordinary abilities of ft/johabet in war, be, way, a good, 
general,',and ap,exeebe»t;foldier.. Biyjqputaiw  wasj/p 
that refpefi,, that he not only kept Ms own .dopjjnipns. in* pey<fg 
at home, but .even made, re step live conquers abroad* Rapid, bn 
all hhv *»eaforas»>he eritOted rebellion■ before it defend the-paips-.; 
for fo:fed'(»61 irin an y  man, was, with dhm. to brifrefkreriw. A 
IbVfef hi p kJfare, w îthput being-sirs flare, lie niver negk%tl 
bhfihdfs for fenfpality ;• and induftcy, .; .wealth! arid commerce:4p|f- 
rifbed under*the ebrtain• j^roteaian and vigilance • ■©£ Ms gpvferii- 
ltteM. Mid he not fallen in foroe 'theafofesfrom the of re#- 
fon and lerihbility, by the rage. of • ,-cmeh-di&rdf* .wfrfck %
inherited fttok. has fMtetv.’he might have d^feepdeti from, fhp 
thrbhe to'bis grave,! and have btoWaed his Iwfctesr „ days, with that 
Bftre Which had covered his; reign. But,, .his mind m m  M f& r- 
tntd by dileafej »hd Ms age was devoted to n^eknclloly vntl 
nailery, '-Tri ■ '' ;» %-xjvjI,

,. id} of HwJqawj uogt?
awUharadter Sh aw  Jehan was, upon the whole, a great,;and If we draw a, 
jetUa.W je i i  over his accefhon to the throne, a good prince. But we

■ ‘"'l ; mult

(fW|): : "'̂  (§l
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muft afcribe his cruelty in a great meafure to neceffity, and the A-.D* »6s8*
J  H ig. 1068.

manners o f  his country. Am bition, am ong the princes o f  the Eaft, '— ■%— '  

is joined w ith  the ftronger paffion o f  fear. Self-prefervation  

drives them on to defperate meafures ; fubmiffion w ill not avail, 

and they muft owe their lives to their valour. T h e  throne itfelf 

is no fecurity to the reigning prince, in a country where the fuc- 

ceflion is not fixed b y acknowledged and eftablifhed rules. R evo­

lution and change prefent themfelves to his imagination ; till a f-  

faffination fteps in, and effectually relieves him  from  his terrors.

S h a w  Jehan was not naturally c ru e l; but he loved his own life  

better than the lives o f  his relations. T o  murder, or to be murdered, 

w as the alternative offered to him by fortune. A  throne ora grave  

terminated his profpeCts on either fid e ; and when w e confefs 

ourfelves fhocked at his inhumanity, w e lofe h a lf our rage in  

the neceflity which impofed upon him  the meafure. H e  made 

fome amends for his crimes, in the ftriCt juftice and clemency 

o f his governm ent; and Hindoftan w as flourifliing and happy, 

till his own policy was revived b y his Tons,

M m 2  A U R U N G -
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Reflexions—Misfortunes of Solimdn Sheko—His flight to Serinagur—
Diflrefs, irrefolution, and flight of Bara—He quits the Suttuluz 
the Bea—and Lahore—Aurungzebc returns—Preparations and 
march of Buja—Approach of Aurungzebc—The battle of Kidg- 
%vd - Defeat and flight of Suja—Unaccountable conduct of the 
Mardja—His flight—Aurungzebe arrives at Agra—Writes to his

father►
r r  H  E  confinement o f  the emperor, «n d  the feizure o f  the per- a d .1 lbn o f M orad, opened a fair field for the ambition o f A u -  

rupgzebe. T o  difguife longer his ferious defigns on the empire, 

would, from the improbability o f  the thing, be imprudent. H e  

however covered his love o f power with profeffions o f  neceffity; 

and Hill lamented the occafion which had' burdened his head w ith  

a crown. T h is  fpecious condutf, though too obvious in its de- 

fign to deceive, derived an advantage from  its modeft appear­

ance; and men forgot his deviations from virtue, in the opinion 

that he was afhamed o f his crimes. H a vin g  fubdued’ rhe pafiioa 

e f  vanity before he gave the rein to ambition, he appeared infen- 

fible o f his ow n exaltation. H is  humility teemed- to encreafe up­

on the throne to fuch a degree, that even thofe w ho could not ap­

prove o f his meafures, were at a lofs to w hat they ought to.afonbe- 

bis condudt Averfe to pleafure^ and contemning pomp and magm.-

ficeuce, the obvious inducements to the feizing o f the fcepter were-
wanting;

( **9
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^•R- '¥ •  wanting to Aurungzghe; but his active mind found, in its own
w -v — „,) vigour, a kind of right to command mankind.

Soliman The new emperor had ftcarqe mounted the throne near Delhi,
when he was alarmed with intelligence of the march of Soliman, 
by the fki-rts of the northern mountains, to join his father tiara at 
Lahore. We loft light of that prince in the midft of his mutinous 
army, near Allahabad. The principal nobles who had attended 
him in, his fuocefefui expedition agamft Suja, qeferted his flaiidard 
at the firft news eft" his father’s defeat.. The cpiifitiementof. Shaw 
j  ehan depi *ved ,,him of more of his .followers 5 but; a .number, i ef­
ficient to deferve die mine of.au -army, M l remained, in his camp..
Though bold and unconcerned in adtjoii, Soliman was fubjeft to 
political•fears. The news of, repeated misfortunes, came daily from 
every quarter. He became perplexed and undedfive: various 
expedients prefented themfelves to his view, but he could fix on 
none. His firft mas, fo.petuynyo Bengal^ but, dubious
of fuccefs agahtft Suja with a reduced and dispirited army, he 
dropt that deftgn, and gayp hiipfeifup agafn to watering fqhemes.
He haft none to advife h u p ; and his own mind afforded no re- 
four a. in diftrefs. "V-Ten intelligence of the march of the confe- 
drrate princes from Agra arrived in his camp, he thought of fur- 
prifing the capital, and, by, pleafing bis grandfather, to'add the 
weight of that mpnarfids. napac tpf his dpftnirjg caufe. j He de­
camped, but his evil Mrs prevailed. He changed Lis courfe, and 
directed his march to Lahore.

■ r" "• *■ ;• . >!.'*> ■ '-SHIT v'} vSf&W'-
The uadecifive meafures of Soliman wore Mown to his troops,

They began to defpife the authority of one who could not perfc- 
vure in any plan. All difcipline became 'relaxed. The inde- 
pet.dance of the foldier rofe with his contempt, of liis, general. Re. 
gidafity was loft in liecntiouluefs; uoxifufion, rapi5ie; and .infolencc 

/ prevailed;
3 , • 1 • ,
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prevailed; and the whole army, inftead of obeying the prince,'
placed a merit in their not deferting his caufe. That intrepidity '--- v—
and firmnefs which'was neceffary to the occafion, no longer re­
mained in Soliman. His ftandard had been left by thofe whom 
he thought his bell friends, and a melancholy diftruft prevailed in 
his mind. T o  correct the licence of the foldrery, was to Me their 
fupport. He permitted them, with a vain hope of conciliating 
their affections, to ravage the country at large. Bu t, when they 
had loaded themfelves with lpoih they deferted in whole fcpiadrbns,. 
to fecure their wealth at home, and to avoid the dpubtful chance

of war. .. . . .v iii; , L , m « «m b n . . , -  *

Deftitiite of ,all?authority,, the prince moved along, fullen and by  h is  army* 
fileijf, f t  the hgad of an. arm y converted into a mob of banditti. He

ûr^ ^ Cn;tain,? T f  their n6t beInS
and he even looked with, indifference on the gradual decline in the 
number qf his followers,, , £yery morning prefented to his eyes at a 
diftance, whole fqua/drons that had quitted his camp in the night.
T hete only remained at laff four 4 thoufand miserable wretches,4 
who had fuffered theinfclves to be robbed of their booty. Fear, 
and not attachment, kept thefe round the ftandard of Soliman.
Their rapine had converted the whole country into an enemy, 
ahd 'there w.as .po longer, any. fafety in defertion. They, however, 
marked thmr inarch with ruin, and covered their rear with the 
faioke of villages, which they had plundered and fet on fire.

i.wf J r- •-f.'v.-y*- ' -f( » : >£v£ ; , s ,• f , *-,• .-.w, ,, .4* *y /r.

■ Aurungxebe received certain intelligence of the defensive rout take* 
pf Soliman through the countries of Shmwara and Muchlis-pour.
H e detached Fidai Chan with a confiderable force to interrupt his 
march. Shaifta, who had been left in the government of Agra, 
was ordered with troops, by a different rout, to prevent the efcape 
©f the prince by the road- through which he had come. He was
In no condition to cope w ith either o f  thofe lords. He turned his

march
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A. D. %6 ;8. march to the north, and entered the almoft impervious country of
Big. 3O0&,  ̂ „ , ,
C*—v-—> Serenagur, where the Ganges blues from the mountains into the 

plains of India. Pirti Singh, the Raja, received the unfortunate 
fugitive with kindnefs and refpea. He fent his own troops to 
guard the .pafles, and permitted the forces of Soli man to encamp 
in his valleys, to recover from the fatigues of a tedious march. 
Aurungzebe, upon receiving advices of the efcape of the prince, 
recalled F.idai.to the Imperial camp, and ordered Shaifta to his 'go- 
veminent of Agra,

tcfa,e 'Safe in the Hospitality of the prince of Serinagur, Soliman re­
mained fhut up in a fed tided country. The mountains, which 
protedpu him from the enemy, prevented him from hearing ox 
the fate of his friends. He became anxious and thoughtful, and 
difeovered neither pleafure nor amuiement in the rural fporta pur- 
fued by others through the romantic vahfjs which formed fhe:tfo- 
mlnions of the Raja. He loved to walk alone; to dive into the 
thickeft woods; to mix his complaints with the murmur of tor­
rents, which, falling from a thodfand rocks, filled the. whole counv 
try with an agreeable noife. One day, as the pnnee wandered 
from his party, he entered a narrow valley formed by one of the 
dreams which fall headlong from the impaffabie mouhtauis that 
environ Serinagur. In the center of the valley there'flood a 
.mound almofi covered with trees ; through the branches of which 
appeared undiftin&iy what feemed an Indian paged. The firearn, 
divided into two, furrounded the mound, and appeared to have 
worn away the foundations of the rock, on which the building 
flood; which circumftance rendered it raacceffibk oh every fide.
Solimdn, pleafed with this romantic feene, rode forward, and found 
that what he had miflaken for a'temple, was a houfe of picidvflC 
belonging to the Raja. Thither that prince often retired, with a 
few attendants, to enjoy the company of fomc Gaflumrian women 
of exqtiifite beauty. Some of thefe were walking' on the terrace

. when
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when Soliman approached. He was {truck with their perfons; A. p. 16$*,
' but he mftantly retired, «— ----- -

’ When he returned to the rerdence of the Raja, he mentioned in Serinsgdr, 
his adventure to that prince. His countenance was fuddenly over- 
caft, and he remained for fome time fdent. He at length laid,
“ All my dominions have I given up to Soli mao, yet he has in­
truded upon one little valley which I referved for myfelf.” So­
li man excufed his condud by his ignorance; but though the Raja 
pretended to be fatisfied, there appeared from that day forward a 
man if eft change in his behaviour. He became cold arid diflant j 
and he was difcontented and agitated when the fugitive prince 
came before him. Jcaloufy, however, was not the caufe of this 
alteration. Aurungzebe had applied to him through his ernii- 
fanes; and the honour of that prince contended with his avarice.
Soliman became uneafy at the doubtful gloom which hung on his 
countenance. He encamped, with his few followers, at fome 
diftance from the Raja’s refidence;  and he began to watch nar­
rowly the conduit of a prince, whom he {till called his prote&or 
and friend.

When Soliman entered the mountains of Serinagur, he difpatch- Irrefoiution 
ed a meffenger with the news of his misfortunes to his father Da­
ta. That prince was encamped, with a conliderable army, on the 
hanks of the Suttuluz. When he received the letters of his fon, 
he fhut himfelf up in his tent, and gave way to melancholy reflec­
tions on his own misfortunes. The imprifonment of his father 
was an. event, which, as it was expefted, did not furprize him? 
but the defertion of the vidtorious army under his fon, was a fe- 
vere ftroke to. his declining fortunes. H  even had conceived 
hopes from the prefence of Soliman, whofc activity and fame in 
war might revive the drooping fpirits of his party. But he was 

. V g l . Ill, N n ' fhut
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A. D. i658. fljut up within impervious mountains; and the enemy had occu- 
pied all the paffes. Dara was left to his own refources, and they 
failed, in the diftreffed fituation of his mind. He reflected on the 
paft with regret; he looked forward to the future with fear. 
Agitated by various paffions, he could fix upon no determined ex­
pedient to extricate himfelf from misfortune; and a panic began 
to feize his troops from the irrefolute undecifivenefs of his con­
duit.

•fD ara. Aurungzebe, who had his fpies in the camp of Dara, was no
ftranger to the fituation of his mind. To add to his panic, he 
marched from Karnal on the fifteenth of Auguft, and directed his 
courfe toward Lahore. Dara, who had remained irrefolute on the 
banks of theSuttuluz, decamped, upon the news of the enemy’s ap­
proach, with precipitation. The advanced guard of Aurungzebe 
palled the river without oppofition; and Dara fat down with his 
army behind the Bea, on the road to Lahore, to which city he him­
felf foon after retired, leaving the troops under the conduit of 
Daood Chan, an able and experienced officer. Dara had great re­
fources in the provinces behind Lahore. The governors had ftill 
remained faithful to the old emperor; the revenues of the pre­
ceding year had not been paid; and the prince found a confider- 
able fum in the Imperial treafury at Lahore. He foon raifed twen­
ty thoufand horfe, and his aitivity had begun to change the afpeit 
of his affairs. But he had hitherto been unfuccefsful: and he 
judged of the future by the paft. He was difturbed by the news 
of the approach of a part of the army of Aurungzebe, who, hav­
ing conftruited a bridge on the Suttuluz, were on full march to 
the Bea.

He retreats Daood, whom Dara had left at the head of the troops on the
irom t e ,a. ^a(j jjne(j banks with artillery, and thrown up entrench­

ments
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merits and redoubts, with a firm aiTurance of flopping the progrefs ^  D. 
o f the enemy. The rainy feafon was now come on, and he <—-v~—* 
was under no apprehenfions of not being able to keep the enemy 
for five months at bay. The northern provinces might, in the 
mean time, furnifn Data with an army of hardy fbldiers. Moha- 
bet, who commanded in Cabul, was in h k  intereftj and he ri valled 
h is predeceflor of the fame name id his abilities in war. But the 
evil genius of Dara prevailed. He lent orders to Daood to quit 
his poll. That officer was aftonifhed: he fent a remonfirance 
againft the meafure to the prince, and the jealous mind of Dar» 
fufpeded his fidelity. Pofitive orders- were font: Daood relu&ant- 
ly obeyed* The prince, finding himfielf wrong in his iufpicions, 
repented of his conduct. He lew into a violent, paffion againft 
the accufers of Daood, and he ordered that officer back to his 
pofl. It was new too late. The advanced guard of the enemy 
had eroded the Bea; and Aurungzebe, with the main body, arriv­
ed on the Suttuiuz on the twenty-fifth of Auguft.

Dara, reffe&ltig on the folly of his paft condad, and the pref- Hefitwe* a- 
fore of the prefent time, was thrown, into the utmoft conflernation.
Chan Jehan, who commanded the enemy, had been reinforced by 
a body of troops and a train, of artillery from the main body.
Daood advifed the prince to give battle, to confirm the courage of 
his troops by the defeat of a force fo much inferior in point o f 
numbers. The prince was obflinate. He alleged, that though 
his army was more numerous than the enemy, they were not equal 
to them in difcipline; that, fuddenly gathered together, they had 
not been habituated to danger; and that to engage the rebels, for 
fo he affected to call the abettors of Aurungzebe, would, be to 
haften the completion of their wifhes, by giving them an eafy vic­
tory. “ But, Daood !” continued he, “ I am not only unfortunate, 
but weak. Had I followed your advice, and kepi poffeffion of the 

* N a  s* Suttuluz
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^Hg !o6g8* ^uttuluz ant  ̂ Bea, I might have at Ieaft fufpended, for fome 
—v——' months, the fate of the empire. But I, who have been fo often de­

ceived by my brothers, am become diftruftful o f my friends.”

and flies from Daood endeavoured to comfort the prince, by obferving, that
Lahore. _ *

though the reputation of keeping a victorious enemy at bay during 
the rainy feafon, might contribute to change the face of affairs* 
yet ftill there were hopes. T hat to remain at Lahore without 
obtaining a victory, would be as improper as it appeared impoffible 
that Hill they had rivers which might be defended againft the 
whole force of Aurungzebe; and that if  the prince fhould be 
pleafed to blot all unworthy fufpicions from his mind, he himfelf 
would undertake to give him fufficient time to colled a force in 
the provinces beyond the Indus. Dara embraced him with tears* 
and began to retreat. The army, difcouraged at the apparent irre- 
folution of their commander, began to fear for themfelves. Hav­
ing loft all confidence in the abilities of the prince, they faw no­
thing before them but diftrefs to him, and ruin to themfelves. 
They deferted in whole fquadrons; and the unfortunate Dara faw 
his numbers hourly diminifhing as he advanced toward Moultan..
The van of the enemy under Chan Jehan hung clofe on the heels 
of the fugitive, and his friends throughout the empire gave alL 
their hopes to the wind.

Several no- Aurungzebe arriving on the Suttul’uz, was informed of the
Wes fubmit flight o f Dara. His apprehenfions from that quarter vanifhed, 

and he encamped for ten days on the banks of the river to refrefh 
his army. The Maraja, who had given the firft battle to Au -̂ 
rungzebe near the city of Ugein, thinking the affairs of Dara def- 
perate, came to the camp with a tender of his allegiance. A num­
ber of the nobility, who had hitherto remained firm to the old 
emperor, haftened to the court of the new, and proftrated them­

felves
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felves at the foot of the throne. Aurungzebe received them with 
unconcern, and told them that the feafon of forgivenefs was pa ft. v~—'
« When Fortune,.” laid he, “ hung doubtful over my arms, you 
either abetted my enemies, or waited in fecurity for the decilion of 
Fate concerning the empire. Thefe,” pointing to his nobles,
“ ferved me in my diftrefs. 1 reward them with my confidence; 
hut I grant you, in pardoning your lives, a greater favour than 
thofe 1 conferred on them. Neceffity gives roe your obedience: 
let your generality convince me that you are fincere. My enemies 
have dillipated the treafures o f the empire, and I, who hope long 
to manage its affairs, will not irnpoverifh it by heavy exa&ions.
Your wealth is great. Juftice, which fn affairs of ftate follows 
fortune, gives me a right to the whole; but my moderation only 
claims a part.’r They paid large firms to the treafury, and a gene ­
ral indemnity palfed, under the feals of the empire.

The haughty fpirit of theMaraja revolted at the Indignity of a toAurong- 
cold reception. He however had gone too far to recede. Natu­
rally averfe to the fubtle character of Aurungzebe, he had aSual­
ly performed the promile which he had made to his high-ipirited 
wife after his defeat, fie colleded an army, and was about to 
purfue Aurungzebe, when, the misfortunes of Dara began. The 
lofs of the battle near Agra fiaggered his allegiance; he became 
more irrefolute after the imprifonment of Shaw Jehan;. and the 
flight of Dara to Lahore, threw him at the feet of the new empe­
ror. He told Aurungzebe, That being of a- religion which incul­
cated the belief of a Providence as fuperintending over human af­
fairs, he was now under no doubts concerning the fide on which 
the gods had declared themfelves. It were therefore, continued he, 
a kind of impiety to oppofe him whom Heaven has placed on the 
throne. Aurungzebe pleafan.ly replied, “ I am glad to owe to 
the religion what I hoped not from the love of Jeflwint Singh.”

The
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A. D 1658. The vifier Meer Jumla, who at the beginning of the rebellion 
had fubmitted to a political imprifonment in the Decan, feeing the

K r iVCS affairs of Aurungzebe in too good a condition to demand a conti­
nuance of his double conduct, broke his fictitious chains, and pre- 
fented himfelfat court. The new emperor received him with every 
mark of honour and affeCtion. He pfefented him with elephants, 
horfes, riches, dreffes, and arms ; but of his whole fortune, 
which, to keep up appearances, had been confifcated, he only 
returned about fifty thoufand roupees. “ In ferving the hate,5' 
faid Aurungzebe, “  I have expended your fortune; but you, in 
ferving it again, may acquire another.” Jumla made no reply, 
but feemed fatisfied with his efcape from the critical fituation in 
which he had been plunged by the civil war. A field foon present­
ed itfelf to his abilities; and his fortune was amply reftored by 
the unabating favour of his fovereign.

Aurungzebe Intelligence arriving in the Imperial camp that Data had taken
Mouttlm0 the rout of Moultan, Aurungzebe eroded the Suttuluz on the ' 

fifth of September. He advanced with rapid marches toward that 
city, wifhing to put an end to the war in the north. Chan Jehan, 
who commanded the vanguard, arriving in Moultart, the unfortu­
nate prince fled toward Bicker, and the mountains beyond the Indus.
In vain had it been remonflrated to him by his followers, that he 
ought to have taken the rout of Cabul. Mohabet, who had been 
always averfe to Aurungzebe, was at the head of a difeiplined ar­
my in that province. Aids might be drawn from the weflern Tar­
tary; there was even a profpeft of Perfia’s efpoufing the caufe of 
Dara. Soldiers of fortune, men adapted by their manners and 
climate for the field, would flock to his ftandard. But Fortune 
had forfaken Dara, .and fhe was followed by Prudence. Aurung­
zebe, when he firft heard of the courfe of his brother’s flight,
cried out, in an ecftacy of joy, “  That the war was at an end.” He

detached

■ ■ ' , __
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detached eight thoufand horfe, under the conduct of Mecr Baba, A- D. 1658.0 _ Hig. ic-68.
after the fugitive, and moved his camp on his return toward v —«——'
Agra.

M anj caufes concurred in making Aurungzebe anxious to re- Caufeofhis 
turn to Agra. The force left in that city was fmall; and Shailta, 
who commanded there, was no great foldier. The troops, though 
iilent, had not yet reconciled their minds to the force ufed againft 
the per Ion of Morad; and they were, in fome meafure, Chocked at 
the emperor's breach of faith, to a friend as well as a brother.
Shaw Jehan, though dol'd v confined, had his emiffaries and 
friends every where. Wbifpers concerning the unworthy ufage 
of that great prince were carried round, and heard with attention.
Many of the nobles railed by his favour refpe&cd him ftill for 
what he had been; and the empire, in general, which had llou- 
riihed under his government, lamented the cloud which had fet­
tled on the latter end of a life of renown. The Maraja was 
ftill his friend. Proud and haughty beyond meafure, he could 
not forget his defeat by Aurungzche, and he was chagrined at 
the cold reception which that prince had lately given to his 
proffered allegiance. Joy Singh, who had in a manner betrayed 
Solimun, thought alfo that he was not well requited for his 
fen ices, He was ftill attached to Shaw Jehan, whole open and 
manly behaviour upon every, occafion he compared with advantage 
to the cold duplicity of his fon.

Suja, who fir ft appeared in arms againft Dara, faw now a more Preparations 
dangerous enemy in another brother. The lots which he had 
fuftained againft Soli mm was loon recovered in the rich and populous 
kingdom of Bengal. He faw a new cloud forming which was to 
burft upon him, and he prepared himlelf againft the ftonn. He 
collected an army with his ufual activity, and was on the point of

4 taking
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A D. 1658. taking the rout of Agra, to relieve his father from confinement.
Hig. 1068. °  i
v——v——/ To deceive Aurungzebe, he had congratulated that prince on his 

mounting the throne at Delhi; he owned his title, and only folicited 
for a continuance of his government over Bengal. The emperor was 
not to be deceived. He fawthe views of mankind in their fituation 
and character, and took profeflions of friendfhip from rivals for 
mere founds. He however had behaved with his ufual civility to the 
meflenger of Suja. He pretended to be anxious about knowing 
the ftate of his health, and he made a minute inquiry concerning 
his children and family. “ As for a new commilfion to my bro­
ther,”  faid he, “  it is at once unneceffary and improper. I my- 
felf am but my father’s vicegerent in the empire; and I derive my 
whole power from thofe infirmities-which have rendered t h e  em­
peror unfit for the bufinefs of the ftate.” This anfwer, though 
not fatisfadory, amufed Suja, and furnifhed an opportunity for 
Aurungzebe to break the power of Dara, and to eftablifh his own 
authority.

of Suja. Suja, at length, threw off the mafk; from a fubjed to Aurung­
zebe, he became his competitor for the empire. He begun his 
march with a numerous army, accuftoming them to the ma­
noeuvres -of the field as he moved. His brother, who expeded 
the ftorm, was not furprifed at its approach. He remained but 
four days at Moultan. His fon Mahommed was made governor 
of that province; that of Punjab was conferred on Chillulla.
He outftripped his army in expedition; and on the twenty- 
fourth of Odober he entered Lahore. He arrived at Delhi on 
the twenty-firft of November ; and notwithftanding the preffure 
o f his affairs in the fouth, he celebrated his birth-day in that city, 
having entered theforty-firft year of his age. The fplendid and 
numerous appearance of the nobility on that occafion, convinced 
Aurungzebe, who always made judicious observations on the

behav iou r
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behaviour of mankind, that he was firmly eftablilhed on the l6?R-■ Hig. 1069.
throne which he had ufarped. The nobles mod remarkable for e.— /--- •
their penetration, were the firli to pay their refpeds: they faw the 
abilities of the reigning prince ; they were no ftrangers to the 
inferiority of his brothers; and they confidered Fortune as only 
another name for Prudence. Daood, who had adhered hitherto 
to Dara, forfook that prince when he took, contrary to his advice, 
the rout of Bicker. He threw himfelf at the feet of Aurungzebe; 
who, knowing his abilities, received him with diftin&ion, and 
raifed him to the. rank of fix thoufand horfe.

During; the few days which Aurungzebe palled at Delhi, - he Preparation
°  J  . o f  Aurung-

informed himfelf minutely of the force and resources of Suja. zebe.
That prince was more formidable than the emperor had imagined.
To infure fuccefs, he ordered his fon Mahommed to join him 
with the army from Moultan, andhe refolved to avail himfelf of the 
great parts of Jumla. That lord had been fent, loon after his 
arrival at court, to fettle the affairs of Chandeilh and Guzeiat, and 
he was ordered to return with fome of the veteran troops Rationed 
on the fouthern frontiers of the empire. The emperor, in the 
mean time, having arrived at Agra, reinforced the garrifon of 
that city under Shaifla ; being apprehenfive of an invalion under 
prince Soliman, from the mountains of Serinagur. He himfelf 
took immediately the field; and moved fiowly down the Jumna, 
in hourly expectations of reinforcements from the north and

weft.

Suja, in the mean time, with a numerous army, was in full Soj* on full 
march toward the capital. He arrived at Allahabad ; and hav­
ing remained a few days in the environs of that place, he renewed 
his march, and encamped his army, in a ftrong pofition, at a place 
called Kidgwa, about thirty miles from Allahabad. Diltruftful 

VOL. III. . ° °  ° f
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A. p. i6?9. of the difcipliae of his army, he entrenched hirafelf, and waited for 
the arrival of Aurungzebe, whom he wilhed to engage with, an 
advantage which might fupply the inferiority of his troops, in 
point of courage and hardinels. But Aurungzebe ftudioufly pro­
tracted the time. His march was ddagnediv flow, till he was 
joined by his ion Mahommed with the troops of the north. He 
then moved forward with great expedition; Mahommed com­
manding the van, confuting of five thoufand chofen horfe. Suja 
was afloniftied at this ludden vigour in his brother’s meafurcs; 
he began to fortify his camp, and 'to make difpofitions for receiv­
ing the enemy with warmth.

Fort'fies iti  The prince Mahommed, naturally full of fire, exceeded his
camp. orders. He pre-ffed onward with the van, eager for a light of the 

enemy ; and when he prefented himfelf before Suja, the emperor, 
with tl .e army and artillery, was forty miles in the rear. He rode along 
the lines of the enemy, and, with unpardonable rafhnef's, feemed to 
provoke them to battle. Suja, however, for what came is un­
certain, took no advantage of his temerity. The prince at length 
encamped his fin all army; and difpatehed a mefienger with his 
obfer vat ions on the pofition and firength of the enemy. Aurung­
zebe was offended at the rafhnefs of his fpn. He was, however, 
gentle in his reproof. “ When you flia 11 pofiefs the empire, 
Mahommed,” faid he, “ you mull protefl it with more caution.
A monarch ought to be a general rather than a partisan; and few 
forget folly in valour.’’ The haughty fpirit. of the prince was 
impatient of rebuke. Active gallant, and fiery, he defpifed the 
flow dilates of Prudence; and would rather owe his fame to his 
iword, than to political management and addrefs.

Au ungztfce The Imperial flandard came in fight on. the- thirteenth of
tetters battle. _ . . .  ,January 1059; anu Aurungzebe encamped hss.,army, leaving an

extenfivc
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extenfive plain, very fit for a battle, between him and the lines a d , 1659. 
of Suja. He drew up his army, on the morning of the fifteenth, 1—— —-> 
in two lines, advancing his artillery fome paces in the front.
About twelve o’clock the cannon began to open on both fides.
Suja had placed his artillery on a rifing-ground, and his batteries 
were well ferved. He fcoured the enemy’s lines; and Aurung­
zebe, who durft not attack the trenches, was obliged to return 
with fome lofs to his camp. Suja took no advantage of the. re­
treat of his brother. l ie  retired within his lines, and impru­
dently negle&ed to keep pofleflion of the rifing-ground on the 
right, from which his artillery had played with fuch advantage 
on the enemy. Meer Jumla, who had arrived a few days before 
from the Decan, obferved the negligence of Suja. He repre- 
fented the advantage which Fortune had offered to Aurungzebe ; 
and that prince ordered him to take pofleflion of the hill in the 
night. Before morning appeared, Jumla threw up a redoubt on 
the place, and lined it with cannon; which were covered with a 
ftrong party of fpearmen.

When day-light appeared, Jumla ordered his battery on the The battle 
hill to open. The tents of Suja were in the range of the fhot; bes‘ns* 
and the prince was obliged immediately to ftrike them, and to 
move his quarters to the left. Aurungzebe, who perceived the 
commotion in the enemy’s camp, on account of the unexpected 
fire from the battery, thought this a proper opportunity to 
make a general aflault. His army were already formed; 
and he ordered his elephants to advance with all expedition to 
tread down the entrenchments. A ftrong body of cavalry fuf- 
tained the charge. The defendants, already in confufiqn, made 
but a faint refiftance. The elephants foon levelled the entrench- ' *«»
ment, and the horfe poured into the camp. Flight, confufion, 
and flaughter prevailed. Aurungzebe, mounted on a lofty ele-

O o 2 phant,
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î-'iig' lS?! P^ant» **aw l^e appearance of victory on every fide, He pulhed 
—v-—•*' forward into the center, to render complete the advantage 

which he had already obtained. Bu Fortune took a fudden 
change; ancl inevitable ruin feemed to overwhelm him and his. 
affairs.

tĥ Maraia.1̂  The Maraja, JdTwint Singh, having made his peace with 
Aurungzebe, had joined that prince with his native troops. His 
defeat at LIgein remained Hill frefli in his m ind; and he longed to 
recover the laurels which he had loft in that unfortunate field.
He had received orders to advance with his Ra j apu t s and  he 
even made a fiicw of attacking the enemy. But when he faw 
the emperor entering their camp, he hidden iy turned, and fled 
with all his forces. The Moguls, however, followed not his 
example. Aurungzebe carried forward on his elephant the Im­
perial ftandard; and they were afliamed to leave it to the enemy. 
Jeffwint, dlftppointed in his aim of drawing his party to flight 
by his own, fell fuddenly on the rear of tire line. He feized upon 
the baggage ; and put fervants and women to the fword, without 
Cither dirtin&ion or mercy. The noife of the flaughter behind 
was carried to the front, which was engaged with Suja in the 
center o f his camp. Some fled to fave their wives 5 and, cowards, 
wanting only an example, they were followed by thoufands. The 
fines began to thin apace; the attack was fuftained with Ids 
vigour; and the enemy acquired courage.

RdoLitionof Aurungzebe exhibited upon the occafion, that refolute firmnefs 
which always riles above misfortune. To fly was certain ruin; 
to remain, an almoft certain death. Tie fat aloft on his elephant, 
in full pofieffion of his own mind; and he feemed not to know 
that any difaft^r had happened in the rear. The enemy, who had
been tUrnukuoufly hurrying out of the camp, returned with/ '

vigour



vigour to the charge, upon the hidden change in the face of ^ $ 9*
affairs. Suja, with an undaunted countenance, led the attack, '-J—v---- •
landing in the cattle, upon an enormous elephant. When his 
eye fell upon his brother, he ordered his driver to dired the. 
furious animal that way. One of the principal officers of 
Aurungzebe, who wasalfo mounted on an elephant, perceiving the. 
intention of Suja, ruffied in before the prince. He was over­
thrown in the firft fhock, but the elephant of Suja differed fo 
much in the concuffion, that the animal flood trembling through 
every jo in t; having loft all fenfe of command, and almoft the 
power of motion. The difappointed prince feemed enraged at 
his fortune; but the elephant of one of his nobles advanced 
againft that of the emperor; and, in the firft fhock, the latter 
animal fell upon his knees; and it was with great difficulty he re­
covered himfelf. Aurungzebe had one foot out of the caftle, 
ready to alight. The crown of India hovered on the refolution 
of a moment. Meer Jumla was near, on horfeback : “ Stop,” 
faid he, turning fternly to Aurungzebe; “ you defcend from the 
throne.’’ The emperor, who was now compofed, feemed to 
finile at the reproof. Whilft the animals continued to engage, 
the markfman, who fat behind him, fhot the adverfary’s 
driver; but the enraged elephant continued, notwithftanding, to 
fight. Aurungzebe was now in imminent danger ; when he was 
delivered from deftrudtion by the refolution of his driver. He 
threw himfelf dexteroufly on the neck of the other elephant, and 
carried him off; whilft his own place was fupplied by one of the 
officers who fat behind the caftle. Another elephant, in the 
mean time, advanced againft Aurungzebe; but he had the good 
fortune to flioot the driver with his own hand.

The emperor now found that his own elephant, from the andofAu- 
many fhocks which he had received, was much weakened and runS7,lbt’

5 difpirited.
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Aifpirited. He began to be afraid that he could not even keep
v--- v—„.j the animal in the field:. To alight would be equal to ftiglit itfelf.

The elephant began to turn ; and Aurupgzebe, whole refol * tiers 
never failed Turn in defperate flotations, Ordered- the chains, 
which are always, ready for binding him, to be locked round 
his feet. The emperor reinained immoveable amidft'the ene­
my} a thoufand fhot were aimed at him, a thoufand arrows 
fell into the cattle; but being in complete armour, he remained 
unhurt. Some of the nobles observing this daring behaviour in 
their prince, ’rtifhed forward to his refeue. They' bore all before 
them in this laft effort; and Suja, in the moment of victory, was 
beginning to give way. His elephant, difabled by the hr ft Ihock, 
was not to he moved forward. Aliverdi, one of his friends, came 
with a horfe; and Suja, in an evil hour, delcended from his lofty 
feat. The fame conduct had ruined Data. The (elephant're­
turning to the rear, with an empty cattle, the anny thought that 
the prince was (lain ; and they began to fly on every fide,

-who obtains Aurungzebe, who owed his vidory to his own intrepidity,, was 
the V1&017, in no condition to purfue the enemy. Night was now coming 

on; and he lay on the field under arms. During the addon, the 
Maraja had defeated the party left to defend the baggage • and 
loading camels with the booty, lent them off under an effort.
He himfelf Rill hovered round the rear! The proximity of the 
Imperial tents to the line, had hitherto proteded them from being 
plundered by the ftajaputs. Night coming on, the Maraja ad­
vanced ; and, about an hour after it was dark, fell upon the tents 
of Mahommed, who had remained with his father on the field.
A few, who defended the quarter of the prince, were cut off to a 

' man ; and the Rajaputs advanced to the Imperial tents, and feized 
upon every thing valuable within the fquare; putting everyone 
that oppoied them to the fword. The night became a feene of

6 horror,
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horror, confufion, and death. Aurungzebe was not to be moved D. 16̂ 9.
- Hig. i c6>

from the field ; but he detached a part of the army to oppofe the 1----„——'
Maraja. When day appeared, the troops of Suja were no more to 
be feen ; and the emperor, now convinced of his vi£tory, turned 
his arms upon the Maraja. That prince flood his ground. A 
bloody battle enfued. The Rajaputs retreated; but they carried 
their booty away.

Suia fled with fo much precipitation in the night, that he left Sujapurfucd:
J r  r  by Mahozn-

all his tents, equipage, and artillery, on the field. His army de- me«L 
ferted him ; and he ev* n deferted his army. He changed his 
clothes, he threw off every mark of diftin&ion, and hurried for­
ward to Patna like a private man. He feared no enem y; but he 
was afraid of his friends. When Fortune had forfaken him, he 
hoped not to retain their faith; for to deliver him to Aurung­
zebe would not only procure their fafety, but advance their inte- 
reff. The fun was fcarce up, when Aurungzebe detached tenthou- 
fand horfe, under his fon Manommed, in purfuit of his brother.
The enemy were fo much difiipated, that few were flain. The 
inftru&ions of the, prince were to follow Suja. He arrived at 
Patna, and the unfortunate prince fled to Mongeer ; hoping to 
derive from walls that fafety which he could not command in the 
field. His courage, however, forfook him not in his diftrefs. He 
had Hill refources in his own a£tive‘ mind; and the whole pro­
vince of Bengal was devoted to his intereft, from the Ariel juflice 
and mildnefs of his government.

After the flight of the Maraja and the departure of Mahom- Aurung~ 

med, the emperor called together the nobility and principal 
officers of his army. He hadi marked, from his elephant, the 

1 particular behaviour of each. He puniffied fome for cowardice; 
others he promoted for valour, His reproofs were ftrong and

pointed;
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AH ^ !o%  Pcintcd » tlie’pjraife he beftowed manly and juft. He, at the fame 
'*■—*-%>—»«.< time, made a long fpeech iroro the throne. He afiumed no merit 

to himfelf, he even gave up that of his army, and a ttributed his 
fuccefs to Providence. He involved Heaven, in his quarrel with 
his brothers; and made it the partner of his own guilt. This 
religious oration was received with burfts of.applaufc. Mankind 
are in all ages and nations fuperftitious; and the bare profeffion of 
fan duty hides the blackeft crimes from their eyes. Aurungzebe, 
however, did not forget his temporal affairs in his devotion. An* 
xious for the redudion of Bengal, and for an end of the war with 
Suja, he detached a large body of horfe under Mcer Jumla, to 
reinforce Mahomrned, whilft he himfelf took the rout of the ca­
pital*'

Afalfere- The Maraja, in the mean time, with his booty, advanced to 
wAgj*a.nu‘ the walls of Agra. News of the defeat of Aurungzebe had already 

filled that capital with iurprize. The appearance of the Raja- 
puts confirmed the report. The adherents of the new emperor 
began to fhift for themfelves ; and grief and joy prevailed , as men 
were vurioufly affeded to this or the other fide. Shaifla, who 
commanded in the city, was ftruck with melancholy and de- 
fpair. He knew the active part which he himfelf had taken for 
Aurungzebe; and he could expect no favour from the conquerors.
He even made attempts againft Ins own life; and feemed indif­
ferent about flvutting the gates of the citadel againft feffwint 
Singh. That prince, though he fuftered little in the running 
fight with Aurungzebe, was ftill afraid of the Imperial army, 
which followed clofe ox. his heels. Had he boldly entered the 
city, taken advantage of the panic of Shaifta, and releafed Shaw 
Jehan, Aurungzebe might ftill be ruined. But the fortune of 
that prince was ftill greater than his abilities.

Aurungzebe,
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Aurungzebe, apprehcnfivc of forae mifchief hi Agra, liaflcned his A-J>. <6 9, 
march to that•• capital The city was now undeceived with re- ■—-G-Eil/ 
gard to the battle; and the Maraja, who had boafted of the ^-Xesla 
defeat of the emperor, began to fly before him. He directed Ihatc'l>% 
his courfe to his own country; and, though incumbered with 
fpoil, outftripped his purfuers in the march. Aurungzebe 
entered Agra without any pomp. He did not permit him- 
felf to be faluted by the guns of the fort.. t! It would be im­
proper,” faid he, “.to  triumph in the ears of a father, over the 
defeat of Ids Ton.’’ He wrote a letter to Shaw Jehan, enquiring 
concerning his health; and he exculed himfelf from coming into 
his prefence on account of the hurry of public affairs. He ilightly 

' mentioned his vidory, by inlinuaiing that Providence, by his
hands, had fruftrated the defigns of the enemies of the houfe of 
Timur. His father, who was no ffranger to the fituation of affairs,
.would not read the letter. He gave it back to the meffenger, and 
faid, “ If  my fon means to infult me, to know it would but 
add to rny misfortunes; if  he treats me with affedion and re- 
fped, why does he permit me to languilh within thefe walls?”

V o L . H I .  P p  A U R U N G -
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D am 's f ig h t  to B icker—H e c ro p s the defer t— Gains th e  go vern or 
o f  G uzerat—M arches to w ard  A g ra—Fortifies h im felf a t  A jm erc 
—D eceived—attacked—and to tally defeated by Aurungzebe—H is 
unheard -o f m isfortunes— D ifirefs in the defart— A r r iv a l a t  T at-  
t a —T hrow s h im felf under the protection o f Jih o n —D eath  of the 
Su ltan a—D am  betrayed—C arried  w ith  ignominy through D elh i 
— Confined a t Chizerabdd—Afifajfinated—Reflections.

A. D. 1659. i r ^ A R A  having fled from Moultan, took the rout of Bicker,
Hig- 1069. beyond the Indus. The Imperialifts were clofe at his

D ara flies to heels. H is army fell off gradually in his flight. His affairs
were defperate, and their attachment gave way to perfonal 
fafety. Four thoufand ftill adhered to their colours, with which 
number Dara encamped near Bicker, having garrifoned the place, 
and fubmitted it to the command of a faithful friend. He 
had fcarce pitched his tents, when the enemy came in fight.
Though worn-out with fatigue, he was obliged to fly. He found
boats by accident, and croffed the Indus with all his followers.
On the oppofite fhore flood the ftrong fortrefs of Sicar. Struck 
with the hard fate of Dara, the governor opened the gates. But 
it was not the bulinefs of the prince to fhut himfelf up within 
walls ; which at befi: could only protrad misfortune. He re­
inforced the garrifon with a part of his troops ; and left fome 
valuable effects under the prote&ion, of the governor.

t  Diflneum-
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Difincumbered, he betook himfelf to the open field, before Au Ji- * ^ \  
he had even thought 'of the quarter to which, he {hould dived his 
courfe. He wandered away in a melancholy mood. His .fairl.i~ . retire to 
ful adherents, for only thole whofc attachment to his perfon 
overcame their own fears were now in his train, followed fttently 
the path of a mailer whom they loved. Having marched a 
few miles, the prince came to the place where tire road parted 
into two ; the one leading to Tatta, the other toward the 
JPerfian province of Choraflan. Starting from his reverie, he 
flood for fame time irrefolute. On the one fide there was ap­
parent ruin ; on the other, a certainty of perfonal fafety. But 
glory was blended with difgrace in the firll; in the latter there 
was nothing but obfeurity and di(honour. When he weighed 
thefe things in his mind, the chariots in which were his women 
arrived. His perplexity incrcafed. The defart toward Perfia 
was extenfive and unhofpitable; on the fide of -India, his own 
misfortunes mull overwhelm his family. Pie could not decide; 
and a melancholy filence prevailed around.

The favourite Sultana, feeing the undeeifivenefs of Dara, at but change
„  , -  n ~ bis courfe c#

length put an end to his doubts. “ Can the firll of the race of Tatta.
Tim ur,” fhe laid, “ hefitate in this moment of dillrefs ? I  here 
is danger, but there may be alio a throne on one fine*; but a 
frhjhtful folitude, and the cold reception given to fugitive princes 
by {(rangers, threaten from the other. If Dara cannot decide,
I,' who am the daughter of Purvez, will decide for tnyfelf.
This hand {hall prevent me, by death, from clifiionour. I he de­
fendant of the immortal Timur fliall not grace the haram of 
the race of Sheick Sell!” The features of the prince were at once 
lighted up into a kind of mournful joy, He burll into tears j 
and, without uttering a word, fpurred forward his horfc toward 
Tatta. He had not remained many days in that city, when he

p p $ receive!
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1069!' rece*ved advices that a conftderable detachment of the enemy was
1— -v~— ' arrived within a few miles of the place. He evacuated Tatta, 

eroded the Indus, and fled toward the capital of Guzerat. The- 
enemy laid a bridge of boats over the river; and were preparing 
to purfue the fugitive, when unexpected orders arrived for them to 
repair with all expedition to join the Imperial army, in full march 
again!! Suja.

Croffes (he The removal o'f the Imperial troops procured a happy refpite 
for Dara ; but it was but a tranfient gleam of Fortune, who had 
refolved to continue her frowns. The road of the prince lay 
partly through burning fands, deftitute of water; partly through 
abrupt mountains, covered with impervious woods, the haunts of 
beafts of prey. His people were parched with thirft; his very 
camels died of fatigue. His unfortunate women were juft ex­
piring for want of water, when the prince, who ranged the foli- 
tudes far and wide, lighted on a fpring. He encamped near i t ; 
and having refreflied his attendants, arrived next day on the bor­
ders of the territories of the Raja’s Jam and Bahara, which lay 
contiguous to each other in his rout. They received him with 
hofpitality ; but they declined to embrace his caufe. They were 
the natural enemies of the houfe of Timur, who had, often from 
views of conqueft, penetrated into their almoft inacceflible country.
When perfuafion failed, Dara endeavoured to work upon the 
pride of Jam. He propofed an alliance between his fon Sipper 
Sheko, the conftant attendant of his misfortunes, and the daugh­
ter of the Raja. The match did not take place. The few Mogul 
nobles who adhered to him, were fo much diflatisfied with the 
propofal, on account of its inequality, that it was laid aflde ; and 
Dara proceeded to Ahmedabad.

Shaw
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Shaw Nawaz, whofe two daughters were married to Aure-.it '  A. D. .1659.
0  , H i g .  io6 q .

zebe and Morad, had been left by the latter in the government <- - —>
of Guzerat, and kept his refidenee in Ahmedabad. When Mo- in Guzerat. 
rad was teized, Aurungzebe lent a new commiffion to Shaw Na- 
wtz. which that, lord received, and governed his province in the 
name of the new emperor. He prepared to oppofe Data with all 
his forces. The match was unequal, and the prince, hemmed 
in with misfortunes on every fide, began to defpair. He, how­
ever, refolved to tarry no longer round the empire a life obnoxi­
ous to rnifery* He advanced with his few attendants; and, as 
the laft refort, wrote a letter to the younger daughter of Shaw 
Nawaz, who was the wife of Morad, and had been left with her 
father when the prince marched toward Agra. He recounted his 
own misfortunes; and compared them with thofe of her. hufband.
“ The enemy of both is one,” faid he: “ if the memory of the 
unfortunate Morad Hill lives in the breaft of his wife, Ihe will 
perfuade her father to favour Dura, who is opprefled by the fame 
untoward fate.!”

The princefs, who had mourned incefiantly for the misfortunes Gains 0^* . 
of her lord, whom fhe loved to diffraction, burft into a flood of ^ gc' 
tears at the reception of the letter. She grafped at the fhadow 
of hope for her hatband's releafement, which was offered by a 
prince overwhelmed by his own bad fortune. She threw herfelfat 
the feet of her father; her tears fupprefied her voice , but the 
looked up to him with that forcible eloquence of eyes, which 
it is impollible to refill from beauty in d ttrefs. She placed 
the letter of Dara in Ido hands. He read it with emotion ; and 
turned away in filence. She followed him on her knees, hold­
ing the fkirt of his robe. “ Is not my daughter,” faid he, “ al­
ready fufficientlv wretched ? Why does the with to involve her 
father in tire irretrievable mifery which has overtaken her lord f

But
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A . p .  1659. But Ihe -will have it fo— and prudence mull give way to pity.”
Hig îo6t  ̂ orc]ereti tpe gates to pe thrown open ; and the princefs, in an

ecftafy of joy, fent accounts of her fuccefs to Dara.

Kaifes an The prince could fcarce believe his own eyes, when he received the
Brmy* letter of the wife of Morad. A gleam of hope came in upon his

misfortunes. He entered Ahmedabad; and the governor re­
ceived him with the higheft diftin&ion and refpeft. He gave 
to the prince about one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds in 
money, together with jewels to a great amount, to contribute to 
raife troops. This new life to the affairs of Dara, rendered him 
active in his preparations for war. In a few -weeks he found 
himfelf at the head of a confiderable army. He in the mean 
time received letters from the Maraja, who, with his native 
troops, was on his march with Aurungzebe to attack Suja.
T hat prince acquainted him of his defign of deferting the new 
emperor in the aftion ; and we have already feen that he kept 
his promife. H e conjured Dara to haften his march to fupport 
him in his intended defection. The advice was good; but the 
evil genius of Dara prevailed. He delayed, that he might aug­
ment his forces ; and loft the golden opportunity of reftoring his 
affairs by an a eft of boldnefs and intrepidity. Suja was, in the 
mean time, defeated; and Aurungzebe turned his whole force to­
ward the ftorm which was brewing in the Weft.

Marches to- The defertion of the Maraja had fpread news of the defeat and 
ward Agra. death cf  Aurungzebe to every corner of the empire. The 

agreeable intelligence came to Dara. He inftantly marched to­
ward Agra, to feize the capital before the arrival of Suja, who was 
faid to have conquered. In three days, the unfortunate prince 
was undeceived. Letters from different quarters brought him the 
particulars of the a<ftion, and of the complete vi&ory obtained by

his
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his greateft foe. He was again thrown into perplexity. To A■ D- '659. 
proceed with lo ima.ll a force was im prudent; to retreat, rumous c—  
to his reputation. H e had built his la ft hopes on his army ; to 
retire, was to lofe them by defertion. Many Europeans were m 
liis camp. H e had 'gained them by large promifes; and they na­
turally loved that impartiality which he fhewed indifcriminately to 
men of merit of all nations. H is artillery was upon the beft 
footing ; and he was not deftitute of able engineers. His loldiere, 
for the moft part confuting of the troops o f the empire Ra­
tioned on the frontiers, were habituated to adion. But they 
were top few in number ; and their leader was deflined for mis­
fortune.

The Maraja, after plundering the Imperial camp,; declared his Turns toward 
intentions of marching to Guzerat with the fpoil. Bara halted to nlonsTf'ti# 
take him up by his way. But the Indian had no ferious inten- lv'araja» 
tions of a hi fling effectually any branch of the horde o f T i­
mur. An enthufiaft in his own religion, he confidered all M a- 
hommedaus. as his natural enemies. He abetted none of the princes 
through choice. Tie ftudieil to add fuel to the flame which raged 
between them, and to derive advantage from their diffentions.
He hoped to find that freedom and independence in their weak­
ness, which he could never exped  from their favour and 
power. Under the influence of thefe political principles, he 
ftudioufly avoided to meet Bara. He took the rout o f M ar- 
war, to lodge his booty in his own dominions in fafety. H e, 
however, wrote letters to the prince, to advance to his borders, 
where he would join him with a recruited army. Bara accord­
ingly marched toward Meirta, at which place he encamped with 
his forces, in daily expeditions o f the' jundipn of the Ma~

.jaja, who was cplleding his forces at the capital of his domi­

nions,
Au rung,'Che



A D. 1659. Aurungzebe was, in the mean time, alarmed at the great pre- 
Hig.  1069. 0 . . .

—' parations of the Maraja. He faw danger in his defection ; and he
who is gained
ever by Au- had recourfe to his ufual art and addrefs. T ie  wrote to him a 

letter. He acquainted him, That the oppofition given to Ills 
fortune at the battle of Ugein, had long fince been blotted 
out of his memory, as it was the refult of the Maraja’s opi­
nion in favour of Dara; that his fubmiffion to his government, 
while yet his brothers were in the field, was a conduCt which 
entitled him to favour ; but that his late defertion in battle, 
and his fubfequent attack upon the Imperial baggage, could not 
be forgot, though it might be forgiven. “  The love of public 
tranquillity, however,’’ continues Aurungzebe, “  hasexpelled from 
my bread; every wilh of revenge. It is therefore your intereft, 
to withdraw your foot from the circle of Dara’s misfor­
tunes. That you fliould join my ftandard, I neither expert 
nor wilh. I cannot truft again your faith ; and my own force is 
fufficient to overthrow my enemies. You may therefore look from 
your own country, an unconcerned fpe&ator of the w ar; and to re­
ward you for your neutrality, the government of Guzerat fhall 
be added to that of your hereditary dominions.”

anddeferts The letter had the intended effeCt on the Maraja. He pre­
ferred the proffered advantage to the gratitude of Dara, whofe 
fortunes wore fuch a doubtful afpedt. He broke off his correfpond- 
ence with that prince, at the very time that he was buoyed up 
with the hopes of the junction of a great army with his 
own forces. A ftranger to the motive of the Hindoo, he fent 
his fon Sipper Sheko to endeavour to prevail upon him to 
throw off his inactivity. The young prince was received at his 
capital with diftindtion and hofpitality. He was, however, dis­
appointed in his views. The Maraja would give no fatisfac- 
tory anfwer; and the prince returned to his father, who was

6 greatly
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greatly difconcerted by this new misfortune. He, however, re- A. D- ,6S9-
folved to hefitate no longer with his fate. He decamped and '——v---- *
inarched in a dired line for A gra; and arrived at Ajmere, about 
eight days journey from that capital.

In the neighbourhood of Ajmere, the high-road to the capi- Dara fortifies' 

tal pafles between two fteep hills, each of which forms the point 
o f an impaffable ridge of mountains, which ftretch far into the 
country on both fides, and feparate the kingdom of Guzerat from 
the reft of Hindoftan. Dara halted with his army in this pafs.
His high opinion of the European mode of war, which he imbib­
ed from the Englifh, French and Portuguefe in his fervice, had 
rendered that prince fond of entrenchments. He had confidered 
the appearance of fecurity, more than the movements of the hu­
man mind : for armies often take entrenchments in no other light 
than as a proof of the fuperiority of the enemy. He threw up 
lines from hill to hill in his front, and ftrengthened them with 
artillery. Aurungzebe, in the mean time, marched with an army 
to flop his progrefs; and arrived with great expedition in the 
neighbourhood of Ajmere. When he came in fight of the en­
trenchments, he ordered his army to encamp; and he himfelf 
rode out to reconnoitre the enemy.

Nothing could equal his aftonifhment when he viewed, himfelf at 
through a fpy-glafs, the pofition of his brother. The ftrength Ajmerc 
of the works was inconceivable ; inftead of a common entrench­
ment the prince had fortified himfelf with a ftrong rampire, 
defended by -baftions, a deep ditch and a double row of pali- 
fadoes, which extended fix miles acrofs a valley. Aurungzebe 
was perplexed beyond meafure. He knew not how to ad. An 
aflault was evidently impracticable; to do nothing would derogate 
from that high opinion which he had already eftablilhed in the 
minds of the people. Every day would add to Dara’s influence 

V ol. III. Q jl  and
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p T ■; ’ D- and party; and mankind, who always fide wfith. the' unfortunate, 
v-—“v-—J  would attribute to ability what was the gift of chance. He called 

a council of the nobles. They differed in their opinions* much 
time was fpent in argument w ithout coming to a decifive meafure.
They at laft agreed upon an expedient. They knew that the fplrit 
of Dara was impatient bfinlb.lt; and they advifed the emperor to 
draw out his forces, and to offer battle.

/arunpzebe In compliance with the advice of his nobles, he formed his 
line on the 23d of March 1659, and advanced with his artil­
lery within cannon-fhot of the camp. Dara continued with­
in his lines; and Aurungxebe began t# fortify himfeif under 
the enemy’s fire. He continued the work the whole night, and 
covered his men before day-light appeared, notwithstanding his 
brother had tallied thrice during that time. The fun Was fearce 
rifen, when Debere, and feme other nobles, iffued out of the 
camp, and advanced on full fpeecl with five thoufand horfe 
near the lines; hoping, by infultlng him, to draw Dara from 
his lines. They paid dear for their temerity. The artillery of 
the enemy being well ferved, galled the aflailants fo,much, that they; 
retreated in diforder, and were-glad to fhelter themfelves behind 
their own lines. Things remained in this doubtful lituaiion for 
feveral days. The army of Dara, having the country in their 
rear open, were in no want, of provisions; and were, therefore, 
under no neceffity of retreating ; and it was irapoffible, without a 
long fiege, to overcome their almoft impregnable lines.

Mis {image® Fortune, who never forfook Aurungzebe, relieved his anxiety 
upon this occafion. A petty Indian prince, who commanded three 
thouiknd of his native infantry in the imperial a r m y ,  informed 
himfeif of a narrow and ihep path, by which men, accuftorned 
to climb, might afeend the mountain on the right of Dara’s lines.
He communicated his information to the emperor, who wag over­

joyed
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joyed at the difcovery. He made large promifes to the Raja, Â P- »«?9*
fhould he gain, with a party, the fummit of the mountain, with- >——,---- >
out alarming the enemy. Should he be fo fortunate as to luccced 
in the attempt, he was ordered to make a fignal to the emperor 
from that fide of the mountain which was covered from Dara.
When night came on, he marched with his troops. Having 
encountered many difficulties, he afeended the mountain, and the 
appointed fignal was ready to be ffiewn by the dawn of day.

Aurungzebe never refted his hopes upon the fuccefs of a fingle to deceive 
fcheme. He had, during the night, planned the ruin of his bro­
ther’s affairs, by a more fatal ftroke of policy than the ftratagem 
of the Raja. Debere Chan, and the Indian prince, Joy Singh, 
had, at the beginning of the war, adhered with warmth to the 
interefts of Dara. Under the prince Soliman, they had diffin- 
guiffied themfelves in the defeat of Suja, and the redu&ion of 
Bengal. Yielding to the preffure of the times, and to the in­
trigues of Aurungzebe, they deferted, as has been already related, 
the colours of Soliman; and ruined all the hopes which the 
unfortunate Dara derived from the vi<3orious army under his 
fon. To thefe chiefs the emperor applied with much addrefs.
He promifed largely; and he mixed threats with his proffered 
favour. He at length prevailed upon them to write an infidious 
letter to Dara, to the following purpofe:

■“ It is not unknown to the emperor,” for with that title they Dar». 
affe&ed to diftinguiffi Dara, “  that Debere and Joy Singh once 
•deemed it their greateft glory to be numbered among his fervants.
With how much fidelity they obeyed his orders, they derive a 
proof from their actions, under the command of the  illuftrious 
prince Soliman Sheko. So much fatisfied was Dara with the 
.conduct of his faithful fervants, that, in his letters, which were

Q^q 2 prefented
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A.J>. 16w- prefented to us by the prince, he attributed the vklory over Sups 
to our conducT and valour. The emperor was partial in our 
favour; but we prefume to hope, we deferved a part of his 
praile. When the news of the defeat of our prince, and of the 
imprifonment of the king of kings, came to our ears, we thought 
ourfelves alone amidft the victorious armies of our foes. What 
could we do ? Our loyalty remained, but neceffity was near.
The times left us no choice, and we were forced to 1‘ubmit. W e 
have ever fince been dragged along, the unwilling Haves of 
Aurungzebe. But now Fortune has returned to the threshold 
which leads to the prefence of Dara. The aceeffian of his faith­
ful fervants to his power, though not neceffary to his affairs, will 
bring them to a more fpeedy conclnfion. When, therefore, day­
light fhall appear, let the gate of the camp be opened to receive 
us; that we may have an opportunity of regaining, by our merit, 
the favour, of which we have been deprived by neceffity. As 
foon as the fun fhall arife, we look for admittance into the camp, 
with all our followers and friends.”

Succeed* This letter was thrown into the lines, by a horfeman on
full fpeed. It was immediately carried to the prince; and, 
with that credulity which is inherent in a fincere mind, he im­
plicitly believed every thing which the letter contained. Shaw 
Nawaz in vain remonftrated to him, in the flrongeff terms, that 
there was danger in confiding in their fmcerity. Dara was al­
ways averfe to advice; and now he was rendered blind by the 
hopes of gaining fuch powerful chiefs to his party. He was- 
obftinate; and determined to lifque all on the faith of men who had, 
a few months before, betrayed his fon. He gave pofitive orders, 
that in the morning, that gate of the camp which looked toward 
the enemy Should be thrown open, to receive the expelled fu­
gitives. He, at the fame time, iffucd directions to all the officers,

that

*
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that care fhould be taken not to fire upon them as they advanced. A• D- l659*
Hig. 1069.

Shaw Nawaz was highly diflatisfied; Mahommed Sherif, who c  —,— ̂  
commanded the forces, was aftonilhed. The orders were per­
emptory, and they muft be obeyed. They, however, refolvcd to 
Band upon their guard; and when morning came, they ported 
themfelves, with feveral fquadrons, without the lines; giving 
orders, at the fame time, that all the troops in the camp fhould 
ftand to their arms.

Aurungzebe, who Was no ftranger to the character of Dara, againft 
forefaw that his ftratagem would fucceed. He drew up his army 
before day, behind his own camp; being covered by the tents 
from the enemy’s view. The fun was not yet up, when he 
ordered Debere to irtlie forth from his right, and Joy Singh from 
his left, at the head of their troops, and to advance on full fpeed 
toward the camp. Thefe officers accordingly rufhed forth; 
and Aurungzebe, to carry on the deceit, began to fire with his 
artillery, but with powder only, on the pretended deferters. Dara, 
full of expectation, flood on the rampire. When he faw the 
fquadrons advancing, he ordered the gate to be thrown open; but 
Mahommed Sherif, who, with a chofen body, flood without the 
lines, being ftill dubious of the intentions of the fugitives, ordered 
them to flop, till he fhould be fatisfied of their real defigns.

Debere, who firft advanced, had no time to deliberate. A par- .
1 that prince,

ley would difcover the whole to his own men; he immediately 
ftopt Ihort, and gave the fignal of attack, by fhooting Sherif, with 
an arrow, through the heart. That officer fell headlong to the 
ground; and a dreadful flaughter commenced, hand to hand,
Debere, unmatched in that age for ftrength and perfonal bravery, 
hewed on his way to the gate, which Shaw Nawaz was endea­
vouring to ffiut. But the thing was now impracticable, from the

numbers
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a . d , i6;$i,i numbers that crowded into the camp. Debere entered, .fword in 
'hand,; and Shaw Nawaz, advanced to oppofe him. The match 
was unequal. Debere, who refpe&ed the virtues, the years, 
the high quality of his adverfary, deified him to. fur render; 
and to fear nothing from his fon-in-law. -! I myielf,’ laid 
Debere, “ will intercede for Shaw Nawaz.” The pride ot the 
old lord arofe. “ No N-Debeiie Chan j—I have hitherto de­
fended my life by my valour; nor fhall I  purchale a few years of 
decrepid age at the expence of my former fame.” Debere, at the 
word, ran him through with his fpear. With Shaw, Nawaz 
and Sherif, the courage of Dara’s army fell. The treacherous 
Debere was- now within the camp, with his fquadion, who, fired 

i with the example of their leader, made & prodigious daughter.
Joy Singh followed dole on their heels.

who is to. The emperor, in the mean time, advanced with his whole line ;
“ jhdd<* and the party, who had gained the fummit of the mountain in the 

night, Ihewed hcmielvcs above the camp. The hills re-echoed 
to their fir outs ; and they began to roll Hones and loolened rocks 
into the valley. Thefe/ falling from precipice to precipice, came 
cralhing down on the affrighted army ; and they turned their eyes 
from the {'words of their enemies to this new fpec ies of danger,
An univerfal panic fpread over all. Confufion every where pre­
vailed. Some fought, others fled, many flood in aftonifhment, 
without having even the courage to fly. Data mounted his ele­
phant tobefeen by his army} but he himfelf faw nothing around 
but terror and death. He rufhetl forward to meet the enemy ; 
but he was left alone. He called for Sherif; that chief was already 
cold in his blood : he wilhed for the prefence of Shaw Nawaz, 
but his dead body prefented itfelf to his eyes. He turned back, 
and gave his foul to defpair. The fafety of his women came 
then acrofs his mind; he haftened with them from the field;

y whiifl:
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whilft the fpoils of his, camp kept the enemy from purfuing his D.j6^g.
flight. Four thoufand fell on the fide of Dara, in this extraordi- v-----'
nary a&ion: Aurungzebe loft not above two hundred; and in 
that number, no officer of diftindion except Sheich Meer, the cap­
tain-general of his forces.

The grief of Dara for his defeat was great, but it was not equal 
to his aftonifhment. The misfortune, though dreadful, was Dara- 
unexpeded, and by the fudden ill prevented the fear. It was, 
however, lucceeded by mifery, and unequalled diftrefs. The un­
fortunate prince fled to the capital of Guzerat. But the governor, 

hom he left in the place, ffiut the gates againft his lord. He 
fat down in iilence, and knew not whither to fly. His friends 
became his greateft enemies. Two thoufand Mahrattors ftill ad­
hered to the unhappy prince. When they heard of the meflage 
of the governor, they defpaired of the affairs of Dara, and added 
their own cruelty to his misfortunes. In a pretence of having large 
arrears of .their pay due to them, they fell upon his baggage, and 
plundered it in his prefence. Some calkets of jewels were faved 
by his women ; for even in that feafon of licence and diforder, 
their perfons were facred from barbarity itfelf. This outrage was 
committed in the night. When day-light appeared, the robbers, 
as if aflhamed of their condud, fled with their fpoil. A few only 
of the loweft menial fervants remained. Every thing was re­
moved from the field. The miferable tents, which he had col­
lected in his flight, were carried away ; and nothing was left but 
a few -oklTcreens of canvafs, which covered the Sultana and 
her female Haves from the public eye. The diftrefs of the prince 
may be imagined, but cannot be deferibed. He walked about in 
feeming diffraction ; and the fad complaints of the women from 
behind their wretched covering, drew tears from the eyes of the- 
few fervants who ftill adhered to their unhappy lord.

The

*  t
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Ah ? ]  ’og; The preffure of his misfortunes at length awakened Dara from 
FlieTtodw',/ a melailcholy reverie, in which he had ftrayed from the place where 
defart. his camp had flood. Ke returned in. manifeft diforder; and feemed 

to qucftion every one with his eyes, about the means of moving 
to fome place of fafety. A few beads of burden were collected by 
his fervants; and the robbers, who had deferted and plundered his 
camp, had left to him the two elephants which he had brought 
from A i mere. On thefe he placed all the effe&s which had efcaped 
die ravages of the Mahrattors; and a few oxen found in a neigh­
bouring field, dragged tlowly away in covered carriages his wo­
men. The prince himfelf, with his fon Cipper Sheko, attended 
them on horfeback, with an ill-mounted retinue of two or three 
hundred fervants and faithful adherents. He turned his face to 
the frightful folitudes in which he had fufFered fo much before; 
but the parched defarts, which ftretchcd themfelvcs from Guzerat 
to the Indus, were Ids unhofpitable to Dara than a brother’s 
hands.

Ifisgreat Tiie PrIncc arrived in the territories of Raja Jam, whofe
hofpitality alleviated his diftrefs. He again applied to that chief 
for his aid, but he was deal to the requeft. Dara promifed largely, 
fliould Fortune again favour his caufe; but the had taken her 
flight to return no more. Jam was too prudent to throw his own 
fate into the fcale of the prince. He became cold and referved; 
and feemed, by his manner, to with for the departure of his un­
fortunate gueft. He was again forced to encounter the hardships 
of the defart. The heat of the feafon had added to the natural 
Aerility of thefe dreadful folitudes. There was no water to be 
found ; not a blade of grafs to be feen, The air teemed, in fome 
meaiure, on fire. There was nothing to tirade the defolate tra­
vellers from the fcorching fun; excepting when clouds of land, 
raifed by whirlwinds, covered them with a fatal darknefs. The

beafts
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beads of burden died for want of provender; the very camels i^'K 
perilled for want of water. The favourite elephant, which had — 
often carried Dara in all his pomp, was now the only ufeful ani­
mal that remained ; and even he began to fail. To add to the 
misfortunes of the prince, the favourite Sultana, the mother of all 
his children, and whom he tenderly loved, was at the point of 
death. She had been feized with hvftcrics from the fright o f the 
battle; and had ever frnce been fubjedl to violent fits. Death 
cut off gradually his retinue; at the end of every furlong, he was 
obliged to pay the lab fad offices to fome favourite fervant or 
friend.

When he came within fight of Tatta, the elephant which had diltre *s. 
carried his family acrofs the defart, worn out with fatigue and 
third, lav down and died. The few that remained of his fol~ 
lowers were fo languid and fpent, that they could not crawl to 
the neighbouring villages for fuccour. Dara himfelf was obliged 
to execute that necefiary fervice. He came to a hind, who kept 
oxen in a -field. He mentioned his didrefs and his name; and the 
clown fled from his prefence. l ie  fat down; having no ilrength to 
return to his defolate family. Curiofity, however, brought the 
the whole village around ; and every eye was full of tears. They 
brought all their beads of burden to the place; aqd the whole 
country accompanied him, with {bouts of joy, to Tatta, He, 
however, did not red long in that city. He eroded the Indus, and 
threw himfelf under the protection of the petty chiefs of the 
diftrid of Bicker; and they, touched with compaffipn, promikd 
to fupport him with their lives and fortunes.

The active fpirit of the emperor was not, in the mean time, 
idle. So long as Dara lives, he mud totter on his throne. He 
knew the rout which his unfortunate brother had taken; but his 
troops would not purfue the fugitive through fuch a perilous way.

V o l .  III. R r He
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A. D. i65g. f j e hoped that the hardlhips of the defart might prevent him 
from embruing his hands in blood; but Dara mull perilh; and 
Aurungzebe was refolved to be provided againft every event of 
Fortune. He ordered feme troops to march down along the 
Indus from Moultan; and the news of their approach came a few 
days after the arrival of Dara. The generous chiefs, who from ,
compallion had refolved to fupport his caufe, being not yet pre­
pared to receive the enemy, advifed him to fly into Perfia, the 
frontiers of which were within four days march of the place at 
which he then redded.

Prepares to He prepared for his flight; but Nadira Bana, the favourite Sul-
tiytoieriu; tanaj was dying. Spent with fatigue, overwhelmed with lick-

nefs, and worn out with misfortune, ihe was altogether incapable 
of the journey; and he could not leave her behind. She knew 
his fituation, and requefted earneftly that.they fhould move away.
“ Death,’’ laid fhe, “ will foon relieve the daughter of Purvez from 
her misfortunes; but let her not add to thofe of her lord.” She 
could not prevail upon him to march whilfl ihe was in fuch a 
fituation; and he had, befides, placed great hopes in the friendfhip 
of Jihon Chan, a neighbouring chief of great power. Jihon had 
been twice faved from death by the intereft of Dara. Shaw Jehan, 
who was an enemy to oppreflion, had ordered him to be, at two 
different times, profecuted for murder and treafon, before 
the chief juflice of the empire. That judge, upon the cleareft 
proofs, condemned him twice to death; and, at the requeft of 
Dara, he was pardoned by the emperor, and reftored to his eftate 
which had been confifcated. The prince, therefore, had reafon to 
cxped a return of gratitude ; but the obligations were too great 
for the pride of this unprincipled chief, and they prefled upon him 
like injuries.

8 . . The
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1 he natural perfidy of Jihon was fo notorious, that fll his friends, A- p  
with one voice, remunerated to Dara againft his ddign of throwing 
hinafelf on the faith of that chief. The prince, naturally obfli- himftn°on* 
irate, was now blinded by his fate. He could not think of leav- fihor* chs,ft* 
ing his beloved Nadira in the hour of death ; and he rcfolvcd to 
rifque all for the melancholy fatisfa&ion of being prefent when 
the faithful companion of his diftrefsexpired. Some nobles, who 
had hitherto attended his perfon, and who had determined to 
accompany him in his exile to Perfia, feparated themfeives from 
a prince devoted to ruin. With feventy domeffics only, he went 
to the refidence of Jihon ; and that chief, apprized of his coming, 
came out to meet him, and received him with the warmeft pro- * ^
feffions of friendfhip. He quitted his own palace to accommodate 
the prince ; and nothing was to be feen around but the greateft 
marks of hofpitality and profound refpedf.

The diltemper of the Sultana had increafed on the road to the re- w . ,
The Sultana

fidence of Jihon. She fainted away when fhe was carried into the dies* 
apartments affigned for her reception ; and the prince fat in tears 
by her fide, during the whole night. In the morning fhe expired 
in his arms. “ It is only now,” faid Dara, «  I have found that I 
am alone. I was not bereft of all my friends whifit Nadira lived.
But fhe has clofed her eyes on the misfortunes which are to in­
volve her children and lord; and thus a peculiar happinefs has 
fucceeded to accumulated diftrefs.” l ie  tore off his magnificent 
robe, and threw the Imperial turban on the ground: then, cloth­
ing himfdf in a mean habit, he lay down by his departed confort 
on the bed. In the evening one o f his faithful fervants joined 
him with fifty horfe. He was overjoyed at his arrival, and. 
flatting up, took him in his arms, and faid, “ My fituation, Gal 
Mahommed,” for that was the officer’s name, “ is n o t w ith o u t - *
refource. Nadira, having forfaken the devoted Dara, has met

R r 2 with
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Hig ’̂i o ^ ’ lv’t^ a Part ° f  t^at g°°d fortune which was due to her virtues.
'— -v-— > You mu ft, with your fifty horfe, efcort the body to Lahore, to the 

fepulchre of her great anceftors. Aurungzebe himfelf will not 
refufe a grave to the family of Dara.” The body was accordingly 
embalmed; and, being placed in a magnificent herfe,was efcottcd 
to Lahore.

He is betray- Dara had not remained many days at the relidence of Jihon,
§d by Jihon, . . .

when intelligence was received, that Chan Jehan, one of the prin­
cipal generals of his brother, was advancing from Moultan ; 
and that his van was already arrived in the neighbourhood.
Dara relolved to make his efcape into Perfia. He called his 
fervants together, and he took leave of jihon. When he had 
proceeded about a mile on his way, he difeovered Jihon coming 
after him, with about a thoufand horfe, on full fpeed. He ima­
gined, that Jihon defigned to efcort him with thefe troops to 
Perfia. He rode back by way of doing him honour ; and, when 
he was about addrefling his thanks to the treacherous chief, he 
was fuddenly furrounded and difarmed. “  Villain !” faid Dara,
“ is it for this I twice faved your life from the refentment of my 
father, when the elephants were handing over you waiting for 
orders to crulh you to death ? But Juftice will be fatisfied, and 
Heaven has revenged your crimes upon my head.” He ftopt— 
and, with a fcornful filence, fubmitted his hands to be bound.

andJtliyered Jihon heard the prince without making any reply; for what
DP could he fay to vindicate his conduct? He ordered the prifoner to

be mounted on an elephant, and then he fell upon the baggage, 
to enrich himfelf with the fpoil of his benefactor. He then 
haftened toward Chan Jehan ; and, during the journey, notwith- 
ftanding the natural unfeelingnefs of his mind, lie durft not for 
once come into the prefence of the much injured prince. His

fate
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fate being now determined, that anx'ety, which had long 
clouded the countenance of Dara, vanifhed. His ion 'was 
carried with him on the fame elephant. Having a talent for 
poetry, he compoied many a fretting verfes on his own misfor­
tunes; with the repetition of which he often drew tears from the 
eyes of the common foldiers who guarded his perfotr. “ My 
name,” faid he one day, “ imports that 1 am in pomp  l i k e  
D a r i u s ; I am alfo like that monarch in my fate. The 
friends whom he trailed, were more fatal than the fwords of his 
eneirty.'w Notwithstanding thef'e caiual complaints, he main­
tained his ufual dignity, and there was even fomething majeftic in 
his grief. It was not the wailings of a woman, but the manly 
afflictions of a great mind.

When Chan Jehln, who had been apprized of the i mprifonment to t it enemy; 

of Dara, faw that prince advancing, meanly drefled on a forry 
elephant, he could not bear the figh t; and he hid his tears in 
his tent. He detached a party from his army to cfcort him, to­
gether with the traitor, to Delhi, where Aurungzebe at the 
time kept his court. The emperor, though he rejoiced at the 
news that his brother had fallen into his hands, was full of per­
plexity and indecifion. He called a council of his nobles 5 and 
they differed in their opinions; fome, declaring for fending him 
by another rout to the caftle of Gualiar; fome, that he fhould 
be carried through the city, to convince mankind that he was , 
fallen for ever. Many advifed againft a meafure that might 
be full of danger from the humanity of the people; a few 
argued, that fuch condutt would degrade the dignity of the family 
of Timur. Others maintained, to whole opinion tjie emperor 
himfelf feemed to lean, that it was neceffary he fhould pafs 
through the capital, to aflonifh mankind with the abfolute power , 
and invincible fortune of Aurungzebe.
* s , The

 ̂■ 4



\ ■%, -tJ-i s' \ / \v%N'----,-#/ - h , '

310 T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F H I N D O S T A N .

^Hig! 1069." The unfortunate prince, accordingly, accompanied by his
cT^dTvhh °̂n’ cntered Delhi on an elephant. This, fays a certain wrN
ignominy ter, was none of the fine elephants of Ceylon and Petru.
through Del- # J  '
-lii. which they were wont to ride with golden harnefs, embroidered

covers, and magnificent canopies to defend them from the fun.
No. It was an old animal, dirty and lean, with a tattered cover,
a pitiful feat, and the caftle open on all fides to the winds. The
Iplendid ornaments of his perfon were now vanifhed, like his
good fortune. A dirty drefs of coarfe linen fcarce covered his
body fiom the weather ; and his wretched turban was wrapt
lound with a fcarf made of Cafhmire wool. His face, which
formerly commanded refpedt with the manly regularity of its
featutes, was now parched and fhrivelled by being long expofed to
the heat; and a few draggling locks, which appeared from his
turban, prefented a grey colour undatable to his years. Jn this
wretched fituation he entered Delhi; and, when the mob who
crowded to the gates knew that it was Dara, they bur ft into loud
complaints, and ilied a flood of tears. The ftreets were rendered
almofl: impaffible by the number of the fpe&ators; the fhops were
full o f peifons of all ages and degrees. The elephant moved
fiowly j and the progrefs he made was marked to thofe who were
diftant by the advancing murmur among the people. Nothing
was heard around but loud complaints againft Fortune, and curfes
on Aurungzebe. But none had the boldnefs to offer to refcue
the unfortunate prince, though flightly guarded. They were
quite unmanned by their forrow.

“ t i r -  After wanderinS over the features of Dara, the eyes of the 
ing village, people fell on his fon. They oppofed his innocence, his youth, 

his graceful perfon, his hopes and his quality, to the fate which 
impended over his'head; and all were diffolved in grief. The 
infectious forrow flew over the whole city : even the pooreft

people
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people forfook therr work, ami retired to fecret corners to weep. A\ D. 1 Hig. 10C9.
Bara retained his dignity upon this trying oeCafion. He uttered not v-—*v —-> 
one word; but a fettled melancholy feemed to dwell on his face.
The unfortunate young prince was ready frequently to weep, 
being foftened by the complaints of the people; but his father 
checked him with a flern look, and he endeavoured to conceal 
his tears. Dara, having been thus led through the principal ftreets 
of Delhi, was conduded to Chizerabad, a village four miles with­
out the walls. He was locked up, with his fon, in a mean apart­
ment, in which he remained for fome days in hourly ex pedlation.
©f his death. Here he amufed himfelf with writing jnftrubtions 
for his Ion Soliman ; having' concealed an ink fbndifh and fame 
paper in one of the folds of his garment. His anxiety to know 
the intentions of Aurungzcbe, fometiifies broke in upon his me- 

> lancholy araufements. He appeared through the window to the 
guards; but they knew nothing of what palled at court. H i 
then enquired concerning an old devotee, who had formerly lived 
in a cell near the foot o f  the Imperial garden at Delhi. One of 
the foldiers knew the old man ; and the prince gave a billet to be 
carried to him, requesting fome intelligence. “ But even he, 
perhaps,” he faid, with a figh, “ may have changed with the cur­
rent of the times.”

The traitor Jihon, in the mean time, made his appearance at The trairor 
court, to claim the reward of his treachery. Aurungzebe digni- 
fied him with a title, and enriched him with prelents. Paffing PeoPle* 

through the city of Delhi, he was pointed out to the mob, who, 
foiling upon him near the gate which leads to Lahore, killed 
feven of his attendants, He himfelf efcaped ; but the country, 
people rofe upon him every where.. They hunted him from place 
to place; till at length he met with his deferts, and was flam 
when he had almoit reached the boundaries of his own govern­

ment...



A. D. 1659. ment. The zeal of the people, however, proved fatal to Dara.
Hig. lost;. 1 1
«— v—- rJ The emperor, hearing of the tumult near the gate of Lahore, 

ordered the chief magiftrate of the city, with his officers, to go to 
the place, and enquire into the caufeof the difturbance. The mob 
fell upon the judge and his attendants. They fled to the palace, 
and the whole city was in an uproar.

Diftiirbances Aurungzebe, in dread of a general revolt, called a council of his
At Ĵ CIIU * •nobles. He had determined before to fend his brother to the for- 

trefs of Gualiar; but now he was afraid of a refeue by the way.
The minds of the people were flrangely agitated. Their impre­
cations againfl his cruelty reached him in the midft o f his guards; 
and he began, for the firft time, to fhew fymptoms of political 
fear. He afked the advice of his lords. The majority feemed 
to be for fparing the life of Dara ; and for fending him, under a 
flrong guard, to the ufual prifon of the Imperial family. Aurung­
zebe, though not fatisfied, was about to yield to their opinion; 
when one Hakim, a Perfian by birth, with a defign to gain the 
favour of the emperor, infilled that Dara fliould be put to death, 
as an apoflate from the faith of Mahommed. The emperor 
pretended to be ftartled, and faid, “ The thing is determined.
I might have forgiven injuries done to myfelf; but thofe againfl: 
religion I cannot forgive.” He immediately ordered a warrant 
to be iffued to Nazir and Seif, two fierce Afgan chiefs, which im- 
powered them to take off Dara that very night.

hafteti the On -the eleventh of September, about midnight, the un-
Wu'a. * ° fortunate prince was alarmed with the noife of arms coming

through the paflage which led to his apartment. He ftart- 
ed up, and knew immediately that his death approached. He 
fcarce had awakened his fon, who lay afleep on the carpet at his 
feet, when the aflaflins buril open the door. Dara feized a knife,

which
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which he had concealed to mend the reed with which he wrote. A D- 
He flood in a corner of the room. The murderers did not im- 
mediately attack him. They ordered his fon to remove to the 
adjoining apartment; but he clung round his father’s knees.
Two of the affaffins feized him, to force him away; when Dara, 
feeing Nazir flanding at the door, begged to he indulged a few 
moments to take leave of his fon. He fell upon his neck, and 
faid, “ My dear fon, this reparation is more afflicting than that 
between foul and body, wdiich I am this moment to fuffer. But 
fliould h e  fpare you—live. Heaven may preferve you to revenge 
my death ; for his crimes fhall not pafs unpunifhed. I leave you 
to the protection of God. My fon, remember me.” A tear half 
flarted from his eye ; when they were dragging the youth to the 
adjoining room. He, however, refumed his wonted dignity and 
courage. “ I beg one other favour, Nazir!” he faid, “ much 
time has not been loft by the lafl.” He wrote a biller, and dc- 
fired that it fhould be delivered to Aurungzebe. But he took it 
back,, and tore it, faying, “ I have not been accuftomed to afk 
favours of my enemies. lie  that murders the father can have no 
compaffion on the fon.” He then raifed up his eyes in fdence ; 
and the affaffins feemed to have forgot their office.

During this time of dreadful fufpence, the fon, who lay bound whois.affaP 

in the next room, liftened, expecting every moment to hear his 
father’s dying groans. The affaffins, in the mean time, urged on 
by Nazir, feized Dara by the hands and feet, and throwing him 
on the ground, prepared to ftrangle him. Deeming this an in­
famous death, he, with an effort, difincumbered his hand, and 
(tabbed, with his pen-knife, one of the villains to the heart. The 
others, terrified, fled back; but as he was rifing from the floor, 
they fell upon him with their fwords. His fon, hearing the 
noife, though his hands were bound, burfl open the door, and 

V ol, III. S f  entered,
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A. D «6?9* entered, when the murderers were fevering his father’s head from.
iitg . 1069.

his body. Nazir had the humanity to pulh back the youth into 
the other apartment, till this horrid operation was performed;
The head of Dara was carried to Aurungzebe ; and the unfortu ­
nate young prince was left, during the remaini ng part of the night,
Ihut up with his father’s body. Next morning he was fent 
privately under ji guard, to the caftle of Guaiiar.

Thus fell the unhappy Dara Sheled; a prince whofe vir­
tues deferred a better fine. Rut he was born to diftrefs ; and 
his imprudence often ailifted the malignity of his fortune.
Though deftitute of the adefrefs which is neceflary to gain man­
kind in general, he Avas much beloved by his family and do- 
mellics; and he AAras the darling of his father, who was often heard 
to fav, That all his other children were not half fo dear to him as 
Dara. This prediledion in his favour was the fource of the misfor­
tunes of both. The other princes envied the influence of Dara,and all 
their differences with, and every difappointment which they expe­
rienced from, their father, was laid to the account of their brother, 
who poflelfed all his confidence and efteetn. Dara was certainly 
jealous of his brothers, whom he faw in veiled with too much power 
in their refpedive provinces; and his oppofmg their meafures at 
court was the natural confequence of his fears. This mutual 
animofity being once kindled, all the princes looked forward to 
the death of their father with terror. The feeds of civil war were 
long fown before they appeared; and the illnels of the emperor 
was the fignal to begin the charge, from the four corners of his 
dominions. Dara had the poll: of advantage; but he was not a 
match in abilities to Aurungzebe,

»n his death. Nazir, before day-light appeared, was admitted into the eitadel 
. * to the emperor. That prince had remained all night in anxious

expedation. Many of the nobles had exprefied their high dif-
fatrsfadioa


