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fatisfadtton at thh meafure of putting Dara to death : and he was ^;.D- l6J9.Hig. 1069.
afraid that the refolution, before it took effect, might be communi- '—- v— J  
cated to the people and army. He faw that he was fupported only 
by his own abilities and the venality of his followers. The unbialfed, 
by either interefi: or fear, looked with horror on the crimes which 
his ambition had already committed. They were difgufted at his 
cruelty to his father and his injuftice to his brothers; and they, 
with indignation, faw hypocrify, and the worft kind of ambition, 
lurking behind profefiions o f religion and moderation. Nazir, 
however, relieved him of a part of his fears. The head of Dara 
being disfigured with blood, he ordered it to be thrown into a 
charger of water; and when he had wiped it with his handker­
chief, he recognized the features of his brother. He is faid to 
have exclaimed, “ Alas, unfortunate m an!” and then to have 
fixed fome tears,
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C H A P .  III.

War againjt Suja—He is ch iven  from  Mongeer—and Raja-Mahil—
7 be prince Mahoihmed deferts to Suja—A mutiny in the army—

Studied by t h e v i f e r —Battle o f  Tanda—A rtifce o f  Aurungzebe 
—Mabommed leaves Suja—His mprifmmcni and character—

Suja driven from  Bengal—His f i g h t  through the mountains o f  
Tipper a—Arrival at Arracdn— Perfidy, avarice, and cruelty o f  
the Raja■—Misfortunes— r e fla t io n —  bravery—and murder oj 
Suja—Deplorable fa t e  o f  his fam ily—R ef chitons.

I V n T H E  êars the emperor From the raoft formidable of his
•__ A  A  rivals, were extinguished with the life o f Dara. The filence

' lon5‘ which accompanies the decifions of defpotifm, is an effectual pre­
vention of tumult and confufion. The people, for fome days, 
were ftrangers to the death of the prince, and his prior misfortunes 
had even leffened the regret, which his murder might have other- 
wife created in the minds of mankind. Mifery had rifen to its 
height; and the worft period it could have, was in fome degree 
fortunate. The conduA o f the emperor contributed to obliterate 
his crimes. With an appearance of humanity and benevolence in 
the common operations of government, men were apt to attribute 
the inflatices of yruelty which he exhibited, to the neceffity of his 
fmiatson; and they forgot the evils done to individuals, in the g e ­
neral good of the whole. Should felf-prefervation be admitted

as
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as an excufe for the commiffion of bad adtions, Aurungzebe was A. D- l6,59-IOOQ*.
not without apology. He had gone too far not to go farther ftill: v—«-*
he had depofed his father, he had excluded his brother from the 
throne, and a flame had been kindled which could be extinguifh- 
ed by nothing but blood.

During the misfortunes of Dara in the weft and north, the war pr(.parati0I19 
was carried on with vigour in Bengal againft Suja. That prince ofSuia* 
having, after the unfortunate battle of Kidgwa, efcaped to Mon- 
geer, was adive in making new preparations for the field. Na­
turally bold and intrepid, misfortune had no efted upon him but 
to redouble his diligence to retrieve it; and he wanted not rcfour- 
ces in his province for recommencing hollilities, with an appear­
ance of being able for fome time to ward off the hand of Fate, 
which feemed to hang over his head. His firft care was to colled 
the remains of his diffipated army in the neighbourhood of Mon- 
geer, which commands the pafs into Bengal; and, whilft he was 
colleding more troops from the extenfive country in his rear, he 
drew lines from the mountains to the Ganges, to flop the progrefs 
of the enemy.

Mahommed, the fon of Aurungzebe, had been detached with jum!aturR, 
ten thoufand horfe from the field of Kidgwa in purfuit of Suja. hls rear*
The prince was foon joined by Jomla the vifier, with a great 
force; and they proceeded flowly down along the banks of the 
Ganges. The ftrong pofition of Suja gave him a manifeft advan­
tage; and Jumla, an able and experienced officer, contrived to drive 
him from his poft without bloodfhed. The ridge of mountains to 
the right of the Ganges are, in their fertile valleys, poffeiTed by 
petty, but independent princes. Jumla found means to draw thefe 
over to his party ; and they fhewed to.him a paffage through their 
country, by which he could turn the rear of Suja. Having, by

way-
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H;gD‘Io69?' waF o f W5n{1» Ieft a confiderable part o f the army to fall down,
v“—------- in VaG common rout, along the river, he himfelf, accompanied

by the prince, entered the mountains, and was heard of by Suja 
in his rear, When he expedited to be attacked in front. Suja de­
camped with precipitation; but he arrived in the environs of Ra- 
ja-Mahil fome days before Jumla iffued from the mountains. He 
fortified himfelf ia his cam p; and the vifier, who could make no 
impreffion without artillery, marched toward the left, to join the 
army coming down along the Ganges.

f f i i n l T  ThC Wh°lc army havinS joined, the Imperialifts prefented them- 
felves before the lines of Suja. The vifier opened upon him with 
his artillery, and made feveral unfuccefsful aflaults. During fix 
days he was repulfed With daughter; but Suja dutft not trull the 
effeminate natives of Bengal in the Open field againft the Tartars 
of the north, who compofed the greater part of the Imperial army.
Jumla played inedfandy with his artillery upon the fortifications, 
which being only made up o f hurdles and loofe Tandy foil, were 
foon ruined. Suja’s poll becoming untenable, he decamped under 
the favour of n igh t; and Jumla, afraid of an ambufh, though he 
was apprifed of the retreat o f the enemy, durft not follow him.
The rainy feafon commenced on the very night of Suja’s flight; 
and the Imperiaiifts were conftrained to remain inactive for fome 
months in the neighbourhood of Raja-Mahil.

Suja retreats. Suja, With his army, eroding the Ganges, took the rout of Tanda;
and, during the inactivity of the Imperiaiifts, llrengthened himfelf 
with troops from the Lower Bengal. He alfo drew from thatquar- 
tci a gieat train of artillery, which was wrought by Portugueie and 
other Europeans, who were fettled in that country. Suja, being at­
tached to no iyftem o f religion, was favourable to all. He promifed 
to build churches for the Chriffians, fliould he fucceed in his views

on
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on the empire; and the miffionaries and fathers entered with zeal D.,‘̂ 59*
into his caufe. The affairs of the prince began to wear a better ^— ----->
afpeCt. His effeminate troops acquired confidence from a well- 
ferved artillery; and even Aurungzebe, who confided much in the 
abilities of Jumla, was not without anxiety. An event happened 
about this time which raifed the hopes of Suja, and added to the 
fears of his brother.

The prince Mahommed, who, in conjunction with Jumla, 
commanded the Imperial army, had, before the civil war, con­
ceived a paffion for one of the daughters of Suja. Overtures of 
marriage had been made and accepted; but the confummation of 
the nuptials had been broken off by the troubles which difturbed 
the times. He feemed even to have forgot his betrothed wife in 
his adivity in the field; but the princefs, moved by the misfor­
tunes of her father, wrote with her own hand a very moving letter 
to Mahommed. She lamented her unhappy fate, in feeing the 
prince whom fhe loved, armed againft her father. She expreffed 
her paffion and unfortunate condition, in terms which found their 
way to his heart. His former affeCtions were rekindled in all 
their fury ; and, in the elevation of his mind, he refolved to defert 
his father’s caufe.

The vifier, upon affairs of fome importance, was, in the mean goes over»  
time, at fome diftance from the army, which lay at Raja-Mahil. The ' ^ ’ 
opportunity was favourable for the late adopted fcheme of Mahom­
med. He opened the affair to fome of his friends: he complained of 
his father’s coldnefs, and even of his ingratitude, to a fon,to whom, 
as having feized the perfon of Shaw Jehan, he owed the empire. H e 
gave many inftances of his own fervices; many of the unjufl re­
turns made by Aurungzebe, and concluded by declaring his fixed 
refolution to join Suja. They endeavoured to diffuade him from- 
fo raffi an a&ion; but he had taken his refolution, and he would 
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'if;.'",’ fc^en no argument. He aiked them, Whether they would
'---- ------' follow his fortunes? they replied, “ We are the fervams of Ma-

homraed; and if the prince will to-night join Suja, he is fo much 
beloved by the army, that the whole will go over to him by the 
dawn of day.” Gn thefe vague aflurances* the prince quitted the 
camp that evening with a finall retinue. He embarked in a boat 
on the Ganges; and the troops thought that he had only gone on 
a party of pleafure.

-iol! P' r' ^on*e t îc pretended friends o f Mahommed wrote letters, con­
taining an account of the defertion of the prince, to the vilier.
That lord was ftruck with aftoniflfeaeiit at the folly and matin el's 
of the deed. He thought it impoflible, that, without having fe- 
cured the army, he could defert his father’s caufe. He was per­
plexed with anxiety and doubt; he expected every moment to 
hear, that the troops were in full march to Tanda; and he was afraid 
to join them, with a defign of re ho ting them to their duty, left he 
fhould be carried prifoner to the enemy. He, however, after fome 
hefitation, refolvedto difeharge the part of a good officer. He fetout 
exprefs for the Camp, where he arrived next day. He found things in 
the ntmoft confufion, but not in fuch a defperate fituation as he had 
expected. A great part of the army was mutinous, and begin­
ning to plunder the tents of thofe who continued in their duty.
Thefe had taken arms in defence of their property; fo that blood­
shed atuft loon have enfued, The country, on every fide of the 
camp, was covered with whole fquadrons that fled from the fiarne 
pf diflention which had been kindled. Tumult, commotion, and 
diforder reigned everywhere when the vilier entered the camp,

mueHs The appearance of that lord, who was refpefted for his great
qualities by all, foon filenccd the ftorm. He mounted an ele­
phant in.the center of the camp, and fpoke after this manner to 
the army, who crowded tumultuoufly round him: “ You are

5 no
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no ftrangers, my fellow-fobfiers, to the flight of the prince Ma- A• ,D-. r , Hig. lo i,
liommed, and to his having preferred the love of the daughter of v— — ,,.j

Suja. to his allegiance to his fovereign and father. Intoxicated by 
the fame to which your valour had railed him, he has long been 
prefumptuous in his hopes. Ambition brought him to the edge 
of the precipice over which lie has been thrown by love. But in 
abandoning you, he has abandoned his fortune; and, after the firft 
tranfports are over, regret, and a confcioufnefs of folly, will only 
remain. Suja has perhaps pledged his faith, to fupport the infatu­
ated prince agaiuft his father; he may have even promifed the 
throne of India as a reward for his treachery. But how can Suja 

. perform his promife? We have feen his hoflile ftandards—but
we have feen them only to he feized. Bengal abounds with men, 
with provifions, with wealth ; but valour Is not the growth of that 
foil. The armies of Aurungzebe are numerous ; like you they are 
drawn from the north, and lie is himfelf as invincible in the field 
as he is wife and decifive in the cabinet.

“  But fhould we even fuppofe that Fortune, which has hither- a mutiny 

to been fo favourable to Aurungzebe, fhould defert him in another 
field, would Mahommed reign ? Would Suja, experienced in the 
arts of government, and ambitious as he is of power, place the 
fcepter of India in the hands of a boy? Would he fubmit to the 
authority of the fon of a younger brother ? to the tool of his own 
defigns ? The impoffibility is glaring and obvious. Return, 
therefore, my fellow-foldiers, to your duty. You can conquer 
withoyt Mahommed. Fortune has not followed him to the ene­
my. Your valour can command her every where. He has em­
braced his own ruin; but why fhould we lhare in his adverfe 
fate ? Bengal lies open before you : the enemy are juft not totally 
broken. They are not objeds of terror, but of plunder: you may 
acquire wealth without trouble, and glory without toil.”

Vop. Ilf. T t  This
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ĵig  ̂ioGg9" P̂eec^ °f' the vifier, had the intended effect. Every fpe--
v---- -— -> cies of diforder and tumult fubfided in a moment. The troops de­

in the army. _ 1
fired to be led to the enemy; and Jumla did not permit their ar­
dor to cool. He immediately began to throw a bridge of boats 
aerofs the river. The work was finilhed in three days; and he1 
paffed the Ganges with his whole army. Mahommed, in the 
meantime, having arrived at Tanda, was. received with every 
mark of refpeCt by Suja.. The nuptials were celebrated with the 
utmoft magnificence and p o m p ; and the. feftivity was fcarce over, 
when certain news arrived of the near approach of the Imperial 
army under Jumla. Suja immediately iClued out with all his forces 
from Tanda. He polled himfelf in an advantageous ground, and 
waited for the enemy, with a determined refolution to rifk all o n ; 
the iffue of a battle..

Defeats Suja. Mahommed, who was naturally full of confidence and bold- 
nefs, did not defpair of bringing over the greateft part of the ar­
my of Jumla to his own fide. He erected his ftandard in the front of 
Suja’s camp; and when that prince drew out his forces in order of 
battle, he placed himfelf in the center of the firfl line. Jumla, 
confcious of the fuperiority of his own troops in point of valour, 
was glad to find the enemy in the open field. He formed his line, 
and ordered a column of horfe to fall immediately upon Mahom­
med. That prince vainly fuppofed, when the enemy advanced, 
that they were determined to defert Jumla. But he was foon con­
vinced of his error by the warmth of their attack He behaved 
with his ufual bravery; but the effeminate natives of Bengal were 
not to be kept.to their colours. They fled; and he was carried 
along with their flight. The utmoft efforts of Suja proved alfo 
ineffectual. His troops gave way on all fides; and he himfelf was 
the laft who quitted the field. A great flaughter was made in the 
pnxfuit, and Tanda opened her gates to the conqueror. The

z , princes-,
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princes fled to Dacca in the utm oft diftrefs, leaving the eldeft ion A,JD. sfjy,
 ̂ 0  Hig, 1969,

of Suja dead on the field : but Jumla, remaining for feme time in —*—»*
Tanda to fettle the affairs of the now alrnofl conquered province, 
gave them feme refpite, which they employed in levying a new 
arm y.

The news of the flight of Mahommed arriving in the mean Artifice of
A , Aurungsebc

time at Delhi, Aurungzebe concluded that the whole army in Ben­
gal had gone over to Suja. He immediately matched from the 
capital with a great force. He took, with incredible expedition, 
the rout of Bengal. He however had not advanced far from 
Delhi, when intelligence of the fuccefs of his arms in the battle of 
Tanda met him on his way, and he forthwith returned to the ca­
pital. He there had recourfe to his ufual policy. He wrote a 
letter to his fon, as if in anfwer to one received; and he con­
trived matters fo, that it fhould be intercepted by Suja. That 
prince, having perufed the letter, placed it in the hands of Ma­
hommed, who fwore by the Prophet that he had never once written, 
to his father fince the battle of Kidgwa, The letter was conceiv­
ed in terms like thefe

“ To our beloved foil Mahommed, whofe happinefs and fafety to feparate 

are joined with our life. It was with regret and forrow that we 
parted with our fon, when his valour became neceffary to carry 
on the war againfl Suja. We hoped, from the love we bear to 
our firft-born, to be gratified foon with his return; and that he 
would have brought the enemy captive to our prefence in the fpace 
-of a month, to relieve our mind from anxiety and fear. But fe- 
ren months paffed away, without the completion of the wifhes of 
Aurungzebe. Inftead of adhering to your duty, Mahommed, you 
betrayed your father, and threw a blot on your own fame. The 
■ follies o f  a wom an have overcome filial piety. Honour is fojgot in

T t 2 the
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A. D, 1659. the brightnefs of her beauty ; and he who was deftined to rule the 
. 'gl_1° 9‘. empire of the Moguls, has himfelf become a Have. But as Ma- 

hommed feems to repent of his folly, we forget his crimes. He 
has called the name of God to vouch for his fmcerity; and our pa­
rental affedion returns, t ie  has already our forgivenefs ; but the 
execution of what he propofes is the only means to regain our fa­
vour,”

N '■V

from Suja. The letter made an impreflion on the mind of Suja, Which all 
the proteftations of Mahommed could not remove. He became 
filent and difcontented. He had an affiedion for the prince, 
and he was more enraged at being difappointed in the judgment 
which he had formed, than at the fuppofed treachery. Having 
continued three days in this agitation of mind, he at laft fent for 
the prince. He told him, in the prefence of his council, that af- 

^ ter all the ftruggles of affedion with fufpicion, the latter had pre­
vailed ■, that he could no longer behold Mahommed with an eye of 
friendfhip, fhould he even fvvear to his innocence in the holy tem­
ple of Mecca ; that the bond of union and confidence which had 
lately fubfifted between them was broken; and that, inftead of a 
fon and a friend, he beheld him in the light of an enemy. “ It is 
therefore neceffary for the peace of both,” continued Suja, “  that 
Mahommed fhould depart. Let him take away his wife, with all 
the wealth and jewels which belong to her rank. The treafures of
Suja are open; he may take whatever he pleafes. Go.------ Au-
rungzebe fhould thank me for fending away his fon, before he has 
committed a crime.”

HetsdifmiiT, Mahommed, on this folemn occafion, could not refrain from 
prince'113' tears. He felt the injuftice of the reproach j he admired the mag­

nanimity of uja; he pitied his misfortunes. But his own condi­
tion was equally deplorable. He knew the Hern rigour of his fa-

6 ther;
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ther; who never trailed any man twice. H e knew that his diflicul- A• D-Kig. J069,
ty of forgiving was equal to his caution. The profpect was gloomy v— -v- — *
on either fide. Di draft and mifery were with Suja, and a priibn
was the leaft ptmifhment to be expe&cd from Aurung/ibe. He
took leave, the next day, of his father-in-law. That prince prc-
feiited his daughter with jewels, plate, and money to a great a-.
m ount; and the unfortunate pair purfued their journey to the
camp of Jumla..

Mahommed, accompanied by his fpoufe the daughter of Suja, friied, . 
moved flowly toward the camp of jumla. His melancholy en- 
creafed as he advanced; but whither could he fly? No part o f  
the vaft empire of India was impervious to the arms of Aumng- 
zebe; and he was not poffefled of the means of efcaping beyond 
the limits of his father’s power. He was even afliamed to fhew him- 
felf among troops whom he had deferted. Regret fucceeded tofdlly; 
and lie fcarce could reflea: with patience on the paft, though the 
fair caufe of his misfortunes ftill kept her dominion over his mind.
Having approached within a few miles of the Imperialifts, he fent 
to announce his arrival to the vifier. That minifter haftened to re­
ceive him with all the honours due to his rank. A fquadron with • 
drawn fwords formed around his ten t; but they were his keepers 
rather than guards. Jumla, the very next day, received a packet 
from court; which contained orders to lend Mahommed, fhould 
he fall into his hands, under a ftrong efcort to Delhi. The offi­
cer who commanded the party was ordered to obey the commands 
of the prince; but he, at the fame time, received in''tract ions to 
watch his motions, and to prevent bis efcape. When he arrived 
at Agra, he was confined in the citadel, from whence he was i00:1 
after, fent to Gualiar, where he remained a prifoner to his death.

Mahommed, ,



/ jy --^\ \   ̂ y ^ -

li(W m v y .-  ms h  . ( c t
\  %. X. ('r4' -- -W y  X . /  1 _.4
V » > - — - > y  .XV, X x '  X :  X  ■ “ . , ■ X f v . .  \$fx \ .... ■,■: ■ - *
■ . •*1*^/ : , , ■'■ 1 X?;. ','. ' ‘ 1 V X;v\;’. V '.' v . ■' --I1' ; ;,v g-jV1/ ■ ■ .' : :;V ' ' ' , : / 'x- XxV' 'V'x : '■ '“-'".V''

Zi6  T H E  EH S T O R Y  OF I U N D O  ST A N ,

Hi?.’ 107c!’ Mabommed, though brave and enterprising like his father, was 
andimpT^ deftitute o f his policy and art. Precipitate, full of fire, and incon- 
rfoned. Illiterate, he was more fitted for adding the part of a partizan than 

of a general; and was therefore lefs adapted for war than for bat­
tle. Haughty in his temper, yeteafy in his addrefs; an enemy to 
cruelty, and an absolute Granger to fear. He was daring and ac­
tive on occafions of danger; but he knew his merit, and he 
was felf-conceited and haughty. He afcribed to his owndecifive 
valour the whole fuccefs of his father; and he had been often known 

*0 fay, that he placed jfturungzcbe on the throne when he might 
have poflefled it hirafelf. Naturally open and generous, he defjpi- 
Ced the duplicity of his father, and difdained power that muft be 
preferved by art. His free converfations upon thefe fubjeds 
eftranged from him the affcdions of his father, who feems to have 
confelfed this merit by his own fears. Had Mahommed accepted 
of the offer of Shaw jehan, when he feized that prince, he had 
courage and adivity fufficient to keep poileffion of the throne of 
the Moguls. But he negleded the golden opportunity, and fhew- 
ed his love of fway, when he was not poflefled of any rational 
means to acquire the empire. His misfortunes however were great­
er than his folly. He pafled feven years in a melancholy prifon at 
Gualiar, till death put a period to his mifery.

Suji Jumla, having fettled the affairs of the weftern Bengal, march*
•ed with his army toward Dacca. Suja was in no condition to 
meet him in the field; and to attempt to hold out any place againft 
fo great a force, would be to enfure, by protrading, his own fate.
His refources were now gone. He had but little money, and he 
could have no army. Men forefaw his inevitable ruin, and they 
fhunned his pretence. His appearance to the few troops who 
had remained near him, was even more terrible than the fight of an 
enemy. They could not extricate him from misfortune, and they

pitied
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pitied his'fate. He however ftill retained the dignity of his own A{p. 1660.
foul. He was always cheerful, and full of hopes; his activity <---- „-----'
prevented the irkfomenefs of thought. When the news of the ap­
proach of the Impeiialifts arrived, he called together his few 
friends. He acquainted them with his refolution of flying be­
yond the limits of an empire, in which he had now nothing to ex­
pert but misfortunes; and he afked them, Whether they prefer-' 
red certain milcry with their former lord, to an uncertain pardon 
from a new matter ?,

To the feeling and generous, misfortune fecures friends, They driven from 
all declared their refolution to follow Suja to whatever part of the 
world he fhould take his flight. With fifteen hundred horfe he 
directed his march from Dacca toward'the frontiers of Affam.
Jumla was clofe at his heels; but Suja, having crofled the Baram- 
putre, which, running through the kingdom of Aflarn, falls into 
Bengai, entered the mountains of Rangarmtri. Through almott 
impervious woods, over abrupt rocks, acrofs deep valleys and head­
long torrents, he continued his flight toward Arracan. Hav­
ing made a circuit of near five hundred miles through the wild 
mountains of Tippera, he entered Arracan with a diminiihed. 
retinue. The hardflups- which he iuftained in the march were 
forgot in the hofpitality of the prince of the country, who re­
ceived him with the diilin&ion due to his rank.'

Jumla loft fight of the fugitive when he entered the mountains takes refege 
beyond the Barampntre. He turned his arms againft Cogeb&r, and 1R Arracan* 
reduced that country, with the neighbouring valleys which inter- 
fed: the hills of Kokap%i. But Suja, though’ Beyond the reach* 
of Jumla’s arms, was not beyond his policy. The place of his re­
treat was known; and threatening letters from the vificr, whofd 
feme had patted, the mountains of Arracan, railed terrors in the*

mind-*
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A. D. 1660. mind of the Raja. He thought himfelf unfafe in his natural faft-
■Ihs' nefs; and a fudden coolnefs to Suja appeared in his behaviour.

The wealth of his unfortunate gueft became alfo an object for his 
avarice. Naturally ungenerous, he determined to take advantage 
of misfortune; but he mull do it with caution, for fear of oppo- 
fing the current of the public opinion. He fent a mefiage to Suja 
requiring him to depart from his dominions. The impoftibility 
of the thing was not admitted as an excufe. The Monfoons raged 
on thecoaft; the hills behind were impaflable, and covered with 
ftorms. The violence of the feafon joined iflue with the unre­
lenting fate of Suja. The unfeeling prince was obftinate. He tl- 
fued his commands, becaufe he knew they could not be obeyed. 
Suja fent his fon to requeft a refpite for a few days. He was ac­
cordingly indulged with a few days ; but they only brought 
accumulated diflrefs.

His uncom- Many of the adherents of the prince had been loft in his march; 
mon many, forefeeing his inevitable fate, deferted him after his arrival

at Arracan. Of fifteen hundred only forty remained; and thefe 
were men of fome rank, who were refolved to die with their bene­
factor and lord. The Sultana, the mother of his children, had 
been for fome time dead : his fecond wife, three daughters, and 
two fons compofed his family. The few days granted by the Raja 
were now expired ; Suja knew of no refource. To afk a longer 
indulgence was in vain; he perceived the intentions of the prince 
of Arracan, and he expe&ed in filence his ftite. A melfage in the 
mean time came from the Raja, demanding in marriage the daugh­
ter of Suja. “ My misfortunes,” faid the prince, “ were not 
complete, without this infult. Go tell your mafter, that the race 
of Timur, though unfortunate, will never fubmit to dilhonour. 
But why does he fearch for a caufe of difpute ? His inhumanity 
and avarice'are too obvious to be covered by any pretence. Let

him



him a d  an open part; and his boldnefs 'will atone for a portion ^ ;D'I(̂ 0' 
of his crime.” 1-----v-----'

The Raja was highly offended at the haughtinefs of the anfwcr diftrefs. 
of Suja. But the people pitied the fugitive, and the prince durft 
not openly do an ad  of flagrant injuftice. To affaffinate him in 
private was impoffible, from the vigilance of his forty friends.
A public pretence muft be made to gain the wealth of Suja, and ✓
to appeafe his enemies by his death. The report of a confpiracy 
againft the Raja was induftrioufly fpread abroad. It was affirmed 
that Suja had formed a defign to mount the throne of Arracan, by 
afiaffinating its monarch. The thing was in itfelf improbable. How 
could a foreigner, with forty adherents, hope to rule a people of a 
different religion with themfelves. An account of the circum- 
ftances of the intended revolution was artfully propagated. The 
people loft their refped for Suja, in his charader of anaffaflin. It 
was in vain he protefted his innocence; men who could give 
credit to fuch a plot, had too much weaknefs to be moved by ar­
gument.

The Raja, in a pretended terror, called fuddenly together his ”
council. He unfolded to them the circumftances of the confpi- can. 
racy, and he afked their advice. They were unanimoufly of opi­
nion, that Suja and his followers fhould be immediately fent away 
from thfe country. The Raja was difappointed in his expedations; 
he had hoped that death fhould be the punifhment of projeded 
murder. But the natural hofpitality of the nobles of Arracan pre­
vailed over his views. He, however, under the fandion of the 
determination of his council, refolved to execute his own dcligns.
The unfortunate prince, with his family and his forty friends, 
were apprifed of his intentions. They were encamped on a 
narrow plain which lay between a precipice and a river, which 
iffuing from Arracan, falls into the country of Pegfx. At

V o l . III. U u either
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A .p . \S6a. either end of the plain a pafe was formed between the rock
Jsiig. 1070. *

and the river. Suja, with twenty of his men, pofleffed him- 
felf of one; and his fon with the reft, flood in the other in 
arms. They few the Raja’s troops advancing 5 and S«ja, with a ■ 
finite on his countenance, addrefied his few friends*:

Hu refold « The battle we sire about to fight is unequal; but, in- our pred 
lent finjation, the iflue rnuft be fortunate. We contend not now 
for empire; nor even for life, but for honour. It is not fitting - 
that Suja fhould die, without having hi# arms in his hands : to 
fubmit tamely to aflaffination, is beneath the dignity of his fa­
mily and former fortune. But your cafe, toy friends, is not yet fo 
defperate. You have no wealth to be feized ; Aurungzibe has not 
placed a price upon your heads. Though the Raja is deftitute of 
generofiiy j it is not in human nature to be wantonly cruel. You 
fnay cfcapc with your lives, and leave me to mv fate. There is 
one, however, who muft remain with Suja. My fon is involved 

1 with me in my adverfe fortune ; his crime is in Ids blood. To
‘pare his life, would deprive the Raja of half his reward from 
Aurungzebe for procuring my death.”

in te r,, 1"lis- friends were filcnt, but they burft into tears. They tool;
tlteir polls, and prepared themfelvea to receive with their fwertis 
the troops of the Raja. The unfortunate women remained in 
their tent, iu dreadful iufpence 3 till routed by the ciafhitig of 
arms, they ruflbed forth with difhevelled hair. The men behaved* 
with that elevated courage which is raifed by misfortune in the 
extreme. They twice repulfed the enemy, who, afraid of their 
fwords, began to gall them with arrows from a diftancc. The 
greateft part of the friends o f Suja were at length either ftain or 
■votmded. tie  himfelf If 11 flood undaunted, and defended the pafs 
agamil the cowardly troops of Arracan. They durft not approach 
hand to hand; and their miffivc weapons flew wide of their arm

th e



| l |  <5L
A U K t f  NY G 2  E  B & 33*

'T he officer who commanded ■&* party, fent in the mean im<S J^V. 
fome of his foidiers to the top of the precipice, to roll clown w -v -—' 
ftones on the prince and his gallan1 friends. One fell on the 
fhoulder of Svtja; and he funk uown, being ftunned with the pain.
The enemy took advantage of hi fall. They rufoed forward,
difarmed and bound him.

. *

H e was hurried into a canoe which lay ready on the river. The 
officer told him, that his orders were to fend him down the ftream 
to Pegu, Two of his friends threw themejlves into the canoe, 
as they were puffiing it away from the bank, lire  wde and the 
daughters of Suja, with cries which reached heaven, threw them- 
felves headlong into the river. They were, however, brought 
afliore by the foidiers; and carried away, together with the ffia of 
Suja, who was wounded, to the Raja’s palace. 1 he prince, fad 
and defolate, beheld their diftrefs ; and, in his forrow, heeded not 
his own approaching fete. They had now rowed to the middle 
of the firearm ; but his eyes were turned toward the fhore. The 
rowers, according to their mftmdtions from the cruel Raja, drew 
a large plug from the bottom of the canoe; and throwing them* 
fdlvcs into the river, were t ken up by another canoe which had 
followed them for that purpofe. The canoe was inflantly filled 
with water. The unfortunate prince and his two friends betook 
themfelves to fwimming. 1 hey followed the other canoe ; but the 
haftened to the fhore. The river was broad ; and at laffi, worn out 
with fatigue, Suja refigned himfelf to death. His two faithful 
friends at the fame inftant difappeared in the dream.

Piara Bam, the favourite, the only Wife of Suja, was fo famed Depiorabffc 

for her wit and beauty, that many Jongs n her praiie are bill famiiy. 
fung in Bengal. The gracefulnefs of her perfon had even become 
proverbial. When the Raja came to await upon h a  in the baram,

U u 2 ffie

\



g j || • §L
" if/ * ':' *, 1 y  .tM/'lif i 'I'*1" n < ,/>, a t  . > 't,,/,'1’ *'\,n i . ™

33 s T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  H I M D O S T A N ,

A. D. 1660. f]ie attempted to ftab him with a dagger which {he had concealed,
nig. 1070. 1 . rn
w - v - w  She, however,/ was difarmed ; and perceiving that Ihe was deftiued 

for the arms of the murderer of her lord, in  the madaefs of 
grief, rage and dcfpair, Ihe disfigured her beautiful face with 
her own hands ; and at lad found with fad difficulty a cruel 
death, by dafhing her head againll a ftone. The three daughters, 
of Suja Rill remained; two of them found means by poifon to 
put an end to their grief. The third was married to the Raja 1 
but ihe did not long furvive what ihe reckoned an indelible dif- 
grace on the family of Timur. The fon of Suja, who had de­
fended himfelf to the laft, was at length overpowered, by means 
of Hones rolled down upon him from the rock. He was carried 
to the Raja ; and foon after, with his infant brother, fell a victim, 
by a cruel death, to the jealouiy of that prince.

Refleftiom. Such was the melancholy end of Suja, and of all his fa­
m ily ; a prince not lefs unfortunate than Dara, though of better 
abilities to oppofe his fate. He was hold and intrepid in a&ion, 
and far from being deftitutc of add refs. His perfonal courage 
was g rea t; and he was even a Granger to political fear. Had he* 
at the commencement of the war, been poffefTed of troops equal, 
in valour to thofe of his brother, we might probably have the 
misfortunes of Aurungiebe, and not thofe of Suja, to relate. But 
the effeminate natives of Bengal failed him in all his efforts. Per­
fonal courage in a general, affumes the appearance of fear with 
a cowardly army. When Suja prevailed, the merit was his own ; 
when he failed, it was the fault of his araiy. No prince was 
ever more beloved than Suja; he never did a cruel, never an in­
humane action during his life. Misfortune, and even_ death- li­
fe] i, could not deprive him of all his friends; and though his 
fate Was not known in Hindoftan lor fome years after his death, 
when it was heard, it filled every eye with tears.

A U R U N G-
\  -
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C H A P .  IV.

Prudent adm itlijlration of Aurungzebe— Obfervations on h is conduct 
— H is behaviour to w ard  his Jecond fo il— Solimdn Sheko betrayed 
by the R a ja  o f Serinagur— He flie s—is taken—brought to D elh i— 
and imprifoned—An embaffy from  P e rjia —S h aw  A llum  declared 
heir-apparen t—A  fam ine—Wife and humane conduit o f the em­
peror—W ar in the D ecan—Aurungzebe f a lls  J ic k —D iflra ih o ns at 
D elh i—In trigues o f S h aw  Allum—Recovery o f the emperor—He 
demands the daughter o f D a ra —and the Im perial je w e ls  from  
S h aw  Je h a n —but is refufed—H is a r t to appeafe h is fa th e r—
Promotions.

T h e  war with Suja, which was carried on in the extremity ^ ^
of the empire, neither difturbed the repofe of Aurung- Hig. 1070. 

zebe, nor diverted his attention from the civil affairs of the ftate. Reflexions.. 
Impartial and decifive in his meafures, he was even acknowledged 
to be a good prince, by thofe who recognized not. his right to 
the throne ; and men began to wonder, how he, who was fo 
juft, could be fo cruel. The people fuffered little by the civil war.
The damage done by the marching and counter-marching of 

} armies, was paid out of the public treafury. An. exad: difciplinc 
had been obferved by all parties ; for the rivals for the crown of 
Hindoftan, though in the field againft one another, could not 
pcrfuade themfelves that-they were in an enemy’s country. The 
prince who prevailed in a province, extended not the punifh-

6  menfc
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H "!1'io-o9' ment treafon to thofc w ho Supported a competitor with their 

v-— v~— ' Avords ; and, what is fcarce credible, not one man beyond the 

fam ily o f  T im u r, was either afluifinated in private, or flam by the 

hands o f  public juftice, during a civil w ar, 1b long, fd bloody, and 

fo various in its events.

■ X S m io n  T h e  emperor accuftoued to bufmefs, in his long governm ent o f  

various provinces, was w ell acquainted w ith the whole detail, 

o f  public affairs. N othing w as fo minute as to efcape bis no­

tice. H e  knew  that the pow er and confequence o f  the prince 

depended upon the profperity and happinefs o f the people; and 

lie was even from  f d f  fh view s an enem y to oppreflion, and an  

encourager o f  agriculture and commercial induftry. H e  efta- 

bliflred a perfeG  fecurity o f  property over all his dominions. T h e  

form s o f  juftice w ere made lefs intricate, and more expeditious 

-than under form er reigns. T o  corrupt a judge w as rendered fo r  

the firft: time a crim e. T h e  fees paid ia  the courts o f  judicature 

were afeertaiued with accuracy and precifion; and a delay in the 

execution o f  juftice, fubjeded the judge to the paym ent o f  the lofs 

£u flamed by the party aggrieved.

• f  Aiming- T h e  courfe o f  appeals from  inferior to fuperior courts was unin­

terrupted and fre e ; but to prevent a wanton exertion o f  this pri­

vilege, the appellant was feverely fined, when his complaint 

againft a judgm ent was found frivolous and ill-founded. T h e  

diftributers o f public juftice, w hen their decrees were reverfed, 

could not always fereen themfelves under a pretended error in 

judgm ent. Should the matter appear clear, they were turned 

out of their offices, as fwayed b y  partiality or bribery. A u ru n g -  

z£be, icon after his acceffion to the throne, eftablifhed a prece­

dent ot this kind. A n  appeal came before him in the prefence 

o f tiic nobles. T h e  decifion had been unjuft. H e  fent for the 

judge,- and told him  in public, *  T h is  matter is clear and ob­

vious ;



f(f)| ‘ ' ^ •■ %L
V?C----j&yx%5,, -/

A U R U N G Z E B E .  335
vious; if you have no abilities to perceive it in that light, you A.£ ^
are unfit for your place, as a weak man ; if  you fuffered yourfelf '-----v---- '
to be overcome by prefents, you are an unjuft man, and there­
fore unworthy of your office.” Having thus reprimanded the 
judge; he diverted him of his employment, and difmifled him 
with ignominy from his prefence.

But this is the fair fide of the character of Aurungzebe. Dark Observation̂ , 
and determined in his policy, he broke through every reftraint to dug. 
accomplifh his defigns. He pointed in a dired line to the goal of 
ambition ; and he cared not by what means he removed whatever 
obje<ft obftruded his way. He either believed that morality was
inconfiftent-with the great trad  of government; or, he aded as 
if he believed it; and he fometimes defcended into a vicious 
meannefs, which threw difcredit on his abilities, as well as upon 
his honefty. He held the cloke of religion between his adions 
and the vulgar ; and impioufiy thanked the Divinity for a fuccefs 
which he owed to his own wickednefs. When he was mur­
dering and perfecting his brothers and their families, he was 
building a magnificent mofque at Delhi, as an offering to God 
for his artiftance to him in the civil wars. • He aded as high- 
prieft at the confecration of this temple ; and made a pradice 
of attending divine fervice there, in the humble drcfs of a Fakier.
But when he lifted one hand to the Divinity, he, with the other, 
figned warrants for the affaffination of his relations.

During the civil wars which convulfed the empire, all remained ArtfJxon- 
quict in the Decan. The prudent management of Mahommed fecond fon •
Mauzim, the fecond fon of Aurungzebe, prevented the lately 
conquered provinces from fhaking off the yoke. 1 hat prince, 
with a great fhare of his father’s abilities, exceeded him if pof- 
fible in coolnefs and felf-deniaL He knew the ftern jealoufy of

the-
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a , d . 1660, tJinj emperor : and he rather affd&ed the hum ilit) o f a. flare, than 
0.— ,— j the manlv confidence o f a ion. H e was no Granger to the fact- 

■ ilty  with which his father could facrificc every thing to his own 
Security ; and he looked upon him as an enemy who watched his 
motions* more than in the light of a parent who would grant 
indulgences for errors. H e knew that the beft means for p re ­
venting the fufpicions o f Aurungzebe, was to copy his own art.
H e  affected to love bufm efs; he was humble and fdf-denied in 
his profeffions, deftitute o f prefumption, and full o f devotion.

,cd Aurungzebe, whofe penetrating eye Taw feme defign lurking
in fecret behind the conduct o f Mauzim, infinuated to that prince, 
that to reign was a delicate fituation ; that fpvereigns muff be 
jealous even o f their own lhadows ; and, as for himfelf, he was 
refolved never to become a facrifice to the ambition o f a fon. M ail- 
zim knew the intention of the fpeech, but he feemed not to 
underftand i t ; and he redoubled his attention to thofe arts which 
had already, in a great meafure, lulled aflleep the watchful fufpi- 
cious o f his father. He remitted the revenue to the capital, with 
great regularity and precision, f ie  pradliicd, in his expences, 
the ceconomy and frugality which his father loved. In appear­
ance, and even perhaps from confiitmion, an enemy to effeminate 
pleafurcs, without vanity enough for pomp and magnificence, 
his court feemed like the cell of a hermit, who grudged to others 
the indulgences for which he had no tafte himfelf. All this art, 
however, prevailed not w ith Aurungzebe to continue him in his 
viccroylhip o f  the Decan. He knew, from his own experience, 
how dangerous it is to continue the government o f a rich p ro ­
vince, long in the hands of a prince o f abilities; He, therefore, 
recalled Mauzim to court, and gave his high office to Shaiffa 
Chan.

The
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The attention of Aurungzebe turned from Bengal to another Â P - i^ | I' 
quarter, upon receiving certain intelligence of the tlight of Suja 
to Arracan. Soli man ftill remained inclofed in the mountains of againit Soli-

. _ nun,
Sennagur, under the protection of the Raja. 1 he emperor c.id 
not think himfelf firmly fixed on the throne, whilft any of the 
family of Dara remained out of his hands. He applied through 
Joy Singh, who, from being of the fame religion with the Raja, 
had great influence over him, to the prince of Serinagur. He 
tempted his avarice, and he wrought upon his fears. T he Raja, 
being averfe to be thought difhonourable, hefitated contrary to 
the bias of his paflions. He, however, connived at an invafion 
of his country to reconcile his people, by an appearance of ne- 
ceffity to the delivering up of the prince. The troops, who enter­
ed his country with pretended hoftilitics, carried to him the price 
fet upon the head of Soli man.

The unfortunate ytA\th, being apprized of his danger, fled Seized, 
over the frightful mountains which feparate Serinagur from 
Tibet. Three friends accompan -sj him in this impracticable at­
tempt. The fides of tliefe mountains are covered with impervi­
ous forefts, the haunts of beafls of prey, on their top dwells a 
perpetual form. Rapid rivers and impaflabic torrents occupy 
the vallies 5 except where fome brufhwood here and there hides 
dangerous and venomous fnakes. It was then the rainy feafon; 
and mift and darknefs covered the defart with ̂ additional bofyor.
The unhappy fugitives, not daring to truft any guide, loft their' 
way. When they thought themfelves on the borders of Tibet, 
they were again within fight of Serinagur. Worn out with fa­
tigue, they took (h elter under a rock, where they were difeover- 
ed by a fhepherd, who gave them fome refrefhment, but at the 
fame time informed the Raja of what he had fecn. * T hat chief 
fent his fon with a party to feize Soliman. The prince was

V o l . HI. X x  - afleep
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J\ P/ afltep *vhen they arrived in fight; but he was rouztd by one of his 
three friends who kept the w atch. They rook to their arms. The 
young Raja plied them with arrows from a diftancc, and tvro of 
the prince’s companions were ilain. He hunfelf was wounded.
He fell under this unequal mode of attack; and was brought: 
boimd into the prefence of the Raia.

anls f. ot to That .prince began, to cxeufe bis breach of hofpitality by .pub­
lic neceiiity. He dimmiflhed the independence of his own fitua- 
lion, and magnified the power of Aurungzebe. “ To feize an 
unfortunate fugitive,” faid Soliman, “ is a crime; but i t  is ag­
gravated by the iufult of making an apology, for what Heaven-and 
mankind abhor. Take your reward for my life ; it alleviates the 
misfortunes o f my fituation, that now I owe you nothing for the 
friendlhip which you exhibited upon my arrival in' your do- 
rpinions.” lie 'turned his eyes in fdence to the ground; and, 
without a murmur, permitted hi rnfelf to be carried priioner to 
Delhi. The emperor aPfeded to be difpleafeu, that the unhappy 
prince had# fallen into his h inds. To leave him at large was im- 
pofilble.; and -even the walls of a., prifon were not a-fufficient fe- 
cunty,.ngamft the dcfigja, which the difaffeded might form in his 
favour. He ordered him to be brought into the hall of audi­
ence, in the y«rj><:nce of all the nobles; even the chief ladies pf 
the harazd^r&  indulged .with a fight of a young prince, as 
ma^'a |>f his exploits, as for his misfortunes.

. 1 , ; ' ’ JH -f. . ■ • . Lif’lf v' v .w :1 '■ T  ydT'HTVf f  ' d'd'gT :TA. ji T ’ Pif ■: *.? ' b j ' i  •* :lrf <f -cl-. -..f ’ "P1
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PmuKiu be- , W hcu fie M  entered the outer-gate of. the palace, the chains
fi’ h' v- wcre ^ ruc?v °*f b'om bi« feeti but the fetters of gold were- left 

upon his hands. ■ The whole court were ftruck with the (lately 
graccfulnefs of his peribn ; they were touched with grief at his 
melancholy fate. Many of the nobles could not refrain from 
tears; the ladies of the haram weeped aloud behind the fcrecus.

, liven



Even the heart of Aurungzebe began to relent; and a placid an- A*?• 10'>r-1 Fig. 1071.
siety feemied to wander over his face. Sdiman remained fdent, <-----,---- -
with his eyes fixed on the ground. Fear nothing, Solimin 
Shyko,” faid the emperor; “ I am not cruel, but: cam ions. Your 
father fell as a man deftitute o f all religion'; but you lhall be 
treated welt.’’ ' The priiice bowed his head ; and tlien raifed his 
hands as high as his fetters would permit, according to the cuf- 
tern in the Imperial prefence. He then odd refled hiriifelf to the 
emperor. “ If my death? is nee diary for the fafety of Aiming* 
zebe, let me prefently die, for I am reconciled to my fate. But: 
let me not linger in prifon, to JanguifH away by degrees, by the 
means of draughts, which deprive the mind of ration, when they 
enfeeble the body.” This alluded to an infufion of poppy, which 
the imprifoned princes were forced to drink in Gualiar. It ema­
ciated them exceedingly, their ftrength and1 imderftanding left 
them by degrees, they-became torpid and infeniible, till'they were 
at la ft relieved by death. The emperor deft red him to jeft fatisfied 
that no defign was entertained againft his life. He was feiit 
that very night to Agra, and loon after ordered to OuaKdr, with 
the prince Mahommcd, the emperor’s elded foil. >

The imprifonment of Soliman put an end to the fears of An- EmbaflSw1 , , . from I’e.rfi.1
rungzSte. He found bujifolf firmly feated on the throne; and* and Tavury. 
mankind were unwilling to difturb die tranquillity which they 
eny ved under his prudent adminidration. Peace prevailed all 
over the empire. The mo ft diftant arid Inacheffible province*

' licoatne pervious- to his authority. He exfragitimed partyy by re-
tairung .no appearance-of revenge agamlbTno'e* whO-hid oppoled 
his elevation. He made friends of his norm ns by <:onhirh.g upon 
them favours; and he lecured the faith o f hts friends by repol-

relli:ankT'Uti«oneeriiedip£dfatm'%Qf t|e/t;ivit wars, .atknowkdy id
j{_;j X x  2 the ' v
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a p tc6i. t]ic ricjHt which Aurungzcbe had acquired by his fortune and ad- Hig 1071, ' i  j  - .
1—v— drefs. An ambaflador arrived from Shaw Abas the Second or

Perfia, to felicitate him on his acceflion to the th rone; and he 
was followed by another from Suja king of the weftern Tartary.
The emperor’s pride was flattered by the acquiefcence of thefe 
two powerful monarchs, in his title to the crown. He received 
their representatives witbrunufual pomp ; and at the fame time 
that he gratified the princes with magnificent prefents, he enrich­
ed the ambaffadors with very confiderable fums of money.

Shaw Ailum The folly o f the prince Mahommed had totally eftranged from 
of^heem-^ him the affections of his father : his obftinacy and daring difpofi- 
5’,rt< tion had rendered him an objeCt of terror to the provident mind

of Aurungzebe. That monarch had refolved to keep him al­
ways a clofe prifoner in Gualiar : he, however, allowed him a 
houfehold, and the company of women. This humane treat­
ment had raifed the hopes of the prince of being fpeedily releafed.
He wrote to his father penitential letters; but they produced 
no anfwer. Mahommed, in the vigour of his own mind, had a 
crime which could not be forgiven. Mauzim the fecond fon, 
took advantage of his brother’s misfortune. He redoubled his 
attention to his father’s orders; and feemed to obey with fo 
much humility, that he eradicated all fears of wi/hing to com­
mand from his fufpicious mind. To cut off the hopes of M a­
hommed, as well as to fecure the affections of Mauzim, the lat­
ter was publicly declared heir of the empire, and his name chang­
ed to that of Shaw Allum, or, King of the World. A fon was 
foon after born to that prince ; and his birth was celebrated with 
uncommon fplendour and feftivity.

A dreadful In the midft of this public joy, the news of a dreadful calamity 
fammc' was received at court. A prodigious famine, occafioned by the

uncommon
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uncommon drought o f  the feafon which burnt up the harveft* A-D. 1661,
Hig* 10 7 1,

prevailed in different parts of India. The emperor exerted him- -v— J
fftlf with a humanity unfuitable to his behaviour toward his own 
family, to alleviate the diftrefs of his fubje&s. He remitted the 
taxes that were due; he employed thofe already.collected in the 
purchafe of corn, which was diftributed among the poorer fort.
He even expended immenfe fums out of the treafury, in convey­
ing grain by land as well as by water into the interior provinces, 
from Bengal and the countries which lie on the five branches of 
the Indus, as having fuffered lefs on account of the great rivers 
by which they are watered. The grain fo conveyed was pur- 
chafed, at any price, with the public money ; and it was re­
fold at a very moderate rate. The poorer fort: were lupplicd, 
at fixed places, with a certain quantity, without any confideration 
whatever. The activity of the emperor, and his wife regulations, 
carried relief through every corner of his dominions. Whole 
provinces were delivered from impending deftru&ion; and many 
millions of lives were faved.

This humane attention to the fafety o f his fubje&s obliterated Wlfdom and 
from their minds all objections to his former conduCh He even ofAuruifg-* 
began to be virtuous. The ambition which made him wade sebe* 
through blood to the throne, inclined him to the purfuit of fame,
■which can only be acquired by virtue. “ No man,” obferves a 
Perfian author, “  is a tyrant for the fake of evil. Paffion per­
verts the judgment, a wrong judgment begets oppofition, and 
oppofition is the caufe of cruelty^ blood/hed, and civil war. When 
all oppofition is conquered, the fword of vengeance is fheathed, 
and the deflroyer of mankind becomes the guardian of the human 
fpecies.” Such are the reflections of a writer, who'publifhed the 
hiftory of Aurungzebe in the heart of his court; and that they 
■were juft, appears from his having the boldnefs to make them.

To ' '
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A-D., i6m. 7"0 alleviate the calamity which had fallen on the people, was
H igt i oj i .  _ > '  , . .
i---- v-----/ the principal, if  not the foie budnefs of the emperor during the

third year of his reign. A favourable feafon fucceeded to his 
care ; and the empire foon wore its former face o f profperity.

Awsron the In the month, of September of the year t6dr,  the news o f the 
breaking out of a war on the frontiers of the Decan, was brought to 
Aurungzebe. The Imperial governor, Shaida Chan, irritated at the 
depredatory incurfionsof the fub jedsof Sewaji, prince of Cokin or 
Cancan, on the coaft of Malabar, led an army into his country.
Sewaji, unable to cope with the Imperialids in the field, retired 
into the heart of his dominions to levy troops; and left his fron­
tier towns expofed. They fell, one by one, before the power of 
Shaida, and that lord at length fat down before Chagna, one of 
the principal places, both for confequence and drengtb, in the 
province of Cokin. It was fituated on a high rock, deep and 
inaccedible on every dde. The utmod efforts of Shaida were 
badled. He had made breaches in the, parapet, on the edge of the 
rock, but he could not afeend with an adault. When he at­
tempted to apply foaling ladders, the befieged rolled down huge 
dones upon him, and crulhed whole fquadrons of his troops. To 
raife the liege would bring difgrace; to take the place feemed 
now impofiible.

.coart of'Ma- Shaida, in the mean time, fell upon an ingenious contrivance, 
which produced the deiired effed. A hill rofe, at fome didance 
from the fo r t ; from the top of which, every thing which paded 
withjn the walls could be feen through afpy-gU d. The captain- 
general flood frequently on this hill to reconnoitre tire place. He 
obierved that, at a certain hour every day, the garridm wns.fup->

1 plied with ammunition from a magazine , in the center of tls;e
furl. He had .no mortars, in  his. tra in ; it havjqg. tyeett

•j impofiible *

*
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im no fable to carry them acrofs the Imrjienfe ridge of mountains A 'P«,1 62*'
A * lu g . 1072.

which feparate the Decan from Malab&r. He, however, fell v**^ 
upon an effectual expedient. The wind blowing frefh from the 
hill upon the town, he let fly a paper-kite, which concealed a 
blind match, at the very inftant that the gafrilbn was Apply­
ing themselves with powder from the magazine. He per­
mitted it to drop in the midft; by an accident the match fell 
upon fume powder which happened to be ftrewed around. The 
fire communicated with the magazine; and the whole went off 
with a- dreadful explofton, which fhoak the country, threw down 
the' greateft part of the fort, and buried the nioft of the garrifoh 
in the ruins.' The Moguls afeended in the confufion; and fhofe 
who had efoaped the fhock, fell by thefword.

The emperor was- fo much pleafed with the expedition of ’f heMar*i*
Shaifla, into Malabar, that he r,cfo!ved to reinforce him to com­
plete the conquefl of Cbkin. The Maraja, who, for his defertionof 
Dara, had been placed in the government of.Guzerat, was ordered 
to march to join Shaifla with twenty thou fund borfe. That prince, 
fohd of the activity and tumult of expedition, obeyed the Impe­
rial mandate without hefitation. He arrived in the camp before 

• the news of his march had readied the captain-general. Be­
ing naturally'haughty and violent, he di(approved of Shaifla’s 
mode of carrying on the war. He pretended that he was fent to 
aQift him with his counfel as, well as with his arms 5 and 
that he was refolved, if he did not alter his plan,, to complete 
the conquefl of CoHn“with his own troops. Shaifla would re- 
Tinquifh no part of his power. lie  commanded him upon Hr. 4
allegiance to obey. The Maraja was provoked beyond mea- 
fare, at a treatment fo humiliating to his pride. He thwarted 
privately the mealures of the captain-general; and that lord be­
gan to exercife over him all the rigour of authority.

Thfe
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The Maraia’ vvhofe honour was not proof againft his more 
'— r e - —1 violent paflions, formed a plot againft Shaifta’s life. Theto reinforce ,

the army. nobles of the firft rank are permitted, by the patent o f their crea­
tion, to have, among their other marks o f dignity, a band of 
mufic, confifting of drums, fifes, trumpets, cymbals, and other 
warlike inftruments. Thefe have an apartment over the gates of 
their palaces in cities, in the camp a tent near that of their lord, 
isaffigned to them ; where they relieve one another, and play, when 
not prohibited, night and day. The Maraja, under a pretence 
that the captain-general was much pleafed with their mufic, fent 
them one night a prefent o f five hundred roupees, in their matter's 
name; and commanded them, to continue to play till next m orn­
ing. They accordingly ftruck up after fupper; and made a prodi­
gious noife. Shaifta, not averfe to mufic, took no notice of this 
uncommon attention in his band.

His plot to "When the camp became filent toward midnight, the Maraia, 
alMinate , , . .  , . , „ °  J ’

who, having a correfpondcnce with Sewaji, had admitted a finall
party of the enemy into the camp, ordered them to fteal, unper­
ceived, into the quarter of the captain-general. They, accordingly, 
pafled the guards, and, cutting their way through the fereens 
which far rounded the tents of Shaifta, entered that in which he 
flept. They fearched in the dark for his bed. He awakened.
Alarmed at their whifpering, he ftarted and feized a lance, which 
was the firft weapon that met his hand. He, at that inftant, re­
ceived a blow with a fword, which cut off three o f his fingers, 
and obliged him to drop the lance. He called out aloud to the 
guards; but the noife of the mufic drowned his voice. He 
groped for the weapon ; and with it defended his head from their 
fwords. His fon, who fiept in the next tent, alarmed by the 
noife, rulhed in with a lighted torch in his hand. The father 
and fon fell then upon the afTalfins. Murderers are always 
cowards. They fled; but the fon o f Shaifta expired o f the

wounds
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wounds which he received in the conflia; and the father himfeif A.D. 1664.
recovered with much difficulty. Hig. 1074.

The Maraja, in the mean time, came, in Teeming conflernation, the a . 
to the quarter of the general. He lamented the accident; and Eener®h 
condefcended to take the command of the army till he fhould 
recover. The officers fufpeded the prince of the affaffination; 
but he had cut off the channels which could carry home a proofi 
Silence prevailed over the camp ; and, though Shaiffa was not Haiti, 
the Maraja poffeffed every advantage which he had expeded from 
the murder. Aurungzebe, from his perfed knowledge of the 
difpofition of the Maraja, was fatisfied of his guilt. It would not, 
however, be either prudent or effedual to order him to appear to 
an Twer for his crimes in the prefence : he knew that his boldnefs 
was equal to his wickednefs. He, therefore, fuppreffed his refent- 
ment; and drew a veil on his defigns, to'lull the prince into fecu- 
rity. He affeded to lament the accident which had befallen to 
his general; but he rejoiced that the management of the war had 
come into fueh able hands.

When the affairs of Aurungzebe wore the rnoft promifing A um ^be 
afped, he was near loling, by his own death, the empire which falIafl' k- 
he had acquired by the murder of his relations. On the twenty- 
fifth ofMay, he fell into a fever. His diftemper was fo violent, 
that he was almoft deprived of his reafon. His tongue was feized 
with a palfy; he loft his fpeech, and all defpaired of his recovery.
The people were filent; and looked forward for a fudden 
revolution. Intrigues for the empire commenced. The lords 
met in private in their palaces; the court, the hararn, were 
full of fehemes. It was already whifpered abroad, that he was 
adually dead. Some regretted him as an able prince, Tome as a 
great general; many were of opinion, that Hcavenhad interfered in 

^r°L- HI’ Y y puniffiing
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^i'15 lo ft Pun*^s‘nS h*s injufltice to his relations. His filler, the princels 
Roihinara, who had poflefled his confidence, was thought to conceal 
his death till her own plans for the fucceffion of his younger Ion 

. to the throne fliouFd be ripe for execution.

Confterna- Uncertain and improbable rumours were, in the mean, time;
won ot the .
f»pie, circulated, and iwallowed with avidity by the people. Their af­

fections for the old emperor being itill entire, they created fictions 
to flatter their wifhes. The Maraja, they faid, was in full marclr 
to releafe him from confinement. Mohabet, ever averfe to- 
Aurungzebe, was oil his way with an army for the fame purpofe, 
from Cabul; and had already palled Lahore. The people of Agra* 
they affirmed, were aduated by tumult and commotion ; the 
garrifon of the citadel was mutinous, and Etabdr, who commanded 
in the place, waited only for the news of the death of the new 
emperor to open the gates to his ancient lord. Though it was 
impoffible that thefe fictions could have an}' probable foundation, 
from the Ihortnefs of the time, they were received with implicit 
faith by a credulous multitude. The very ffiopkeepgrs and 
artizans negle&ed their bufinefs for news. They gathered to­
gether in groups; and one continued whifper of important and 
incredible events flew over all the fireets of Delhi.

Shaw a Hum The prince Shaw Aflum was-not, in the mean time, idle. He
th^thronc. fecretly waited upon many of the nobility, and foliated their 

intereft, with large promifes of gratitude and advantage, in the 
event of his father’s demife. Roihinara, who was bell ac­
quainted with the intentions of the emperor, insinuated, that., 
the fucceffion was to fall on AkbSsr, as yet but a bo-y. Both 
parties averred, however, in public, that at prefent there was no 
occalion for a new prince. Aurungzel-e himfelf, they faid,.only 
managed the empire during the debility of mind which his hinds 

J ‘ 6 had
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had brought upon Shaw Jehan. That monarch, continued they, D- "^+-
being now recovered, will refume the reins of government; and '---- -------

difpofe of the fucceffion in favour of any of his pofterity whom lie 
{hall think worthy of the throne of the Moguls. The people 
already believed themfelves under the government of the old 
emperor. The nobility entertained no refolution of that kind.
Their acquiefcence under Aurungzebe, bad rendered them afraid of 
the reftoration of his father. They knew that the Maraja and 
Mohabet, who ftill profefled themfelves the friends of the latter, 
would, in the event of his enlargement, carry all before them ; 
and feared the violence of the firft, as much as they dreaded the 
abilities of the fecond.

EtabSr, who commanded the citadel of Agra, feemed now to Anxiety 

have the fate of the empire in his hands, l o  open the gates to 
Shaw Jehan, was to involve all in confufion; though it 
might be expected, that from the attachment of the people to 
their ancient fovereign, tumult and commotion would foon fub- , „ .
fide. Aurungzebe, in the fhort intervals of his exceffive pain, 
applied his mind to bufinefs. He gathered the fenfe of the 
people from the dark anxiety which covered the features of his 
attendants. He called his fon Shaw Allum before him. He de~ 
fired him to keep himfelf in readinefs in cafe of his death; to 
ride poll to Agra, and to take the merit of releafing Shaw Jehan.
“  Your only hopes of empire, and even the fafety of your perfon,” 
faid he, “ will depend upon the gratitude of your grandfather.
Let not, therefore, any other perfon deprive you of that advan­
tage.” He then called for pen and ink, and wrote to Etabar, to 
keep a ftridt watch upon the emperor : “ As my death is not cer­
tain,” faid Aurungzebe, “ let not your fears perfuade you to truft 
to the gratitude of any man.”

Y y 2 The



- ' , <SI.
' ! 34.8 THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

A. i). 1664. The anxiety £hewn by the emperor on the occafton, convinced
H ig. 1074* # t t r 1 i j<.-----v-----' mankind that he thought his own recovery doubtful. The lords
 ̂f A untug- qUjttec| tjje palace, and each began to prepare againfl the worft events.

H e lent, on the fifth day, a lummons to all the nobility to come to 
the hall of audience. He ordered himfelf to be carried into the 
a trembly; and he requeued them, from his bed, to prevent tumults 
and commotions. “ A lion,” faid he, alluding to his father, “  is 
chained u p ; and u  is not your intereft to permit him to break 
loofe. H e is exafperated by real; injuries; and he fancies more 
than he feels.” He then called for the great leal of the empire, 
which he had intruded to the princefs Ilofhinara. He ordered it 
to be fealed up in a filken bag, with his private fignet, and to be 
placed by his fide. His exertion to fpcak to the nobles threw 
him into a fwoon. They thought him dead, A murmur flew 
around. He, however, recovered himfelf; and ordering Joy 
Singh and feme of the principal lords to approach, he took them 
by the hand. Day after day he was thus brought into the prefence 
of the nobility. AH intrigues ceafed at the hopes of his recovery.
On the tenth day of his illnefs, the fever began to leave him, 
and, on the thirteenth, though weak, he was apparently out of 
danger. The ilorm that was gathering, fubfided at once. A 
ferene calm fucceeded; and people wondered why their minds 
had been agitated add difeompofed, by the hopes and fears of 
revolution and change.

Herrcov'"8 The fieknefs o f Aurungzebe was productive of a difeovery of 
importance, to a monarch of his jealous and provident difpofition.
H e found that Shaw Allum, whom he had defigned for his fire- 
ceiTor m  the throne, had {hewn more eagerneis in forwarding the 
fchemes of his own ambition, than anxiety for the recovery of 
his father. H e alfo found, from the reception given to the felici­
tations of the prince by the nobility, that his influence was too 
mconfiderable to fecure to him the undifturbed pofleffion o f the

empire.
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empire. His pride was hurt by the firft; his prudence penetrated *»*>• ^  
into the caufe of the fecond. He had long thought the felf-denial «— * 
of his fon to be a cloke for fome deep-laid defign ; and an acci­
dent had convinced him of the truth of what he had fufpeded 
before. The mother of Shaw Allum was only-the daughter of a 
petty Raja. Aurungzebe had, on account of her beauty, taken 
her to w ife; but the meannefs of her birth had left a kind of 
difgrace on her fon in the eyes of the nobles, who revcied the 
high blood of the houfe of Timur. The emperor, therefore, in - 
his youngeft fon, found a remedy againft the objedions of the 
nobility to Shaw Allum. That prince was born to Aurungzebe 
by the daughter of Shaw Nawaz, of the Imperial houfe or Sefi.
The Perfian nobility, who were numerous in the fervice of the 
empire, difcovered a great attachment to Akbar; and even the 
Moguls preferred him on account of the purity of his blood, to ■ 
his brother. The affedions of the emperor were alfo in his 
favour; and he now feriouOy endeavoured to pave his way to the 
fuccelfion.

When the family of Dara had, with the unfortunate prince, fallen HU demand, 
into the hands of Aurungzebe, that monarch had, at the requeft 
of his father and the princefs Jehanara, delivered over the only 
daughter of Dara into their hands. She remained in the prifon at 
Agra with her grandfather. Aurungzebe, upon his recovery, wrote 
a letter, full of profeffions of regard, to his father ; and he con­
cluded it with a formal demand of the daughter of Dara, lor his 
fon Akbar ; hoping, by that connedion, to fecure the influence of 
the young prince among the nobles. I he fierce fpir it of Shaw 
jehan took fire; Jehanara’s indignation arofe. They rejeded 
the proportion with difdain ; and the old emperor returned for 
anfwer, That the infolence of Aurungzebe was equal to his
crimes. The young princefs was, in the mean time, alarmed.

She

. 5
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a d . 1664. Slie feared force, where intreaty had not prevailed. She con-
ejf-vllli* cealed a dagger in her bofom ; and declared, that five would fuffer 

death a hundred times over, before file would give her hand to 
/ the fon of her father's murderer. Shaw Jehan did not fail to 

acquaint Aurungzebe of her refolution, in her own words; and 
that prince, with his ufual prudence, defiitcd from his defign.
He even took no notice o f the harfhnefs of his fatherVletter.
He wrote to him, foon after, for fome of the Imperial jewels, to 
adorn his throne. “  Let him govern with more juflice,” faid 
Shaw Jehan j “ for equity and clemency are the only jewels that 
can adorn a throne. I am weary of his avarice. Let me hear no 
more of precious flones. ’The hammers are ready which will 
crufh them to duft, when he importunes me for them again.”

.. . Aurungzebe received the reproaches of his father with his©1vlui \m- 0 1
prifcneti wonted coolnefs. l ie  even wrote back to Agra, that “  to offend
•father. , . .

the emperor was Far from being the intention of Ins dutiful fer-
vant. Let Shaw jehan keep his jewels,” faid he, “ nay more, t
let him command all thofe of Aurungzebe. H is ainufements
cdnftitute a part of the Igippinefs of his fon.”  The old emperor
was firuck with this conduct. He knew it to be feigned; but the
power of his fon to inforce his requefts gave value to his moderation.
He accordingly fent to him a prefent of jewels, with a part of the 
enfigns of Imperial dignity, to the value of two hundred and 
fifty thoufand pounds. He accompanied them with a fhort let­
ter: “  Take thefc, which I am deftined to wear no more. Your 
fortune has prevailed.—But your moderation has more power 
than your fortune over Shaw Jehan. Wear them with dignity ; 
and make fome amends to your family for their misfortunes, by 
your own renown.” Aurungzebe burft into tears upon the occa- 
fion ; and he was thought fincere. The fpoils o f Stija were, on 
the fame day, prefented at the foot of his thcocic. His fears be­

ing
\
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jug now removed, there was room left lor humanity. He â d. jm<. 
ordered them from his fight, and then retired, in a melancholy u-hy— / 
mood, from the hall of audience.

Durine thefe tranfa&ions at court, Shaw Allurn was comraif- Shaw M W
O , , tent to the

fioned by his father to take the command of the Imperial army in Decan;

the Decan; Shaifta being rendered unfit for that charge by the 
wounds which be had received from the afiaffins, armed againft 
him by the Maraja. The forwardnels of the prince in making 
a party during his father’s illnefs, adhered to the mind of 
Aurungzebe; but he concealed his fentiments on that fubjeft.
There, however, fubfifted a coolnefs, which the accurate obfervers. 
of human nature could plainly perceive, in the eondud of the 
emperor; and his- abridging the power and revenue of his fon, 
when he appointed him to the government of the Decan, {hewed 
that he diftrufted his loyalty. Men, who are willing to fuppofe 
that Aurungzebe facrificed every other paffion to ambition, affirm, 
that he became even carelefs about the life of his fon; and they 
relate a ftory to fupport the jnftice of the oblervation. A lion 
ifilling from a forell not far diftant from Delhi, did a great deal 
of mifehief in the open country. The emperor, in an afiembly of 
the nobles, coolly ordered his fon to bring him the {kin of 
the lion; without permitting him to make the necefiary pre­
parations for this dangerous fpecies of hunting. Shaw Allum,, 
whofe courage was equal to his refervednefs and moderation,, 
cheerfully obeyed ; and when the mailer of the huntfinen pro- 
pofed to provide him with nets, he faid : “ No; Aurungzebe, 
when at my age, feared not to attack any heart of prey, without 
formal preparations.” He fucceeded in his attempt; and brought 
the Iron’s 1km to his father.

»
The:
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A. D. 1664. The arrival of the prince in the Decan fuperfeded the Maraia,
H ig. 1074. 1 1

who, during the illnefs of Shaifta, commanded the army, l ie
and Mohabet
to Guzerat.  requeued to be permitted to return to his government of Gu- 

zerat; but it had been conferred upon Moh&bet. This lord, 
during the troubles which convulfed the empire, remained quiet 

/ in his government of the city and province of Cabal. He re­
tained his loyalty to Shaw Jehan ; and executed the duties of his ,
office in the name of that prince. After the death of Data, and 
the flight of Suja beyond the limits of the empire, he faw an end 
to all the hopes of the reftoration of his ancient lord. He, there­
fore, began to liften to the propofals of Aurungzebe. That prince 
informed him, that inftead of being offended at his attachment to 
his ancient lord, he wasmuch plea fed with his loyalty. That fnch 
honour, condud, and bravery, as thofe of Mohabet, far from 
railing the jealoufy of the reigning prince, were deemed by him 
as valuable acqurfitions to his empire ; and that to drew the hnee­
rily of his profeffions, he had fent him a comtniffion tc govern, m 
quality of viceroy, the opulent kingdom of Guzerat.

A U R U  N  G -
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C II A P. V.

Recovery o f the emperor—Progrefs to Cafhmirc—D ifurbances in 
Qwzerat—Conquefl o f Affdm— D eath and char a fte r of M eer 
Ju m la—Infurredlion o f F aiders—quelled—An u m v irfa l peace—
D eath  o f the prince Mahommed—W ar •with Sew d ji—D eath o f 
the emperor S h aw  Jehdn—Anecdotes o f his p riv a te  life—G rief 
of Aimingzebe—Strange conduit and f lig h t of Sezvdji—The Met- 
ra ja  difcontented—W ar again fl A rracdn—Chittagong reduced.

T H O U G H  Aurungzebe was judged out of danger on the a.D. 1664.
thirteenth day of his illneis, his diforder hung upon him ,Hlg' IQ74*. 

for more than two months. His application to bu finds was an 
enemy to the fpeedy reftoration of his health; but the annual rains, 
which commenced in July, having rendered the air more cool, his 

■ - fever entirely left him, and he foon regained his former ftrength.
’ His phyficians advifed him to avoid, by an expedition to Cafh- 
mire, the heat of the enfuing feafon; and his favourite filler Ro- 
chinara, whofe counfcl he generally followed, being very defirous 
ofvifiting that delightful country, perfuaded him to prepare for his 
progrefs. The affairs of the empire had become fettled with his re­
turning health. The hopes of novelty had fubiided in the minds 
of the people; and the precifion with which government was car­
ried on, left room for neither their hopes nor their fears. The fu- 

V oh. HI. L  z perficial
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Hi?f 1*074* perficial judges o f things however blamed the emperor for quit- 
—v-— • ting the center o f his dominions; whilft his father remained a pri- 

foner in his own capital. Aurungzebe judged of the future by 
the part; the nobles were tired of revolution and war, and the vul­
gar are feldom mutinous or troublefome, where no glaring op- 
preffion exifls.

Ilis progrefs About the middle of December 1644, the emperor, after a te­
dious preparation for his progrefs, left D elhi; and moved toward 
Lahore, at which city he arrived by flow marches at the end of 
feven weeks. The army which accompanied him in this tour, 
confided of near fifty thoufand men, exclufive of the retinues of 
his nobles, and the neceflary followers of the camp. The heavy 
baggage and artillery kept the common highway, but the em­
peror himfelf deviated often into the country, to enjoy the diver- 
fion of hunting. The princefs Rochinara, fond of pomp and mag­
nificence, was indulged in her favourite paflion by the fplendor o f  
her cavalcade. The emperor, who in a great meafure owed his 
fuccefs to the intelligence which ffie had from time to time trans­
mitted to him from the haram, fhewed himfelf grateful. H er 
jealoufy of the influence of Jehanara over her father firft attached 
her to the interefts of Aurungzebe; and the partiality fliewn by 
her filler to Dara, naturally threw Rochinara into the fcale of his 
foe. Her abilities rendered her fit for politics and intrigue ; and 
the warmth of her conftitution, which Ihe could not confecrate to 
plealure, adapted her for bulinefs and adtion.

to Cafhmife. The progrefs of the prince did not obftru£t the neceflary bufinefs 
of the Hate. Attended by all his officers, the decifions of each de­
partment were carried from the camp to every corner of the em­
pire. Exprefles flood ready on horfeback at every ftage; and the 
Imperial mandates were difpatched to the various provinces as foon

as

I . *
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;iS they w-qre fcaled in the tent of audience. The nobles, as was A- P- ,<56s*
J  . Hig. 107$, , .

cuftorpary in the capital, attended daily the prefence; and appeals *——-*---- ‘
were difeufled every morning as regularly as when the emperor re­
mained at Delhi. The petitioners followed the court; and a final! 
allowance from the public treahlry was affigned to them, as a cotn- 
peniktion for their additional expence in attending the Imperial 
camp. In this manner Aurungzebe arrived at Cafhmire. The 
beauty, the cool and falubrious air of that country, induced him to 
relax his mind for a Ihort time from bufinefs. He wandered over 
that charming valley, after a variety of pleafures; and he foon re­
covered that vigour of conflitution which his attention to public 
bufinefs, as well as his late ficknefs, had greatly impaired.

The univerfal peace which had encouraged the emperor to un- DHturbance* 
dertake his progrefs to Cafhmire, was not of long continuance.
Difturbances broke out in the kingdom of Guzerat. The Rajas of 
the mountains, thinking the tribute which they paid to the em­
pire too high, rebelled. Rai Singh was chofen chief of the confe­
deracy. They joined their forces, and, bluing from their narrow 
valleys, prefented a ccnfiderable army in the open country. Cut- 
tub, a general of experience, was ordered againft them with the 
troops Rationed in the adjacent provinces. He arrived before the 
rebels, and encamped in their prefence. Both armies entrenched 
themfelves, and watched the motions of each other. The com­
manders were determined not to fight at a difailvantage; and they 
continued to harafs one another with flying parties, whilft the 
main bodies remained in their refpedive camps. Slight fkirmifhes 
happened every day, in which neither fide arrogated to them- ' 
felves any great advantage.

The mountaineers, being chiefly of the Rajaput tribe, at length sin Gazem 
rcfolved to continue no longer inadive, The nights, being lighted

Z z 9 with
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A, d. 1665. with the increafing moon, were unfuitable for a furprize; butiiig. 107̂ . _ 0 _ 1
v-~-> an accident happened which favoured their defigns. Under the 

cover of a flying fhower, they fell upon the Moguls. Advancing 
, in a cloud, they came unperceived to the intrenchments; and ma­

ny had clambered over the walls before the fentries gave the 
alarm. A {udden tumult and confufion flew over the camp; and 
.a dreadful daughter commenced. The Moguls had no time either 
to arm or to form. The horfes broke loofe from their piquets, 
and ruflied, in diforder, over men, and tents, and baggage, and 
arms. Some who had mounted were thrown headlong with their 
horfes over the tent-ropes, and other embarraffments of the camp.

quelled. A few in the mean time oppofed the enemy in a tumultuous
manner. The Rajaputs themfelves were in diforder. The confu­
fion and terror of the feene intimidated all. They withdrew on 
both Tides; as they could not diflinguifh friends from foes. The 
night was full of horror. Every heart beat with fear; every tongue 
joined in the uproar; every eye looked impatiently for day. The 
light of morning at length appeared; and a fudden fhout from 
both armies gave teftimony of their joy. Preferring certain danger 
to evils which they could not diflinguifh clearly, each fide, on 
the approach of battle, difeovered that elevation of fplrit which 
others derive from victory. The rebels renewed the attack, hut the 
Imperial general, who had improved the fufpenfion of battle, was 
now prepared to receive them. Rai Singh, with a body of his of­
ficers, charged in the front of the Rajaputs, and fuflained the 
whole fhock of the Moguls. Three hundred perfons of rank, 
with Rai Singh, the general o f the confederates, lay dead on the 
field; fifteen hundred of their followers were flain, the remaining 
part o f the rebels having fled, and left their camp Handing to the 
viftors. Thelmperial general purfued the fugitives into their moun­
tains ; and, in the (pace of fix months, he reduced their whole coun­

try,
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try, and, depriving the princes of their hereditary jurildi&ions, he 
fubje&ed the people to the authority of temporary governors, who -v-— >
derived their power from Aunmgzebe.

During, thefe tranfafHons in the north and wed, Jtirnla ebrtti- fnvafionof 
nued in the government of Bengal. After the total defeat and 
flight of Suja, he returned to the capital of his province to regu­
late public affairs, thrown into confufion by a length of hoflilities.
Aurungzebe, jealous of the great power and reputation of Jumla, 
had fignified to that lord, that his prefence in the capital would he 
loon neceffary for difeharging the duties of his high office of vi- 
her. He at the fame time informed him, that he longed 
much to have an opportunity of exprefling in perfon the high 
fenfe which he entertained of his eminent fervices. Jumla, who 
preferred the pomp and activity of the field to the fedentary htifi- 

t nefs of the dofet, fignified to the emperor his defire of continuing 
in his province; pointing out a fervice, from which the empire 
might derive great advantage, and he himfelf confiderable honour.

AurungzAbe, who was unwilling to difeover his jealoufy to a the kingdom 
* man whom he efteemed as well as feared, acquiefeed in the pro­

pofols of Jumla. He, however, refclved to point out to that lord an 
enemy, which might divert him from any defigns he might have 
to forti fy himfelf in, the rich and ftrong kingdom of Bengal again# 
the empire. An army inured to war were devoted to Jum la; and 
his ambition was not greater than .his ability to gratify it in the 
higheft line. To the north of Bengal lies the rich province of Af- 
ftm, which difcharges the great river Baramputre into the branch 
of the Ganges which paffes by Dacca. The king of A flam, fall­
ing down this river in his fleet of boats, had, during the civil wars, 
not only ravaged the lower Bengal, but appropriated- to himfelf 
what part of that country lies between the Ganges at Dacca and ' 
the mountains which environ Afiam. His power and wealth made

him

■' ..... .. ^



' eoiw\ ' V: -; ■’•V - •

( f  f %  ' ' ■■ ' (C T

353 T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  H I N D O S T A N .

10^'. bim an object o f glory as well as of plunder; and Jumla received 
' ~v' ’ an Imperial mandate to march againft him with his army.

o f Adam. Jumla, having filed off his troops by fquadrons toward Dacca, 
joined them at that city; and, embarking them on the Baramputre, 
moved up into the country which the king of Adam had long fub- 
jedted to depredation. No enemy appeared in the field. They 
had withdrawn to the fortrefs of Azo, which the king had built on 
the fide of the mountains which looks toward Bengal. Jumla in­
verted the place, and forced the garrifon to furrender at difcretion ; 
then, entering the mountains of Adam, defeated the king in a 
pitched battle, and befieged him in his capital of Kirganu. The 
vanquifhed prince was foon obliged to leave the city, with all its 
wealth, to the mercy of the enemy, and to take refuge, with a few 
adherents, in the mountains of Lafla. In many naval conflicts on 
the river and great lakes, through which it flowed, Jumla came off 
victorious; and the fmall forts ou the banks fell fucceffively into 
his hands.

Retreat, Thus far fuccefs attended the arm? of Jumla. But the rainy
feafon came on with unufual violence, and covered the valley which 
forms the province of Affam, with water. There was no room 
left for retreating; none for advancing beyond Kirganu. The 
mountains around were involved in tempeft, and, befides, were full 
of foes. The king, upon the approach of the Imperialifts, remov­
ed the grain to the hills; and the cattle were driven away. Dif- 
trefs, in every form, attacked the army of Jumla. They had 
wealth, but they were deftitute o f provifions, and of every thing 
neceflary for fupporting them in the country till the return of the 
fair feafon. To remain was impoffible: to retreat almoft imprac­
ticable. The king had deftroyed the roads in the paffes of the 
mountains; and he haraffed the march of the Imperialifts with in- 
ceflant fkirmifties. Jumla, in the mean time, conducted his mea- 
fures with his wonted abilities and prudence; and carried back

his
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h i5 army, covered with glory, and loaded with wealth, into the 
territory near the entrance of tjhe mountains from Bengal. '—-v— ■*

Exprefles carried the news of the fuccefs of Jumla to the empe- death, 
ror. He acquainted Aurungzebe that he had opened a pail age, 
which, in another feafon, might lead his arms to the borders of 
China. Elated with this profpedt of extending his conquefts, he 
began to levy forces, and difpatched orders to Jumla to be in rea- 
dinefs for the field by the return of the feafon. But the death of 
that general put an end to this wild defign. Upon his arrival at 
Azo, a dreadful ficktiefs prevailed in the army, and he himfelf fell 
a vi£tiin to the epidemic malady which carried off his troops.
Though the death of Jumla relieved the emperor of fame of hist 
political fears, he was affedted by an event which he neither expe<ff- 
ed nor wifhed. He owed much to the friendfhip of that great 
man j he admired his abilities and renown in arms,,

Though Jumla arofe to the fummit of greatnefs from a low de- and char-after 
gree, mankind aferibed his elevation lefs to his fortune than to his ci h  '1 
great parts. Prudent, penetrating, and brave, he excelled all the 
commanders o f his age and country in conduct, in fagacity, and in 
fpirit. During a war of ten years, when he commanded the army 
of the king of Tiliingana, he reduced the Carnatic and the neigh* 
bouring countries, with all their forts ; fome of which are ftill im­
pregnable againff all the difeipline of Europeans. He was calcu­
lated for the intrigues of the cabinet, as well as for the ftratagems 
of the field. He was wife in planning; bold in execution; 
mafter of his mind in action, though elevated with all the fire o f 
valour, in  his private nfc he was amiable and humane; in his 
public tran.acfions dignified and juft. He difdained tp ufe unge­
nerous means again!! his enemies; and he even expreffed his joy 
upon the efcape of Suja from his arms. Pie was, upon the whole,

5  equal
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ic.66’* eSua  ̂ *111 abilities to Aurungzebe, with no part of the-duplicity 
c_— „— which ftampt fome of the a&ions of that prince with meannefs.

Jumla, to his death, retained the name of Vifier, though the duties 
of the office were difcharged by Raja Ragnatta, who did uot long 
furvive him.

Infurreaion The fecurity which Aurungzebe acquired by the defeat of fo 
many formidable rivals, was difturbed from a quarter which add­
ed ridicule to danger. In the territory of the prince of Marwar, 
near the city-of Nagur, there lived an old woman, who was arriv­
ed at the eightieth year of her age. She poflefled a confiderable 
hereditary eftate, and had accumulated, by penury, a great fum of 
money. Being feized with a fit of enthufiafin, fhe became all o f a 
fudden prodigal of her wealth. Fakiers and fturdy beggars, under 
a pretence of religion, to the number of five -thoufand, gathered ' 
round her caftle, and received her bounty. Thefe vagabonds, not 
fatisfied with what the old woman beftowed in charity, armed them- 
felvcs, and, making predatory excurfions into the country, returned 
with fpoil to the houleof their patron efs, where they mixed intem­
perance and riot with devotion. The people, opprefled by thefe • 
fandtified robbers, rofe upon them, but they were defeated with 
great daughter.

of Repeated difafters of the fame kind were at laft attributed to the
power of enchantment. This ridiculous opinion gaining ground, 
fear became predominant in the opponents of the Fakiers. The 
banditti, acquiring confidence from theirfuccefs, burntand deftroy- 
ed the country for many leagues.; and furrounded the caftle of the 
pretended enchantrefs with a defart. The Raja marched againfl: 
them with his native troops, but was defeated ; the co’ledors of 
the Imperial revenue attacked them, but they were forced to give 
way. A report prevailed, and was eagerly believed by the multi­
tude, that on a certain day of the moon, the old lady ufed to cook

in
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in the Ikull of an enemy, a mefs compofed of owls, bats, fnakes, A. p  t66~.
. . « ig- '075.

lizards, human flefli, and other horrid ingredients, which Hie dif- 1----v------'
tributed to her followers. This abominable meal, it was believed x 
by the rabble, had the furprifing effcCt of not only rendering them 
void of all fear themfelves, and of infpiring their enemies with ter­
ror, but even of making them invifible in the hour of battle, when 
they dealt their deadly blows around.

Their numbers being now encreafed to twenty thoufand, this Fliers 
motley army, with an old woman ■ ‘heir head, directed their 
march toward the capital. Biftamia, for that was her name, was a 
commander full of cruelty. She covered her rout with murder and 
devaluation, and hid her rear in the ftnoke o f burning villages and 
towns. Having advanced to Narnoul, about live days journey 
from Agra, the collector of the revenue in that place oppofed her 
with a force, and was totally defeated. The affair was now be-, 
come ferious, and commanded the attention o f the emperor. He 
found that the minds of the foldiers were tainted with the preju­
dices of the people, and he thought it neceffary to combat Biftamia 
with weapons like her own. Sujait was ordered againft the re­
bels. The emperor, in the prefence of the army, delivered to that 
general, billets written with his own hand, which were faid to con­
tain magical incantations. His reputation for fanCtity was at lead: 
equal to that of Biftamia; and he ordered a billet to be carried on 
the point of a fpear before each fquadron, which the foldiers were 
made to believe would counteract the enchantments o f the enemy.
The credulity which induced them to dread the witchcraft of the 
old woman, gave them confidence in the pretended charm of Au- 
rungzebe.

The Fakiers, after their victory at Narnoul, thought of nothing quelled, 
but the empire for their aged leader. Having rioted upon the 

V o l . III. 3 A fpoils
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A D. {polls of the country for feveral days, they folemnly railed Bifta-
mil to the throne i  w rich gave them an excui'e for, feftivity. In 
the mid ft of their intemperate joy, Sujaif made his appearance.
They fought with the fury of fanatics; hut when the idea of fo- 
peraatural aid was difpelled from foe ininds of the Icnperialifts, 
the Fakiers were not a match for their fworcls. It was not a 
battle, but a confufed earn ge..: a few owed their lives to the 
mercy of Sujait, the reft met the death which they defervetl Au- 
tungtehy when he received Sujait, after his vidory, could not 
help fouling at the ridicule thrown upon his arms, by the appo­
rtion of an old woman at the head of a naked army of mendi­
cants, “  I find,” faid he, “  that too much religion among the 
vulgar, is as dangerous as too little in a monarch.’’ The emperor, 
upon this occafton, aded the part of a great prince, who turns 
the paffions and fupcrftidons of mankind, to the accompiUliuient 
of his own defigns. It, was more cafy to counterad the power, 
than to explode the dodrine of witchcraft.

An univerfai The feafon of peace and public happinefs affords few materials 
IS**** for hiftory. Had not the rage of conqueft inflamed mankind,

* ancient times would have palled away in lilence, and unknown.
JEras are marked by battles, by the rife of ftates, the fall o f em­
pires, and the evils of human life. Years of tranquillity being 
diftinguifhed by no ftriking objed, are foon loft to the fight. The 
mind delights only in the relation of tranfadious which contribute 
to information, or awaken its tender paffions. We wifh to live 
in a peaceable age j but we read with moil plcafure the hiftory of 
times abounding with revolutions and important events. A ge­
neral tranquillity now prevailed over the empire of Hindoftan, Au~ 
riv’gzebe, pleafed with the falubrious air of Cafhmire, continued 
long in that romantic country. Nothing marks the annals of that
period, but a few changes in. the departments of the court, and

' *
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i'a tlic governments of provinces; which, though of fome im- Aj|®; \lp.\ 
portance to the natives of India, would furnifh no amuftmcnt « *

in Europe.

In the feventh year of the emperor’s reign, his fun the prince Death of th« 

Mahommed died in prilon in the caftle of Cualuu. Impatient homroed. 

under his confinement, his health had been long upon the de­
cline; and grief put at laft an end to misfortune which the 
paflions of youth had begun. His favourite wife, the daughter 
of Suja, was the companion of his melancholy; and fhe pined 
away with forrow, as being the caufe of the unhappy fate of her 
lord. Mahommed had long fupported his fpirits with the hopes 
that his father would relent ; but the ficknefs of the emperor, dur­
ing which he had named another prince to the throne, confirmed 
him that his crime was not to be forgiven. Mahommed, though 
violent in the nobler paflions of the human mind, was in his pri­
vate char after generous, friendly and humane. He loved battle 
for its dangers ; he defpifed glory which was not purchafed with 
peril. He was even difappointed when an enemy fled; and was 
heard to fay, That to purfue fugitives was only the bufinefs of a 
coward.' But he was unfit for fhe cabinet; and rather a good 
partizan, than a great general in the field. He had boldnefs to 
execute any undertaking, but he wanted prudence to plan. Had 
his warm difpofition been tempered by length of years, he might 
have made a fplendid figure. But he was overfet by the paflions 
of youth, before experience had poifed his mind.

The war with Sewaji the prince of Cokin, on the coaft of Mala- War with 

bar, which had been for fome time difeontinued, broke out this Seŵ ‘* 
yfar with redoubled violence. The attempt of the Maraja upon the 
life of Shaifta, though no proof could be carried hometo that prince, 
had induced Aurungzebe to recal him with all his native forces.

2 A  3 H e



a . d. 1666, He would no loader truft his affairs in the hands of a man, whofe
Htg. 1076. 0
v— v——1 violent paflions could not fpare the life of a perfon with whom he 

lived in the habits of friendflfip. A truce, rather than a folid peace, 
had been patched up with the enemy; but their love of depredation 
overcame their public faith. The prince of Cokin made incur- 
fions into the Decan and complaints of his Uoftilities were car­
ried to Aurungzebe. Under the joint command of the Raja, Joy 
Singh and Dilcre, a confiderable force was fent,. againft the ene­
my. He fled before them, and they entered his country at his 
heels. The ftrong holds of his dominions foon fell into the hands 
of the Impcrialifts. Sewaji and his Ion furrendered tbemfelves to 
Joy Singh, and he fent them under an cfcort to D elhi; to which 
city the emperor was now returned, after his. long abfence in the 
north. |   ̂ ....... ..y,y : .. f

Death of The emperor Shaw Jehan, after an imprifonment of feven years
8**w •*e,un’ ten months and ten days, died at Agra on the fecond of Febru­

ary 1666. The fame diforder which had loft to him the em­
pire, was the caufe of his death. He languiilud under it for 
fifteen days; and expired in the arms of his daughter Jehanara, 
his faithful friend and companion in his confinement Though 
Aurungzebe had kept him with all imaginable caution in the ci­
tadel of Agra, he was always treated with difti action, tendernefs 
and rcfpect. The enfigns of his former dignity remained to him ; 
he had ft ill his palace, and his garden of pleafure. No diminu­
tion had been made in the number of his domeftics. He re­
tained all his women, fingers, dancers and fervants of every 
kind. The animals, in which he formerly delighted, were brought 
regularly into his pretence.. lie  was gratified with the fight of 
fine horfes, wild beafts, and birds, of prey. But he long con­
tinued melancholy; nothing could make a recompence far his 
loft of power. He foe feveral years could not bear to hear the

. name
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name of Aurungzebe, without breaking fortli into rage; and, ^D . ^ ^ 5. 
even till his death, none durfi; mention his fon as emperor of —v— -»
Hindoftan.

They had endeavoured to conceal from him the death of Dara, Anecdotes, 

but he knew it from the tears of Jehanara. T he particulars of 
the melancholy fate of his favourite fon, made fuch animprefhon 
on his mind, that, abfent in the violence of his paffion he took 
his-fword, and rufhcd to the gate of the palace. But it was {hut; 
and reminded, him of his loll: condition. Though the rebellion 
of Suja had enraged him againft.that prince, he loll his wrath in 
the fuperior crimes of Aurungzebe. He heard with eagerncfs every 
turn of fortune in Bengal; and when the flight of Suja from 
that.kingdom reached his ears, he abllained from eating for two 
days. He, however, comforted himfelf with the hopes of his 
return; and,, eager for the revenge of his wrongs upon Aurung­
zebe, he attended with joy and fatisfa&ion to the vague reports 
which were propagated concerning the appearance of his fon, in 
various provinces of the empire. Accounts of the death of Suja 
came the year before his father’s death. He burll into a flood of 
tears.: “  Alas !” laid h e ,. “ could not the Raja of Arracan leave 
one fon to Suja to revenge his grandfather ?”

Aurungzebe, whether from pity or defign is uncertain, took of hi* 
various means to footh the melancholy of his father, and to re­
concile him to his own ufurpation. To exprefs his tendernefs 
for him* was infult; he therefore flattered his pride. He af­
fected to confult him in all important affairs. He wrote him let­
ters requeuing his advice ; declaring that he reckoned himfelf 
only his vicegerent in the empire. Thefe artful exprfcllions and 
the abfence of every appearance of reftraint on his conduft, made 
at lall an impreflion upon his mind. But Aurungzebe, building

toa>
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A. T>. 1666. too much upon the fuccefs of hrs art, had almoft, by Ms demand
Hig. ic7'5- , • ... ..
*--------—> o f the daughter of Bara for Ms fon,- mined an the progrefs

which lie bad made. His apology for what his father called ah 
infult, obliterated his indifcretion ; and his abftaining from force 
upon the occafiou, vvps eHeemed by Shaw Jehan a favour, which 
his pride forbade him to own.

. . , * « ,  life. Sha« J * i n ,  brought op in the principles o f h i, fe tte r and 
grandfather,, was deftitute of an religion in his youth. He had 
often been prefent when Jehangire, who delighted id difputes 
on abftruie fubjecls, called before him Indian Brahmins, Chriftian 
pr lefts, and Mahommedan Mullas, to argue for their refpedlive faiths, 
jehangire who, with his want of credulity on the fubjedt of 
religion, was weak in his iraderftanding, was always fwayed by 
•the laft who fpoke. The Mahommedan, who claimed the pre­
eminence of being firft heard, came always off with the world ; 
and the emperor, obferving no order of time with regard to the 
Chriftian and Indian, was alternately fwayed by both. The Mul- 
la faw the difadvantage of his dignity • and, being-designedly 
late in his appearance, one day he was heard after the prieft. Je­
hangirc was perplexed for whom he ftiould give his opinion.
H e afked the advice o f Shaw Jehan, and that prince archly re­
plied, “ That he too was at a lofs for whom to decide. But as 
each have eftabliihed the credit o f  their fy Items,” faid he, «* with 
a relation of miracles, let them both be put to that teft. Let 
each take the book of his faith under his a r m ; let a fire be 
kindled round him ; and the religion of him who {hall remain 
unhurt, {hall be mine.” The Mulfa looked pale at the decifion, 
and declared againft this mode of proving his faith : the prieft 
knew the humane temper of the emperor, and offered hirnfelf for 
the pile. They were both dilmiffed. But the misfortunes o f Shaw 
Jehan rendered him devout in his latter days, The Coran was 

7 perpetually
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perpetually read in his prefence ; and Mullas, who relieved one A. D. 1667.
1 1  1 , Hl S- , 077*another by turns, were always rn waiting. »— — »

■- { ■ .
\

The emperor, when firft he heard of his father’s illnefs, ordered Grief of Au- 

his foil Shaw Allum to fet out with all expedition to Agra. ‘‘ You !U"-j'" 
have done no injury,’* faid he, “  to my father; and lie may blefs 
you with his dying breath. But as for me, I will not wound 
him with my prefence; left rage might haften death before his 
time.” The prince rode poll to Agra; but Shaw Jchan had ex­
pired two days before his arrival. His body was depofited in the 
tomb of his favourite wife, Mumtaza Zemani, with funeral fo- 
lemnities rather decent than magnificent. When the news of the 
death of his father was carried to Aurungzebe, he exhibited all the 
fymptoms of unaffected grief. He inftantly fet off for Agra; and, 
when he arrived in that city, lie fent a meffage to the princefs Je- 
hanara to requeft the favour of being admitted into her prefence.
The requefts of an emperor are commands. She had already pro­
vided for an interview; and Ihe received him with the ut- 
moft magnificence, prefenfing him with a large golden bafon, in 
which were contained all the jewels of Shaw Jehan. This mag­
nificent offering, together with the polite dexterity of the princefs 
in excufing her own former conduct, wrought fo much on Au- 
rungzCbe, that he received her into his confidence; which Ihe' 
ever after fhared in common with her filler Rochindra.

The moft remarkable tranfaclion of the enfuing year, wras the Strange 

efcape of the Raja Sewaji from Delhi; and his flight through 
by-roads and defarts to his own country. The turbulent difpofi- 
tion of that prince, and his depredatory incurfions i ato the Impe­
rial dominions in the Decan, brought upon him the arms of Au— 
rungzebe, under the condu& of Joy Singh and Dilcre. Unfor­
tunate in feveral battles, he fliut liimfelf up in his principal for-

trefs r'  \ /
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is, D. 667. trefs j. and. being reduced to extremities, he threwhim felf upon 
Uig. 1077. ,
C v w  the mercy of the e n e m y a n d  was earned, as has been • already

related, to Delhi. Upon his arrival, he was ordered into the pre- 
fence, and commanded by the ufhei to make thti ufual. oheifance 
to the emperor. He refufed to obey ; and looking fcornfully up­
on Aurungzebe, exhibited every mark of complete contempt of 
his perfon. The emperor was much offended at. the haughty de­
meanor of the captive j and he ordered him to be inftantly tarried 
away from his light.

and flight The principal ladles of the haram, and, among them, the daugh­
ter of Aurungz'ebe, faw from behind a curtain, the behaviour o f 
Sewaji. She was llruck with the handfomenefs of his perfon, 
and the admired his pride and haughty deportment. The intre­
pidity of tin! man became the fuhj’.ct of much converfation. Some 
of the nobles interceded in his behalf; and the princefs was warm, 
in her felicitations, at the feet of her father. “ Though 1 de- 
fpife pomp,” faid Aurungzebe, “  1 will have thofe honours which 
the refradoiy prefume to refufe. Power depends upon ceremony 
and Hate, as much as upon abilities and flrength of mind. But 
to pleafe a daughter whom I love, I will indulge Sewaji with 
an abatement o f fume of that oheifance, which conquered princes 
owe to the emperor of the Moguls,'’ A meffage was fent by the 
princefs, in the warmth of her zeal} and the Raja, without her 
ing ■cqnfulted upon the mcafure, was again introduced into the 
hall of audience.

of 5e«;\ji, When he entered, the ulher approached, and commanded him 
to pay the ufual oheifance at the foot of the throne- “ I was 
born a prince,”  faid he, “  and I know not how to act the part 
of a Have.” “ But the vanquifhed,” replied Aurungztbe, “  lofe 
ail their rights with their fortune. The fword has made Sewaji

my
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my fervant: and I am refolved to relmquilh nothing of what the A. D. 1606. 
fwcrd has glven.fr The Raja turned his back upon the throne; 
the emperor was enraged. He was about to iflue his commands 
agsinft Sewaji, when that prince fpoke thus, with a haughty tone 
of voice : “ Give me your daughter in marriage, and I will ho­
nour you as Her father : but fortune cannot deprive me of my 
dignity of mind, which nothing fhall extinguifh but death.”
The wrath of the emperor fubfided at a requeft which he rec­
koned ridiculous and abfurd. He ordered him as a madman 
from his prefence ; and gave him in charge to Fowlad, the direc­
tor-general of the Imperial camp. He was clolely confined in 
that officer’s houfe; but he found means to efcape, after fome 
months, in the difguife of a man, who was admitted into his apart­
ments with a baileet of flowers.

The war with Sewaji proved fatal to the Maraja’s influence TheMaraja*>
a. 11 ,r  , ■ r  , , . . difeontented.with Aurungzebc. Naturally paihonate, deceitful and imperi­

ous, he confidered every order from the emperor, an injury.
He had been gratified with the government of Guzerat, for de­
ferring the caufe of the unfortunate Dara. When the three years 
of his fubafhip were expired, he received an Imperial man­
date to repair, with the army ftarioned in his province, to the af­
fiance of Shaifta againft Sewaji. On the way, it is faid, he 
entered into a rorrelpondence with that prince; being enraged 
to find, that the rich kingdom of G izerat had been fubmitted to 
the government of Mohabet. It was from Sewaji, that the Maraja 
received the affaffins, by whofe means he had attempted to aflaffi- 
nare Shaifta. He, however, covered his crime with fo much art, . 
that mankind in general behoved, that it was only a party of the 
enemy, who had the boldnefs to furprife the general in his tent ; 
attributing to the known intrepidity of Sewaji, what actually 

Von. III. 3 B proceeded



A. D. 1666. proceeded from the addrefs of Jeflwint Singh. The emperor,
■ -—j-----> who expected no good from an army commanded by two of­

ficers who difagreed in their opinions, recalled _ them both, as 
has been already related ; and patched up a temporary peace with 
the enemy. Shaifta, disfigured and maimed with his wounds, 
returned to court; but the Maraja retired in difguft to .his here­
ditary dominions.

, Shaifta, at once, as a reward for his fervices, and a compenfation
Shiuita roaxic ^
ôverpor of for j^g misfortunes, was raifed to the government or Bengal, which 

had been manged by deputy ever lince the death of Jumla. The 
affairs of the province ftood in need of his prefence. The death of 
Jumla had encouraged the prince of Arracan to invade theeaftern 
divifion of Bengal. He poflefled himfelf of all the country along the 
coaft, to the Ganges; and maintained at Chittagong fome Portu- 
guefe banditti, as a barrier againft the empire of the Moguls. Thefe 
robbers, under the prote&ion of the invader, fpread their ravages 
far and wide. They feoured the coaft with their piratical veflels; 
and extended their depredations through all the branches o f the 
Ganges. The complaints of the oppreffed province were carried 
to the throne; and Shaifta was riot only commiffioned to extir­
pate the pirates, but even to penetrate with his arms into Ar­
racan. A generous regret for Suja joined 'iflue with an atten­
tion to the public benefit, in the mind of Aurungzebe. The cru­
elty exercifed againft the unfortunate prince was not lefs an ob­
ject of revenge, than the protection afforded to public robbers.

Takes the . Shaifta, upon his arrival in the province, fent a fleet and three 
Sin' thou land land forces, under the command of Haffen Beg, againft

the Raja of Arracan. The fleet failed from Dacca, and falling 
down the great river, furprifed the forts of Jugdea and Allum- 
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gire Nagur, which the R aja had formerly difmembered from Ben- ^ ('o5|*
gal. Shipping his land forces on board his fleet, he let fail for '---- v——'
the ifland of Sindiep, which lies on thecoaftof Chittagong. The 
enemy poffeffed in this ifland jeveral rtrong-holds, into which they 
retired, and defended themfelves with great bravery. The Mogul 
however, in the fpaee of a few weeks, reduced Sindiep, and took 
part of the fleet of Arracan. Iiaffen’s force being too frnall to 
a d  upon the continent with any profped of fuccefs, Shaifta 
had, by this time, affembled ten thoufand horfe and foot at Dac­
ca, with the command of which he inverted his fon Ameid Chan.
He wrote in the mean time a letter to the Portuguefe, who 
were "fettled at Chittagong, making them advantageous offers, 
fhould they join his arms, or even remain in a ftate of neutra­
lity ; and threatening them with deftrudion, fhoulJ they aid the 
enemy.

The letter had the intended effed upon the Portuguefe, who 
began to fear the threatened ftorm. They immediately entered g»efe-. 
into a negotiation with Haffen Beg. The Raja of Arracan was 
apprifed of theif intentions, by one of their own party, who 
betrayed their iecret. He prepared to take ample vengeance by 
putting them all to the fword. H ie Portuguefe, in this critical 
fituation, ran to their boats in the night, and fet fail for the ifland 
of Sindiep, where they were well received by Haffen. He or­
dered them, foon after, to proceed to Bengal. Shairta, upon their 
arrival, adhered to his former promife, and gave them houfes 
and lands. He etigaged many of them in his fervice ; and he 
took advantage of their experience in naval affairs, by joining 
them, with their armed veffels, to the propofed expedition againlt 
Arracan.

3 B 2 Every
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A. D. 1 6 6 6 .  Every tiling being prepared for the invafion, Ameid, with his
Hig. 1070. .
1-----v-----1 fleet, confifting of about five hundred fail, and a confiderable

Invades . t
Chittagong, body of horfe and foot, departed from Dacca in the beginning of 

the fair feafon ; and, in the fpace of fix days, eroded the river 
Phenny, which divides Chittagong from Bengal. The troops of 
Arracan made a (hew of oppofitipn; but they fled to the capital 
of the province, which was about fifty miles diftant. They fhut 
themfelves up in the fort. Ameid purfued them without delay.
The fleet failed along the coaft, in fight of the army, between 
the ifland of Sindiep and the fhore. When it had reached Co- 
morea, the fleet of Arracan, confiding of about three hundred 
Ghorabs and armed boats, made its appearance. A fmart engage­
ment enfued, in which the enemy were repulfed, with a confider­
able lofs of men, and thirty-fix of their veflels. Being rein­
forced the next day, they prepared to renew the fight. Ameid, 
fearing the defeat of his fleet, .ordered it to hawl in clofe to the 
fhore, and, having detached a thouland mufqueteers, with fome 
great guns, from his army, polled them among the bulhes behind 
the fleet.

Capital of The enem7» encouraged by the retreat of the Moguls from
Chittagong the open fea, purfued them with great eagernefs, and beg-an the
taken, and . °
the province attack within mufquet-fhot of the land. The Moguls defended 

themfelves with refolution. The enemy prefled on furioufly, and 
began to board their boats. The whole fleet would have cer- 
tainly been deftroyed, bad not the detachment upon the fhore 
advanced to the water’s edge, keeping up fuch a fire upon 
the enemy, with guns and fmall arms, as obliged them to put 
off to fea. Many were, however, difabled in fuch a manner as 
not to efcape, and they were fo much difeouraged, that they fled 
up the river, and fecured themfelves behind the fort. Ameid, 
without delay, laid fiege to tlie place. The enemy loll their

courage
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courage with their fuccefs. They behaved in a daftardly manner.
The town was .very ftrong, and well iupplied with artillery, «.----
(lores, and provifions. They, however, all evacuated it, except­
ing fifty men, who remained with the governor j and furrender- 
ed at difcretion. The fugitives were purfued ; and two thonfand 
being furrounded on a neighbouring mountain, were taken and 
fold for (laves. Ameid found twelve hundred and twenty-three 
pieces of cannon in' the place, and a prodigious quantity ot 
(lores. He named the town Illamabad ; and annexed the whole 
province to the kingdom of Bengal.
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