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Review of the Assessment Report of the villages incorporated in the
Sri Pratapsinghpura Tahsil from the old Nagam Tahsil.

1. This is merely a supplementary report.in complotion of the Assess-
ment Report of the Sri Pratapsinghpura Tahsil, as now
constituted. The estates comprised in the old tahsil of
this name havo already been dealt with. The 92 estates of the old Nagam
Tahsil, which have now been made into 97 villages, were incorporated in the
tahsil after the Assessment Report dealing with the older portion of the tahsil
was written. [t was not considered necessary to keep back the new assessments
for 393 villages till the assessments for the other 92 estates could be prepared.
Hence the necessity for this supplementary report.

The Report,

The survey of the villages dealt with in the Report was mostly complet-
ed under the direction of Rai Bahadur Lala Narsingh Das, the measurement
work was completed and a special girdawari made by Lala Pindi Das, by whom
this report has been written. '

To preserve uniformity in the old and new portions of the Sri Pratap-
ginghpura Tahsil, the Asgessmeunt Circles fixed for the older portion have merely
been extended southwards. Though the villages irrigated from the Dudhganga
River are to some extent somewhat better than those irrigated from other
sources in the central beit of the tahsil, the difference is chiefly one of the
sufficiency of the irrigation supply, consequently the Settlement Officer has not
considered it necessary to split up the 37 villages contained in the Nagam Circle
into two separate Circles on the lines of the Abi No. 1 and Abi No. 2 Circles in the
older portions of the tahsil. Similarly there is no defined tract, like the Berua
Circle of the old tahsil, which makes it necessary to differentiate between the
36 villages of the Kandi Circle. With his views in this respect I agree.

The Report follows the sams lines as that dealing with tho assessment
of the villages of the old Sri Pratapsinghpura Tahsil.

2. The belt of the country in which -these villages are situated runs
roughly from north-east to south-west, from the Jhelum
River to the Pir Papjal Range of mountains. Near the
Jhelum River is the usual belt of lowlying area liable to inundation, which suffers
when the river is in flood and in which the drainage from the higher portions
of the tract, to some oxtent, collects. Thus portions of the eastern villages,
such as »akh Shalina, Lajura, rakh Sonthu, Sotangu &c., are swamp lands
where nambal water is always present.

Goneral description.

This belt has corresponding characteristics to the rest of the Sailaba
Circle of the tahsil and the villages situatod therein have been placed in a
separate Assessment Circle of the same name.

South-westwards of the Sailaba Circle comes an intermediate belt of
lowlying land, elevated above the Sailaba Circle, generally level except for the
Nagam Karewa safe from damage by floods, with a warm climate, and produc-
ing excellent crops. The irrigation is not uniformly good, but generally
satisfactory. In this belt is the best rice-producing soil. The Circle has been
named the Nagam Circle after the old tahsil head-quarters of Nagam which ig
gsituated in the Circle.

When leaving the Nagam Circle and travelling towards the western
boundary of the tract, the land gradually rises till we get to the limit of
cultivation under the Pir Panjal mountains. The surface of the land is
uneven, depressed where nars carry the drainage from the higher ground
aud elevated where spurs run down from the mountains towards the plain.
As one ascends towards the mountains the air gets colder and in the upper
villages ocold blasts from the snow injure the crops. The difforence in capacity
dopends on the proximity of estates to the mountains. There is no defined
beit corresponding to the Berua Circle of the rest of the tahsil, so the
Settlement Officer has included all the estates in a single Circle, nawed the
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Kandi, and relied on his village assessments to differentiate between the villages
which enjoy a warmer climate bordering on the Nagam Circle and those
nearer the mountains which suffer from the cold winds.

Though only 97 villages are dealt with in this Report, the total number
situated in the tract is 98. The village of Nattipura, held by His Highness the
Mabharaja, hawing been excluded from measurement and assessment by the
Settlement Dopartment.

The Darbar, as in all parts of Kashmir, is sole proprietor of the soil.

There is no market of any size in the tract; in many villages, such as
Nagam and Charar Sharif, there are shops. The north-eastern villages almost
adjoin Srinagar and most of the produce finds its way to that market.

Urmetalled roads are rufficient and in fair order; the main road is the
Srinagar-Shopiyon Road. There are no metalled roads.

Carriage is mostly by land, the Jhelum River does not serve the tahsil
for carrying purposes, except in respect of a few villages of the Sailaba Circle.
The only other river, the Dudhganga, is not navigable.

8. " The following arc the details of area, cultivation

Gencral statistics, .. . .
and irrigation as ascertained at survey :—

Total area surveyed, excluding forests and mountains, 52,941 acres
== 82'7 square miles,

Of the above area, 87 per cent. is under cultivation, 16 per cent. iy
culturable waste and 27 per cent. is unculturable waste.

Of the area under cultivation 81'1 per cent. is irrigated and 68'9 per
cent. is uuirrigated.

In comparison with the older portion of the tahgil, the percentage of
t he cultivated area irrigated is very low. The corresponding figures are 664
rigated and 33°6 unirrigated.

A
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As stated in paragraph 3 of the Report, the figures of the Census
enumeration of the years 1891 add 1901 are not available. No comparisou of
the density of the population nor incidence of the population on the. area
under cultivation can be made,

The population is, howover, evidently sufficient as the number of ussamis
is stated to be 8,207, which gives an average area of cultivation of 87 acres
per assami. These ﬁgure? seem to indicate that the total population is denge
for the tract, as the irrigated area is comparatively small.

'The live-stock return is higher by comparison with the cultivated area
than in the rest of the tahsil., The Settlement Officer calenlates the market
value of the live-stock at Rs. 2,69,534; excluding the value of calves and
builocks.

The tract is rich in fruit treces. The number of mulberry trees is
ingufficient for a gencral extension of Sericulture. Tliere sre only 8,741
mulberry trees, which nnmber compares badly with the nuwmber of wild apricot
(hariy trees, which is 24,575, The number of waluut trees is, by comparison,
less than 1u the rest of the tabsil, while the number of hairi trees is, by
comparison, greater

'The area under kiisham grass is not extensive. Tho whole of this
area, 165 acres, is situated in the Sailuba Cirele.

Willow plantations cover an area of 425 acres, but only in the viilages
near Srinagar is any considerable income made by the sale of willow wood.
In the villages sitnated in the Sailauba Circle the area of bedzar is 355 acres,

The total number of water mills is 64. This is small as compared
with the numnber of mills in the older portion of the tahsil. That the number
of mills should be cormparatively small 18 not surprising when the comparative
plrecntages of area irrigated are considered.



3

4. The fiscal history of these villages is not given at length. The

N revenue history is stated in paragraph 16 to be similar to

¥iscal history: that of the old Sri Pratapsinghpura Tahsil. The assess-

ment of the Regular Secttlement, announced in 1943, was Rs. 61,226, which

has since been enhanced to Rs, 70,381, the inerease being chiefly due to the
assessment placed on land broken up under Regulation No. 6.

The revenue demand 18 stated to have been realised without difficulty,

Appendix No. V1II shows that there are arrears of revenue outstandicg
to the awount of Rs. 4,006, of which sum Rs. 2,719 represent the amount
suspended during the current year, chiefly on account of the damugo caused by
the late flood. 1t is not stated whether the balance of Rs. 1,287 18 recoverable
or irrecoverable. The Governor of Kashmir should sce to the realisation of
this small amount if recoverable, or to its elimination from the accounts if
unrecoverable.

5. The average area of cultivation per holding 4 9 acres) is slightly

larger than in the rest of the tahsil and in the Lal Phak
Tenures snd culivatig  District. But, considering the small percentage of
O0oLpaLLy- irrigated areain the tract, the average outturn of produce
er holding is undoubtedly smaller than in the tracts namod. 7The average
size of holdings is so small that these can be cultivated to the full capacity of
the soil. Of the area held by State tenants the larger part is in the hands of
Suni Muhammadans, whose holdings are represented by a percentage of 48°8,
while the holdings of Pandits bear the percentage of 59 nearly, The pro-
portion of the total aroa held by thcse two principal classes is, thorefore,
considerably lower than in the older portion of the tahsil.

Of the total cultivated area 78:2 per cent. is cultivated by the assamis
themselves as compared with a percentage of 82'5 in the rest of the tahsil,
A very small arca, represented by 4 per cent., is held by sub-tonants with
rights of ocenpaucy.  While the aren held by sub-tenants without rights of
occupancy bears the percentage of 21-4;of this percentage 17'5 represents
the holdings of tenauts-at-will payivg vents in kind and only *4 those of
tenants-at-will paying cash rents,

The area held on cash rents is so insignificant iu extent that the cash
rents obtaining in the tract require no ‘consideration, since no useful deductions
can be made from these.

6. The classification of soils adopted is8 the same as in tho remainder

, of the tahsil. The Settlement Officer explzins that,

Classification of soils. owing to the minute areas returned as laubru in the Sailaba

Circle, and abi I, lebvu in the Nagam Circle, he has includedthese two

soils in the maidani class in both Circles. In doing this I consider he was

quitc right, as the altered classification of 20 acrer of soil can have no appre-

ciable result on the assessments an{unnecessary complication is avoided by thus
diminishing the number of separate rates.

7. In paragraph 14 the changes which bave taken place since the

. Regular Settlement in the cultivated and uncultivated
Changes in 8reo. area are discussed,

The differences in the totz] cultivated area and in the area irrigated are
as shown for each Circle and the whole tract in the following table :—

o INCRkASK 1N CULTIVATION, INCREASY IN JRRIGATION,
CIBCLE,
Area in acres. Tercentage, Area in acres, Percontage.
Kandi 3,205 825 292 352
Kagam 8o 89 325 59
Sailabo 1,432 322 1,406 137
Total 5,619 22'9 2,023 275




4

The total percentage of increasc in the cultivated area is, therefore, 22'9
and the increase in irrigation is represented by 27-5. It is, however, noticeable
that the largest increase in irrigation is in the Sailaba Circle, where the crops
are precarious, and that the increase is small in the Nagam Circle, where the
rice lands are most valuable.

A glance at Appendix No. IV shows that the most noticeable changes are—

Kandi Circle.~~Moderate increase in the classes abt 111 and wart.
Euormous increase in labru-khushky and large decrease in the
mordant area,

Nagam Circle.—Large iucrease in labru-khushki area.

Sailaba Circle.~Considerable 1ncrease in abi 111, large increase in
abi-nambal and considerable decrcase in nambal-khushki.

The Settlement Officer caleulates t.he. waste area still available for the
extension of cultivation at 4,512 acres. 'T'his permits of a further increase of
the present cultivated area by 1 per cent. ;

The lotal increase in cuitivation does not, however, come under assess-
ment at once, owing to the period of the current assessment not having expired
in the cases of certain lands, The increase in cultivation liable to re-assessment
is 17-5 per cent. and the increase in irrigation 187 per cent.

Applying the Revenue rates of the Regular Settlement to the changes
in cultivation in tho lands now liable to re-assessment we get the following
results :—
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In other words the increase which may be taken from this tract, merely
in respect of changes of cultivation since the Regular Settlement and at the
Revenue rates adopted at that Settlement, amounts to Rs. 11,516, which repre-
sents a percentage of inorease on the current demand on land—Rs. 68,710—of
16'8 as compared with a percentage of 12:8 found, on a similar caloulation, to
be admissible in the older portion of the tahsil.

8. The crops cultivated and the average area under each, as ascertain-
ed during the girdawaris of three years, are discussed
in paragraph 15 of the Report. I find, however, some

difficulty in reconciling the details given in the statement attached to that

paragraph and the details given in Appendices Nos. IV, V, VI and VII.

Crops.

Acocording to Appendix No. IV, the total cultivated area is 30,175 acres
of which 28,855 are now liable to revision of assessment,

In Appendix No. V, the total cultivated area i8 shown to be 26,792 acres,

According to the details given in Appendix No. VI, the average area
cultivated, during the three years considered, was 29,468 and according to
those given in Appendix No. VII 29,599,

While in the statement attached to paragraph 15 the total ocultivated
area is shown as 28,701 acres.

These various figures may be capable of explanation, but the differences
in the absence of explanation are bewildering. From the details given in the
Revenue Register, it appears that the cultivated area dealt with for purposes of
assessment is 28,855 acres ; in other words the area on which the assessments
have been based is that given in Appendix No, IV.

Taking the avernge area cropped during the three years of which the
details are given as the basis of calculation, we find the area under each of the
main crops to bear the percentages gshown below ;—

]
Kharif. Cg:t;ps. Rabi. Orpps.
Rie . v e e e e 215 | Wheat .. .. . o .. 207
Maize ... e . 24'4 Lingeed o es e e v 175
Cotton .., ve v 25 Rape 43
Barley o e 23

A reference to the table attached to paragraph 15 shows the correspond-
ing percentages which these crops bear to the area cultivated at each crop and
which they bore at the Regular Settlement to be—

KuARtr, Rabi.
Crops. Crops.

Regular . Regular
Bevialon. Settlament| Revision. Settlement,

Rice ree 29'3 352 Wheat ver e e 459 496
Maizo 445 483 Linaeod e e 888 26'5
Cetton 46 68 Bape e 9'3 36
Berloy . . 52 166

From the above the chief points of importance to be noticed are the slight
increage in the cultivation of rice, the considerable increase in the cultivation of
oil-seeds and the comparatively littie attention now given to the cultivation of
parley. 4
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As regards the area cultivated for the spring and autumn crops, re-
spectively, the great attention paid to the spring crops is very noticeable. The
conditions of cultivation differ considerably from those obtaining in the older
portion of the tabsil and in the Lal Phak District. Further, the spring crops
receive much more attention than they did at the Regular Settlement, as the
following figures, which give the percentage of the kharif and rabi crops, respec-
tively, show :— :

Percentage under Percentage under
Kharif c¢rops. Rabi crops.
Treot deait with ... 54 46
Bri Pratapsioghpors e - 79 21
Lal Phak ... s 86 14
Regular Settlement o 60 40

The average area left fallow is very small, being 3 per cent., the differ-
ence from the Regular Settloment, when the area left fallow was represented by
4 per cent., is small, This proves that the new land brought under cultivation
is of as good quality as the old area.

The average percentage of the area sown but on which the crops failed
is stated to be 4D for the year. The total percentage of the cultivated area
sown and on which the crops ripened is, therefore, 925 per cent.

9. Owing to the unsatisfactory evidence adduced for the consideration
of the prices which it was fair to assume for purposes of
calculating the value of the Stato share of the produce in

the old Sri Pratapsingpura Tahsil, as also to agcertain that the standard of rates

was similar in the portion of the tahsil now dealt with, it was necessary that
further enquiry on this point should be made by the Settloment Officer. By
consulting the entries in the shopkeepers’ ledgers, where these were available,
and discussing the prices which have ruled of late years with the zamindars, the
Settlement Officer has done his best to ascertain what average prices have

obtained in the past.

As already stated, there is no oconsidorable local market from which
statistics of value, as to the average rates obtained by the cultivators for the
produce of their fields, could be obtained. The figuree collected cannotbe con-
sidered of much value; but there are no Government records of prices extending
beyond the last two years, which could be consulted. The local prices recorded,
even if corroct, cannot be looked on as representing the true values obtained for
the various staples, since, as noticed, the cultivators of the tract deal direct
with the Srinagar market to a large extent.

Prices,

The information collected, such as it i3, was placed before me by the
Rettlement Officer, and the Schedule of Prices which it is proposed to assumo
for this tahsil and is attached to paragraph 20 wae fixed by me 1n consultation
with him.

It will be noticed that the prices assumed are on the whole slightly
higher than those taken for the older portion of the tahsil ; but the difference is
very small, smaller perhaps than the continunnce of high prices for the longer
period really warrant, These certainly do not err on the ride of severity, yet
their application to the State share of the produce estimate showe that the
present revenue demand may be enhanced to an extent whick no Government
could contemplate increaging arsessments at one revision of Settlement, so to
raige the assumed prices higher could serve no uscful purpose.

Endeavours are now being made, and these, I bope, will be persevered in
and be suocessful, to have the prices ruling during each fortaight of the year
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and those obtaining at each harvest time careftlly recorded in each tahsil.
These figures will be of incalculable value to the Settlement Officer at the time
of future revisions of assessments. It is to be hoped that these records will b}
-cavefully preserved and that it may not be found ten years bence that many o
these are missing. A curelessness in preserving old records is so often mani-
fested that particular orders as to the preservation of these records should be
issued.

10. A reference to Appendix No. 11 shows that in this tahsil where
State shore of the gross Tents are paid in kind the share of the produce so paid is
produce. in all cases one-half or more. The Settlement Officer has
taken this into consideration in deducing what ghare of the total produce the
State is ontitled to take. His calculations are shown in the table attached to
paragraph 23. As I have stated, when reviewing other reports dealing with
the Valley of Kashmir, I do not consider that any such calculation is necessary.
1t has been definitely decided that the State share of the produce is one-half,
less such portion as it is customary to distribute to menials from the gross produce
before division between proprietors and tenants. The State does not demand a
higher percentage and it is not content with a lower one. Further consideration
of what an assami may get from a sub-tenant by way of rent in kind is, therefore,
unnecessary. Obviously where, as a rule is the case, the essam?’s rent 1s repre-
sented by one-half of the grain produced on that portion of hisland cultivated by
a sub-tenant, the State cannot renlly in fairness take a half-share of the gross pro-
duce, since that would leave nothing for the assami. The theory that the State is
entitled to a balf-share is inconvenient, and in that the half-assets calculation
must show a potential revenue demand which cannot be taken and soil rates de-
duced from that calculation must largely exceed the Revenue rates to be adopted;
but 8o long as the fiction is maintained, a Settlement Officer has no need to
concern himself as to tho share of the gross produce to be taken as represent-
ing what would be the State due if rent was collected in kind—for the State
being proprietor of the soil in Kashmir takes rent not revenue only.

Kamiona, 1.¢., the amount paid from the undivided produce to those
menials whose co-operation is necessary in agricultural operations, has been
calculated at the ordinary rate of 65 per cent.

The State share of the gross produce should, therefore, be half (100—65)
==46'75 per cent , instead of which the Settlement Officer has takevn in the
Kaudi Circle 48:75 per cent., Nagam Circle 48:75 per cent., and in the Sailaba
Circle 46:875 per cent.

11, For fixing what may be considered fair average rates of yield for
the various crops, we rely on crop experiments, comparison
with the rates adopted for similar tracts for similar classes
of soils and the statements of the cultivators, the latter as givirg a minimum
below which it is unnecessary to go, since the cultivators, in their own interests,
will always state the average outturn at a figure below the truth.

Propored rates of yield.

In dealing with the question in regard to this tract we are confronted
with the difficulty that in regaird to the first and third methods no information
is available The Settlement Officer tells us that there are no statistics of
crop exneriments which hie can put before us on which any reliance can be
placed, aud no statements of the cultivators have been recorded.

In regard to the aksence of reliable crop experiments I exonerate Lala
Pindi Das from all blame. He only joined the service of the State during
last. kharif harvest and the floods and heavy ramnfall of last year made it
inpos-ible for reliable crop experiments to be condncted; but I wust, in my
own defence, animadvert 1o tho strongest terms on the conduct of Rai Bahadur
Lala Narsingh Das, the Inte Settlement Officer, and bardar Amir Singh, the
Agsiztant mettlement Officer, in this connection. I have frequently during the
last few vears issusd the most detailed instructions about the manner in which
these experiinents are to be conducted and bave repeatedly called for the
result« to be sent to me for jnspection and criticism. My instructions have
been disobeyed and my calls fur the returns ignored. Luckily the tract dealt
with possesses alwost identical characteristics with the adjoining Circles of
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the old Sri Pratapsinghpura Taheil and the produce rates asswmed for these
latter are undoubtedly generally suitable for application to the tract. [ should
have been glad of corroborative evidence of the suitability of applying the
rates of yield assumed for the Abi No, 1 Circle to the Nagam Circle, for I
have no doubts as to the fairness of the others, but if there is any slight
difference between the Abi No. 1 Circle and the Nagam Circle in favour of
the latter it is not so large as to vitiate the calculations to a marked degree.

I consider the produce rates assumed generally suitable and do not
propose any modification of them.
12, In Appendix No. XV the half-assets account is worked out in the

usual manner, while the crop and soil rates per acre,
Half-assets acconnts. 1 -
deduced therefrom, arv abstracted and recorded in State-

ment B attached to paragraph 23.
The results of the Sottlement Oficer’s calculation are as follows :—

Rs.

Kandi Circle ... 55,587
Negam ,, 77,237
Sailaba vee 24,980
Total w. 1,507,754

Takivg the State share as 46'75 per cent. the figures come to—

Hs,
Kandi Circle ... 53,258
Nagum |, 74,068
Sailaba ,, 24,914

Total v 1,562,240

The corresponding figures for tho Regular Settlement in this tract, as
given in Statement B attached to paragraph 26, though, as explained, these are
not exact, are—

Rs.

Kandi Circle ... 33,704
Nagam ,, T 42,457
Sailaba ,, . 15,062
Total 91,223

but it must be remembered that at the Regular Settlement no rates of yield
were worked out for each separate talisil.  The rates of yield were bagsed only
on those framed for the Lal and Phak Tahsils.

Taking the value of the State share of the crops at Rx. 1,52,240, the
enhancement of the current revenue demand on land permiesible by this
calculation is Rs, 83,550, cquivalent to & percentage of increase of 122, which
cannot possibly be taken.

Lachh rates of tho Regu- 13. Tn Statement A attached to paragraph 24 the
jar Settloment, revenue and bachh rates of the Regular Settlement are
given.

The chief interest in these figures is the evidence they give thzt the
cultivators of the two upper Circles considered that the irrigated soils were
lightly assessed in comparison with the unirrigated classes of soil, consequently
a portion of the jama assessed op the latter was thrown on the former, whercas
in the Sailaba Circle they held that the value of the moist nambal soil in com-
parison with the irrigated soils, susceptible to damage from floods, had been
under-rated as the greater portion of the culturable area is unirrigated, the
result of working out the revenue on the present cultivated area calculated at
the bachl rates of the Regular Settlement would show that a smaller percentage
on increase was permissible than by the Revenue rates of the Regular Settle.
ment. The latter calculation bas been given in paragraph 7, supra. 1 o uot
counsider it necessary to work out the tachk rates calculation.
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To examine tho bachl rates a little more closely, it will be seen that in
the—

Kandi Cirole, abi 111 soil (digar as it was then styled) was held to be
too highly rated at 75 per cent. of the value of abi soils and at
150 per cent. of the value of khushki soils ;

Nagam Circle, the ratios between the soils as showr by the Revenue
rates seem to have met with general approval;

and in the Sazlaba Circle, ali 117 soil was rated as of the same value
as the rice producing soils, abi I, ab: JI, and abi-nambal. The
Revenue rates on abe 1, abi I1, and abi-nambal were considered pro-
portionately too high end the khushki rate, by comparison, low.

14. In Statement B attached to paragraph 24 the Settlement Offcer
Now assossment 58 & has given a new method, not .previously adopted in any
preportion of the half- Agsessment Report, of calculating what might be considered
asgeta. a fair rate of assessment. His system is to take the
same porcentage of the half-assets calculation for a Circle as the percentage of
the same caloulation taken in Circles ezhibiting similar conditions. The idea
is & clever one, and the results which it gives are worthy of consideration. A
mistake, as it seems to mo, is to include miscellansous items of the revenue
demand in the calculation, as the half-assets are worked out from the produce
of the cultivated area only and the variations in miscellaneous items of revenye
in different parts are considerable. At the same time to omit the miscellancous
items is difficult as the revonue fixed on land is often proportionately decreased
if the revenue taken from miscellancous sourcoes is large.

Taking the proportion of the half-assets which represenls the new
demand in the corresponding Circles of the older portion of the tahsil as 60, 68
and 62 per cent., the Settlement Officer shows that an assessment at gimilar
proportions of the half-assets would beem

s,
Kandi Circle ... 33,822
Nagam ,, o 92,621
Sailaba ,, e. 15,488
Totul .. 1,01,331

——— s e

Tho enhancement of the current demand to this extent would mean, how.
ever, taking a percentage of increase of 43. "T'o take this large enhancement, would
not be unfair, as explained by the Settlement Officerin paragraph 25, in view of
the general prosperity of the country aud of the cultivating olasscs and of the fact,
that the half-assets caleulation now made is 73 por cent higher than the same
calculation made at the time of the Regular Settlement. At the same time
tho Government of India have lately communicated to the Darbar remarks on
the new assessments sanctioned for the older portion of the tahsil, in which
the percentages of increase taken thercin, viz, 33, is stated to have struck
Government as distinctly high. Under these circamstances, I agree with the
Settlement Officer in considering that the increase to be takon should approxi-
mate 30 per cent. only, though on the basis of the prices assumed the increaged
demaud to ho taken from this portion of the tahsil, supposing the aversco
incidence of the old assessments to be similar, should be at a slightly high%r
percentage than in the portion of the tahsil of which the assessments were
lately revised.

15. With this object of koeping the enhancement of tho revenue
demand to a figure which would give an increase of about
30 per cent., the Settlement Officer has proposed hia
Revenuc rates. These if applied in full would give a percentage of increage
of 27. As the miscellaneous items of revenue represent a further increase
of about 5 per cent., the Revonue rates proposed show a sufficient margin
to allow for the assessment of weak estates below full rates. The rates
proposed follow very closely those sanctioned for the corresponding Circles of
the older portion of the tahsil. A difference of annas 2 per acre- only occurs
_in the following soils :—

Revenng rates,
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Kandi Otrele.~Abi 11/ soil increase of annas 2 owing to the higher
goil and crop rates.

Sailaba Oircle.—Increase of annas 2 in the rates proposed for abi 11T
and wari soils and decrease of annas 2 in nambal soil.

The increaso in wari is due to the high crop and soil rates, that in
abi IIT is merely in sympathy with the wars rate, as it is un-
necossary to raise the lattér above that of the irrigated soil
named. The decrease in nambal, a very large area, is due to
the lower soil and crop rates.

The method followed in working out the proposed Revenue rates, as
given in the statement attached to paragraph 25, is self explanatory, the
various rates as stated in annas have been subjected to a close scrutiny by
proportions. The rates are low, as judged by the results of the half-assets
caleulation, oxpressed as soil and crop rates. The reason for fixing them so low
has been explained in the last paragraph. The system of ealculation is merely
referred to as proof that the comparative values of the different olasses of soils
have been carefully kept in mind.

These rates were carefully considered by me in consultation with the
Settlement Officor and still appear to me quite suitable. As the rates are
almost identical with those discussed by me at length in the review of the
Assessment Report of the old Sri Pratapsinghpura Taksil, it seems unneces-
sary to onter into a detailed defence of them again.

An assessment at full Revenue rates would give a demand on land of
Rs, 87,05, whioh, as alrcudy stated, would mean taking a percentage of increase
of 27 on the current revenue demand.

16, The items of miscellaneous revenue in the

Miscellanoous rovonuo.
e * tract are as follows :—

Walnut trees.~These are 5,015 in number, of which 3,205 trees come
under assessment, the remainder being immature or non-fruiting trees. The
rates per tree applied in the corresponding Circles of the old portion of the
tahsil have been taken. These are in all respects suitable. The total demand
permissiblo by the application of these rates is Rs. 1,045.

Fruit trees.—For the same reasons as given in paragraph 7 of my review
of the Assessment Report of the Sri Pratapsinghpura Tahsil, 1t is only proposd
to tax the produce of the grafted apple, pear, quinee and almond trees and
exclude the more perishable forms of fruit from assessment.

The number of each species of the above-menticned trees is—

. Bearing trees 4,525

Graftod Apples "{Immaturc » 1,420
) Bearing trees 4,855

Graftod Pears Immature ,, 389
. Boaring trees 134
Quincos '{Imma.ture s . 6
Bearing trees 29

Almonds Immature ,, 19
- Bearing trces 9,013
Total ** { lmmature ,, 2,079

From the total number of hearing trecs 146 trees have to be deducted us
situated in areas which do not come undoer re-assessment.

For assessment purposes the rates per tree snn(etion.ed for the older
portion of the tahsil and given in the paragraph of the review already wen.
tioned have been applied. These are fair and show that a total demand of
Rs. 1,677 may be taken as revenuo on fruit.

Apricot trees.—The hari trees growing in the arca which comes under

revision number 23,910, of which no fewer than 21,167 are situated in the
Kandi Circle. An assesswment at the same rates per tree as adopted for the
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rest of the tahsil would give Rs. 1,170. These rates are fair, but in view of
the very large nuwmber of these trees in the Kandi Circle, where damage by
bears is a common oceurrence, some reduction from a full demand is made in
the village assessments.

As stated in paragraph 9 of the Report, a Telsiyah demand of Rs. 2,215
is justified by the rates, as compared with the amount of Rs. 1,131 placed on
walput trees and harig at the bachh of the Regular Settlement.

Willow plantations (bedzar).—The willow plantations situated in the
villages of the Hailaba Circle within a few miles of Srinagar are very valuable
propertics. The remarks in connection with the value of willow plantations
recorded in paragraph 4 of my review of the Assessment Report of the Lal
Phak tahsil should be read. Since those remarks were recorded the value of
willow wood hag continued to rise, and to assess so low as Rs. 8 per acre of
bedzar is in eonsideration of the largo profits derived, no longer necessary. Last
autumn I beard of single willow trees selling for as much as Rs. 7 each.

In paragraph 11 the Settlement Officer shows that in the four villages
from which the sale of willow wood is common and the income considerable,
the area under bedzar is 355 acres. He proposes to takea rate of Rs. 5 per acre
on this area. This rate is purely nominal in amount as a portion of theincome
derived from bedzar, but in view of the facts that tho villages in which the
bedzar area is situated suffer severely in years of flood, and that it is suggested
to limit the enhancement of the revenus demand to an increage of about 30
per cent., 1 accept the proposed rate for purpnses of assessment To double
the rate would not, in my opigion and in view of the value of the produce, be
excessive.

Mills.—There are now 64 mills working, of which 62 are flour mills and
2 rice husking mills, in the area which comes undor re-assessment. Of these
5 mills at present pay no revenue and the remainder a total revenue of Rs. 160
only.

heee mills have been classified, according to incume derived, period of
working, sufficiency of power, &ec., by the Settloment Officer as follows :—

1st Class e 28 nills,
2nd ,, e 9,
drd ,, W 10,
4th ” .. h- “ew “aa 17 2

The same class rates as adopted in the older portion of the tahsil, viz., Rs. 8, 6, 4
and 2 per mill bave been applied. These rates appear to me fair and give a
total demand on mills of Rs. 352.

'T'his demand will be a fluctuating assessment, as in the old tahsil and in
the Lal Phak Tahsil. If mills fall out of use the revenue assessed in respect
of those mills will be remitted.

Details of the assessment on mills are given in the register which
aceompanied the Report.

17. In #»e Statement A attached to paragraph 26 are given the results
of applying the Revenue rates aud rates of assessment of
mircellancous revenue in full. From which I abstract the

Assessments.

following details :—

ABEFREMENT ON
CIrcLES. -

fand, | pilow | Malmbund | Gratid | sty | o

Bs, Re. Re. Rs, Rs. Ry,
Kandi ., 25,750 1,852 1318 130 28,854
Naygam ., 46,236 530 288 222 47,276
Sailabn .., 15,064 1,775 33 76 16,948
Totals 87058 | 1,775 2,215 1,677 552 | 08,077
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A full demand at these rates comes, therefore, to Rs. 93,077, which if
taken in full would enhance the current demand by 32 per cent.

The assessment which the Settlement Officer would take amounts to
Rs. 91,600, which represents an enhancement of the current demand by 30
per cent.

The details of this assessment are—-

ABSESEMENT ON
CircLEs,

Land, Bedzar. Telsiyah, Frait. Mills, Total.

Ra. Rs. Ra. Rs, Ras. Ra,

Kondi .., 26,883 . 1,259 1,313 130 28,685
Nagam .., 46,095 830 288 222 47,186
Sailaba .., 13,896 1,775 33 |- 76 15,780
Totale e 86,874 1,776 1,822 1,877 352 91,500

The slight modifications made by we in the village assessments, the
reasons for which will be found recorded against each village in the Revenue
Register which acompanies the Report, cause the following changes in the
above figures :—

AgBFRBSMENT ON
CIRCLES,

Land, Bedzar. Telsiyah, Frait. MiHs. Total,

Rs. Ra. Rs. Rs. Ra, R,
Kandi ... .. 26,088 1,259 1,313 130 28,790
Nagam .., 44,635 630 288 222 46,575
Sailaba ,,, 16,146 1,776 33 - 76 18,030
T otals 86,769 1,776 1,822 1,877 l 362 92,305

—_— - rs

The revised revenue demand which I propose for the sanction of His
Highness the Maharaja in Council amounts, therefore, to Rs. 92,395, This
represents an enhancement of the current demand of Rs, 70,381 on these
villages by Rs. 22,014 or by a percentage of increase of 31-2.

18. I recommend for sanetion that, as in the rest of the tahsil, the only
cesses to be levied now be lambarderi cess at Rs, 4-11-0
per cent. of revenue and patwar cess at Rs. 3-14-6 per cent.

of revenue as advocated in paragraphs 36 and 87.

19, The financial results of my proposals are as

Cessos,

Financial resnlts.

follows :—
Curreut Proposed.
Ra. Rs,
Assesament on Land . ed i f 68,710 86,769
Do, Bedzar .., e e e 1,776
Do, Telsiyah ... e - 1,311 1,822
Do, Fruoit, e o e 200 1,677
Do, Water Mills ‘o - " 160 362
Total Revenue 70,381 93,395 T
Cesaoes 4,927 7,940
Gaaxp Totarn w 76,308 1,00,3;-—
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Including ocesses the total enhancement of the eurrent demand will
amount to Rs, 25,027 and the percentage of increase taken 33.

20 The area held by chakdars under Rogulation No. 6, in regard to

Area excluded from re- Which the period of progressive ussessment has not yet

sasesgment, expired, congists of 1,671 acres, of which 1,026 aores are at

present under cultivation. When this area is re-assessed at full rates it is

caloulated that the current demand on this will be enhanced by Rs. 553. - A list

of tho chaks and the dates on which the ourrent demand should be revised
will be supplied to the Revenue Department.

The area held by jagirdars whose jagirs were assessed with the Mian
jagir villages and on which the current demand will not be revised for two years
to come, amounts to 417 acres, at persent assessed at Ra. 623,

Au area of 378 acres is held by the State amani. Buch area consists
of State gardens, &c., and has been excluded from assessment. Leases for
such land are arranged by auction.

The area under krisham grass is reported (vide paragraph 10) to be 168
acres in extent and to be situated in six villages of the Sailaba Cirele, Iieases for
this produce will be separately given in accordance with the orders contained
in the Resolution of the State Council No. 5, dated 25th September 1903,

21. As sanctioned by the Reaolution of the State Council No. 8, dated
Chakdars of non-culti- 29th September 1908, the concession allowed to old
vating claszes. chakdars and chakdars under Regulation No. 6, who are
not members of the regular cultivating classes and are safed-posh, not culti.
vating the land themselves, should be extended to these villages and a remission,
to the extent of 12} per cent. of the revenue asgessed on such holdings in accord-
ance with the backh rates, granted. The area of such chaks, as given in the
statement attached to paragraph 33, is—cultivated 1,684 acres, uncultivated 338
acres, at present assessed at Rs. 4,523.

The amount of the concession to be granted is roughly calculated at
Rs. 700 (vide paragraph 26).

22, In Appendices XVI and XVII attached to the Report will be found a
list of the muafi grants at present existing in these villages,
The number of grantais eight, the area held by the muafidars
consists of 467 acres ocultivated and 212 acres uncultivated. The amount
of revenue alienated is Bs. 1,583.

Alienations of revonue.

The area- held in jagir by Mians of 8Bogam is mentioned in ﬁaragraph
19, supra. In regard to the conditions under which these jagirs are held, as to
which the Settlement Officer is in doubt (vide paragraph 31), the orders
contained in the Resolution of the State Council No. 12, dated the 27th February
1897, apply.

23. The proposals, in regard to improving the distribution of the
available irrigation, made in connection with the water-
courses of the old portion of the tahsil and sanctioned by
the State Council in their Resolution No. 1, dated the 25th September 1902,
sbould be considered applicable to this portion of the tahsil also.

Irrigativn.

24. I agree to the proposals made in paragraph 35 inregard to zaildars

Zaildats and safedposh 8nd safedposh inams. At the present time there is one

inuas, zaildar, Haji Ahmad of Charar Sharif, who has rendered
we useful service, and two safedposh inamdars alive (vide Appendix No. XIX).

25. The proposals in regard to malikana follow those sanctioned by the
Resolution of the State Council No. 20, dated the 25th
September 1903, and are correct. The amonnt which the
State will receive as malikana in respect of revenue alienated in muafi will
amount to something over Rs. 100. Malikana will not be taken in respect of
revenue alienated in jagir till the Mian jagir villages are re-assessed, in accord-
ance with the decision of the State Council recorded as Resolution No. 29,
dated the 21st February 1902,

Malikans.,
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26. I agree that the same rules as applied to the rest of the tahsil in
regard to the cultivation of waste areas should apply to
this portion of the tahsil also.

27. Provided orders are paseed on this Report in s month or 8o, I see
Currency of the new 1O Teason why carrency should not be given to the revised
sasesrments. assessments with effeot from the rabi harvest of Sambat
1961. As it will be inconvenient to have the.period of Settlement expired at a
different date from that on which the assessments of the old tahsil will expire,
I propose that the term of Sottlement be not fixed at ten years, but to expire
concurrently with -the assessments of the old Sri Pratapsinghpura Tahsil, I
differ, therefore, from the proposals made in paragraph 39 of the Report.
28. 1 agree that the revenue be collected in the same number of instal-
ments and that these be on the same dates as in force in the
rest of the tahsil.

29. The Report, which-isa commendably brief, ig full of the data neces-
Commendstion of -the 8ary to enable His Highness the Maharajain Counecil to
Bettloment Officar. judge of the frirness of the proposed assessments. It has
been presented in & workmaunlike manner, and I commend Lala Pindi Das for
%e ls]ati.sfactory manner in which he has prepared his first Assessment Report in
ashmir,

Waate land,

Insialments.

J. L. KAYE, Masog,
SriNAGAB: Settlement Commissioner,
26th March 1904, Jammu and Kashmir State.
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