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PREFACE.

As explained in paragraph 52 of this report, I was transferred from the
Kulu subdivision in November 1891 before the distribution of the new land
revenue was complete. A final report on the settlement could not have been
prepared before 1895, in which year the assessment of the Waziri Ripi was
finally sanctioned by Government. My time was then too fully occupied with
the settlement of Dera Ghdzi Khan for me to write a report, and I have only
this year been ordered by Government to do so. It was originally intended
that I should contribute a few chapters to the Final Report of the Kéngra
Settlement, but the much regretted death of Mr. O’Brion prevented this, as
his successor, Mr. A. Anderson, was acquainted only with the work which had
been done in Kdngra. This report, however, is merely a supplement to Mr,
Anderson’s, and does not recapitulate any matter in the latter which is common
to both Kéngra and Kulu. T have followed the arrangement of Mr. Anderson's
report, and have mentioned, I believe, all points in respect of which the procedure
followed or the decisions arrived at were different in the two parts of the
district.

A, H. DIACK.



FINAL REPORT

REVISED SETTLEMENT
KULU SG;EDIVISION

KANGRA DISTRICT.

CHAPTER L
DESCRIPTIVE AND STATISTICAL.

The Kulu subdivision consists of three tracts of country, each of a
Divisionsof Kula for sa.  Widely different character from either of the others. For
miuistrativo purposes and administrativo purposesit is divided into two tahsils, called,
by natural features. respectively, Kulu and Sardj (the latter often erroneously
called Plich from the name of the village in which the old tahsil building was
situated), but this division has been made with roferonce to the distribution of
popnlation and of arable land., aud,takes no account of the triple division by
physical features The Sarij tahsil and the greater part of the Kulu tahsil
taken together form a homogeneous traet, which is generadly veferred to as
Kulu proper. The other two tracts form the remainder of the Kulu tabsil and
are called, respectively, Lihul and Epiti.

9. Kaulu proper mecludes thg upper portion of the Beds valley, together
Boundary of Kala proper with a small piece of the Sutlej valley, and its area is
oundary PIOPER 1,934 square miles.  On the north a very bigh mountain
range separates it from the valley of the Chendb, which at this pointisincluded in
Léhul. The western boundary is more complex. T'owards the north it is the
ridge which forms the water-shed betweon the Beids and the Rivi, the latter
stream rising on the other side of it and flowing through the Bara Bangghal
" taluga of the Pdlampur tahsil of Kdngra. Further south an offshoot from that
ridge divides Kulu from the valley of the Ul, which in the upper portion of its
course flows through the Chhota Bangdhal taluga of Pdlampur, and in the lower
through Mandi State. About half way down the western border of Kulu the
boundary quits this spur and turns to the east down to the bank of .the Bedg
river, which for the next ten miles of its courge southward is the boundary
between Kulu and Mandi State. "The river then turns abruptly to the ‘west,
and flows through Mandi territory. At the point where it turns it is joined
from the east by the Sainj stream which separates the Kulu tahsil on the north
from the Sarij tabsil on the south. Close to its confluence with the Beds the
Sainj is joined from the south by another stream, the Tirthan, which for the next
few miles, as far as the village of Manglaur, forms the western boundary of
Kulu. Between its source and Mauglaur the course of the Tirthan is from
east to west lying entirely within the limits of Kulu, and from Manglaur south-
wards the western boundary of Kulu is a small tributary of the Tirthan risin
in a high ridge (the Jalori), which ruuning east and west bisects the Sardj
tahsil. From the source of that tributary the boundary crosses the ridge in
a straight live southwards to the source of a similar small stream, which flowing
in a southerly direction falls into the Sutlej and separates Kulu from, on the
upper part of its course, Mandi, and on the lower part, Suket State. The
southern boundary of Kulu is formed by the Sutlej, which divides it from the
Simla district, from several petty Native States under the control of the
Deputy Commissioner of Simla, and from the larger State of Rampur Bushahr.
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The eastern boundary 1s towaras the north, the very high range separating the
Beds valley from Spiti,' which is the valley of the Spiti river, a tributary of the
Sutlej. This range running southwards gives off first the. Pérbati river and
then the Sainj and the Tirthan already mentioned as tributaries of the Beds,
and then throws out the lateral ridge which bisects the Sardj tahsfl. South of
this ridge the eastern boundary of Kulu separates the subdivision from the
Rémpur Bashahr State which lies on both sides of the Sutlej. It runs down a
spur projecting southwards from the ridges into the valley of the Karnad, a
small affluent of the Sutlej, and thon follows the Karnad down to its junction
with the river.

3. Ldhul is bounded on the south by the Bira Bangibal taluga of

Kingra and by Kulu proper, on the east by Waziri %piti,
on the north by the Laddkh Province of Cashmere and on
the west by Chamba State.  To the south and east the boundary is formed by
the crests of two mountain ranges, which give off southwards the Rédvi and
Beds rivors and south-castwards the Spiti stream. T'be two ranges culminate
at their junction in a great snowy peak more than 21,000 feet above the sea,
and the highest in the subdivision, known by many names, of which the most
popular is Deo-tibba. On their north sides the two ranges sivk abruptly down to
the Jeft edge of the Chendb, or Chandra, of which Lahul is the cradle. The crest
of the ridge on the north or right bank of the Chendb, which has an’ average
elevation of more than 18,000 feet above the sea, is included in Lahul. It forms
the water-shed between the Chendb aud the Indus, and the northern bound-
ary of Léhul extonds a little to the north of it, so that all the six rivers of the
Punjab, except the Jhelum, draw some part of their waters direct from the
Kéngra district.  To the west the Chendb forces its way into Chamba through a
very narrow valley, and the boundary on this side is for the most of its length
formed by the summits of high spurs thrown out from the ranges to the north
and south of the Chendb valley. Lihul contains an area of 2,255 square miles,

Boundaries of Lahul.

4. Spiti (the s is silent) is completely hemmed in by lofty mountaiu

' ranges of an average elevation of 18,000 feet or more
above the sea, which divide it from Kulu proper and from
Ldhul on the west, from Rimpur Bashabr State on tho south, from Great Tibet
on the east, and from Laddkh on'the north. 1t consists of the upper valley of
the Spiti river which rising from the western Himalaya at an elevation of about
16,000 fcet and at a point not far distant from the source of the Chendb pursues
a south-easterly course, leaves Spiti by a gorgoe cut through the mountain range
to tle east and thereafter flows through Rampur Bashahr State to join the
Sutlej. The arca of Spiti is 2,155 square miles.

Boundaries of Spiti.

5. The subdivision is divided into aziris which correspond to the

Division of Kulw into f@lugds of Kdngra proper. Lidhul and Spiti are each a
wastrts or talugds: their waziri, Kulu proper, which contains a total area of 1,934
boandaries. square miles and forms a strip of country about eighty
miles in length and varying from twenty to fifty miles in breadth, is divided
into six waziris, four of which, with T.dhul and Spiti, make up the Kulu tahsfl,
while the other two form the Plich tahsil. Waziri Parol occupies the northern
extremity of Kulu proper, and oxtends from the source of the Beds gsouthwards
along both banks of that river. On the right bank its southern boundary is
the Phojalati stream, an affluent of the Beds. South of the Phojalati Wasiri
Lag Sari occupies the whole of the right or west bank of the Beds down to the
Sarwari,* another tributary of the Beds, which forms the northern boundary of
Waziri Lag Mahdrdja, and includes the whole of the remainder of the part of
Kulu proper lying to the west of the Beds. On the left or east bank' of the
river Waziri Parol extends down to its junction with the Pirbati, and includes
a portion but not the whole of the northern half of the valley of that stream.
The remainder of the part of the Kulu tabsfl lying to the east of the Beds forms
Waziri Rupi, which is separated on the south from the Pléch tahsi by the Sainj
and on the north from Waziri Parol by the Pérbati up to its junction with the
Maléna stream, an affinent from the north, and from that point onwards by the

% Both Lag Sari and Lag Maliéréia protrude towards the sources of

4o the nouth Of thsse streams tho Phojalati and the Barwari, a little
nor ]



spur which is the watershed between the Maldua stream aud ‘the Pdrbati and
which is an off-shoot from the great range of mountains to the north. Wasziri
Inner Bardj (or Sardj Jénib Beds) comprises the whole of the tract between the
Sainj on the north and the Jalori ridge runming through the middle of the
Sardj tabsil on the south, while Waziri Outer Sarj (or Sardj Jdnib Sutlej)
stretches southwards from the ridge to the Sutlej. 'I'he areas of the six woziiis
are approximately estimated to be as follows :— : '

’ Square miles.
e o e 496

Waziri Parol .

Lag Mahérija ... 84
Lag San . . 94
Rapr I 677
Tnner Sard) e s 308
Outer Saréj .. . 275

6. As the name implies each waziri was under the R4jds, governed by
Division of wazfefs into A WAZIr ov civil governor. This wazfr was subordinate
kothis nud of the kothis of * t0 the Prime Minister, or Chauntra Wazir. The wazlri
Kulu proper into phatis. was subdivided into Eothis and each kothi was further
subdivided into phatis, and this arrangement continues almost unchangod to
the present day. The origin of tho name kothi is thesgranary or store-house |
in which the collections of reveune in kind from a cireuit of hamlets wero
stored ; from meaning the granary the word kothi came to be apphied to the
circuit of hamlets which supplied its contents. As the collections were made
from the landowners according to the hamlets in which they were resident, it
often happened that fields lying within the territorial limits of one Lsthi were
considered to beloug to another kothy because their owner happoned to reside
in the latter. The boundaries of  these circuits were consequently somewhat
vague, and in the waste they were often indistinct owing to the indifference
with which the property in waste land was regarded prior to British rule.
Generally, however, a kotht comprised the whole of a ridge or spur lying
between two streams, or a strip of a mountain side botween the river and the
summit of the mountain range limited in the other two directions by small
glens or ravines. 'This is the case now with all kothis, and the anonaly of land
belonging to a Lothi, though situated beyond its limits. was done away with
ab the revision of settlemont now reported on. The boundaries of phatis were
at the same timo (with two exceptions) clearly demarcated. These were
formerly very vague because the phati was a subdivision not so much of the
land as of the population of the kothi for the apportionment of the share of
servioe or forced labour to be rendered by them to the State. The following
statement shows the number of kothis and phatis in Kulu proper :—

Mmberof || Nnkerf
4

Lag Mahérja 6 - 22
Lag Sari S 13
Parol - -6 31
Ripi o » 6 17
Tomor 8818 .. e e e e e 14 39
Outer Sardj e e 11 43
Total vos oo | 48 170

Léhul is divided into 14 and Spiti into & kothis. In” these waziris
the kothis are mot subdivided into phatis, and in Spiti the boundaries of kathis
are not demarcated as in Kulu, 'The word grdnw or gdnt is not in thege
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Lills synonymous with mauza as in the plains; the word is applied merely to a
hamlet or collection of houses and the cultivation around it. The phali is
composed of a number of such grdnws or hamlets, and in its primary signification
as a subdivision of the people of a kothi took no account of the waste land.
And similarly the kothi as an aggregate of two or more photis was a sub-
division effected with regard only to the cultivated land and its produce. It
was the kothi which was taken by Mr. Barnes at the regular settlement of
1831 as his fiscal unit equivalent to the mauza of the plains. Under the Sikhs
each kothi had borne a separate assessment, and it was desirable that the new
assessment should follow the old lines as much as possible.

7. Kulu may be approached from the plains by three routes: (1) wid
Patbankot Railway Station and Kdngra or Dharmsdla,
(2) vid Simla, and (3) vid Jullundur and Hoshidrpur.
The main trade route is the first. It enters Kulu proper at the centre of its
western boundary near Sultdnpnr, which is the only town in the subdivision.
From Sulténpur a good mule road runs northward up the Beits valley over the
water-shed between it and the Chendb, and on through Ldhul to the boundary
of J.adékh. Thence onwards as far as Leh it is maintained by the Cashmere
State, and it is one of the main highways for commerce with Ydrkand and
Central Asia. Tle second route is also a good mule road ranuing southwards
down the Beds valley and ou through Sardj to the Sutlej, after crossing which
it joine the Hindustdun-Tibet road to Simla. The third route is not now much
made use of by traders. A good road ruus up the Pdrbati valley and another
leaves the Sultdnpur-Simla road near the village of Manglaur, and runs south-
eastwards to the bank of the Sutlej opposite Rdmpur, where there is a rope and
cradle bridge across the river. There 18 a substantial bridge over the Sutlej on
the Sultdnpur-Simla road, and on all the roads above-mentioned tho streams are
crossed by good wooden bridges. ~Off these routes the paths and bridges are of
the rudest doscription. The foot-paths are the merest tracks if required by the
hillmen only for themselves to go by, but slightly improved if required for
sheep and goats, and rather more so if used by cattle. Coolie carriage is the
only form of transport used by the people in Kulu proper. In Lahul and Spiti
there are ponics, and these are capable of going over the roughest paths.
Sultdnpur is the trade centre of the subdivision. Nagar, the hcad-quarters of
the Assistant Commissioner and Forest Officer, is a large village, and Banjar,
the head-quarters of the Sardj tahsil is'a small hamlet. The chiof places in
Léhul and Spiti are the large villages of Kyelang and Dankhar.

Communicationsand towns.

8. The following table shows the averagg, rainfall at the two tahsil head-
quarters and at Nagar according to the Meteorological reporter’s figures : —

|

From 1lst April| From lst Oc-
Name of place. to Septeraber |tober to March Total °f‘ the
30th. 31st. year.

Nagar o e 287 24-02 527
Kulu (Sultanpur)... 3818 89 470
Banjar 36:79 794 4473

These stations are central, and the figures represent fairly the rainfall
experienced in villages of medium elevation, The monsoon rainfall, however,
varies very much locally, and is less than the tables shown in the lower parts
of tho Beds basin and in the lowlying land along the Sutlej. At a higher eleva-
tion more rain falls, and on the slopes towards the head of the Beds valley and
also along the Jalori ridge and a spur which it -throws out down the centre of
Outer Sardj the rainfall is exoessive. The winter rains are of importance for
the rabi erops, and the snow which falls in that season on the higher hills forms-
& store of water for irrigation in the summer when it is melted by the sun. The
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following are the estimated depths of snow in five successive years on selected
summits : —

DEPTR OF 8XOW ON ApmiL 257w,
Tabail, Name of pass and height,
‘ 1888. 1889, 1890. 1891, 1808,
Kale Rotang, 18,000 feet e 4 18% 6 10 8
' Hamts, 14,600 foet ... .. 3 18 8 [Not known %
Bbubhu, 10,000 feet ... ... 4 3 14 3
8ri Kand, 15,000 ... .. .. 14 55 17 86 6
Jalori, 10,600 feet . e 1 1 4
Gargarasan, 17,000 feot .., v 7 2 8 12
Bashleo, 11,000 feot 1 , 2 2 4
The mid-Himalayan range, which is the southern boundary of Lghul,

forms a barrier which the monsoon currents that force their way up to the
Beds and R4vi valleys cannot cross and the high mountain ranges between
which the Chenéb flows after it leaves Lahiil form gimilar barriers to the west.
The result is that Léhul enjoys ‘a comparatively rainless climate though the
snowfall in winter is severe. The following table obtained from the Rev.
A. W. Heyde of the Moravian Mission at Kyelang shows the fall registered in
three specimen years :-—

Snow (melted) De- N
YEAR. cember and Jaunary Rain J‘";)e to Novem-
to May. or.
1884 ... o 33-43 12-84
1889 ... o 1404 6-64
1890 ... o e e 1211 17-39

The rainfall during the summer of 1890 was the heaviest observed by
Mr. Heyde during a residence of more than thirty years in Léhul. The cone
ditions in Spiti are similar: there iz less rain and a greater snowfall than in
Léhul. Both villages are cut off from communication with Kulu proper and
the outer world in the winter, Léhul for two or three months and Spiti for
longer.

9. The population of the subdivision as returned

Popalation : rate of in-

crease: Density. in 1568, 1881 and 1891 is given in the following table :—
'POPOLATION 1N
TRACT. :
1868. 1881. 1891,

Kulu proper e 90,313 100,259 105,651
Léhul e 5,970 5,760 5,982
BPith e e e e 3,024 2,862 | 3,548

Total  ve ' 99,307 108,881 115,181
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The population of Kulu proper increased by 115 per cent. between 1868
and 1831 and by 59 per cent, between 1881 and 1891, The rate of increase,
however, was not uniform throughout the tract, and in the densely populated
waziri of Inner Sardj was as low as 3'5 during the latter decade. In Léhul the
census of 1891 was the first that wag taken simultaneously with that of the rest
of India by enumerators belonging to the country. In Spiti the enumeration
was made both in that year and in 1881 not simultaneously with the census
elsewhere, but after the opening of the passes in the early summer, which is the
time of year when a number of the people leave their valley for a time to get
supplies, and the difference between the two enumerations is due to the exodus
“having commenced earlier in the one year than in the other. The following
‘table shows the density of population :—

Population per squars

o mitle of cultivit
Waziri. . land i:fy cenzsus i_tii"

1891.
Parol, Lag Sari and Lag Mabdrdja ... -, 939
Ripi v s 902
Iuner Sardj ... .. oo ver 1,008
Outer Saraj 853
Léhul v e e e e 1,300
Spiti ver . . 1,775

The high fgures for Lihul and Spiti are remarkable.

All the cultivation in these villages is irrigated and the harvests are very
gecure and a small cultivated area can support a larger number of people than
elsewhere; it is also the case that the natives of these cold and sterile valleys,
who are mainly Buddhists, eat lighter meals than the Hindis of Kulu ;. and there
is actually some export of grain from Léhul and Spiti to Tibet. The cultivated
area of these valleys, too, is probably under-estimated ; it has not yet been care--
fully measured as in Kulu proper.

10. 1In Kulu proper and Sardj the population is almost entirely Hindu,
Distribation of popula- and the few Muhammadans who are found there ave
tion by religions and castes  immigrants from Laddkh. The bulk of the inhabitants
in Kalu proper o oo (61,665) aro Kanets who own 66 per cent. of the total
by castes: smalloees of cultivated area and who when asked their caste answer
holdings. zaminddr as readily as Kanets. They claim to be of im-
pure Rdjpit origin but they are probably of aboriginal stock; they -are not
strict observers of caste except in Outer Sardj. The Kanets are exclusively
agriculturists and shepherds and are industrious and thrifty cultivators. They
are sober as well as thrifty, and it is only in the three waziris at the head of the
Beas valley that drinking is indulged in. The average size of a Kanet’s holding
is 4 acres of cultivated land. 'Y'he smallness of holdings is exaggerated by
" the fact that the returns relating to them are necessarily based on the returns
for each phati and that many proprietors hold ind in two or more phutis. Thus
the estates of the seven Europeans who owned land in Kulu at the time of the
revision of settlement were shown as 86 holdings. Brahmans own 6 per cent. of
the cultivated land, They are scarcely to be distinguished in appearance from
Kanets, but their caste absolves them from taking part in any irksome kind.
of labour, and though most of them have no scruples against following the
plough they are an idle lot. The average size of a Brahman’s holding is 3
acres. The majority of the impure or low-caste people were returned at the.
census of 1891 as Dagis in Kulu and as Kolis in Sardj and were 29,013 in num-
ber and owned 8 per cent. of the cultivated area. In dress and customs they
do not differ materially from Kanets, except that they are generally poorer and
have no caste scruples. A Dagi’s holding averages 2 acres. A large area
was assigned by the Rdjis of Kulu as endowments in perpetnity to temples
and idols, and about 18 per cent. of the total cultivated area continues to be so
held. - In conferring land in this way the Rija divested himself of his lordship
and conferred it upon the idol or shrine and the cultivator thenceforward paid
rent and did service in respect of snuch land to the shrineand not to the Rdja.
_An area of 1,540 acres was at the time of revision of settlement owned by
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Europeans. Nearly the whole of it lies in the Beds valley, and it forms 54 per
cent. of tho total cultivated area of Waziris Parol, Lag Sari and Lag ' Mahdrdja.
The cultivated area as ascertained by meusurement at revision of settlement
was as follows :—

Wazir:. Area in acres.
La.g Mahﬁtéj& "o e . see ) e Y] 8,172
Lag Sari ... e . vee e - e 5,216
Parol .re see ver e XX voe e 14,396
Riipi veo e 10,123
Total Tahsfl Kulu, excluding Lihul and Spiti ... 37,907
Outer Sarij 24,241
Ioner Saraj vor o 11,212
Total Tahsfl.Sari ... ... 35,453
Granp TotaL 73,360

The average size of a holding is from 3 to 4 acres only and the average
'land rovenue -per holding is Rs. 4 to Rs. 5, but the smallness is exaggerated for
the reason given above.

The produce of the holding is sufficivnt for the maintenance of the pro-
prietor and his family, and they have many miscellancous sources of income from
which to pay tho land revenue.

11. The population of Lihul is mainly composed of so-called Kanets,
Population and religion of but they RI:G different in a_ppeara'nco from the Kanets of
‘Téhul: size of holdings: cal-  Kulu, their features being of the Mongolian type.
tivated arca. Ldhul is divided into three main - valleys: those of the
Chandra and the Bhéga, callod, respectively, Rangloi and Gara, and that of their
united streams, the Chandra Bhéga or Chendb, called Paltan. The inhabitants
of Rangloi and Gara are without exception Kanets and their religion is rather
Buddhist than Brahmanical. Paltan is said to have been populated from
Chamba and elsewhere, and the people are more Ilindu than Buddhist. Through-
out Ldhul the people ure careful and laborious cultivators. = Much of the feld
work is done by women. 'The holdings in cultivated land do not now differ
materially from zaminddri holdings elsewhere, but were originally regarded as
allotments held subject to feudal service. The total cultivated area iz 2,913
acres and the average size of a holding i3 1-77 acres; 45 per cent. of the hold-
ings are small, less than one ucre each, 45 per cent. average, i.e., more than
one acre and less than four acres; and 10 per cent. are large, exceeding 4 acres.
In addition to the arca returned as cultivated there is an almost equal area in
which meadow grass is grown to be made in hay.

12.  Iu Spitithe religion of the people is the Buddhism of Tibet, and
o . there is no distinction of caste such as there is amon

hﬁsr:“ulllt:vnglﬁg:tr:d Hindids. The great mass of the peasantry returned them%
proprietary tenures. gselves at the census of 1891 as ehha-zhing or middle class,
midway, that is between noble families, of which there are two in Spiti, and the
menial and artisan classes. They are suspected of eating beef and have no
scruples against working in leather as the Kanets have. The cultivated area
was cstimated at rovision of settlement at 1,252acres. The custom of primogeni«.
ture prevails, and as soon -as the eldest son marries a wife he succeeds to the
family estate and to tho ancestral dwelling or tlie * big iouse " (khang-chhen) as
it is called locally, whence its occupant, the head of the family, is known as khang-
chhen-pa. On his succession the father retires to a smaller house (/hang-chung),
whence he is called khang-chung-pa, receives a definite plot of land for his main-
tenance, and has nothing more t& do with the family estate and its burdens.
His younger sons, the brothers of the khang-chhen-pa, are sentin their child-
hood to Buddhist monasteries in which they spend their lives, unless in the
event of the Lhang-chhen-pa failing to beget issue one of them elects to abandon
the monastic lifo and take his eldest brother’s place in the family. In addition.
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to the two kinds of estates referred to above, the large holdings which descend
intaot from eldest som to eldest son and the smaller plots which similarly de-
soend from ousted father to ousted father, there are still smaller (yang-chung)
plots held by the grandfather if he survives the ousting of his eldest sor by his.
eldest grandson, by female or illegitimate relatives of the family, or by the
tenants. The holders of these plots are called yang-chung-pas. The average
size of & khang-chhen-pa’s holding is three acres and of the smaller holdings one
acre,

18. There are two classes of temants in Kulu: (1) tenants holding-

Tenancy tonuros of the under individual landlords, and (2) tenants of temple
subdivision. lands. Of the tenants of the first class those from whom
the proprietor takes rent in the form of a share of the produce (almost invari-
ably one-half) go by the name of ghdru, while those who pay fixed rent in lump
sums of cash or amounts of grain are called utkru. The tenant makes use of
his own cattle and supplies the necessary manure. Generally the straw is
divided as well as the grain unless grass is plentiful and the owner does not
ocare to take it. It may be said generally both of ghdrus and of wthrus that
pone of them possess rights of occupancy. In connection with the revision of
settlement several suits were instituted to establish occupauncy rights, but rarely
with success. Temple tenants also are of two classes: (1) those called bhato
who hold fields rent free in liou of service rendered to the temple whick ia
generally hereditary, and (2) tenants who pay rent. 'The amoudt paid by a
tenant of the latter class is generally a fixed quantity of grain, butter and oil,
and is nearly always small, and it may be doubted whether the status of such
cultivators is not higher even than that of occupancy tenants, for in some cases
where assignments to temples have been regumed the quondam tenants pay the
revenue and cesses due on their tenancies to the headman of the kothi direct and
render nothing whatever to the temple. In Léhul very little land is let out to
tenants, but it is the custom in the Thikars’ jdgirs there to grant plots cf land
rent free to members of the jégirddr’s family or to his hereditary servant in con-
sideration of their cultivating the jégirddr’s land for him, or rendering personal
domestio service to him. When land is let to a tenant a cash rent is usually
paid, otherwise the landlord takes ‘half the gross produce. In Spiti a good
deal of land is let to tenants who generally pay rent in kind, amounting to half
the gross produce of the land with sometimes a small cash payment in addition.

14. In Kulu proper some of the hamlets are situated as low as 2,500
o feet and others as high as 9,000 feet above the sea, and
rops and methods of . .

cultivation and irrigation  COnsequently a large variety of. crops is produced. In
in Kuln proper. the valleys and on the hillsides up to an elevation of 5,000
feet or even higher if the aspect is favourable, maizo is grown to a very large
extent and is the chief "kharif crop in unirrigated land. A large proportion of
the area yields two harvesis a year, and in addition to wheat, which is the crop
most valued in the rabi, much barley, opium, sarson and pulses are grown.
Further up the mountain side the cold is unfavourable to the cultivation of
maize, and its place is taken by kodra,* chini,t kangni,} ogal,§ and seriira.]] A
fair proportion of the land yields two harvests in the year, but as wheat ripens
too late to be followed by a kharif crop more barley is grown than wheat in the
rabi. Above an elovation of 7,000 feet saridra and buckwheat (kathu)¥ are
almost the only crops in the kharif, except that small patches near villages are
cultivated with hemp. Only a small portion of the land yields two harvests in
the year, and barley is the chief crop ix the rabi, though in -Sarsj the poppy
grows well even at s high elevation. Potatoes are grown ir places in such
land.” This zone extends up to 8,000 feet or higher, and hamlets are not gen-
erally to be found at a greater elevation, but up to 9,000 feet or more there are-
stretches of cultivation of a kind called kutal. It istoo high to bear any rabi
crop but wheat, or any kharif crop but buckwheat. The soil is rich and very
fine, wheat is to be seen growing upon it, though the seed if sown lower down
comes to mothing The percentage borne by the area artificially irrigated
(known as ropa in Upper Kulu and as kidr in Outer Sardj) to the total cultivated
area is 14 in the richer waziris of Parol, Lag Mahdrdja and Lag Sdri; 4in

# Elousine corocana. + Panicum miliaceum, 3 Pennisstum Italicum § Fagopyrum eniarginatum. || Amaranthus
nadrddna. Y Fagopyrum esculentum. ) :
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Ripi and in Outer Sardj, and less than 1 inIuvner Sarfj. Rice is the only
crop grown on such land in the kharif harvest. A rabi orop is also grown on
it wherever the aspeot and elevation permit the crop to ripen before the com-
meacement of the rice-planting season. In the lower rice lands wheat fulfils
this condition and is preferred, as it is more valuable than barley, und in Quter
Sard]- the poppy is also grown, but in the higher lands only barley can be
obtained. Water is not given to the rabi crops from the kuhl or water-courss,
exocept in seasons of exceptional drought. The -rice land is carefully terraced
into level fields. The water-course which supplies the irrigation is often
brought from a long distance, and, having its head high up the valley of the
torrent which feeds it, has sometimes to be conducted by means of wooden
aqueducts round oliffs and across streame. 1f it falls oat of order the work of
mauny hands is required to put it in repair, and there is an organized system of
long standing for collecting labour. The few tea gardens of Kulu are in
Jrrigated land which has a right to receive water from a kukl. The climate of
Kulu is not well suited for tea. 'The quality of the leaf is excellent, but the
flush of leaf is not heavy. All kinds of Kuropean fruit and vegetables can
however be grown with success, and the orchards, planted by Captain R. C. Lee
at Bundrol about 30 years ago, and those at Dobhi now held by Mr. W. H.
Donald, yield large and very fine pears and apples which find a ready sale in
Simla and in other big stations both in the hills and in the plains. Smaller
orchards have been planted by other gentlemen, but the prospects of the friit
trade would be better if commmnnjcations between Kulu and Simla on the one
hand and the railway on the other were improved. Sugarcane was introduced
gome years before the revision of settlement in Colonel Rennick’s estate by
Arding who have settled there as tenanta.

The following table shows the percentage of the cultivated area occupied
by each of the more important crops :—

l £ 3 o 3|4

5 E % -3 &

Wasiri. 3 £ . o §

g a1 3

gl s g Ea R IE g s 1]elE|E e

14 885121313 2 5|8(5|8)8 (38 ¢

4 M| o 'a|d &k 4 é ol 8 |e a

i =
Parol, Leg Biri and| 14'57| 14'73 1108 7'374'69(2:49! 19°01| 73°91| 40-01] 13°33)2'56{1°80/1-24] 58'93]133:84| 82'84
Lag Mahérija. |

Repi .. .. .| ©56 24-39i 864 | 5'19)8'57/2:16( 20'32| 60-26] 37'94| 21°03;3-26(6°07|1-08| 67-38136:64] 36'64
IonerSarkj .. .| 2'US| 37'90, 4:06| 10°564'83(8:01 15:81) 63-39| 85'95 35-22] ... |8-38( ‘88| 75:43/137-84) 3784
.Outer ,, .. .| 698 421 1218 11'10 3-42281] 1938 5764 4540 2807 .. |8 '48| 7998 190'83) 3082

15. InLéhul cultivation is possible only with the aid of irrigation, and

Crops and methods of Water is obtainable in abundance from the torrents that
caltivation and irvigation  feed the three rivers. Very little land is irrigated from
in Bpiti. the rivers themselves, as they flow between steep high
banks. The fields lie either on naturally level plateaux on the banks of the
‘torrents, or in terraces on the hill side wherever a channel can be brought from
the nearest side stream without much difficulty and without danger of its
being injured by avalanches or falling rocks. Owing to the slight rainfall the
mountain slopes are very bare of vegetation, and the plots of cultivation dotted
about upon them are a pleasant contrast to the surrounding desolation. .The
few natural forests of Léhul are not sufficient to provide a full supply of fuel
-and fodder for the inhabitants and their cattle and sheep, and to make up the
deficiency willow trees are thickly planted along the banks of the irrigation
channels and in marshy places. The willows are pollarded, and the branches
are cut every fourth year. TPoplars are also freely planted.
Snow lies over the whole of Léhul from December generally
till the end of April. Daring that time no agricultural work is possible. Plough-
ing begins in May when the snow has melted off the ground. Sometimes in the
‘higher villages after a late winter the snow has to be cleared off the fields with
-wooden shovels to allow of the land being ploughed up and the seed put in, In
'the lower villages of the Pattan valley an early barley crop is reaped in July, and

Tree planting.
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it in possible to follow it with a second crop of bu¢kwheat whigh ripens toward
the end of September. Elsewhere harvest work begins with the mowing of the:
hay in the begiuning of August in the lower villages and as late as the niddie of
September in the higher ones ; and then the buckwheat, barley and wheat are
reaped in succession. These are the chief crops grown, and there are three
kinds of barley, all apparently peculiar to Ldhul and of excellent quality.
Potatoes are grown throughout Ld&hil and peas in Rangloi and Géra. Smalk
plots near houses are sown with tobacco and sarson in Patan and with hemp
(for fibre) and with veyetables nearly everywhere. A striking feature of the
agriculture of Lihul is the oultivation of grass for hay. A large quantity of
fodder is required to support the farm stock during the
winter months when all the pasture land is under snow,
and all straw is very carefully cut and stored During the winter a man’s load
of hay sells for a rupee. On the dry mountain slopes no grass grows and the
grass of the sheep runs on the ridges is not guitable for hay-making. Each
cultivator therefore keeps a portion of his lang under grass, generally steep-
sloping, stony land unsuitable for the production of cereals. Such bay fields are
known as dang. The sloping banks (piri) between the terraced fields are also
cropped with hay. When water is let on to such lands & spontaneous growth of
varioms kinds of grass and herbs springs up. A lucerne-like plant with a yellow
flower (called chunpa) has also been introduced into the hay fields and is much
valued, #As a rule a cultivator has as much land under grass as under ceveals.
The ares under crops in 1890 was wheat 385, barley 1,597, and buckwheat
1,072 aores.

16. In Spiti as in Lidhul crops cannot be grown witheut irrigation, and

o the arrangements for irrigation are similar to those of

cnﬁm:ﬁoindanf ?ib,igfﬁf.f Ldhu]l. The system of cultivation is a little different.

in Bpiti. The fields are ploughed in October or November for the

following year’s harvest and are manured. T'he fields thus prepared lie under

the snow all the winter, and when the snow has melted require ony to be stirred

with the rake or hoe before the seed is sown. 1Tt is generally May before all

the fields are sown. The following statement shows the percentage borne to-
the total cultivated avea of the wuziri by the arvea under different crops:—

Hay.

Statement showing the percentage Lorne by the area under differcut cr.ps to the
total cultivated area of Waziri Spits.

1 2 8 4 5 6 7 & 9
Total
. BRuek- : Sarson o : Area not
Wheat Barley. Peas. wheat. China. (oilsesd). Grass. cr!f)l;;:;g. cultivated.
18'20 16'18 18'43 11 63 608 01 9564 486

Barley is the chief crop, both because it is the staple food of the people
and also beeause it is the only crop which ean be growun in the higher villages.
1t is ourious that while both in Kulu and in Lahul wheat, and not barley, is the
crop whick i8 grown at the highest elevation -about 9,000 feet above the sea
in Kulu and 11,500 feet in- Lahul), in Spiti the reverse is the case; and wheat
cannot be produced at a higher altitude than 12,500 feet ubove the ses,
whereas barley grows well in all the villages, some of which are nearly 14,000
festralgpation. Mustard and peas can be grown at a higher elevation than
wheat, but are not cultivated in the highest villages except peas occasionally
for fodder only. Buckwheat is little valued and little sown, though it ripens.
very quiokly, in 40 days from the date of sowing. China, or as it is locally
oslled tsi-tsi (Panicum miliacewm) is produced only in the three lowest villages
at-ap elevation of less than 11,5600 feet above the sea ; it is the Jast grain sown
and the last reaped. Good grass grows only in a few hollows where snow has
lain long and saturated the ground with moisture, or wherse for other reasoms
the soil 18 swampy. Irrigated land is too valuable for-any of it to be systemati.
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cally devoted to hay culéivation, but the banks of the water chanmels and the
slopes between fields arp richly clad with grasses and nutritious fodder -plauts,
whioh along with all the field weeds are sagerly colleeted and made into hay.
The hay obtained from these sources forms but a small portion of the -fodéder
required. The whole of such of the sparse vegetation of the ‘hillside as is ‘fit
for cattle fpod is eollacted and carried in from great distances laden on yaks and
ponies. The gathering in of the wild herbs from the hillside to ferm fodder
hegins about the.end cf July and continues during the followiug month. - By the
time the hay-meking is over the buckwheat is ready to be out. The bardey
reaping begins about the middle of September, and then the wheat and other
grains are gathered in.

17. The following table shows the extent to which land changed hands

Transfors of land in the Detween the revision of settlement of 1871 (of the regular

subdivision. settlement of 1878 in the case of Waziri Ripi) and
of 1891 :—
To sartourTurisys] To rozziew To woNsY- To EUROPEANS Toran saLks
OF THE VILLAGE. | AGRIOULTCTRISTA. LENDERS. © § (Percx P, Q)
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P < 5 X
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Lahul 112] 108 3‘* - ll . 22 100| 71 184l 107 48

The following table shows the area ascertained to be under mortgage at
the time of the revision of settlement of 1891 :—
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In some of the richer phdtis the average price of land is as high as
Rs. 100 an acre. In the highlying hamlets transfers are few, partly because
the inhabitants derive a fair income from their sheep and are moreover very
thrifty, and partly because the land is too remotely situated to be sought after
by outsiders. = A large proportion of the sales were by Dagis, who are careless
cultivators and thiok lightly of the value of their land. Childless widows are
responsible for many alienations. The money-lender is not a power in the land
in Kulu, and a shopkeeper starting business in « village instead of involving
the landowners in debt to himself more often borrows from them and flies the
country. Itis only in the western part of Outer Sardj that signs of indebtedness
are to be found, Guséins from Jowdlamukhi in Kéogra attracted by the opium
and blankets procurable there are in the habit of visiting this part of the country
and have obliged the less thrifty proprietors with advanoes.
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In Léhul sale of land was almost unknown at the time of - the regular
gettlement or even at the revision of settlement of 1871, but with the develop-
ment of trade and spread of the knowledge of the law transfers became more
numerous, though even now ounly 3 per cent. of the oultivated area is held in
mortgage and only 2 per cent. had been sold before the present revision of
gsettlement. The high price realized for land in this wasirs is very note-.
worthy. In Spiti it was reported in 1874 that no instance of a landholder
selling the whole or a large part of his holding could be quoted, though the
custom of selling small portions was said to be ancient. Between that time
and 1891 only 3 acres in the whole of Spiti were transferred by sale, and in
the latter year only 1 acre was found to be under mortgage.



CHAPTER IL

PAST REVENUE HISTORY AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR
RESETTLEMENT,

18. When Kulu was subject to its Rajés the Raja was the landlord of
Kola in the time of its DiS principality andthe peasants were his tenants, each for
“Réjds. “his holding of cultivated fields only and not for any part
of the waste. All the holdings (jeola) in a kothi were counsidered to be of equal
value and assessed at the same amount. The assessments differed in different
tracts and were made up of a large number of items of cash, grain, oil, ghi,
honey and other products, the principle being to take a little of every thing.
The system was similar in Léhul, except that the baronial families (Thdkurs), of
which three still survive, were allowed supreme authority in their own estates
(at present 8 out of the 14 kothis) subject to payment of an annual
tribute in the shape of ponies, cloth and othor products of the waziri and . to
attendance on the Réjn at Sultdnpur during the winter. Spiti was in those
days subject not to Kulu but to the king of Laddkh, who received a revenue of
cash, grain and miscellaneous articles, which was assessed much in the same
way as the revenue of Kulu and Léhul.

19. When the Sikhs conquered Kulu they farmed Sarij to the Rdja of
Mandi whose wazir did away with the old asgessment and
eonverted it entirely into cash. Upper Kuln was adminis-
tored through a governor posted at Sultdinpur and the revenue was taken in
grain at a fixed proportion to the quantity supposed to be required for seed
corn. From Ldhul the Sikhs took thesame revenue as the Rdjis had taken
with an additional Rs. 6 per holding on tho ground that they did not require
gervice or labour from either Thdkur or peasant. The revenune of Npiti
was paid to the Sikh officer in charge of Laddkh, and was from 1839 to 1842 &
sam of Ks. 2,000 with two ponies and 25 gheep, and from that year till 1846 a
reduced sum of Rs. 1,031 but with 60 sheep instead of 25 and 100 iron crow-
bars added.

20. On annexation by the British a summary sottlement was made, of
Summary settlementand U pper Kulu by Lord Lawrence, then Mr. John Lawrence,
segular settlomont. Commiissioner of Jullundur, and of Sardj by the Honorabte
J. Erskine, who had charge of the Cis-Satlej country. The summary sottlement
of Spiti was made by Mr. Vans Agnew. Mr. Barne’s regular settlement followed
very shortly. The assessments of the summary settlement and the regular
gettlement were based on the revenue taken in cash or kind by the Sikhs, which
they did not materially differ from except in Waziris Ldhul and Spiti.  No
account was taken of assigned land revenue at either the summary or tha regu-
Jar settlement, and the following were the assessments :—

Kula ander 8ikh rule.

Waziri Sikh iama Summary settle-| Regulur gettle-
urt. 1 ) ment. ment
Rs. Rs. Rs.
Lag Mahirdja 5,047 5114 5,371
Lag Séri . . 6,029 6,105 5.955
Parol es 14,904 14,352 | 14,431
Léhul *5,000 3,200 2,150
Bpiti . . +1,031 753 753
Total Kula Tahsil, excluding the Ripi 32,011 29,524 28,660‘
jégir. —
Inner Sarij 7,749 9,025 9,204
Quter Saraj 13,930 13,832 13,629
Total Tabsil Saréj 21,6794 22,857 22,833
Granp TotAL 53,690 52,381 51,493

b Inoh;ding grazing fees.

With extra payment as above,
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21. At the time of the regular settlement of the rest of thd district
Sommary settlementof Waziri Ripi was held in jdgir by Thékur Singh, the
Wasiri BGpi. ‘descendant of the Rdjés of Kulu, and was not brought
under settlement, because the j4girddr was a titular Rdja. On his death in 1852,
as his son and heir Gydn Singh was not his son by a Réni, half the jdgir was at
first resumed, but three years later it was decided to continue the whole to Gydn
Singh, who was given the title of Réi instead of Réja. In 1852 a summary
settlement was effected by Mr. Bayley and the total revenue of the waziri
excluding mudfis was fixed at Rs. 4,959, that of the resumed. half being Rs. 1,924,
and of the jdgir half Rs. 8,035. To make up for his loss the R4i tried to recover
more than his due in the jdgir half, and when the remainder was restored to him
a gecond summary settlement of the whole became necessary and was effected
in 1862 by Captain Mercer and by Mr. (now Sir J.) Lyall, then Assistant Com-
missioner of Kulu, who fixed the total revenue of the jdgir, excluding mudfis,
at Rs. 5,321,

22. The object of the revision of settlement (1866 to 1871) effected by
Bir J. Lyall was not the re-assessment of the land revenue
but the preparation of correct records of rights. In some
ocases, however, a redistribution of the existing land revenue was found to be
necessary, and in addition there was an exhaustive investigation of the assign-
ments of land revenue. Several assignments of land revenue had lapsed, and there
was consequently an increase in the khdlsa land revenue. The assigned revenue
in Spifi is collected in kind not in cash. The revenue demand at the close of
the revision of settlement of 1871 was as follows : —

First revision of settle-
ment,

Waziri. Khilsa. Assigned. Total,
T T T Rs. Rs. Ra.

Lag Mahérdja 6,276

Lay Séri ... 7,688

Parol e 26,308

Total 27,583 12,684 40,272

Lébal . e e ae e 2,150 1,474 3,624

Bpiti o v 753 1,056 1,809

Total Kalu Tabsil, excladieg Répi ... 30,491 15,214 45,705

RAPi  we v e e 5,321 5,321
Total Kulu Tabsfl T 30490 20,535 T 51028

Inner Saréj rer - - 10,047

Outer Sarhj o oo 17,552

Total Baréj Tohsil ... 23,112 4,487 27,509

Total Subdivision T 53,603 25,022 78,625

23. During the minority of ‘Réi Dalip Singh, son of Réi Gyén Singh,

Regular settlement of the first regular settlement of Waziri Ripi was carried out

Was(rl Répi. by Mr. R. Clarke, then Assistant Commissioner of Kulu,

in 1877. -The actual ocollections of the previous year were then found to have
been Rs. 8,508, made up of the following items :—

(1) Revenue as fixed in 1862 with the addition of a 1 per cent.
harkdra cess in three kothis, Rs. 5,841.

(2) Lapsed mudfis, Ra. 1,696.

(3) Laud broken up-from the waste which in Ripi is assessed as soon
as permission is given o bring it under cultivation, Rs. 1,471,
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The revenue assessed on the land broken up from the waste was considered
too high, and as the result of the regular settlement the net revenue of the
Jjdgir, excluding mudfis was fixed at Rs. 8,300. At the same time there was an
exhaustive investigation of the revenud.free tenures within the jdyir and it was
decided that (1) personal assignments should be reeorded as released by the
jégirdér himself without.any conditions or term ef duration being expressed, so
that the Rdi might himself decide on their maintenance or resumption, and
(2) assignments to temples should be recorded as existing during the pléasure of
the Réi but should not be resumed without the sanction of Government. Gove
ernment directed that as the jdgirddr held .the status of suvperior proprietor
a certain proportion of the revenue (ultimately fixed att 12} per cent.) should
be considered talugddrs fees, cesses being chargeable only on the balance. The
settlement was made with the R4i not with the inferior proprietors in order
that the revenue in which cesses are paid to Government might remain fixed for
the term of settlement, and at the same time the Rfi might be free as before to
collect revenue on land brought under cultivation from the waste. The final
result of the regular settlement was as follows :—

. . Incidence

Jagir, Muifis. Total, por acre.
Ba. Ra. Ra. Rs. a. p.
Excluding talaqddri ... v 7,225 3,246 10,471 1 1 8
Taclading " e e 8,252 3,710 11,962 1 4 2

24, The whole subdivision was placed under revision of assessment in
Govornment of the 1888, The Assistant Commissioner in charge of the
vecond revision of settle- subdivision held charge of the work in addition to his other
ment. - duties under the supervision of the Deputy Commissioner,
the late Mr. E. O. Brien. A Deputy Superintendent of Settlement was allowed
for each of the two tahsfls, and one of the Extra Assistant” Commissioners
attached to the district occasionally visited Kulu to assist in the supervision of
the work, but otherwise the superior staft of the district was not strengthened
in any way. A revision of records was undertaken from the first, although the
settlement was not notified as a revision of records until May 1891, when the
new records were nearly complete.
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CHAPTER III.
THE ASSESSMENT OF KHALSA ESTATES.

25. The speoial rulles leid down folxl' the guidance of Mr. O'Brien and
myself in assessing this mountainous trnct are given in
p:;.;:?::d W the:seaond paragraphs 23, 24 and 25 of Mr. Anderson’ngéngra
tevision of settlement. Settlement Report. After I had dove some assessment
work along with Mr. O’'Brien 1 was anthorized as he was to announce my
assessments subject to the ultimate sanction of higher authority. In Kulu the
assessment was reported by waziris, the waziri corresponding to the taluga
of Kéngra. Assessment circles could not be framed. The zones of cultivation
desoribed in paragraph 14 of this report would be very suitable assessment
circles, but would be composed not of entire kothis and phdtis but of portions of
them as the hillside forming a phdti is traversed by two or more of the zoues.
The phdti was, therefore, taken as the unit of assessment as the tika. was in
Kéngra. The phdti is larger than the tika, and though there are only 170
phitis the work of assessment was by no means light, though it called for
physical rather than mental excrtion. A whole day’s walking was often
required to see one only of the many hamlets making up a phdti, and there are
ouly one or two hamlets in the subdivision that I did not -sece., In Lébul and
Spiti, where there are no phdlis, tho assessment was by grdons or hamlets.
Assessment sheets were prepared, giving the same details for each phdtiin Kulu
and Spiti as were given in Kdngra for the {ikn, except that the total area was
unknown, field measurements being confined to the cultivation. The cultivated
area with its distribution by soils was recorded, and also the revenue assessed
upon it at different periods, and 1un the column allotted for the purpose a de-
scription of the phdt: was given and the grounds for my assessment were noted
during my final visit to the phdii for assessment puarposes. '

26. The classification of soilg in the assessment sheets was the same

as was adopted in the rest of the district and four classes

Classification of soils, . J
were assigned —

(1) Irrigated (ropa or kidr).

(2) Unirrigated yielding two crops a year (dofasli).

(3) ~Ditto one crop a year (pakfush).

(4) Unirrigated cultivated less frequently (yakfesi dosdla yd sihsdla).

It will be clear from the deseription of the crops of the subdivision
given in paragraph 14 that this classification wes very suitable for Kula
preper. In Léhul and Spiti all the cultivation is irrigated. In Kula proper-
and Sard]j the classification of soils adopted in the vernacular records was at
the very strengly expressed wish of the people rather move elaborate than the
above to help them in the distribution of the new land revenue, Irrigated land
was divided into three classes. 'T'he first is that in the centre of the terraced
hillside (ropa awwal), the second (repa dayam) that at the top where the
water being obtained from near thie head of the canal is cold, and the third that
at the bottom (ropa soyam), which is not so sure of its supply as are tire upper
fields. Unirrigated land (battil) was divided into four classes (awwal, doyam,
&c.), of which the third or fourth correspond with the yukfasli, and yakfasli
dosdla of the assessment sheets, and the first and second are subdivisions of:
dofasli land based on the distance of the field from the hamlet and the facilities
for manuring it.

The half et nsset esti- 27. A produce estimate was prepared for each
mete, 3 .
e voste of 180001, traot fOl"Wblch a separate assessment report was sub
Beocurity of harvests. mitted, viz.—

(1) Waziris Parol, Lag Séri and Lag Mahirdja.
(2) Tbe Saréj tahsil.

(8) Léhul.

(4) Spiti.

(6) Rip.
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They were necessarily based on the area of crops grown in one year
only, that in which field measurements were completed, as the returns of area
for previous years were based on appraisement and were quite untrustworthy.
The year was in L4hul 1890 and in Spiti 1891, The harvests vary little from year
to year in these irrigated tracts. In the rest of the subdivision it was Kharif rabi
1890-91. In Kulu the kharif of 1890 was an average harvest, and the rabi of 1891,
though of varyiog excellenco owing to the severity of the winter, was a typical
one. In Sardj both harvests were fairly typical. Thoreislittlo variation from
Year to year in the character of the harvests in that tahsil. If the wioter rains
are scanty the scorched up land on the bank of the Satldj suffers, and if the
monsoon rain is unusually heavy the small area cropped in the higher villages
in the kharif harvest is injured, but in the greater part of tho tahsil the harvests
are always secure,

28. Al the grains produced in the subdivision, even the poorer such as
Markets and prices o kodra and buckwheat, find a warket in Sultdnpur, and
Kalu proper. there are scattered shops and clusters of shops at the
stages and other places along the high road at which grain can be disposed
of.  The maize produced in Kulu is largely bought by the inhabitants "of Sarij,
where little maize is produced ; it is also exported in considerable quantities as
far as Mandi and P4lawpur. Sarsqn and saridra are exported wid Hoshidrpur
to the plains, tho latter grain being permissible fast-day food for Hindus.
"here i3 no bazdr in Sardj, and at Rémpur, the nearest town to it, prices run so
high owing to the scarcity of grain in Bashahr that they cannot, be relied upon
as a basis for a half net asset estimate, but thore is no doubt that such surplus
grain as there is in Sardj can readily be disposed of at higher prices than are
obtainablein Kulu. Kotgarh in the SBimla district is a market for the disposal
of surplus produce as well as Rimpur, and peoplo from Suket visit Outer Sard]
to buy grain. The people of Inner Sardj sell little if any grain and are obliged
to import from Upper Kulu and from Outer Sardj to supply themselves with
food, but if they were to dispose of thel.r ‘produce they could obiain the same
prices as the inhabitants of Outer Sardj. " The only possible method of ascer-
taining prices was to inquire constantly and freely from intelligent cultivators
in all parts of the subdivision, and this was dooe from 1887 to 1897, with the
result that tho following seale of prices was adopted :—

STANDARD SERS PER RUPER.
Kulu tahsil, inclad.
ing Ripi but ex- . .
cluding Lahulang |  Saré] tahsil.
Spiti.

Rice 40 35
Muize . 45 :10
Kangni ... ee - 32 35
Kodra 45 44
Mang and moth ... 20 22
Mésh e 25 29
Buckwheast 30 48
Chini s .o eee v e .o .er :2 22
Sariarsa ... e :

Bhareea ... 24 2:1-
Wheat 3-? 32
Barley 45 44
Masar 25 24
Kala v 32 332
Sarson 30 ' 28

!

e it e — . - ..m ...

These prices are very low; a cultivator rarely if ever sells so cheaply
even at harvest time, and at ordinary times gets 25 per cent. more for his
produce than these figures represent. Accurate information is not forthcoming
a8 t0 the prices prevailing anterior to or at the time of the regular settlement,
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but the popular impression is that they were. about half as much again to the
rupee as now. The price of opium varies .from Rs, 7-8 to Rs. 12 a sér and
hag usually been midway between these limits.

29. In Léhulmoney to pay the revenue is generally raised by trading

Prices and facilities of OF Dy working for wages at Simla and elsewhere and not
disposing produce in Lihat by salo of the produce of the Jand, which is in most places
and Spitl pot more than sufficient to provide food for the people.
But barley is bartered for salt brought by Tibetans from Rodok at the rate of
5 sérs of barley to 4 sérs of salt. This is the only kind of salt used in Léhul.
Traders, pilgrims, Batu labourers and Gaddi shepherds all obtain their supplies
in Ldhul, and the Moravian Missionaries are always able to get 16 sérs per
rupee for the wheat grown on their farm. In Spiti all kinds of grain are sold
to Bashahris and Tibetans, in whose countries there is a great scarcity .of food
grains and who visit Spiti to buy grain and to dispose of salt, wool, cloth and

Chinese tea.

The. soale of prices adopted in these waziris was—

PRrICE 1N STANDARD SERS PER RUPEE.
Grarx. .
Léhul. Spiti,
Barley . 25 18
Wheat v . 20 18
Peas e . oy . 15 20
Mustard seed . N - 12 10
Buckwheat .. 50 18
China . soe e . . o f 24
Potatoes ... vos e 2 . 32
Tobaceo ... ‘s v L o | 8 e

30. A number of experiments was made during the three years 1887
Yields of grain assamed  t0 1890 to ascertain the yield per acre of various kinds of
for tho produce estimate.  opgin, I algo repeatedly while on tour consulted intelli-
gent agriculturists on the subject. These inquiries were complicated' by their
10ability to comprehend a measure of ‘area.  They could tell me how many
-measures of grain they expected from a measure of seed and also what measure
of seed of each kind was required for the ground that required a given measure
of barley. From these data I was able to work out results which agreed fairly
with the results of experiments and with returns kindly supplied to me by Mr.
W. H. Donald, who manages bhis estate at Dobhi by letting it to tenants on half
produce rents. The following table shows the average of experiments, the
results of inquiry and yields assumed : —~

Yield in standard sérs per acre.

ASSUMED FOR THE PRODUCE R$TIMATE OF
By :
GRAIN. experi- inq}l}x)i'ry. o Sark
. er . r ops
ment Kr:lx;u. Ripi. t:b:i][. | Lahul, | Spiti.
Rice, unhusked — :
(1) Irrigated . 700 612 640 420 400 -
, (2) Unirrigated " 420 357 420 320 320 .
Maize ... 1,000 670 500 300 380° .
Kangni .., 235 408 200 200 200 .
Kodra ... 300 510 400 300 320 .
Méng, moth and wmdsh 100 200 100 100 100 e
Buckwheat ... " . 162 200 200 180 180 240 162
Chini .. . 285 300 220 200 200 4 .. - 252
Saridra ... 4 . 300 400 300 240 260
Bharesa or oqal . . 250 153 120 100 120 e
Wheat .., . . 250 384 200 100 200 300 212
Barley ... . . 450 459 860 280 270 320 - 370
Masdr ... . 300 255 160 150 150
8arson .., . 150 300 120 120 120 180
Peas . . o .- . 180
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The yield of opium was ascertained by a comparison of the returns for
several years of the annual measurements presoribed by the poppy cultivation
‘rules with the excise registers showing the weight of opium exported from the
subdivision under permit. Very little opium is consumed locally and very
little can be smuggled. The average produce judged in this way is b} sérs of
.opium per acre and in the produce estimate the yield was taken as 4 sérs. ~ The
.outturn of certain other products was estimated in cash per acre as follows : —

Rs.
Tobacco e e 16
Frait . . 40
Potatoes... 12
Vegetables . 8
Turmeric " 8
Red pepper 8
Hemp . 8
Sugarcane 16

31. "The maximum limit of the Government demand on account of

Ront vate and Govern. 180d revenue is half the net profit derived by a landowner

mont share of the produce from his land. The share of the produce taken by the

based on i. landlord as rent is throughout the subdivision one-half of

the balance left after deducting 10 per cent. of the gross produce for payment

to menials. The landlord’s share is, therefore, 4'5 per cent. of the gross
produce and the Government share may be put at 22 per cent.

82. The half asset estimate was worked out from the above data for
each tract separately reported on but not for each phdts.
For phdti assessment the instructions of the Financial
Commissioner were that standard rates should be prepared for each teluga or
waziri. They were to be fair half asset rates and were to be applied to the
cultivated area of each phdti to bring out an estimate of the new demand. The
following were the rates framed :—

Talugn rates.

TALUQA RATE PER ACRE.
Class of soil. =5 T
%‘3’:' Rapi. Sardj tahsfl. Lékul. 8piti.
Rs. a. p. 3 ’ Rs. a p. Ra. 2. p. Bs. a. p. Re. a. p.
Trrigated 400 340 340 112 0 180
Unirrigated—
(1) Two crops a yeor 2 40 112 0 200
(2) One crop a year 1 00 012 0 014 0
(8) Cultivated less frequently 080 07 0 070

For Upper Kulu, Rupi and Sardj these rates were deduced from the
assumed rate of rent, prices and yields applied to the crops usually grown on
each class of soil. Rice is invariably grown in the kharif on irrigated land and
is followed by an unirrigated rabi crop when the situation of the land permits ¢
the rate is, therefore, somewhat in excess of what the half asset rate would be
for rice. The other rates are rather less than what would be the half asset
rates for the crops most commonly grown which are in Upper Kulu, in class (1)
barley followed by maize or by saridra, iw class (2) wheat, and in class (3) a
crop of buckwheat and a crop of wheat in the fwo years. In Ripi and Sardj
there is a larger area under inferior crops and the rates are therefore lower
than in Upper Kulu. In Léhul and Spiti the rates were framed in another way,
There the produce estimate for the waziri was worked out before the assess-
ment from hamlet and hamlet was commenced. The half net asset estimate
gave a rate per acre of cultivation of Rs. 2-8 for Léhul and of Rs. 2.14-6 for
Spiti, and the faluga rutes represent the proportion of the half asset estimate
which I considered might be taken as the Government demand,



20

83. I found the taluga rates of great use in assessing. They were
Method of applyiog the Taoderate rates which could be paid without difficulty by
talugu rates. land capable of bearing & certain rotation of crops. A
walk through the phdti showed me how far the rotation followed in the.different
parts of it differed from the usual rotation and how the crop-bearing capacity
was affected by aspect, slope, stoniness, proximity to forest, and the like, and
the jama by rates was modified accordingly. Regard was also had to miscella-
neous income from honey, apricots, oil and the sale of forest produce. In
“the garden of Kulu,” as it was called by Mr. Barnes, viz., the low erportion of
Waziri Parol and the upper part of Waziri Lag Siri, the rates gave jamds lower
than the old assessments, which, however, I had no hesitation in increasing, as
they had been paid without- difficulty by the landowners, who are the most
prosperous in the subdivision: In the highlying phdtis, in which .the produce
of the land is generally sufficient only to provide food for the inhabitants and
the proprietors pay the revenue otherwise than by sale of their crops, T kept
well below the results given by the rates. In ‘the Sardj tahsil I almost
uniformly refrained from assessing up to the rates and exceeded them in only
& fow phdtis. In Léhul, where the taluga rate was of the nature of a true revenue
rate, the deviations above and below it were greater than elsewhere. In Spiti
the rate was useful only for application to new cultivation.

34. Before the revision of settlement now reported on the cultivated
... land had never been measured except the irrigated part
Tocrease of cultivation: " <3
All waste land the property  Of Upper Kulu, Appraisements of the area were made at
of Goversment : New cul-  the regular settlement and the first revision, but their
tivation in the waste, . . .

results are quite valueless for comparison with the area
now ascertained by measurement. ~The cultivated area of the three waziris of

Upper Kulu for example was returned as follows at the three periods :—

Acres.
At regular settlement v 9,654
At first revision 3T, .. 15,648
At second vovision e ane .. 23,872

The area brought under cultivation from the waste during the interval
between the regular settlement and the second revision was ascertained by
measurement to be in these three waziris 2,274 acres only. It was possible
to ascertain this area beeause at the first revision of settlement all unoccupied
waste lands in the subdivision were declared with reservation of the existing
rights of use of the villages to be the property of the State. Rules were laid
down for the grant of naufor leases of such lands and all lands, so granted pay
nothing for two, three or four years, but after that pay at revenue rates to the
common fund of the kotht for the term of settlement. In Riipi the revenue of
nautor land goes to the jdgirdar. 1t is obvious that the cultivated land within
the area which had up to the first revision of settlement been occupied for
cultivation could not have increased to the extent that the above figures would
imply. It has increased to some extent by extended levelling of the hillsides
but not to such an extent as to justify any considerable increase in the assess-
ment. The following table shows in acres the area of land broken up from the
waste since the regular settlement :—

S T T ETWEEN REGULAR #TTLE-| BETWEEN THE FIRST AND | TOTAL SINCE REGULA
MENT AND PIRST REVISION. TnE S8ECOND REVIBION: SETTLEMENT.
e L] 3 T3
WazIRI § g . 2 ,ﬁ'b § .ﬁ,
» | E e b | E 3 & | E 3
E = 1) ﬁ L} 1= E A k-1
Lt B & 5 (B = = =) &
Lag Mahérdja 1l 20l 261 28| 419| a7 290 el 708
fag SAri .. e e 1 383 384§ .. 242 242 1 575 | 676
Parol .. e o e 52| 74| 626 8| 856| 364 60{ 930 | 990
Ripi ... R - e 8| 662| 670 8| e8| 670
Total Tahefl, excluding Lihul 541 1,167 1,221 44| 1679 | 1,723 98 | 2,846 ( 2944
and Spiti.
Inner Bardj .. .. .| . 401 | s91f L. 266 | 266 .. 787 | 767
Onter Sard] .. .. .| .. 1,245 10 100 48| 458 10 1,603 1,703
Total Tabsil  w.f ... 1,736 . 1,736 10 714 724 10| 2460 2,460
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85. An enhancement of the land revenue was, therefore, justified in the
Enhanoement of revemne  KcU11U 8ubdivision by an inorease in cultivation and a rise
juatified by rise in prices Of prices as well as by the improved general prosperity of
sad by incronsed prosperity.  the people. It is true that a rise in the price of feod
grain benefits only those phdtis which produce a surplus beyond their require-
meauts and does not affect those which require all their grain for home consump-
tion. But every one has something which he can convert into money and the
rise of prices has heen general and is not confined to food grains. Money is
ordinarily required only for the payment of the land revenue, for the Kuln
peasant 18 almost enirely independent of ‘markets and middlemen. He gets
materials for his house and farm-buildings from the forests and food and cloth-
ing are supplied by his fields and flocks. The peasantry as a whole are very
comfortably off and most of them have savings in the shape of money, jewellery
or blankets. Evidenoce of increased prosperity is to be found in the facts that
a larger sum has now to be paid for a wife than used formerlyr to be required,
and that new houses are constantly springing up everywhere, though the cost
of building, with timber obtained free or practically free, is from Rs. 50 to
Rs. 208. The Kanets do not, like the Rdjpiits, enlist, but the poorer classes add
to the family income by working as porters at Simla and in the forest works of
Mandi and Bashahr, where they are noted for their weight-carrying power.

36. The onltivation of meadow grass for bay in Ldhul has bean mention-
Flavfolds not separatel ed in paragraph 15 of this report. No separate assessment
assonod, mor fovess rights Was put upon the hayfields because no direct profit is
generally except sheep aud  derived from them by the agriculturist. The hay is con-
gost grazing. sumed by the plough-oxen and the cows. The plough-
oxen are indispensable for cultivation and milk and butter are seldom sold. In
the rest of the subdivision grass is not cultivated for hay. The arrangements.in
Spiti have been described in paragraph 16. In the rest of Kulu the steep exposed
hillsides which are too precipitous for cultivation and have no tree growth
upoan them are clad with several varieties of grass suitable for hay. HKach
village and often each family has its appointed portion of the hillside as its
hay preserve. No separate assessmenf was framed for such land: itis a
necessary accessory to cultivation and the land revenue assessment was cal-
culated on the proceeds of cultivation. It is true that the peasantry owe part
of their income to their milk cattle, but their free hay and free grazing for cows
are like their other forest rights the assessment of which with the exception of
sheep and goat grazing is included in the land revenue. Without free grazing
for plough cattle, fallen leaves for manure, free firewood and, so far as neces-
sary, free timber for building purposes a cultivator could not in this mountain-
ous country pay so high a rate of rent as he does, and the Government rovenus,
which is calculated on the rent, would be lower than it is. These views were
expressed in the report on the assessment of Waziris Parol, Lag Sdri and Lag
Mahdrdja and were acoepted by the Lieutenant-Governor Sir James Lyall.
The following comments were made by his order. * If a sheep and goat grazing
tax is imposed it will be an item of land revenue not a rent fee due’ to Govern-
ment as owner of the waste....... The sole object (of recording unoccupied waste
as Government property) was to ottain a position facilitating forest conservancy
arrangements, and it was meant that except for {his purpose the Government
ownership of the soil should remain a theory ' of property, not a reasom for
treating the Kulu people differently from their neighbours in Kdongra and else-
where.......[.ooking to the inequality with which we are treating the Kulu zamfn-
ddrs in the matter as compared to their brethren elsewhere, and to the origin of
the Government title to ownership of the waste, His Hoz}or still holds as he
wrote in his Settlement Report that it should be regarded’not as ordinary State
property but rather as a trust upon behalf of the people of Kulu which has
devolved on our Government as successive to the Rdjds*.” The assessment of
profits from sheep and goat grazing is dealt with in paragraphs 63 to 65 of this
report. A charge of 4 annas per‘tree granted for building purposes (other than
deoddr, walnut, box or ash, for which special rates are charged) was imposed at
the present revision of settlement not as an item of land revenue or as in any
way representing the price of the trees but with a view to preventing wasto of

# Punjab Government letter No, 191, dated 14th November 1891,
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timber, and it"was therefore provided that in the event of the saw being used
in-cutting up the trees the 4-anna charge and also the special rate for more
valuable trees should be remitted. Rules for the supply of building timber to
zaminddrs were at the same time drawn up, * and it was laid down that while
the grant of trees should not be made to vary directly with the land révenue
paid, supplies might be moderated in the case of small holdings,

87. Ldbul was the first waziri which came under re-assessment. The
Amossment of Linol 1ANd revenue demand bad risen owing to assessment of new
collections in kind in the cultivation in the jdgir kothis and for other reasons from
égfrs. ‘ Rs. 3,624 at the first revision of settlement to Rs. 3,886
immediately before the second revision of which the kkdlsa portion was Rs. 2,473
and the assessment of three kothis held in jdgir by Thikur families was Rs. 1,418.
Thejdgir revenueis collected partly in cash and partly in kind, and the value of the
payments in king was included in this sum. The valuation was made at the rate
of Re. 1 per 20 gérs of barley or 2 sérs of ghi, the rate at which a proprietor may
commute if he cannot pay in kind. The half asset estimate was Rs. 7,359 or
uearly double the old demand. Tt would have been impossible to approach
this especially in view of the instructions which I had received from Govern-
ment for the assessment of Léhul and Spiti:~ ¢ Though some increase will be
demandable it will not be expedient to take a heavy increase both for political
reasons and also with regard to the isolation of the country, the circumstances
of the people, and the burdens of road-making and furnishing supplies and
carriage imposed on them.” At the same time an appreciable enhancement
was justified by the very great increase in the prosperity of the waziri which
had occurred since the regular settlement. - The increase in prosperity was due
mainly to the hridging of the Chandia river and the making of the high-road
through Léhul to the Laddkh border in 1866, which gave a great impulse in
Lahul to trade and to the breeding of ponies for the carryiog trade. The
discovery of sapphires in Pddal in the dominions of the Mahdrdja of Cashmere in
1883 also brought wealth to the Léhulis, who invested in the stones largely,
going in search of them themselves or buying them from natives of Chamba and
gelling them to merchants from the plains. The assessment framed was
Rs. 4,916, made up of Rs. 8,024 khdlsa, an increase of 22} per cent. and
Rs. 1,892 jdgir revenue, an increase of 33 per cent. The increaso in jdgir
revenue was largely nominal and was due to an assessment being then put for
the first time on the private lands of jagirddrs so as to show the true value of
the jdgirs and cnable Government to realize cesses on it. The system by which
the ydgir revenue is partly collected in kind was left unchanged. Payment in
kind is as convenient to the proprietors as to the jigirddrs, for it is not always
possible for the former to convert their grain and gh7 into cash. And the
jégirddrs are always willing to consent to commutation when the inferior pro-
prietor is desirous of it,and the rates at which commutationis made are uniform,
well understood and fair. The jigirdérs are superior owners as well as jagir-
ddrs, and the payments made to them were held by Government to include both
revenue and talugddri dues. In conncction with the. re-assessment the rights
of ownership claimed by the jégirddrs in the unoccupied waste lands of jdvir
kothis were recognised subject to the rights of Government in certain species
of trees. The jagirddrs therefore get as before their dues upon nautor land in
these kothis.. I recommended that the corresponding dues in khdisa
kothis should be treated as khdlse land revenue, but it was decided to maintain
the old system by which such dues go into the common fund of the kothis.

38. One assessment report was submitted for the three waziris of
Assessment of Wazrs Farol, Lag Sdri and Lag Mahdrija, 4. e., the Kulu tahsil,
g:r;!,m?;?%r:f;ezgg“ﬁ:g excluding the jagir of Ripi and the peculiarly circum-
brokaénlui) from the waste = Stanced tracts of IL.ahul and Spiti. The tract coneists of
in future, the valley of the Beds from its source to about 40 miles to
the southward, The hillsides are studded with hamlets and blocks of terraced
ccultivation, and in some places almost the entire area from ridge to river is
under cultivation. On the spur, between affluents of the Beds are plateaus
which contsin most of the irrigated land, water being conducted to them by

* Correspondence containing letter No. 477, dated July 4th, 1890, from the Senior Secretary to the Finan;n;l
Commissioner to the Secretary to Government,
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huhls or water cuts from the feeders of the Beds. The revenue immediately
before the second revision of settlement was Rs. 40,300, ineluding Rs. 31,178,
Lhdlsa land revenue, the amount .of which had inoreased siunce the first revision
of settlement owing to the resumption of a jdyir. . The half asset estimate
amounted to Rs. 68,700. The taluga rates gave a juma of Rs. 54,405,
The demand framed was Rs. 51,120 and was considered by the Lieutenant.
Governor, Sir James Lyall, to be a _fair but full one. He also considered the
taluga rates well.-proportioned and fair. The increase as compared with the
previous demand was 264 per cent., but was different in each waziri, 55 in Lag
Mah4réja, 26 in Lag S4ri and 20io Parol. Although the percentage of in-
crease was much greaterin Lag Mahdrdja than in the others, that waziri
continues to be under-assessed. It was probably under-assessed even in the
time of the R4jds, for lying on the frontier of Mandi the allegiance of its
people to the Kulu Réjés was doubtful, and the forts on the ridge overlooking
it were garrisoned by Saréjls, who were expected to keep a watch on the men
of Lag Mah4rédja as well as on raiders from Mandi. Much of the grain
revenue went to suppert these garrisons, and a great deal of the land was held
in jdgirs and assignments. When the Sikhs came they found this waziri
which lies on the high road between the towns of Mandi and Sultdnpur
more accessible than the rest of the subdivision, and it suffered accordingly,
and for this reusou the revenue was kept low by Mr. Barnes at the regular
sottlement. In the case of Kulu as in thut of Léhil I recommended tlat the
assessment of new cultivation instead of being credited to the lkuthi common
fund should be treated as land revenue during the term of the new settloment,
and tho Financial Commissioner, Mr. Rivaz, was also of this opinion. The
Lieutenant-Governor, Sir James Lyall, however, decided in favour of the old
system. ‘'The peasant proprietors of the kothi, " he wrote, ‘“ have a right to
-ask to be allowed to extend their cultivation in the waste of their kothi and
Government has a right torefuse to pormit it where it may seem nccessary
to refuse in the interest of forest conservancy, of the presorvation of the hill
sides from landslips or of the grazing rights of individuals.. Otherwise
permission is given, and the peasant who breaks up the land becomes proprietor
without payment of any price orof any rent chargoe other than a dewand
equivalent to-land revenue.” *

39.
Asgessment of

Rupi. The begdr former-
1y roceived bythe jégirdér.

A separate report was submitted for Waziri Ripi, which is held
Weatei 1D Jég{r by the representative of the former Réjis of
Kulu. Jt comprises three large valleys on tho left bank
of the Beds, and resembles the waziris of the - Kulu
tahsil discussed in the preceding paragraph, exoept that the valleys are here
narrower, the hillsides are more steep and precipitous, and the irrigated
area is only 4 instead of 14 per cent, of the total cultivation. Tho revenue of
the year proceding revision of settlement was Rs. 12,609, including taluqdari
dues which formed one-eighth of the whole, and inclusive of the revenue which
had from time to time been assessed on waste land breught under cultivation
since tho regular settloment of the wuziri made in 1878. The half asset
estimate was Rs. 20,547. "T'he revenuo originally proposed was as follows :—

Iucreas n——- ) !'Ir . N n [;;rcelltago Iacideuce
Proposed eresl:'o Percentage; 1mea::<t) of increcselper acre of
revenue. selt‘,t%em:nt of increase, z}')::enu[; * lon per cent| propesed
) i " | revenue. |agsossment.
Ras. Rs. . Rs. "1Rs. a. p.
Exoluding taluqdari ... 18,725 2,254 213 1 4 1
Including talnqdéri ...| 14,539 2,577 214 1,930 15} 1 70

I pointed out that the jigirdér was entitled by custom to receive in
addition to the cash land revenue certain kinds of forced lubour from the
people of his jdgir. The landowners of a kothi were obliged to provide
porters from among themselves to carry his baggago without receiving pay-
ment of any sort when he moved through their kothi. The jdgirddr lives
not within the limits of his jagir, but 'in the old palace of his ancestors at

# Punjab Governmeat Jotter No. 191, dated 14th November 1891.
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Sultdnpur, and eight men were required to be constantly in attendance there
They received their food whether they were employed or not, and the number
of the days in the year for which each kothi ' bad to provide them was fixed.
If more than eight men were required either in Bulténpur or to carry the
Jégirddr’s loads on a jouyrney even outside the limits of the subdivision they
had to be provided, and were entitled only to their food as payment. Village
menials in lieu of this kind of forced labour were bound to furnish annually a
fixed supply of the products of their particular handicrafts. Each house had
to supply a fixed quantity of hay every year. In regard to this begdr the
Financial Commissioner, Mr. (now Sir) Mackworth Young, expressed his
opinion that the custom was one incidental to the land tenure, it could not
be said to rest on contract or on merec custom, and accordingly when the
revenue was being re-assessed it was open to Government to revise or restrict
the custom. He proposed that the more objectionable forms of begdr should
be distinctly probibited, and that the rovenue imposed should be such asto
take the change into account. The value of those descriptions of begdr to
the Réi was estimated at something over Rs. 900 per annum, and he recom-
mended the addition of one anna in the rupee to the revenue which had been
anpounced and distributed to make up the amount.

40. While these proposals were under the consideration of Government

Goversment orders re. D@ then jégirddr, Rdi Dalip Singh, died leaving only one

garding begér in Wazirl oD, Megh Singh, whose mother was a Thékur Réjpiitni

upi. concubine, and who had consequently no legal claim to
succeed to the jigir.

His succession was sanctioned by the Government of India, but subject
to such limitations in regard to begdr aud other matters as might be con-
gidered proper.* The Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Dennis Fitzpatrick, then dealt
with the Financial Commissioner’s proposals in respect of begdr. He did not
think that it should be abolished altogether, and he felt that consideration
should be shown to ex-ruling families who have now sunk to the position of
jdgirdars, so far as this can be done without harassing their dependents. He
agreed with the Financial Commigsioner that the arrangements by which the
jigirddr was supplied free of charge with a fixed quantity of hay by the
zaminddrs of the higher class and of the products of their handicrafts by the
menial classes of proprietors should be allowed to continue, as these articles
might fairly be considered to be a portion of the demand, and were such as
the jégirdar might have difficulty in proouring ezcept from the people of his.
jdgir. On the other band- the right of the jégirddr te perterage while on:
tour within the limits of his jagir, which the Financial Commissioner had
proposed to recognise, was considered too indcfinite to be allowed to continue
in its old shape, and it was directed that limitations in its exercise should be
prescribed. The practice of employing men without payments as carriers of
timber or beaters on shooting excursions, or porters on journeys taken beyond
the limits of the jdgir, was in accordance with the recommendation of the
Financial Commissionor stopped, but the jdgirddr’s privilege of having eight
men in attendance at his palace, subjoct only to the condition of his providing
them with food, was maintained.t It was suggested ghat in addition to the
enhaucement of the cash land revenue proposed by the Financial Commissioner
half an anna on the rupee should be added in compensation for the limita-
tions in the right to porterage for journeys within the jdgir, but subsequently
the Lieutenant-Governor acceptod the view that an increase of one anna per

rupee was & sufficient equivalent for the total curtailment in begir which was
brought about by these orders.{

Proseut_rates regarding 41. The orders were carried out by Mr. A,
the jégirdér’s begar: Cash . . . v
mcs]ngentof Rapi as final- Ander.son’ Deputy Commissioner of Kﬁngra, with the
ly fromed. following results :—

(1) A roster was prepared of the men required to serve at the palace
and 1t was found that they numbered 1,211, and the turn of
each to attend the palace came once in about 150 weeks. For

® Gigvernment of India lstter, Foreign (Native Btates) Department, No. 40062, dated 26th October 1893,

+ Penjab Government lotter No. 135, dated 9th February 1894,
1 Punjab Government letter No, §0, dated 14th March 1895.
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special occasions such as weddings and funerals 50 coolies
are allowed for 10 days at a time.

(2) For tours in the jdgir 20 coolies are allowed free:. If more than
20 are taken all must be paid for.

(8). No coolies areto be taken in harvest time except for some strong
reason, and not more than 75 may be demanded then even on
payment.

(4) No coolie may be taken more than oue stage from his home.

(5) Free supplies may bé demanded from each kofhi for two davs
ab a time twice in the year,

(6) The quantities of hay and products of handicrafts required from
the zaminddrs and from menials were carefully and elaboratsly
recorded.

A valuation of begdr was made by Mr. Anderson in the following way.
My proposed assessment was Rs. 14,539, of which I called one-eighth, or
Rs. 1,814, talugddri, and the remaining seven-eighths land revenue, 1. e., the talug-
.ddrt was one-seventh cf the revenue, But properly the superior propristor was
entitled to talugddri over and above the land revenue, and should have been
one-seventh of the total assessment of Rs. 14,639, or Rs. 2,077. On the other
hand, the people were entitled to be credited with the value of the begdr
which they rendered to the Rai, and this Mr, Anderson assumed to be
Rs. 1,814—i. 6., the amount by which my proposed land revenue demand
fell below my proposed total demend. The addition of one anna per
rupee on the proposed total demand which was imposed in consideration
of the abandonment of certain kinds of brgdr amounted to Rs, 809, of which
by my classification Rs. 795 congisted of land revenue proper and Rs. 114
of talugddri. The sanctioned begdr was, therefore, valued by Mr. Anderson
at Rs. 1,814 less Rs. 795, or Rs. 1,019 per annum. This sum has been distri-
buted over the villages and holdings of Waziri Ruipi, but will not be realized
except from such persons as neglect to furnish begdr, and to the extent to
which they fail to furnish it. It is provided in the Wdjib-ul-arz, as amended by
Mr. Anderson, that—

“If a landowner liable to render begdr fuils to do 8o, & revenue officer on proof
of such failure shall determine the portion of the land revenue remitted, which is repre-
sented by the service in respect of which the landowner is in default, and the amount
g0 determined shall be regarded as arrears of land revenus, ”

There are also provisions supplementary to this. As the result of
these changes the land revenue of Ripi was increased from Rs. 12,725 by
Rs. 795 to Rs. 13,520, and the talugqddri from Rs. 1,814 by Rs. 114 to Rs. 1,928,
giving a total of Rs. 15,448 realizable in cash by the jagirddr. The additional
sum remitted in lieu of begdr (jama mudf ba-iwaz begdr) was put at not
Rs. 1,019 but Rs. 965 land revenue, which was a more workable sum, being ‘one
anna per rupee of tho total demand realizable, and one-seventh of that, or
Rs. 188, as talugddri, total Rs. 1,103. Cesses are realized on the land revenue
only, and not on taelugddri, and they are collected only on the revenus realized
and not on the revenue remitted in lieu of begdr. And, similarly, the talugddri
payable on the remitted revenue is only realized in cases where the remitted reve-
nue is realized as the result of failure to render begdr.* The income of the jégir-
ddr was somewhat increased apart from the enhancement of the land revenue by
the concession to him of the falugddri payable on land, the revenue of which 1s
assigned to temples or to individuals.. This concession, which is only just as
the taluqddri is in recogrition of suporior proprietary right, was refused at the
regular settlement of 1878 on the ground that the assignments of land revenue
had then been considerably cut down by resumption.

42, A separate assessment report was necessary for Spiti, although its

The grain rovenus of cultivated area is very small, because its circumstances are
Spith. lwstrestmoncatthe entirely different from those of any other part of the sub-
irat revision of sewtlemont.  Givision. * 'I'he people are Tibetan in origin, and spesk the
language and follow the religion of Tibet. Before the first revision of settlemeng

® Lotter No. 1569, dated 18th March 1896, from the Scnior Secretery to tho Financial Qommigsioner, to the
address of the Coramissioner of Jullnadur,
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it was ascertained that. the ocash land revenue was not the whole of the land
revenue realized from the Spiti peasants, and that each holding was by ancient
custom assessed with a fixed number of measures of grain apart from its cash
assessment, The grain so realized was divided into two portions which Sir J.
Lyall distinguished as nethal (literally, wheat-tax) and pun (obligation). The
pun was the portion of the land revenue which wuas assigned to Buddhist
monasteries for their support, and each of the five monasteries in Spiti collected
the grain revenue of so many holdings in so mnny villages. The nethal was,
when Spiti wasattached to Laddkh, partly despatched thither and partly consum-
ed by Laddkh deputies in Spiti, After the summary settlement the grain
revenue continued to be collected as before, and the nethal was spent on public
purposes by the representative of Government in Spiti. No alteration was
made at the regular settlement, but a re-distribution of the cash land revenus,
effected by order of Mr. Barnes, had an oppressive effect on the landowners
of one kothi (ehhozhi). They had previously paid a light cash revenue, but
a heavy pun contribution to the monasteries, and by the re-distribution their
oash revenue was cnhanced, while they continued to pay the same amount of
grain to the monasteries as bofore. At the first revision of settlement the cash
assessment of chhozhi kothi was reduced by more than one-half, and the
amount reduced was distributed over tho othor kothis. A plan for the expendi-
ture of the nefhal was drawn up, embodying anciont custom for the most part,
but introducing an allowance to each of the five gafpas (groybeards) or
headmen of kothis. The result of the operations at revision was a revenue
composed as follows :—

Rs.
Cash Rs. 753 khilsa and Re. 39 assigned, total -~ o 792
Nethél, 456 khélsa or measures of wheat, equal to ... w228
Pun 1,462 ditto ditto w731

oY

Total «e 1,751

43, At the second revision of settlement it was found that the distribu-
Assessmous  of Spiti.  tion within the Fkothis of the cash land revenue had been
Gzants to the monasteries.  modified, with the general result of making each khang-
chhen-pa’s holding pay an equal amount without reference to area. The
Lothi gatpos had been left to collect their allowances themselves, and had been
ucable to collect them in full, and out of the 456 khsls fixed as nethal only
865 khals were collected. The pun collected on the old cultivation was, on the
other hand, found to be 1,676 instead of 1,462 khals, a payment to the Pin
monastery baving been concealed at the first revision of settlement.by the inhabit-
ants of Pin kothi, which is the most inaccessible part of Spiti. The cash value

of the revenue paid before the second revision of scttlement was therefore—

Rs.
Cash vee oo 792
Nethal ... e es oo 183
Pun 838

—

Total .. 1813

D —

The half asset estimate was more than double this sum, and amounted
to Rs. 5,126, But the conclusion I formed after passing through all the five
kothis was that no increase could be taken on the old revenue, except on account
of new cultivation. The incidence of the revenue was nearly as high as thut
of the new assessment in the Lkhdlsa kothis of Lahidl, and yet the crops of Spiti
are inferior, the grazing ground is limited, fuel and fodder are scarce, building
timber is almost unattainable, and tho inhabitants have not been benefited by
development of trade or otherwise, nor in their isolated and inaccessible corner
are they ever likely to be more prosperous than they are now. It was politic to
treat the monasteries with oonsideration, and the allowance paid to the Pin
monastory was recoguised, and in the case of new cultivation if it was found
to be burdened with a pun payment this was accepted, and was taken account
of when the new cash assessment was framed. "The nethal was restored to
the full amount fixed at the first revision of settlement, and the Nono, who is
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the representative of Government in Spiti, was required to collect their allow-
ances for the gatpos. The total value of the new land revenue was—

" Rs.
Cash e e e e 824"
Nethal ane e T s AL [YX) [TXY ore e 229
Pnn ™ e v e s LXN] s e ave L] 850

L

Total e 1,903

44. One assessment report was submitted for the two waziris forming
Assedsment of the Barsj the Pldch or Sardj tahbsil, which lies partly on the Beds and
tabsil. partly on the Satlaj, and contains the valloys of several
small feeders of these rivers. The range which here forms the water-shed
between them is of an average elevation of 11,000 feet above the sea. The
valleys on the Sutlej side are more opon and fertile, and the villages lis generally
at alower elevation than on the Beds side. The revenue of the year preceding
the introduction of the new assessment was Rs. 27,606, of which the kkdlsa
portion was Rs. 22,179, and the assigned land revenue was Rs. 5,427. The
assigned land revenue had increased since the first revision of settlement
owing to the grant of new assignments. The half asset estimate was
Rs. 69,417, and the faluga rates brought out a demand of Rs. 48,797, The
assessment proposed and sanctioned was Rs. 88,840, an increase of 41 per cent.
on the previous assessment. In Inner Sardj the increase was 28} and in
Outer Sardj 48 per cent. In the latter waziri the old assessment from phdii to
phdti was most ucequal, being based on the revenue taken by the Réjds to whom
Quter Sarij was a remoto and frontier pravince. Some of the poorer phdtis were
so highly assessed that little or no increase was possible, while a number of rich
phdtis were lightly or even nominally assessed, and though a substantial
increase was taken it was not possible to at once enhance the demand to
the full amount claimable. The Financial Commissioner (Sir Mackworth
Young) considered that the assessment was sufficient and was justified by
statistics so far as that was possible. The half asset estimate, he thought, could
not be greatly relied on, as it was based on the figures of a single year, and that
one of exceptional rainfall. The Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Denmis Fitzpatrick,
accepted the assessment as being the estimate which I had formed after a
minute examination of the tract of what was fair and reasonable, and of what
the people could pay; and this, he thought, was more reliable than estimates
based on the results of calculation which even in more advanced tracts have
to be accepted with many allowances and qualifications, and which, having
regard to the peculiar disadvantages under which they had been made here,
would have been a very unsafe guide.
Rosults for the sub- 45. The result of the new assessment for the

division of the re-assess- Subdivision was as follows :—
ment.

Incidence of
Tahsfl and Wazfri. 0ld revenue, |New revenne, Incresas per nsw revenue ReMaRES,
oent.
per acre,
Rs. Re. Re. a. p.
Lah@l ... ‘e 8,886 4,916 81 110 8
Lag Mabéréja... .. ... 6276 9,735 85 180
Lag Sari e . 7,724 9,710 26 118 9
Parol ... e e 26,368 31,685 20 23 2
RAPE  ve v e e 11,083 18,520 22 1 6 4 | With Re, 1,928 in addition
as talugddri dues, and al-
80 Ba. 965 revenne and
Rs. 138 tatuqidri, total
Re. 1,103, remitted on
account of baydr,
SPIti s ne e e 1,813 1,903 4| 1709
Total Kalu tabsfl v §7,100 71,469 25 111 1
Taner Sardj ... . - 9996 | 12,385 28} 1 2 4
Outer 8arf} ... _ . e 17,652 26,005 48 11 2
Total Sardj tahsil 27,548 38,840 41 1186
Tota) Sabdivision e | 84,648 1,10,209 80 1 6 9

*Punjab Government letter No, 131, dated 7th July 18,2,
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The assessments wero introduced with effect from the kharif of 1891,*
and it is understood that the period of the now settlement will be 20 years, and
will expire with the rabi harvest of 1910 A, D. The revenue given 1n

Aﬁpendix I to this report differs slightly from the above, because it does not
take account of the revenue paid in grain.

® Except in Spiti, where it was first collected in XKharif 1892.

S
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CHAPTER 1V,

THE ASSESSMENT OF JAGIR ESTATES.

46, 'Che only large jdgir in the subdivision is that of Rupi, which

Sicis has been dealt with in paragraphs 39, 40 and fl of this
e  report. The smaller jdigirs held by the Thékur families
in Lahdl have been noticed in paragraph 87, The only other jdgir in the
subdivision is one of the annual value of Rs. 1,514 which was granted
to Miyén Hira Singh of Shangri in 1874 under the following circumstances.
At the time of the first revision of settlement the Réni Philidohi, widow
of Jit Singh, the last Rdja of Kulu, who died at Shangri in the Simla
district, held a jdgir of Rs. 3,589 in Kothi Baragarh in the Kulu tahsil. The
Réni had adopted Hira Singh, who was tho first cousin of her deceased
husband, but born long after his death, and who had succeeded to Jit
Singh’s possession, Shangri, as her adopted son. On. the death of Réni
Philddebi in 1874 her jdg7r in Kulun was resumed, and Hira Singh’s right to
succeed to it was not recognised, but by way of compensation the revenue of
- three phdtis, namely, Pharandli, Dingidhér and Suidhér in Kothi Sirigarh, which
face his Shangri estate on the opposite bank of the Sutlej, was conferred
on him in jdgir, It is-merely a grant of land revenue with no rights in the

waste land and no talugddri dues,
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CHAPTER V.

O ————

RECORDS,

47. TIn the Kulu subdivision it was foreseen from the first that a
Necossity for a revision revision of records would be necessary, though it was
of tho record. . not known whether it would be called a special revision
under the Land Revenue Act, or would merely be treated as an annual revi-
sion on an elaborate scale. It would have been impossible to make any
satisfactory revision of the assessment without measurements, and records
based on measurements had necessarily to be on a difforent model from those
based on appraisement. The Widjib-ul-arz too rveceived attention from the
first because during the time I held charge of the Kulu subdivision I had to
work the rules of Mr. Anderson’s Torest Settlement (in their first shape), and
I was also instructed to reduce, as far as possible, the abuses attendant on
begdr, and these two subjects are the most important treated of in the Wdjib-
ul-arz,

48, The instructions given in March 1888 by the late Colonel E. G,
System of mapping fol. Wace, then Financial Commissioner, were as follows :—
lowed ia Kulu, Maps on the scale of 4 inches to the mile were being
made by the Survey of India Department showing the situation and limits of
all blocks of cultivation. These maps were to be used as the basis of the
settlement record. The blocks of cultivation were to be numbered off, and
large scale maps were to be prepared by the patwarls of each separate block
of cultivation with the aid of the plane table and chain. The instructions
contemplated also the measurement of the phdfs or portions of the hillside
from which hay is obtained, but this was ultimately dispensed with on my
pointing out that such land was generally too steep to be accurately measured
with the chain. Another modification subsequently made in the original
ingtructions was that there should be one series of field numbers for each
phati, instead of a separate series for each block as at first contemplated.
These instructions applied only to Kalu proper, and not to Lahdl and Spiti.
For Lahil a simple system of field measurement was in the end devised,
and in Spiti the area of the cultivation was estimated by appraisement. In
connection with the correspondence on this subject it was. decided that the
sloping banks between field terraces, which had formerly like other waste
land in the subdivision been recorded as the property of Government, should
be recognised subject to a certain limit of breadth as the property of the
owners of the field.

49. I took over charge of the subdivision in September 1887, The

Period ocoupied by field following yinter was devgted to training the patwiris at
measurements. The es- @& Patwdri School at Sultdnpur. The number had recent-
tablishment. ly beenincreased to 35, but the old patwiris knew nothing
about measurement work, and found it difficult to learn, and the new oncs, who
were generally intelligont Kulu lads, with the Middle School qualification, were
equally ignorant, though more promising. It was originally proposed that
the whole of the measurement work should be done by this establishment,
supervised by four Settlement kdningos and two Deputy Superintendents, who
joined during the winter in addition to the ordinary district staff. Field
measurements were commenced iu the summer of 1888, and the establishment
became fairly efficient and able to turn out 300 fields each per working
month, which i3 as much as can be expected in the hills, but T represented
from the first that an increase of establishment would be required t enable
me to finish the work in a reasonable time, It was not till the end of the
snpmmer of 1889, however, that I received temporary establishment equal
in number to the patwiris. These were for the most part smart Kéngra
lads, fresh from the Middle School, and they proved very efficient. Mutations
were attested as the work went on, and as soou as the measurement of a
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phati was finished, its jamabandi was prepared, and when at last -field measure-
ments were concluded in the Kulu tahsil at the end of the summer of 1890
the following winter months proved sufficient for the completion of the
jamabandis and the collection of statistics for assessment. The winter was
the most unfavourable time for survey work, which was stopped by snow in that
geason in all but the lowest parts of the villages. The autumn rains were much
less formidable. The bill men, both zaminddrs and patwéris, were indifferent
to them and a liberal supply of locally made birch bark umbrellas protected the
maps and papers from the damp, In Sard] measurements were not finished till
-the summer of 1891,

50. Even the more level and open parts of the Kulu valley were too
System of mensurement UNEVen for measurement on the square system, and the
followed : Comparison with  method followed was that prescribed for hill distriets in the
survey mAp. Mensuration Manual, the ground being laid out in triangles
of all sizes, the sides of which were utilized in the same manner as the sides and
diagonals are used in the square system. The scale used was 20 karms to the
inch, the karm being 56 inches. A short chain, 5 karms in length, was used,
and slope was eliminated by care being taken to keep the chain horizontal, and
by the use of the rod and plumb line on the steeper slopes. The measure of
area was as follows :—

20 square karms or biswénsis=1 biswa=="01 acrc;
20 biswhs==1 bigha="2 acre;

so that the ligha is exactly oue-fifth of an acre. The time occupied b
measurements gave me abundant opportunities of checking the work, and thougg
it was not equal in acouracy to the rosults of the square system it was
astonishingly correct. The work of the Survey of India Department was in
progress simultaneously with ficld measurements, but it necessarily took longer,
as it covered the whole area instead of that of cultivation only, and before
the completion of the settlement T received from the Survey Department
area returns for three kothis only. In the case of these the cultivated area,
according to the field maps, exceeded the same area according to the sur-
vey map by 16 per cent. This is a sufficiently close agreement considering
that the survey maps show the cultivation only roughly, and eannot indicate
small blocks of less than thrce aeres, and show as either entirely waste or
entirely cultivated all blocks in which cultivation is much intermixed with
waste. By cultivated area according to the field maps is meant the area of
fields containing cultivated land. The net cultivated area as entered in the
rent roll is the cultivated portions of such fields after making allowance for
rocks and large boulders in them, and for the sloping banks between field
terraces. The net area so ascertained was, in the case of the threo lLothis
referred to, about three-fourths of the area according to the survey map.
For the more level parts of Kulu Colonel Tanner, Deputy Superintendent
of Survey, supplied me with sheets in which points had been plotted by his
subordinates and marked by pillars on the ground. These were received too
lato to be used as mapping sheets, but were of assistance for comparison
with the ffe¥d maps. As the survey maps were not available to form from
the first the basis of the record a very rough index map was made of
-each phati in which were numbered off the blocks of cultivation separately
measured, and it is hoped that with the aid of those index maps a connection
may be established between the survey map and the field maps.

51. In the summer of 1890 it was found possible to depute 12
patwdris under the chargo of a field kéndngo to mea-
sure the cultivation of Lahil, and the work was finished
in two months. No attempt was made to prepare elaborate field maps, but
each flield was chained, and the areca was taken out in the field map from
tlie chain measurements, and a map was prepared at the same time not to
scale but showing roughly the relative positions of fields. The nieasurements
were thoroughly checked by Rii Moti Rdm, Extra Assistant Commissioner.
AE 8000 as the measurements were  complete and area returns were available
Mr. O’Brien and I visited Lahil together for the purpose of making the
assessment. The assessment report was snbmitted in September 1290,

Measurements in Lahul,



52. T assessed the phatfs of Waziris Parol, Lag Mabardja and Lag

History of tho revision S8ari in the spring of 1891, and submitted the assessment
of settlement. - report in June of that year. The assessment of W.a.zin
The work done fu Spiti.  Riipi was completed, and the assessment report submitted
in July 1891. In the summer of that year a small establishment of four
patwéris under a kdmingo was sent to Spiti to make a crop inspection and
an appraisement of the cultivation. The method of appraisement adopted
was to inquire in each field in presence of all the villagers how much barley
seed was required to sow it. The area was then expresged in the khasra and
jamabandi in terms of Lhals of barley sced. The area was returned in the
same manner at regular settlement and at the first revision, but the method
then followed was simply to ask each person in presence of the villagers
how much seed went to sow the whole of his land ; thero was no field-to-
field appraisement. The new returns may, therefore, be expected to give a
more acocurate cstimate of the area of cultivation than has hitherto been made,
but the degreo of accuracy is not, as a fact, high. -It may be accepted that
three khals of barley seed are sufficient for an acro of land as a rule, but
the amount must vary with the quality of the soil, the eclevation and the
aspect. From the fields I tested 1 should judge that the real area is from
a third to a half greater than has been now estimated. The work was done
in little more than a month, in which time it was found possible to prepare
detailed jamabandis for the five kothis, genealogical trees and rough field
maps indicating the relative positions of the various fields in each village.*
I then visited Spiti in July, checked the work and framed the assessment,
which was reported in the following wmonth. The remainder of the autumn
was devoted to the assessment of Sardj, the report on which was submitted in
September 1891. I was transferred from the subdivision in November of that
year, and the records of rights for the sub-division were completed during the

following year under the supervision, of my succossors Mr. M. W. Fenton
and Mr, H. A. Rose.

Contents of the record 53. The revised record of rights, or the standing
of righta. record for each phdti, contains the following papers:—

(1) A preliminary proceeding setting forth the notifications under
which the record was revised and the revenue re-assessed with

a }isb of the documents contained in the record. This is bound
with the jamabunds ;

(2) The genealogical tree of the proprietors of the phdti. This is
separato from the jamaband: ;

(3) The field map which is on mapping sheets of the usual size;

(4) The detailed jamabandi, to which is appended a list of phdts, or
hillside grass preserves, with the names of the right-holders,
and a list of water-mills (gharats) with the rent, if any, paid

igx{ t})zem (they are not assessed with revenus except in Waziri
dpi) ;

(5) The yearly total of transfers;

(6) The yearly register of area ;

(7) The yearly revenue account ;

(8) A list of revenuo assignments and pensions ;

(9) The order of the Collector announcing the new assessment ;

(10) The order of the Collector distributing the new assessment over
holdings (this gives full details of the method followed) ; and

(11) Tho order regarding cesses.

A twelith paper is the Wdjib-ul-arz which is prepared for the kothi, and
is bound up with the record of one of the phdlis of the kothi. The papers

——

* The landowners wer® furnished during the appraisement with papers written in the Ti
langnage showing ench one the are of his holding, and after the distribution an gnfry in Tib:t&;zn wtase mT;ggt ?ﬁ
each man’'s paper of the amountof  venue of each kind and the cesses duo from him,
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Nos. (1) and (4) to(12) are bound in one volume, and in the case of small phdtis
the re;son};ls of two or more are included in the same volume, if they are in the
same kothi.

54. I prepared a draft Wdjib-ul-arz before leaving Kulu in the form
Revision of the Wajib. prescribed by the rules under the Land Revenue Act.
ul-urz, "The old Wdjib-ul-arz was in great detail, but the form
differed from that now prescribed. Legislation had made it obsolete in some
details, and the Forest Settlement and the modification of the begdr system
affected some of its provisions. The document drafted by me was vead out to
the landowners of the different kothis and modified where necessary. A sum-
mary of its contents as finally approved and sanctioned has been furnished by
Mr. H. A. Rose, C.S., and is printed as Appendix II to this report. The pro-
visions regarding begdr will be inoperative now that Government has directed
the abolition of forced labour in the subdivision.

55, The village note-book system of the subdivision does not, like that
of the rest of the district, differ materially from that of the
plains. There is a village note-book for each phdti, but
-none for the kothi, except in Lahdl and Spiti, where there is no subdivision
‘lower than a kothi. The waziri is regarded as an assessment circle, and circle
-note-books are maintained for each waziri.

Village note-books.



CHAPTER VI.
MISCELLANEOUS.

56. The distribution of the old Jland revenue over boldings was very
Disteibution of the €rratic owing to the inaccuracy of the appraisements of the
new demand over hold-  cultivation made at previous settlemeunts and to the partiality
1oge. cf the arbitrators who wore selected to make the appraise
ments. 1 was, therefore, anxious to remain in the subdivision till the dis-
tributior of the new land revenue was completed, and to utilize in superintending
it the intimate knowledge 1 had acquired of the hamlets of each phati, but I was
required elscwhere, and was not allowed to remain,

T have, therefore, no personal knowledge of the methods of distribution
adopted, and I have not been able to get any information on the subject except
inthe shape of avernacular report from Miydn Amar Singh, who is now tahsilddr of
Kuly, and who held charge as Deputy Superintendent of the settlement work in
the Sardj tahsil. Ilis report is to the effect that in all the 82 phdtis of Sard]j
and in 81 out of the 88 phdtis of Kulu the distribution was by rates on classes
of soil. In the remaining 7 phdtis of Kulu the distribution was by un all-round
rate in three (Maldna, Pini and Halan) and by .a rateable increase on the old
revenue in four (Baraher, Kherihar, Bdl and Pij). In my assessment reports I’
indicated the rates corresponding with the taluga rates which I considered suit-
able for the three classes of irrigated land, and the four classes of urnirrigated
land described in paragraph 26 of this report. These were for the Kulu tahsil
Rs. 5, Rs. 4 and Rs. 3 per acre for three classes of irrigated land, and Rs. 2-12-0
and Rs, 1-12-0 for the two classes of dofasli land and the faluga rates (one rupee
and half a rupee, respectively) for the other two classes. If the rates used in the-
distribution bore the same proportion to these as that of the new jama of a

-phdti to its assessment by faluga rates the distribution of the new revenueis

probably fairly equitable, more cquitable at any rate than the old distribution,
and this was, I found, the method followed in one phdti of which I have seen the
record. In Lahdlard Spiti the assessment was by the small areas of cultivation
comprised in each hamlet, and the distribution within the hamlet, which was by a
uniform rate per acre of cultivation, was effected as soon as the new assess-
ments were announced by me.

57. About two-sevenths of the cash land revenue of the subdivision,
amounting to. Rs. 30,875, is assigned, Rs. 16,600 to the
jagirddrs mentioned in Chapter 1V of this Report, and most
of the remainder in favour of temples. The tenants of templc lands have
been described in paragraph 13 of this Report, and the services required of them
arc detailed in the Wdjib-ul-arz, and will be found in Mr. Rose’s note in Appen-
dixz II. The revenuc-free tenures had been fully investigated at the first re-
vision of settlement, and at the present revision all that was necessary to see was
that the sanctioned areas were not exceeded. The orders on the subject of sub--
assignments of land revenue within the Riipi jigir bhave been stated in para-
graph 22 of this report. '

58. The following table shows the agency for maintenance of village
records as constituted after the revision of settlement now
reported on :—

Assigned land revenue.

Patwiris and kéndngos.

AVERAGE AVERAGE AVERAGE
KARUNGOS. Parwaris. CULTIVATED CULTIVATING NUMBER OF
AREA, HOLDINGS, FIELDS,
TAHSIL, . / ‘E r ‘E ] [ o
5 & & ® ] - 2 N B \5
o - |38 ;« ] E L] E 2 E
. - — S~ . ~—~ -] = e = b1
g < glod =g 2 |=lEs| &) &5 = = B
a '§ 1 4 -3~ o2
S| E 1 1§ & |E|&7 | &8 [ &] & | &
Kuln 1 1 91 $10 4' 3| 26] 43,300 1,6635] 24,923 939] 199,775 7,684
Plich 1 1 6| 6 3l 4] 191 86,5001 1,921 16,2421  835] 149,227| 7,854

* Inciuding one of the two patwaris of Lahil,
1t lucluding the second patwaris of Lahil and the patwari of Spiti,
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The patwdr cess is Re. 5-3-4 per cent. on the land revenue, or 10 pies per
rupee, as in the rest of the district. If the Kulu Middle School is maintained in
the state of efficiency to which it has been brought by its present Head Master,
Pandit Kdshi Rdm, there should be no difficulty in obtaining patwéris of a good-
educational standard. The Kulu lads who pass the Middle gchool examination
do not care to take service outside the subdivision, and' they are generally
smart and intelligent.

59. The chief village official is the negi of the kothi, who collects the land
revenue and performs the other duties required of the
headman of a village in the plains. His remuneration is
Rs. 4 per cont. of the land reveunue, and is collected in addition to it. For
each phdti therc is a so-called lambarddr, but his duties are confined to the
provision of supplies and forced labour when required. The lambard4rs are
remunerated by a cess of Rs. 2 on the land revenue. Now that Government
have directed the completo abolition, of forcod labour it should be considered
whether these lambarddirs arc required, and whether the lambarddri cess may
not be appropriated to help to meet the expenditure occasioned by the abolition
of begdr. "Tbe rdkha, or forest watchman, for whose maintenance the land-
owners are responsible, is remunerated by a cess of one rupee per cent. on the
land revenue. "The chaukiddir was formerly remunerateid by a cess on the land
revenue, but in the orders on the assessiment reports it was directed that this
should be converted into a rate on houses, as required by the rnles under Act
IV of 1872. 'The jagirdir of Ripi is by the orders of tho Financial Commissioner,
consnited by the Assisstant Commissioner of Kulu regarding the appointment
and dismissal of negis in his jdgir.

In Lahiil the lambharddr: arrangements are -slightly different. There
is a lambarddr for each Lothi, and he collects the land revenue in addition to pro-
viding supplies and discharging the other duties of a village headman. But
until the present revision of settlement hie received only one per cent. on the land
revenue as his fees out of the pachotra, or five per cent. which was collected in
addition to the land revenue, and the remaining Rs, 4 of which were paid to
Thékur Hari Chand, the representative of Government in Lahiil, and sometimes
styled the negi of that waziri. Iis other emoluments are ample, and they were
increased at this revision of settlement, and it was therefore decided that the
whole pachotra, or five per cent., should be given to the lambardsrs.

The Nono of Spiti, who represents Government in that waziri, receives
the pachotra or five per cent. on the land revenue .in all the five kothis in
addition to his other emoluments,

G60. The local rate was, before revision of settlement, Rs. 9-15-4 per cent.
on the land revenue, and the landowners were respousible
for the maintenance of roads. Their respounsibility in this
respect was maintained at revision of settlement, and a reduction of one per
cent. was allowed from the provincial rate of Rs. 10-6-8, and tho rate for the
subdivision was fizxed at Rs. 9-6.0 per ceut. on the land revenue, or Rs. 4-11-0
per ceant. on annual value. This gives 1§ annas per rupee of land revenue.
Now that Government has directed that the roads shall be maintained entirely
by labour paid at full rates * it i3 under contemplation to raise the local rate to
Re. 12-8-0 per cent. on the land revenue.

61. 'The cesses collected in the subdivision are there-
fore (subject torevision of the local rate) as follows :—

PER CENT. ON THE LAND REVENUE OF

Village officers.

The local rate,

Detail of cesses.

== T - T - Bes T e 2

Lahdl. Spiti. (et of

. Rs. a. p. Rs. 0. p. Re. a. p.
Patwir cess -, H 3 41 5 3 4% 5.8 4
Negi's feos e e e T & 00 4 00
Lambardér’s fees 5§ 00 3200
Rikha's fecs . ver o e s 100
Looal rate v . e 9 6 0 9 6 01 9 8 0
Total ... ...'l 19 9 4 199 4,| 21 9 4

* Punjab Government letter No. 868, datod 27th November 1808, -
4 So ordered by the Financial Commissioner, hut the entry in the record of rights is said to be Rs. 8-2.0 in Lahdl and Bpiti.
1 8o ordored on the Assesament Report, but the entry in tho record of rights is said to be Rs. 9-18-4in Spiti,
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There.is no malba in the district. Village expenses in Kuluare met from
the kothi common fund the income to which is detailed in Appendix II to this
Report.

62. The figures given rogarding cost of settlement and the portion of it
recovered from jigirddrs in paragraph 136 of Mr. An-
derson’s Kingra Settlement Report include the cost of
the Kulu settlement, which was.Rs. 29,293. These figures do mnot include the
pay of gazetted officers, whose salaries would have been paid under any circum-
stances.

Cost of the settloment.

65. For successful sheep farming it is necessary that the flocks should

at all times of the year have sufficient grazing, and a cool

o O oD omg but DOt t00 cold or damp a climate. This can only be ob-

of the flocks during the tained by constant movement, and only a few sheep are

year. kept for domestic purposes permanently at the house of

their owner. In the winter the sheep and goats of the higher kothis are driven

down to the pastures of the lower Lothis, or even further to grazing grounds

in Mandi or Suket. In these Native States they pay Rs. 3-2.0 per hundred

sheep for the winter grazing. The distribution of Kulu sheep and goats was
ascertained to be during the winter of 1891 as follows :—

BuT GRAZING IN B
Sheep and goats belonging to Tolal.
Native States. Kulu,

Kalo preper w0 e e e el 18,948 76,617 95,865
Ripi v o 21,897 22,750 44,647
Bard] o v e e e e BEREESSERE. 5,588 | ¥6,337 81,925
At v | ——— I Sl r——

Total 46,433 175,704 222,137

In March the flocks are driven home to spend the spring lambing season
in the neighbourhood of the villages of the proprietors and they remain there
till the middle of June. They are then taken up to pastures (gahar or thach )
on the same level as thehighest lying cultivation for a month and then on in
July to the migahars, the sheep runs on the grassy slopes above the
limit of forest growth. The best of theseare in Lahil, where the almost rainless
climate is very healthy for sheep in the summer, and more than half the sheep
and goats of the Kulu tahsil are driven there as well as the flocks of the Gaddi
shepherds who have a right of way through Kulu thither from Kéngra. The
‘next best nigahars are those situated towards the sources of the Parbati, Sainj
and Tirthan rivers in the high range between Spiti and Kulu,. where the monsoon
rainfall though almost continuous takes the form of a thin drizzle or Scotch
mist. Such of these as are in Waziri Ripi are resorted to not only by the
shephberds of that waziri but also by men from Sardj and Suket who have
always paid fees to the jigirddr or to Government for the privilege. The sum-
mer distribution of the flocks of the subdivision was ascertained in 1891 to he
as follows :—

————— e e e e -

Graz'ing in | Grazing in | Grazing in|Grazing in
Name of tract to which the sheep belong. | Lahiliand | Bipi niga. | ather niga- |the nigahars Total.
Spiti. hare. bars, of Bardj.
Rﬁpi vos e . ‘er ven 683 3,938 40,026 s 44,647
Bostof Kulu tahsfl .. .. . .. 49,795 45,770 95,565
vardj tabsil .. . e e 3,801 19,426 42,241 16,457 81,925
Total ... { 54,279 23,364 128,037 | 16,4567 222,137
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The flocks remain in the nigahars till the end of the rainy season in
September and are then driven to the gahar, where they remain till the cold
becomes severe and drives tliem down first to the villages of their owners and
thence to their winter pastures.

64. In the time of the Ridjés and afterwrards down to the regular settle-
Previons nssessment  of Ment a tax waglevied on all sheep and goats in Kulu at the
sheep grazing and princi-  pate of cne anna per head per annum. It was on accoun)
ples of the new asscssinent . ) .
of the grazing in Kul Of the grazing for the whole year and therefore no specia
proper. reots or dues were imposed on ths grazing in the nigahars
At the regular settlement of 1851 the tax was deemed to be included in the land
revenue assesged on the subdivision, and this arrangement was continued at the
revision of settlement in 1871. In 1891, however, the new land revenue assess-
ment then made was accepted by Government as including all that could fairly
be taken as land revenue for all rights in the land owned by the people, but with
the reservation that it was not a full assessment in respect of sheep grazing rights
and should be supplomented by a light additional charge to be specially levied
on sheep and goats. In determining the amount of the charge accuunt was tuken
of the profits derived from sheep farming. The annual income from sale of
wool was estimated at Rs. 50 per 100 full grown sheep. Goat’s hair is made
into thick rugs and blankets und is also marketable. At the end of the summer
grazing season sheep sell for the meal market at Rs. 8 to Rs. 10 a pair.
Shepherds have also miscellaneous sources of income such as fees for penning
their flocks in the fields to provide droppings as manure, and their expenses are
nothing beyond the price of their food and clothes. The principles of the assess-
ment “sanctioned by Government at the revision of #ssessment now reported
on were as follows :— '

(1) The flocks of lundowners of all the kothis, jdgir and khdlsa, whe-
ther they contain alpine pastures (nigahars) or not, were assess--
ed at Re. 1-9-0 per hundred for grazing within the limits of
their kothis.

(2) 1f such flocks are grazed in the high pasturoes of Labdl, Ripi or
Sardj out of their own kothi limits, they have to pay Re. 1.9-0
per hundred in addition, or Rs. 8-2-0 per hundred as the total
charge for bath winter and summer grazing.

(3) The flocks of foreign shepherds which merely pass through Kulu
to the summer pastures in Lalnil pay nothing unless they un-
duly delay on the road to the detriment of the grazing of the
local flocks, in which case fees may be levied as a penal measure
at the above rates, or lower or higher according to the discre-
tion of the local officers.

4y The flocks of foreign shepherds which graze in Kulu pay for the
winter grazing Re. 1-9-0 per hundred and for the summer graz-
ing in the alpine pastures Rs. 8-2-0 per hundred, whether in

Ruiipi or in Sardj.
65. On local flocks the grazing revenue was assessed in a lump sum on
Method of assessiog snd the basis of the enumeration made in 1891 to be the
collecting dues. annual demand for a period of ton years. The demand
remains fixed for each kothi during that time, but may be redistributed
annually within the kothi if the people wish it. At the end of the ten years’
period a fresh assessment will be made on the basis of a new enumeration. The
cjollections are made by the neyis of kothis who receive 5 per cent. of thé realiza-
t ona as their remuneration. The dues levied from foreign shepherds are deter-
mined annually by enumeration and are levied by the Assistant Commissioner
with the assistance of his subordinate staff and the negie. These arrangements
for collection.apply to Waziri Ripi as well as to the khdlsa kothis except
that there the jdgirdér (at present in the Court of Wards) is allowed to make his
own arrangements for the collection of the additional rate for high pasture
grazing and of the special dues taken for winter grazing on account of flocks
from outside. The total demand for the year 1891 amounted to Rs. 8,287 (in-
oluding the neqis fees) on aocount-of the khdisa kothis and to Rs, 1.366 on
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account of the flocks of Waziri Ripi. The khdlsa income from feos is, although
decided by Sir James Lyall to be an item of laud revenue, credited to the Forest
Department as a matter of account.

66, The sheep and goats of the Lahilis are used- as pack animals and
Privciplos of the assoss. derive no benefit from the highlying sheep runs which yield
meot of sheep grazing in such excellent.pasturage in summer as thal is the trading
Lubit scason. These sleep runs have, therefore, for a very long
time, been utilized by the Gaddishepherds of Kingra and Chamba and the Koli
ghepherds of Kulu. The Gaddi shepherds vsed to give one or more sheep for
each run in jdgir kothis to the jigirdar and in khdisa kotkis to the Wazir as the
representative of Government. This tax wus known as ker. The Réjas of
Kulu excused the Koli shepherds from this payment as they paid one anna per
head per annum in Kuln on all their sheep and goats. At the regular settlement
the policy approved by Government was to remit all tirni or grazing dues on sheep
in Kulu and Lahdl, but at the revision of settlement in 1871 it was ascertained
that while the Kcli shepherds continned to enjoy immunity in regard to the
Lahil grazing as they had done under the Rdjés the Gaddis had continued to
pay tho old customary kar not ouly to the jigirdirs in the jdgir kothis but
also on account of the khdlsa kothis to the waziv. This arrangement was thon
continued authoritatively, it being understood that the rent of the khdlsa runs
was enjoyed by the wazir as part of his official income, but it was decided that
at the next scttlement the question of increasing the tax and of also imposing it
on the Kulu shepherds’ runs should be considered.  Accordingly in 1890 an
enumeration was made of the flocks of foreign shepherds grazing in Lahil
and a grazing fee at the rate of a quarter of an anna per sheep and goat (or Re.
1-9-0 per hundred) was imposed. = This corresponds with the rate charged for
the grazing of Kulu flocks on the Ligh pastures in Kulu outside tho Lothi
of the owners, while it is only half the rate fixed for (arcign shepherds who
bring their flocks to the Kulu high pastures. 1 had proposed double this rate
for both Koli and Gaddi shepherds, but this was not approved because of the
short time for which the runs are ocoupied, the nselessness of the ground for
any other purpose and the discouragements which the Gaddi and Koli shepherds
encounter elsewhere at other seasons of the year by forest reservations and rules
and by the incroase of dues in Native States.

67. On the basis of this rate applied to the resulls of the enumeration
Rosult of tho assessment,  OF 1890 a rent was fixed for cach sheep run in Lahdl and
of sheep graziog in Lahil.  leages at these rents for the period of settlement at a re-
duction of ten per cent were granted to the shepherds using the runs. In jdgir
kothis these rents were cousidered to be like the old kar, the right of the jdgir-
ddrs ; in khdlsa kothis they are collected by the wazir, who after deducting one-
fourth as part of his official remuneration pays the balance to Government as
miscellaneous land revenue. The numbers of the flocks found grazing in 1890
were as follows:—

Head of sheep and
goats.
Kulu flocks ... “ s . v e 51,685
Chamba flocks “e 53,043
Kéngra (Guddi) flocks e 63,205
Total oo ——-—**mlm

: The total value of the rent, therefore (subject to the deduction above
mentioned), is Rs. 2,455, of which Rs. 627 are payable to jigirddrs and Rs. 1,828
payable to Government, less one-fourth or Re. 437 the remuneration of the wazir.
This is an item of miscellaneous land revenue.
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68. The Lahulis’ flocks having always been free from taxation and not
‘ ... participating, as has been observed above, in the benefits of
The local sheep in Lahil
and Spiti_exempted from the high pasturage are exempt from the payment of any
graiug feos; Only ono fees. 'The profits derived from them as beasts of burden
sbeep rua in Sp are tazed indirectly in the assessment of the land revenue
and directly in tho case of the richer traders by the income tax. The case is
similar with the landowners of Spiti, who keep only a few sheep and goats, five
to ten per house, which in winter they are obliged to keep and feed in-doors.
Both sheep and goats are small. They arc kept on account of the pashm and
the excellent wool they yield and they are also utilized to carry loads of grain
and salt to and from Tibot and Kulu not for purposes of trade but to satisfy the
wants of .their owners. There are no valuable sheep runs in Spiti where,
owing to the rainless climate, the mountain sides are bare of grass and trees.
The ounly run visited by foreign shepherds lies at the northern extremity of the
valley near the Kunzam Pass. Tts rent is included in the rents of the Lahdl
gheep runs.

69. Ldla Moti Rdm, Kxtra Assisstant Commissioner in Kdngra, was sent
hy Mr. O’Bricn to help me from timo to time and rendered
very great assisstance in the fraining of the patwaris
and in pushing on measurement work. He officiated for me for three months
during my absence on privilege leave, and during that time superintended the
preparation of village papers. The system of measurement adopted for Lahl

was devised by him “and gave little inconvenience to the people with sufficiently
trustworthy vesanlts. Te was most active in moving  about in spite of the
cold and other discomforts. He was very observant “and furnished mo with
many useful notes. Munshi Hdkim Singh, Deputy Superintendent of Settlement,
did excellent work in tho Kulu tahsil. = fle was indefatigable'in his mspections
involving though they did hard journeys on foot along difficult paths, particu-
larly irksome to a native of the plains, and with groat porscverance he got capis
tal work out of the most unpromising patwdris. ‘The Tahsildir of Kulu was
changed soveral times during the settlement and did not materially Lelp iu the
work. Useful work was done by Ldla Sohan [.dl, who throughout the settle-
ment held charge of the Sardj tahsil as Ndib-Tahsildar and was able to devote
much time to the supervision of the field kdndngos and patwiris. But the re-
sponsible head of the work in that tahsil was \’[nyau Amar Singh, Deputy Sup-
erintendent, who took the greatost interest in all stages of the settlement and
whose work was vory neat and thorough. He acquired- an intimate knowledge
of the tahsil and was popular with all "classcs.

Notice of officers.

Dera Grazi Knav, 3

g A, H. DIACK.
Maych oth, 1898. J
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APPENDIX 1.

Statement showing area and new assessment of the new settle ment.

TOTAL NEW REVENUE

AREA IN ACRES. WITH JAGIR, MUFI AND
- . NAZRANA.
< Cultivated, g
o Rate per
NAME oF TARSIL. NaXME OF WazIRI E n < g .| acrr
K] o =z | &
4 -~ 2 : > .
gl s s 1% 13 T . H
@ S o ™ © @ o a
3ELE L E zelei s o3
Ela|3 : |5 3] 2
N S VS e — —_————
‘ Ra Ras. Rs Rsa. a. p.
Kula .. ... |Lshdl .. . 110,798) 5,588 41i 5,199) 5,240 1,598 3,082 4680 014 2
i
I
|
) 11 S IS K1 Ao 1284 1284 43 78]% 824r 010 2
l
Parol ... e | 17,803, 3,407011,326; 3,070 14,3084 7,02524,880( 31685 2 3 8
Lag Bari | 6,903 1,687F 4758 438 5214 70! 8960 97100 114 2
Lag Mahardja ... ] 10,4131 2,241 7 788] 384 8,172] 427) 9,298 9'72%' 180
Ripi v 15,149 5015 97230 411{10,134f 18,520 ... 13620 1 4 1
Total ... 62,857’!'7:9)5 L33,4530 10,806 {44,442 23,378 146,721 7o, .
Barkj o .. TemerSarii T [19274 806311007 104]13,210] 100711 828 12,835' .
Outer Sard] .. ... |36,486 12,184 23 200] 1,094 24 303 6,395/ 19,619 26004
Total ... [56,760/20,246] 34,316 1,198 35,514 7,402/81,438) 38,840 w
Total Subdivision ...Ills,m 38,161 67,952 12,004) 79,956] 30,775| 78,189 1089
S e
e —————
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APPENDIX 1I.

Notes by Mr. H. A. Rosg, C. S., on Yhe Wijib-ul-arz of ths Kulu Subdivision.

The new Wdjib-ul-arz embodies the old, with certain alterations consented to by
the right-holders and some omissions on points, such as joint responsibility for land
revenue, now provided for by enactments. The following notes give the general scope of
the documents as now attested in each waziri.

In Kulu, Lah6l and Spiti Government is owner of all unocoupied waste land, but

Section 1.—Waste land, in certain kothis, certain common land is in posseasion of indivi.
014 Beotion 6. dual co-sharers or is held by tenants paying cash rents. Any sach

land is managed by the negi and the income is partible among the proprietors in pro-
portion to the revenue they peay.

As to Rfipi, Section 11, lays down the rights of the R4i who is owner of all
undewmarcated waste,

To Lalidl alsa the jAgivdars own the undemarcated forest.

In Kula cattle grazing in the undomarcated forest is open to all, that is one kothi
Seotion 3.—Grasing, Old may graze in the lands of another and custom regulates all’
Sections 16-17. questions in this connection not the boundaries of the kothis.

As to sheep this general cusfow is mare limited, as in Séwan and Bhddon sheep
graze in the nigahars and in Asoj in the gahars, where the grazing is not open to all,
and the rights in the gahars and nigahars have been recorded.

The general rule is that in Chet and Baisfkh the sheep graze in the dothla, 3. 6.,
about the lowlying villages, in Jeth and Hér in the gahars, from the end of Hir to
20th Bhddun in the migahars and then they come home. Each shepherd has his own
ban, but if it is not occupied by him others may do so for a night when on their way to
the pastures.

There is a special custora in Sarfj.—In R4pi in kothiy Sahnsar and Kanawar
certain alpine pastures are recorded as open to foreign grazing subject to the provision
that sofficient must remain for the local flocks.

In Lahil the Koli and Gaddi shepherds have been recorded as using certsin runs,

The question of taxing the Kula shepherds, the Lahdl shepherds, the foreign
shepherds in Kulu and in the Koliand Gaddi runs in Lahtl has been dealt with in
paragraphs 68—68 of the Settlement Report.

There is no sayer income in Kulu. In Sardj licenses for the soaring of hawks

Section 3 and musk deer must be obtained from the Assistant Commissioner,

’ but no charge is made, In Répithe jAgirdar issues licenses and

his own terms, and snares may not be set in Ripi without his permission or that of
Government,

There is no malba usage. Common charges on the phdafi gre met by a collec-

. . tion from the proprietors of the phdti in proportion to their
Soction 4. Old Section 38, ravenue, and accounts of such charges are kept by the negi and
patwéri, or by some one elected to do so.

The items credited to the kothi funds were:

I. Produce of shamildt,

II. Nautor reveunue.

And in future this fund will be an important one-in large or wealthy kothis.

In Riipi the Rai receives the nautor revenue and hence meets all miscellaneous
charges out of his own pocket.

In Lahdl the jagirdars receive the nautor income and all oolts {but not fillies) born
in the jdgir kothis. They should in future be made to meet any miscellaneous charges-
a8 there can be no kothi fund in jagir kothis.

In Spiti grain in fixed quantities is paid into the kothi funds.

The customs relating to irrigation are given in detail in the proceedings prepared
at revision of settlement, and any new %kuhls wmade have been

Section 5. recorded.
8oction 5.—Oustoms re- In Lah6l lots are cast for the turns .in vsing the hill
lating to irrigation. streams, a full turn being given to a full jeola.

In Ripi the old Wijib-ul-arz contained the recorded oustoms (in Section 19) which
are the same a8 those now recorded in Kulu.

Mills can be constructed by a proprietor in his own land. In Government waste

Seotfon 6.—Customs re- Mills are built after the grant of a lease as described in Seotion 11

Iating to mills 40,41. Old B. The bailder owns the mill, but he can put in a paka or mill-man

Section as his tenant (bakak), and the latter is liable to ejectment by the
owner. The owner collects the rent agreed upon between them,
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A list of existing mills has been drawn up, and forms part ot the Settlement file.
Such mills are not assessed.

In Riépi mills are divided into three classes paying annas 8, annas 6, and annas 4

. (to the Réi). Leases for new mills are given in the sume way as
014 Bection 16. leages for nautor.

4.—Where no injury is caused to land, the river remains the koths vounaary under

. all circumstances. Ifin consequence of river action the land of

d“s::;tgg” 7(')'1:1“8':;;;2: g'l'fi 8 part of a kothi becomes an island or attached to an island, the

' proprietary rights remain unchanged but Government may decide

in which %oths the revenue is to be realized. So also Government may determine how
waste land, its property, shall be treated.

B.—Where injury is caused by the stream or by landslips, the ruleis tbat an
Old Section 32 owner whose land is lost may by Section 11 B take waste land
‘ ’ payingon it the revenue of the diluviated or lost land. In this
case the diluviated land becomes the property of (overnmeant.

But if the owner refuses to take waste, the owner of the lost land retains his
rights, but ceases to pay the revenue on the land, the revenue being made up from the
revenue on naulor (vide Section 11 B). But if the revenue on nautor be found insufficient
to make up the revenne of the land lost, and the latter be not less than Re. 1, remission
may be granted by Government, and in that case the diluviated land becomes Government
waste.

In Rfpi and the jdgir kothis of Lahdl, the jégirdars recoive the revenue on naulor
and hence they are bound to grant a remission of revenue, unless the owner elects to
take a lease of waste paying on it ouly the revenuo of the lost land.

In Kulo and elsewhere everyone is declaredto be the owner of his own house
Section " 8.—Inhabited @nd to have full powers over it. But baithus or basnus’ houses

Site. having been built originally by their landlords, cannot be
transferred by them. Ifa baithu or basnu goes away his house is considered his land-
lord’s, and even if the material were the baithu’s or basnu’s the house belongs to the land-

lord, and the former cannot trauvsfer it.
If & house-holder dies without heirs his house becomos Government property.
This section is new, and embodies existing custom.

A.—RIGHT 10 PLOUGH AND FELL TREES.
This section is suhject to the rules of the Forost Settlement. Cultivators without

. a right of occupanoy may not fell or plantt 3 i
Seotion 9—Rights  of g panoy may plant trees except with the

ol owner’s permission. Occupancy tenants may plant trees and fell
Old Section 35.— them if necessary for agricultural parposes or for building timber,

&c. They cannot, however, sell. Subject to the Forest Set-
tlement rules all tenants may lop trees in their holdings.

B.—RicHT 1N gRASS.

Ini phdts belonging to owners tenants have no rights. In all other grass lands the

Old Sections 10—21. right of cutting is common, but occasionally people living near

a pasture have the exclusive use of it, and Governmeut decides

any disputes which may arise abont such a pasture. Bat such a right does not amount

to ownership. People of one kothi cannot, as & rule, cut grass in another kothi without
the permission of tho authorities, unless they have no grass land of their own.

C.—LaBouk, RENT, AND CUSTOMS IN CULTIVATORS.

Tenants paying grain rents must carry the grain to the landlord’s houses. Some

) tenants work for their landlords at big festivals. The land-

01d Bection 39. lord takes nothing in addition to the share of the pruduce, and

payments to wenials aro made from the common heap, Tenants of both kinds supply

their own manure. It is not customary to sell manure, but a non-cultivator who owns his

house may dispose of manure as he chooses, A basnu does all kinds of work for his
landlord, to whom also he is bound to supply maunure,

Nearly all C. is new.
D.—RianTs OF TEMPLE TENANTS.

_— The devte is considered the proprietor of the land, and
0la Seotion 36. the cultivators are his tenants. Such tenants are of two kinds :—

(1) Servico tenants as kdrddrs, pujdiris, &c., who enjoy land free in return for
gervice. The kdrddi’s office is hereditarg’, but he may be dismissed for
misconduct. He manages the temple funds. The pujiri is also a heredi-
tary office: he may be dismissed for misconduot or losing caste and may
then be replaced by some other member of his family ; or if no member
is fit, then by some member of the caste appointed by,a majority of the
worshippers. The gur or chela is not hereditary : heis appointed by the devta
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whom it is his business to amuse ; he may be dismissed for misconduct, eto.
The musicians are hereditary officers; the ' times for musio are fixed.
They accompany the devta when he goes to any place: they also msy be
dismissed for not doing their work.

"The flower-bringer fotches flowers for worship daily. Appointments of their ser-
vices are made according to the choice of the majority of the worshippers.

All those tenants may mortgage but only for the terms of their office ; they can-
not sell,

(2). The second class of tenants consists of those who pay cash or grain rents.
These cannot be ejected while they pay reut, and the succession devolves
as in proprietary holdings. They may mortgage, but no case of sasle has
occurred, They must work for the devla when any building is under
constructior, or when he goes anywhere supplying their own food, except
when they work as thawis.

Old Sections 30, 35, 32, .. In Répi the Réi can dismiss kdrddrs, and he has the chief
voice in the appointment of pujiris.

Ogly Section 9 A aund C apply in the case of Lahdl.

This is & new section embodying the existing cnstom, as ascertained for each
Section 10.—Customary Kothi, ralating to the customary dues paid to menials, and the
daes. service due from them.

A—Naziil.—All nazil property, lime, kankar, black.stone, slate and other quarries:

Section 11.—Rights of above or below the surface, in unoccupied waste belongto Govern-

‘Governmeut, ment, and 8o also do ruins, old buildings and spontaneous pro-
014 8ection 8. duets.

All rights to quarry slates, &o., within demarcated forest have been recorded in
detail in the Forest Settlement Recerds.

¢ In nndemarcated forest we have a right to take stones, slates, &c., from existing
quarries in accordance with oustom, but 1o new quarries may be opened without per-
mission. If & wine or quarry other than as described in Section 41, Act XVII
of 1887, be found in an owner’s land, Government is entitled to the same share of the
profits as it is of the profits from cultivated land.”

11 A.—In Rdpi there is no nazil property, mines belong to Government and Govern-

Répi. Old Bections 22,24, ment can also take stones &c, from the river beds. The Forest

) Settlement records all rights to take slates, &c. Ruins belong to
the Réi.

In Lahdl the rights arve nearly the same and in the Jagir
kothis ruins and all but valuable mines belong to jégirdars.

B. —Forest.—All waste land and all trees of any kind on it belong to Government.
The Forest Settlement Officer settled all our rights in such land, and it is under the Forest
Department, with the exception of such land as has been included in proprietary
holdings,

Hay-making customs have beeu explained iu the Forest Settlement Rules and
lists of the phats (with the estimated arcas) have been filed with the jamabandis.

Land in undemarcated forest may be cultivated under u lease obtained from
Government. When a lease is applied for objections have to be investigated and graz-
ing must not be rondered insuflicient.

'The revenue on nautor is not levied for the first two yeurs, and only half is taken
the third year, and in special cases exemption may extend 'to four
years or five in ropa land.  Failing to cultivate or take possession
in their one year cancels the lease.
A nou-proprisetor has to pay at Rs. 4 to Rg. 1 for a gharat site and for a houss at
Sinco » kutb has to he Tevenuerates, a.e., paria dehi ; cattle-paths, &a:, way not be disturbed
built in such land. without the consent of those who use them.
The devta’s house or a cemetery, gakars and nigahars, i.e., meadowsat a high elevation,

or land adjoining the high road used as an encamping-ground may not be granted on
lease. Culitivation without lease is forbidden.

Bection 11.—Con. D.

Old Sections 6, 7, 9.

Of several applicants for one plot the one whose cattle. graze in it has first claim,

th eople of the phdfs in which it lies, and th 1
014 Section 9. koi;:i.p P pratiin whi ) en people of the

When laud is broken up far cultivation in undemarcated forest, its revenue until
01a Section 5 distribution under a new settlement is common incowe, and it will
ection o.

in future be divided among the proprietors of the phati after
deducting what is required for common expenses.

At a new settlement such land is brought under assessment, and the lessee becomes
a member of the proprietary body.
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In Répi demarcated waste belongs to Government and undemarcated waste to the-
0ld Section 82. Rai, but the.dues on the latter are the property of Government,.

Leases for naufor in the waste are granted by the R4i, subject to the Fotest
Settlement Rules, and with the same procedure as in Kulu proper.

A zamindér may break up waste land in his own holding without permission, but
he i3 liable to pay revenue on it unless such waste was assessed at the distribution of the
current ssttlement.

In Lahul the conditions are the same with a few modifications, and in the jdgfr
koth{s the jégirdér owning the undemarcated waste receives revenue from nautor.

C.— Unclaimed land, &c.—1f any owner die without heirs his land belongs to Govern-

Boction 11. ment. If any owner leave his land through poverty his collateral

014 Bections 29, 30. relations are first entitled to cultivate the land, paying the

revenue ; if no collaterals exist, any of the proprietors of the phdti cap cultivateit. Other-

wise the neg? can make arrangements for its cultivation and for payment of the revenue.

1f the land lies waste in consequence of no one cultivating it the phdts proprietors remain
responsible for its revenue.

In Répi unclaimed and unoconpied land belongs to the R&i and the Rai gives
remission on account of an absentee’s land left uncultivated,

A.—Begdr, (1) Road, &c.—As no road cess is paid, the local rate now standing at

Rs. 4-11-0 per oent. instead of ono anna per rupes of annual value

Section 12.—Other usages. under Section 5 (2), Act XX of 1888, the people repair roads,

014 Section 42. phdti by phdti, each having its fixed portion., Repairs are executed

between Asoj lst and 15th and between Chet 15th and 80th, and

on the passes when the snow melts, No one is excused from road begdr whether owner
or temple tenant. If a road be rendered impassable by rain it must be repaired at once.

Each owner or temple tenant has bis portion assigned to him, but he is to be

, assisted by othersif any exceptional calamity renders it uecessary.

Bection 12. The repairs and roconstruction of dhippis * and repeirs to sanghast

are included in repairs to roads, and payment is not given for such assistance, but timber

and rails are supplied by Government. = Village officers (negt, lambardér, chaukidér and
rékha) are not excused from this.

Bridges lying between two kothis are repaired equally by both.

(2) Certain Public Works.—‘‘ Reconstruction of sanghas, T repairs to rest-houses
and other Public Works are dore by us under the orders of the Assistant Commissioner.
For such work two annas a day are paid, each man working in terms of 15 days at a
time, and being paid at the end of each time.  In Asoj, Katak, Joth and Hsr this is not
to be required except in cases of urgent necessity.”

(8) Detail of begdr by caste is given.

(4) Miscellaneous begdr rules.—A list of begdris has been prepared showing what

Ol Section 43 each man gives. He who enjoys land gives begcir, and he who does not,
eotion 22 not. Widows withouat heirs are excused, unless they have regularly

had peramours. Widows with young children are excused until the children grow up
as sre all minors (until 17 years of age), old and decrepit persons except such %egdr as
they are fit for, if any, unless they have tenants when the latter are responsible.

In Rupi, Section 12, paragraph (_l), (2) (8) and (4) are the same as those for Kulu

s proper. Inadditicn there is Seotion 12 A (5) corresponding to the
01d Section 42. old Section 42 (3) as follows :— P 8

(5) Rdv’s begdr.~The former rules oo this subject are still in force, and the old
Section 42 (3) has only been modified by the cendition that the R&i will show consideration
in summoning coolies to carry lands on a journey in Jeth and Har.}

In Léhuithere are a few modifications under Section 12 A paragraph (1) and under

paragraph (4) the jégirdar and cadets of his family are exempt;
1. Roads. d b- ial ixi : :
2 Publis Works. under paragraph (2} special provisions have been inserted asto the
8. Caste begdr. Béra Lacha road, and under paragraph (3) no one is excused, &s no
4. Rules. caste exists. Paragraph (4) for Lahdl contains some slight modi-

fications of paragraph & (4) as recorded in Kulu proper.

In Lahiil paragraph 5 records the abolition of pala begdr, the custom by which a

§ pala. number of coolies were kept waiting at each stage whether required
‘ or not.

* Foot bridges.
4 Large wooden bridges.
1 This has been modified by the final orders on the assessment of Rfipi.
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