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Women's participation in the
freedom struggle began as early as in
1817 .Bhima Bai Holkar fought
bravely against the British colonel
Malcolm and defeated him in guerilla

Afgen w@rfiaar G

Women Freedom Fighters

The history of Indian Freedom
Struggle would be incomplete
without highlighting the
contributions of women. They fought
with true spirit and undaunted
courage and faced various tortures,
exploitations and hardships to earn us
freedom.

warfare. Many women including Rani
Chennamma of Kittur, Begum
Hazrat Mahal of Avadh fought against
British East India company in the 19th
century; many years before the “First
War of Independence 1857

The role played by women in

the War of Independence (the Great
Revolt) of 1857 was greatly
inspiring. Rani of Ramgarh, Rani
Jindan Kaur, Baiza Bai, Chauhan
Rani, Tapasvini Maharani daringly
led their troops into the battlefield.
Rani Lakshmi Bai's heroism was an
outstanding example of real
patriotism.

Women took part in different
satyagraha movement during the
freedom struggle. In the Quit India
Movement of 1942, women took part
in processions holding meetings,
demonstrations and organizing
strikes. Young college girls joined
secret societies. The Chhatri Sangh
started in Kolkata in 1928 was an
important training and recruiting
ground for future revolutionaries. In
Delhi, Roopvati Jain at the age of 17
was in charge of a bomb factory
under Chandrashekhar Azad.

Indian women who joined
the national movement came from a
wide cross-section of the society.
They came from educated and liberal
families, as well from rural areas, all
castes, religions and communities.
Women were active both in the
moderate and extremist factions.
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“The full freedom of India will
be an impossibility unless your
daughters stand side by side with the
sons in the battle for freedom and
such an association on absolutely
equal terms on the part of India's
millions of daughters is not possible ,
unless they have a definite
consciousness of their own power.”

- Mahatma Gandhi

“Woman is the incarnation of
Ahimsa. Ahimsa means infinite love,
which again means infinite capacity
for suffering. Who but woman, the
mother of man, shows this capacity in
the largest measure?

-Young India, Oct. 17,1929

“If non-
violence is
the law of our
being, the
future is with
women.”

Young India,
April 10,
1931

Mahatma Gandhi was
confident that if non-violence is the
law of our being, the future is with
women.” Thousands of women, some
famous and many unnoticed heroines
of India learnt the meaning of
liberation from him and contributed
with all their energy to the struggle for
independence. Gandhi has a special
reason for encouraging women to be
self- reliant; he believed that, “When
women, whom we call abala become
sabala, all those who are helpless will
become powerful.”

- Mahatma Gandhi
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(29 T 1835 - 17 97 1858)

Rani Lakshmibai

(19 November 1835 - 17 June 1858 )
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Rani Lakshmi Bai's
heroism and superb leadership laid
an outstanding example for all
future generations of women
freedom fighters. She was married
to Gangadhar Rao, head of the
state of Jhansi. She was not
allowed to adopt a successor after
his death by the British, and Jhansi
was annexed.

With the outbreak of the
Revolt of 1857, she fought back.
She used to go into the battlefield
dressed as a man. Holding the
reins of her horse in her mouth, she
used the sword with both hands.
Under her leadership, the Rani's
troops showed undaunted courage
and returned shot for shot.
Considered by the British as the
best and bravest military leader of
rebels this sparkling epitome of
courage died a valiant death in the
battlefield.
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The Jhansi Fort
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Begum Hazrat Mahal
(Death - 1879)
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Begum Hazrat Mahal was
the Begum of Oudh. She took
active part in the defence of
Lucknow against the British

. During India's First War of
independence (1857-58), she led
her soldiers against the British, and
was even able to seize the control
of Lucknow. She worked in close
association with other leaders of
the India's First War of
Independence, including Nana
Sahib. When the forces under the
command of the British re-
captured Lucknow and most part
of the Awadh, she was forced to
retreat. She turned down all offers
of amnesty and allowances by the
British rulers. Ultimately, she had
to retreat to Nepal, where she was
offered asylum by the Prime

Minister Rana Jung Bahadur. She
died there in 1879 and was buried
in anameless grave on the grounds
of Kathmandu's JamaMasjid.
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(11 370,1869 - 22 A, 1944 )

Kasturba Gandhi

(April 11, 1869 - 22 February 1944)
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Kasturba Gandhi affectionately
called Ba, was the wife of Mahatma Gandhi.
She was a leader of Women's Satyagraha for
which she was imprisoned. She was arrested
twice for picketing liquor and foreign cloth
shops, and in 1939 for participating in the
Rajkot Satyagraha.

She travelled to South Africa in
1897 to be with her husband. From 1904 to
1914, she was active in the Phoenix
Settlement near Durban. During the 1913
protest against working conditions for
Indians in South Africa, Kasturba was
arrested and sentenced to three months in a
hard labor prison. Later, in India, she
sometimes took her husband's place when he
was under arrest. In 1915, when Gandhi
returned to India and went to champaranto
support indigo planters, Kasturba
accompanied him. She taught hygiene,
discipline, reading and writing to women and
children.

Stress from the Quit India
Movement's arrests and ashram life caused
her to fall ill. After contracting pneumonia,
she died from a severe heart attack on
February 22, 1944. She died in Mahatma
Gandhi's arms while both were still in prison
in Pune’s Agakhan Palace.

Famr A ar-arg.
Ba-Bapu in Sevagram
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Realizing the negative
consequences of the colonial rule
on women’s economic status,
Gandhiji launched the khadi
movement which would offer to
the masses of women an
immediate, open channel for their
participation in the national
struggle. He used women’s role in
khadi movement to convince men
that women’s participation as
equals was essential if Swadeshi
or boycott movement was to
succeed, an argument that he
extended later to the winning of
full freedom for India, and nation-
building.

Gandhiji stressed that the
entire khadi movement depended
on the women. He said the
movement would collapse if the
women were to refuse to extend
their cooperation to it.

By linking khadi to the
women’s movement took women
to the forefront and unleashed
their aspirations to break through
purdah and other barriers of
inequality.
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The
partition of Bengal in
1905 galvanized and
transformed women's
participation in the
national movement.
‘Women joined men to
protest the division by
boycotting foreign
goods and buying only
Swadeshi goods. The
mobilization of women
was done through the publication of
pamphlets, public meetings and new
nationalist associations which emerged
during the swadeshi period. Women
expressed their feelings by taking part in
Tagore's plan of rakhi-bandhan on the
day of Bengal partition on October 16,
1905.

From the diary of Ashalata Sen
onthe Partition of Bengalin 1905

The anti-Bengal partition
movement brought a significant change
in outlook among the young and old
alike. Even elderly ladies, steeped in
orthodoxy until recently, started giving
active support to the 'Boycott British
Goods' movement. My grandmother,
Nabashashi Debi send me around to the
housewives of the neighbourhood for
securing their signatures... pledging
boycott of British goods and use of
Indian goods. That was my initiation into
the 'Swadeshi'movement.
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Sarala Devi Chaudhurani
(9 Soptember 1872 - 18 August 1945)
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Sarala Devi Chaudhurani
was the founder of the first
women's organisation in India,
the Bharat Stree Mahamandal in
Allahabad in 1910. One of the
primary goals of the organisation
was to promote female education,
which at that time was not well
developed. The organisation
opened several offices in Lahore
(then part of undivided India),
Allahabad, Delhi, Karachi,
Amritsar, Hyderabad, Kanpur,
Bankura, Hazaribagh, Midnapur
and Kolkata to improve the
situation of women all over India.
After 1919, women experienced
in organizing and working in
local women's associations, and
convinced that women should
take the
leadership
into their
own hands,
started
provincial
and national
women's
associations.
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In the Salt Satyagraha launched
by Mahatma Gandhi in March 1930,
many women walked to Dandi to break
the salt law. Sarojini Naidu, Madhuben
Patel, Mridula Sarabhai, Khurseedben,
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya and
Avantikabai Gokhale were some of the
prominent women associated with the
Dandi March.

Over 80,000 persons were
arrested during the Salt Satyagraha. Out
of these more than 17,000 were women.

Jawaharlal Nehru in Discovery
of India talking on women's participation
in the Salt Satyagraha writes, "Here were
these women, women of the upper or
middle classes leading sheltered lives in
their homes, peasant women, working-
class women, rich women, poor women
pouring out in their tens of thousands in
defiance of government order and police
lathi."
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YOUNG WOMEN
REVOLUTIONARIES

Nanibala Davi, Kalyani,
Sushila Mitra, Leela Nag,
Kalpana Dutt, Kalyani Das,
Veena Das, Shanti Ghosh, Suniti
Chowdhury, Suhasini Ganguly,
Ujjwala Majumdar, Shobha Rani
Dutt, Bela Mitra, Urmila Devi
Shastri, Rama Devi Chowdharuy,
Malati Chowdhury, Sofia Khan,
Mahadavi Tai, are among the
innumerable names, that laid
down their lives in the freedom
struggle of the country.

They will always be
remembered by a grateful nation.
They were
fearlessly
devoted to
the cause of
independen
ce and
braved
hardships,
imprisonme
nt and even
death forit.




(13 W 1879 - 2 7, 1949)

Sarojini Naidu
(13 Feb., 1879 - 2 Mar 1949)
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Sarojini Naidu joined the Indian
national movement in the wake of
partition of Bengal in 1905. She then
came in contact with Gopal Krishna
Gokhale, Rabindranath Tagore and
Mahatma Gandhi. She awakened the
women of India. She brought them out
of the kitchen. She travelled from state
to state, city after city and worked for the
rights of the women.

In 1925, Sarojini Naidu
presided over the annual session of
Indian National Congress at Kanpur.
Sarojini Naidu played a leading role
during the Civil Disobedience
Movement and was jailed along with
Mahatma Gandhi and other leaders. In
1942, Sarojini Naidu was arrested
during the "Quit India" movement and
was jailed for 21 months with Gandhiji.
She shared a very warm relationship
with Gandhiji and used to call him
"Mickey Mouse". After Independence,
Sarojini Naidu became the Governor of
Uttar Pradesh. She was India's first
Woman governor.

T A 1930 Dandi March: 1930
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In Salutation to
the Eternal Peace

Men say the world is full of fear and
hate,

And all life's ripening harvest-fields
await

The restless sickle of relentless fate.
But I, sweet Soul, rejoice that I was
born,

When from the climbing terraces of
corn

ITwatch the golden orioles of Thy morn.
What care I for the world's desire and
pride,

Who know the silver wings that gleam
and glide,

The homing pigeons of Thine eventide?
What care I for the world’s loud
weariness,

Who dream in twilight granaries Thou
dost bless

With delicate sheaves of mellow
silences?

Say, shall I heed dull presages of doom,
Or dread the rumoured loneliness and
gloom,

The mute and mythic terror of the
tomb?

For my glad heart is drunk and
drenched with Thee,

O inmost wind of living ecstasy!

O intimate essence of eternity!
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TSTHA 3 R

(1889 - 1964 )

Rajkumari Amrit Kaur
(1889-1964)
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After returning to India after her
higher studies, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur came
in touch with Gopal Krishna Gokhale and
later with Mahatma Gandhi. This was a
turning point in her life. Her active
participation in Salt Satyagraha landed her in
Bombay jail. In 1937, to advocate the cause
of the Congress she went to Bannu in
Northwest Frontier Province, and again she
was arrested on the charges of sedition.

During 1931-33 she was the
president of the women's association. She
testified before the Lothian Committee of
Parliament (1932) on Indian franchise and
constitutional reforms. The year 1938 saw
her as the president of All India Women's
Conference. She was also the first woman
member of Hindustani Talimi Sangh. In 1945
(London) and 1946 (Paris), she participated
inthe UNESCO's conferences as amember of
Indian delegation. After India attained
freedom in 1947 she joined the Central
Cabinet as Minister for Health. She was a
strong champion of female education and
equally concerned with the upliftment of
Harijans.
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India Women's Conference

Guare of Honour for Dr. Rajkumars At Kaur at
Madras (Queen Mary's College)
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Letter by Mahatma Gandhi to
Rajkumavi Amvrit Kaur ﬁ'om Wardha
on October 20,1936:

1If you
women oy\[y realize your dignity and
pr[v{[edge, and make ﬁA“ sense Df it for
mankind, you will make it much better
than it is. But, man has delighled in
enslaving you, and you have proved willing
slaves till the slave and holders have
become one in the crime on degrading
humanity. My special function from
childhood, you
might say, has
been to make
women realize
her dignity.1was
once s[aveho[der
myself but Ba
proved an
unwilling slave
and thus opened
my eyes to my

mission.

with Bapu
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(1903-1990)

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya
(1903-1990)
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Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya
describing women's participation in
Dandi March said, “Women turned
every house into a sanctuary for the
law breaker. They lent sanctity to
their act by their purity of spirit. Even
the mightiest military power cannot
cope with a struggle that has its being
in the sacred precincts of the home.”

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya
joined the freedom struggle during
the Non-Cooperation Movement. All
her life she remained devoted to the
cause of India's freedom and the
preservation of her cultural roots. She
formed the All India Women's
Association. She was decorated with
Padma Bhushan in 1955.

Her contribution to

national freedom movement and her
work to save the country's village
crafts are immense.

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya,
freedom fighter, feminist, founder of Indian Coopertaive Union,
and handicrafts pioneer.

(1906—1974)
Sucheta Kriplani
(1906 - 1974)
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A lecturer in Benaras Hindu
University, Sucheta Kriplani became
involved with the Indian Naitonal
Congress in 1936. She came to the
forefront during the Quit India
Movement. She later worked closely with
Mahatma Gandhi during the riots
following the partition. She accompanied
him to Noakhali in 1946. She was one of
the few women who were elected to the
Constituent Assembly and authored the
Indian Constitution. She became a part of
the subcommittee that was handed over
the task of laying down the charter for the
Constitution of India. On 15 August 1947
she sang Vande Mataram in the
Independence Session of the Constituent
Assembly.

In 1963, she became the Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh, the first
woman to hold that position in any Indian
state.
af srard @ T
With husband Acharya Kripalani
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(16 3, 1909 - 29 T 1996)
Aruna Asaf Ali

(July 16, 1909 — July 29, 1996)
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Aruna Asaf Ali is widely
remembered for hoisting the Indian
National Congress flag at the Gowalia
Tank maidan in Bombay during the Quit
India Movement, 1942. She actively took
part in public processions during the Dandi
March. She was arrested on the charge that
she was a vagrant and hence not released in
1931 under the Gandhi-Irwin Pact which
stipulated release of all political prisoners.

On August 8, 1942, the All India
Congress Committee passed the Quit India
resolution at the Bombay session. The
government responded by arresting the
major leaders and all members of the
Congress Working Committee and thus
tried to pre-empt the movement from
success. Aruna Asaf Ali presided over the
remainder of the session on August 9 and
hoisted the Congress flag at the Gowalia
Tank maidan. This marked the
commencement of the movement. Aruna
was dubbed the Heroine of the 1942
movement for her bravery in the face of
danger and was called Grand Old Lady of
the Independence movement in her later
years.

In 1958, she was elected the first
Mayor of Delhi.

(15 e, 1909 - 9 W, 1981)

Durgabai Deshmukh
(July 15,1909 - May 9, 1981)
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Durgabai Deshmukh was an Indian
freedom fighter, lawyer, social worker and
politician. She was a member of the
Constituent Assembly of India and the
Planning Commission of India. From an
early life Durgabai was associated with
Indian Politics. When the Indian National
Congress had its conference in her
hometown of Kakinada in 1923 she was a
volunteer and placed in charge of the Khadi
Exhibition which was running side by side.
Her responsibility was to make sure that
visitors to the exhibition were not allowed
without tickets, and even forbade Jawaharlal
Nehru from entering.

She was a follower of Mahatma
Gandhi in India's struggle for freedom from
the British Raj, and a prominent social
reformer and participated in Gandhi-led
Satyagraha activities. British Raj authorities
had imprisoned her three different times.

Durgabai Deshmukh was a
member of the Planning Commission after
Independence, and in that role, she mustered
support for a national policy on social
welfare. The policy resulted in the
establishment of a Central Social Welfare
Board in 1953 and she became its first
chairperson.

TS F T With GandbiJi
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Shrimati Satyawati
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Shrimati Satyawati came
into the limelight when she
plunged headlong into political
the Civil
Disobedience Movement at a time

activity during

when she was a mother of two
children. She addressed meetings,
led processions, preached
Swadeshi and boycott of foreign
cloth.

In 1934, she became a
founder member of the Congress
Socialist Forum and worked
shoulder to shoulder with Acharya
Narendra Dev, Jaiprakash
Narayan, Ram Manohar Lohia
and Jawaharlal Nehru. She took
part in the Individual Satyagraha
of 1940 and was sentenced to one
year imprisonment.

As she was quick in her
response to the call for freedom
struggle, Mahatma Gandhi called
her "Toofani Behan Satyawati".

SR WRTATE

(1885-1972)

Anusuyaben Sarabhai
(1885-1972)
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Anusuya Sarabhai was
a social and labour activist. She
founded the Ahmedabad Textile
Labour Association in 1920,
which later grew into the Self

Employed Women's Association
(SEWA)

She was born on 11
November 1885. In 1911 she
went to England and studied at the
London School of Economics.

Ahmedabad had
about 100 establishments engaged
in the weaving of turbans, 50 in
the manufacture and sale of
carpets and 70 shops producing
and marketing silk goods. The
seeds of militant but non-violent
trade unionism were first sown in

the second decade of the twentieth
century by 'Anusuyaben’ as she
was called. She organized
Ahmedabad's cotton textile labour
along Gandhian lines of thought
and worked in close cooperation
with other socialists.
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Netaji with the Rani Jhanshi Regiment

“... Iwant ... a unit of brave Indian women
to form a death-defying Regiment who will
wield the sword which Rani of Jhansi
wielded in India's First War of
Independencein 1857.”

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose speaking
at the Padang on 9 July 1943

The Rani of Jhansi Regiment of the
Indian National Army (INA) is one of the
most unusual and colourful female-only
military units ever created. Initiated by
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in Singapore on
July 12, 1943, about 600 volunteers joined
the Regiment.

In 1944, when different units of the
Indian National Army were moving to
Burma for an assault on Imphal, the girls of
the i bmitted an licati
written with their own blood to Netaji
requesting him to letthem join the assault.

The recruitment of the 'Ranis' for
the women's' regiment is an inspiring
illustration of what the most ordinary of
women can do when given the slightest of
opportunities. When news spread in
Singapore that such a regiment was to be
formed, hundreds of young women from the
city-state and from different parts of Malaya
offered themselves for training and battle.
They belonged to all social classes
communities but were, for the mos
poor or lower middle class South Indian
women. The response was so overwhelming
that many of them had to be turned away,
weeping.

A TAEH T
(24 SRR, 1914)

Capt. Lakshmi Sehgal
(October 24, 1914)
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A doctor by profession,
Captain Lakshmi Sehgal, at the
call of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose, joined the Rani of Jhansi
Regiment in Singapore in 1943.
She was the commanding officer
of Regiment.

Lakshmi was active both
militarily and on the medical front.
Later, she became the Minister in
charge of Women's Organization
in Arzi Hukumate Azad Hind
(Provisional Government of Free
India), led by Subhash Chandra
Bose. In March 1946, she was
captured and brought to India,
where she was given a heroine's
welcome.

In 2002, Captain Lakshmi
agreed to contest as a candidate of
the Left parties in the presidential
elections against Dr A.P.J Abdul
Kalam. She was the first woman
candidate to contest for the
country's highest constitutional
post.




TR g

(1870-1942)

Matangini Hazra
(1870-1942)

AR BTSN WfemE erEE
SR & T | & OpE ke %
o I T off | Tk FAmE F INE
STAA FHF Fgg H TR TAH W I
S A T SR AR F R
fog e § off st feren ofR St
FHIEAE |

RA BIG ARIEH k HE
faeaqR, afem s & i 3 fokg
e o & oI, STerera der T Sl
TR oA HE 3R TH el B Aol H T
off 72 o T IR FAFT HEATHT TR
gfera w1 iferdt 9 off 3 & < sl em
H SAE F TEH T g WIS &Y
TE | W H TH WEM AR A STHIHRO
e 1w 20 gy sfaerd § et
T S R fera |

Matangini Hazra was a
Gandhian leader who participated in the
Civil Disobedience Movement. She also
participated in the Salt Satyagraha,
manufactured salt at Alinan salt centre
and was arrested for violating the salt act.
She also participated in the 'Chowkidari
Tax Bandha' (abolition of chowkidari
tax) movement. She was sentenced to six
months imprisonment and sent to
Baharampur jail.

During the Quit India
Movement, the people of Medinipur,
West Bengal planned an attack to capture
the Thana, court and other government
offices. Matangini, who was then 72
years old, led the procession. The police
opened fire. A bullet hit her arm.
Undaunted she went on appealing to the
police not to
shoot at their
own brethren.
Another bullet
pierced her
forehead. She
fell down dead, a
symbol of the
anti-colonial
movement,
holding the flag
of freedom in her
hand.

(1911-1932)
Preetilata Waddedar
(1911-1932)
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Preetilata Waddedar was the first
women martyr of the freedom movement.
She was a member of the group founded by
greatrevolutionary Surya Sen.

She was born in 1911 in a
middleclass family. She was abrilliant
student and it was during her student days
that she came into contact with the
revolutionary women's organisation of
Bengal.

She participated in the Chittagong
armoury raid on April 18, 1930 under the
leadership of Surya Sen. She was given the
task of attacking a British club to avenge the
death of revolutionaries of the group. On
24th September, 1932, she went with her
associates to attack the club and fought
bravely. She was hit by a bullet but continued
fighting and when arrest was imminent, she
gave up her life for the country by consuming
potassium cyanide.

In her short 21 years she left an
example of fearless devotion to the country,
which was also evident through her articles
on the freedom movement.




gl
(1 g, 1847-20 e 1933)

Annie Besant

(1 October 1847 - 20 Septamber 1933)
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Annie Besant, second
President of The Theosophical
Society from 1907 to 1933 was an
outstanding orator of her time, a
champion of human freedom,
educationist, philanthropist, and
author with more than three hundred
books and pamphlets to her credit.

Annie Besant became active
in Indian politics in 1913, and gave a
lead by claiming Home Rule for
India. She entered politics because
she saw that India's independence
was essential for her age-old wisdom
to become a beacon for the whole
world. The Home Rule movement
she organized spread all over India.
She used all her resources to bring
together on the common platform of
the 'All India Home Rule League' the
two sections of the Indian National
Congress which had been divided
since 1907. Later she was elected
President of the Indian National
Congress inspiring Indians with a
dynamic vision of India's future. She
also started two journals: a weekly
dealing with issues of national
reform; and New India, a daily
newspaper which for fifteen years
was a powerful instrument
promoting Home Rule and
revolutionizing Indian journalism.

(25 T, 1920 - 11 37T, 2000)

Usha Mehta

(March 25, 1920 - August 11, 2000)
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Senior Gandhian Usha
Mehta took the initiative of forming the
Manjar Sena with few other girls at the
age of eight. The children got together to
take out a rally against the Simon
Commission in 1928. The children of the
Manjar Sena also took out Prabhat
Pheris, organized street corner meetings
and undertook spinning.

One of the important
contributions of Dr Usha Mehta was in
organizing the Congress Radio, also
called the Secret Congress Radio, an
underground radio station, which
functioned for few months during the
Quit India Movement in 1942. The radio
station functioned for few months during
1942. The first words of the broadcast
which was her voice was, “This is the
Congress Radio calling on 42.34 meters
from somewhere in India.” The radio
broadcast recorded messages from
Gandhi and other prominent leaders
across India. To elude the authorities, the
organizers moved the station's location
almost daily.

Even though the Secret
Congress Radio functioned only for
three months, it greatly assisted the
movement by dissemination uncensored
news and other information banned the
British Government.

She was honoured with
the Padmavibhushan in 1998for her
services to the nation.
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(26 v, 1915)
Rani Gidalu

The Joan of Arc of Nagaland
(January 26, 1915)
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Rani Gidalu was born
on 26" January, 1915 in Nagaland. Her
father was the priest of a Naga Tribe and
young Rani was the only girl of her tribe
who studied in a missionary school. Her
13-year-old brother was hanged for
killing a Britisher. The spirit of
nationalism was in her genes and it was
evident that the 17-year-old Rani jumped
into the freedom struggle against the
British Rule.

She had an army of
about 4000 Naga Volunteers, who were
experts in guerrilla warfare. The British
were defeated many times by these

Nagas and greatly feared Rani Gidalu's
army of Naga warriors. Rani Gidalu was
arrested on 17" October, 1932 and was
brutally tortured. The brave young queen
did not bend or break.

She was released only
after India attained independence and
devoted the rest of her life in the service
of the people of her region.

She was honoured by
the Indian Government on the occasion
of the silver jubilee of India's
Independence at the Diwan-i-am of Red
Fort. She was referred to as the 'Joan of
Arc'of Nagaland.
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The Brave Martyrs of Assam
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20 September1942 is
also a red letter day in the history of
Indian Freedom Struggle. Like in many
other places of Assam, preparation for
successful implementation of the
programme was also at Barangabari
under Gohpur Police Satiation in the
district of Darrang ( at present Sonitpur).
The preparation was made by the people
of three Mauzas - Kallangpur, Helem and
Brahmajan under the leadership of local
leaders like Jonaram Bhuyan, Jiten
Borah, Lakhi Kanta Bora, Giridhar
Barua, Karneswar Hazarika and
Mukunda Kakaty. These leaders inspired
the local people with the slogan of
Gandhiji 'Do or Die'.

Shaheed
Kanaklata Barua,
who took the
leading part in the
programme
chalked out by
those leaders for
20th September,
1942 at
Barangabari and
ultimately
became martyr on
the said day, was
a n
unsophisticated
village girl of 18

ears. She was
born on 22nd
December, 1924
at Barangabari in a conservative family
called 'Dolakasharia’ family under
Gohpur Police Station.

Kanaklata Barua
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Durga Bhabhi
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The British had sent
the Simon Commission to India to
review the Ruling Acts of the
Indian Administration but there
was not a single Indian in the
Commission. The nationalists
opposed the Commission and
there were massive protest all over
the country. The police lathi
charged on the protesters and in
one such incident, claimed Lala
Lajpat Rai's life. To avenge his
death 'Bharat Naujawan Sabha'
members Chandrashekhar Azad,
Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, Rajguru,
Batukeshwar Dutt plotted and
killed the police officials

responsible for Lalaji's dealth.

The British
Government went on a massive
manhunt spree and the lady who
helped the revolutionaries was
Durga Bhabhi, wife of a member
of the revolutionary group,
Bhagwati Charan Bohra. She was
greatly respected by the
revolutionaries. She helped
Bhagat Singh to escape from the
British by posing as his wife and
took him undetected from Lahore
to Luchnow.

Durga Bhabhi
continued to help the
revolutionaries even after losing
her husband in a tragic incident in
1930. She tried to kill the police
commissioner when Bhagat
Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru were
given death sentence.

A devoted patriot,
she also taught in an educational
institute established by her in
Lucknow from 1937 to 1982.
During the later years, due to ill
health and old age, she stayed with
her son Sachindra Bohra in
Ghaziabad.
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Madam Bhikaji Cama
(1861-1937)
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Madam Cama's
contribution to the freedom movement
is immense. She was born on 24"
September 1861 in an affluent Parsi
family. Although brought up and
educated in a Western environment,
she was a true daughter of the soil. She
became a dedicated worker of the
Indian National Congress, ever since
its inception in 1885 and worked
towards bringing women from all
sections of the society into the freedom
struggle.

The first look of the
Indian National Flag was prepared by
Madam Cama and her revolutionary
friends in London in 1905. It had three
colours — a red strip on top with eight
lotus flowers depicting the then eight
states of India, the centre strip in
saffron had Vande Mataram written on
it, and the lower strip in green showed
acrescent moon and a rising sun on the
right and left sides respectively. The
'red' colour was the symbol of strength;
'saffron’ symbolized victory and the
'green' depicted enthusiasm and
energy. This flag was furled for the first
time in Berlin and then in Bengal in
1909.

Addressing a press
conference in New York, Madam
Bhikaji Cama told the reporters that
they are aware about the struggles in
Ireland and Russia, but should also
know about the struggles of the
Indians.

In 1909, she went to
France and started the paper 'Vande
Mataram', which became a symbol of
the spirit of Revolution in India.

This great fearless
lady returned to Bombay at the age of
74 in 1935. She passed away into
eternity praying for the freedom of her
country.
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Mira Ben
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Mira Behn was the daughter of a
British Naval Officer, Sir Edmund Slade and
she had spent a few of her childhood years in
India when her father was posted in Bombay.
She was a simple and austere person devoted
to the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi.

The renowned French Scholar Romain
Rolland introduced her to Gandhiji through
his biography on him and she was greatly
influenced by him.

She corresponded with Mahatma
Gandhi and came to India in November 1925
and met Gandhiji for the first time on 6th
November 1925 at Sabarmati Ashram. She
writes about him in her autobiography: The
Spirit’s Pilgrimage.

Gandhiji took to her as a daughter
and renamed her Mira Behn. She learnt to
spin and wi and participated in Khadi
related activities. She participated in the
freedom movement and was arrested many
times. She collected the stories of British
atrocities and sent them to England, France,
Germany and Switzerland, as there was strict

censorship of all Indian newspapers.

She worked for the upliftment of the
untouchables, and went around the country
with Gandhiji for raising funds for the
Harijans.

She continued to work in India even
after the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi.
The Indian Government honoured her with
the 'Padam Vibhushan', in recognition of her
selfless service to India. She passed away on
20th July, 1982 in a village near Vienna, but
her heart and spirit always remained writh
India. Her life was an example of selfless
service towards India.
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Vijaylakshmi Pandit
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Smt. Vijaylakshmi Pandit was the
daughter of Motilal Nehru and Swaroop Rani
and the younger sister of Pt. Jawaharlal
Nehru. She was born on August 18, 1900.

Her family background initiated her
in politics at a very early age and over the
years she rose to various prestigious
positions in pre, as well as post independent
India.

She did a lot of significant work for
the upliftment and empowerment of women.
She was elected to the Parliament twice. She
was the first woman leader of United Nations
delegation.

In 1953, she became the first elected
president of the UN General Assembly. She
also held the distinction of being the first
woman ambassador of the country in various
countries.

She remained active, agile, alert and
dedicated all her life to the services of the
country. Her charismatic leadership was
indeed a source of inspiration.
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The role of Rajputana Women
in the Freedom Struggle
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By 1818, the British had
taken control over all the Rajput states.
The people of Rajputana were eager to
gain independence from the foreign
regime. The great war of independence
in 1857 was the evidence of the
Rajputana women’s role in the war for
the liberation of the motherland from the
Britishers.

The brave women of the state were a
great source of inspiration. The
Twentieth Century Rajput women were
equal partners with men in the national
struggle. Their valour and fearlessness
was a subject of discussion in the British
quarters. They were looked with both
awe and respect. The Rajputana women
won the admiration of the Britishers too
for their valour and finesse.

All the peasant
movements in this period saw a large
number of women participation. These
movements gained their strength from
the brave women folk who came out in
the open to face the batons of the Raj. Out
from their homes, their struggle tells the
tale of their undaunted toil to free the
motherland from the oppression of the
Raj.
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Kamala Nehru
(1900-1936)
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Kamala Nehru was born in a Kashmiri
Pandit family in 1900. She was married to
Jawaharlal Nehru on February 2, 1906.
Although she was not well-educated, but,
from an carly age, she grew very sensitive
towards the national concern. She joined the
freedom struggle alongwith her husband, Pt.
Nehruand gave up her luxurious living.

By 1931, despite her failing health, she
continued her political activities and
participated in the Civil Disobedience
Movement. She also helped, set up a hospital
in Swaraj Bhawan.

Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru writes about her:

In severe turmoil, Kamla continued to work
bravely, when almost all the leaders and
workers were in jail, the task of organising
nationalist activities fell upon her frail
shoulders. She provided her inherent fire
and energy to this and soon became the
pride of Allahabad.

In July 1934, Kamala suffered a severe
attack of Pleurisy and died on February 28,
1936, at the young age of 37.

Gandhiji in his tributes to this great leader
said: “I did not know a more truthful, brave
and Godly lady”".

As her legacy, she gave the nation, her
daughter, Indira Priyadarshani — who
became the first Prime Minister of an
independent India — an example of immense
courage and dedication to the nation.
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Mridulaben Sarabhai was
born to Shri Ambalal and Sarladevi Sarabhai
in 1911 in Ahmedabad. Her parents were true
nationalists and she also imbibed the same
values very early in life.

She came into contact with
Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
and other national leaders and got actively
involved in the freedom movement. She
brought together the women of Gujarat to
garner their strength and giving them the
confidence touse it.

Her participation in the
Dandi March, boycott of foreign clothes,
picketing at wine shops, defying the orders
passed by the British Government during the
Civil Disobedience Movement are great
contributions. She also took part in the Quit
India Movement of 1942. Fearless and d
hard patriot, Mridulaben Sarabhai w:
imprisoned several times. Mahatma Gandhi
greatly appreciated her services to the
freedom movement.
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Subhadra Kumari Chauhan
(1904-1948)
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Subhadra Kumari Chauhan immortalized
Rani Lakshimibai in her poem Khoob Ladi
Mardani. It was with the same spirit and zeal
that Subhadra Chauhan joined the National
Movement for independence.

In Jabalpur's Tilak Raj Vidyalaya she
organized the women folk, making them
aware of their power. It was under her
leadership that women came out of their
homes to join the freedom movement.

Mahatma Gandhi greatly respected her. In the
1936 clections, Sardar Vallabhbahi Patel
proposed her name for the reserved seat for
women. Her popularity was such that she was
elected unopposed from Jabalpur.

She participated in the Individual Satyagraha
in 1942 and was also imprisoned. Subhadra
Kumari Chauhan's personality had the
combined virtues of a good author, an alert
politician, an active social worker and a
devoted patriot.
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Indira Gandhi
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Indira Priyadarshani
was born to Kamala and Jawaharlal
Nehru on November 19, 1917 at
Anand Bhavan, Allahabad. The little
Indira was witness to almost all the
major landmarks of the nation's
Independence Movement under
Mahatma Gandhi's leadership.

Her aunt Krishna
Hutheesingh, in her book “Indu to
Prime Minister” writes:

Child Indira was very
excited to burn foreign goods. Amma
and Kamala's beautiful sarees had
already been thrown into the bonfire
and Indu felt it was very right to burn

foreign cloth. Her daily life was

integrated with the freedom

movement”.

As a
child, Indira formed
a band of children to
help the freedom
fighters in small, but
significant ways —
like volunteering to
make and distribute
flags, pamphlets,
serve water at
gatherings, pasting
letters, etc.

She named this band
as 'Vanar Sena', equating it with Sri
Ramchandra's Vanar Sena, which had
conquered Lanka and helped him
rescue Sita.

Indira Gandhi had an
illustrious life, dotted with personal
triumphs and tragedies. She was raised
in the midst of political turmoil, lived
it and died in it. She became the first
woman Prime Minister of the country
and led the nation to progress and
prosperity through various socio-
economic measures.

She was gunned down
by her own security guards on October
31, 1984. But her legacy towards the
building of new India remains with us.
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Born as Margaret
Elizabeth Noble to an Irish family
on October 28, 1867, Sister
Nivedita met Swami Vivekananda
in Chicago when he had to come
to attend the World Religious
Conference and was greatly
impressed by his religious depth.

She was deeply
attracted by his vision of
improving his nation's destiny
with particular emphasis on the
upliftment of women and youth.
She was told by Swamiji that “I
have some plans for the women
folk of my country and I am

certain that you could help me in
implementing them”.

Responding to the
call, leaving behind her family and
friends, including her mother,
Margaret agreed and came to India
in 1896. She started working for
the betterment of Indian women
through socio-educational
activities.

She started a school
for girls in Kolkata and even
taught children by going to their
homes.

She was a prolific
writer too and kept diaries and
notes, besides contributing to
nationalistic journals.

Sister Nivedita
passed into eternity on October 2,
1957 in Darjeeling. As per her
wish, she was cremated in
traditional Hindu rites. The hills
where she breathed her last
reverberate with the memorable
tribute to her that: “Here rests
Sister Nivedita, who gave her
everything to India”.
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The contributions of the Tribal Women
in the Freedom Movement
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‘The triumphant emergence of tribal women in
the freedom movement is an example of how women
have taken their inch of ivory by their selfless service to
preserve their culture and traditions

The history of Tribal movements like the
Malpahariarising (1772), Chuar or Paik rebellion (1827-
1830), Kol insurrection (1831-32), Khond rising (1846),
Santhal rebellion (1855) Unrest in Dhanbad (1869-70),
Sardar agitation (1887), Birsa Movement (1895), Tana
Bhagat movement (1914), Indian National Movement,
indicate the participation and involvement of women.
They further indicate the development of social
consciousness among the community.

‘The chivalrous
deeds and_guerrilla
warfare, in_which
women participated
in the Santhal

L left

the Eastern-Front Rifles till her death,

‘The Santhal uprising witnessed a large
number of women taking active part in the rebellion
against the British. Judicial record of the British
Government still keeps the evidences of the Santhal
women prisoners who were held either for conspiracy
for providing help to the rebels. Many of them died in
the prison due to cholera.

This Bengali song ofien sung by the Santhal
women clearly depicts the role of the Santhal women in
therebellion:

Moramad khaoabo, nesakorbo
Angrejder man bhoolabo,
Ladaijabitora.

(Wewill make the sepoy drink

the British
baffled. The
rebels were
hanged but the
movement
continued.

The
result of the
rebellion is
vividly

expressed in
Bengali folksongs
which express
these feclings:

The Santhal first

bowed down before many

POYS il iver. The English went

back for a while put the kamani and started firing. No

body of 250 Santhal villagers remained alive, and their

women went crying on the way alone without their
man.

‘Women peasants fought for their rights and
land. Spread throughout Bengal, including present
Bangladesh in 1946, just before the Britishers left, the
unique feature of the Tebhaga Movement was thata large
number of landless peasant women formed the Nari-
Bhanini — a fighting troop under the leadership of

women comrades. Mymen Singh Rasmony — a tribal
widow was leading the Nari Bah

and fought against

ewill
We will deceive them by our love,
You will go for fighting)

Under the leadership of Tilka Manjhi, tribal
women directly involved themselves in warfare in 1784.
Manjhi was the first man in the history who organized
and trained the Santhal women's group for guerrilla
warfare.

Similarly in the Birsa Movement or Ulgulan, the
women associated themselves at every step. Many of
them pretended as being pregnant and kept arrows
hiding within body, and thus they deceived the sepoys.
Fearlessness was within their genes. Women like Sati
and Parmi were always with Birsa and kept a close
watchat him, guarding himat every step.

‘There were others who remained behind the
scene and inspired men from the tribal community to
fight the oppressors. Birsa Munda's mother Karman was
a witness of all evenis. Inspite of utier poverty, she
cooked for him and his partners who took shelter in her
house. Her contributions in this regard were immense.

All these movements gradually raised the
socio-political consciousness among the Santhal
women which again reflected through their
participation in the Indian National Movement under
the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. It was during these
movements that their consciousness ventures to
nationality from mere ethnicity.




Nari Shakti
Tribute by Mahatma Gandhi to
Women: Strength Incarnate
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Rajkumari Amrit Kaur writes:

No leader in history
has led such a large fol
during his lifetime, either in his own
country or the world, as Gandhiji. And
certainly no man has evoked such
whole-hearted devotion from women.

A passionate lover of
humanity, an implacable foe of
injustice in whatsoever form or sphere,

it is small wonder, that Mahatma
Gandhi espoused early the women's
cause, beginning from within his home
—his wife Kasturba Gandhi.

In his own
institutions and programme of work,
he has paid equal attention and given
equal place to
girls and
women. There
was an air of
freedom and
self-confidence
of the women
who came under
the influence of
Gandhiji — from
Sabarmati to
Sevagram, from
Dandi to Quit
I ndi a
Movement, from the period of
suppression to the phase of liberation.

In his own words,
Gandhiji says: Woman is the
embodiment of sacrifice and suffering.
Nothing delighted him more than the
success of women in every sphere of
life.

From Sevagram, on
12-2-'40, Mahatma Gandhi writes: ...
She shows it as she carries the infant
and feeds it during nine months and

derives joy in the suffering involved.
What can beat the suffering caused by
the pangs of labour? But she forgets
them in the joy of creation... Let her
transfer that love to the whole of
humanity...”

Referring to the
contributions of women in the freedom
struggle, as a devoted brother,
Mahatma Gandhi on 11-8-21 in Young
India, writes To the Women of India:

..Yours is the purest
sacrifice untainted by anger or hate.
Let me confess to you that your
spontaneous and loving response all
over India has convinced me that God is
with us. No other proof of our struggle
being one of self-purification is needed
than the lakhs of Indian women are
actively helping it.

He continues. ..
You can bring up the children of India
to become simple, god-fearing and

brave men and women.

...The destiny of India is far safer in
yourhands...”

e T N e T
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