No. 2118-408-2, dated Simla, the 215t December 1914.

From ~F. Novcg, Esq., L.C.S., Und-r Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Revenue and
Agriculture (Land Revenue),

Tu—The Hon'ble the Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces.

1 am directed to acknowledge receipt of Mr. Leftwich’'s letter No. 637—~XI-4-99,
dated the 23rd October 1914, forwarding the final report on the Settlement of the Damoh
District, aud to say that the Governor General in Council is pleased to coafirm the Settle-
ment of the district under Section 53 of the Central Provinces Liad Revenue Act. The
Government of India also sanction the term being fixel at 20 years. [am at the same
time to convey the appreciation of the Gavernment of India of the godd work done by the
Settlement Officer, Mr. C, G. C. Treach, 1.C.S.

No. 21—Xl+4-99-14.
Nagpur, the 11th Fanuary 1915,

Copy, with copy of this Department's letter No. 657—X!-4-93, dated the
23rd October 1914, forwarded to the Commissioner of Settlements, Central
Provinces, for information, with reference to his letter No. 1996 —1-147, dated the
15th July 1914, and with the request that he will be good enough to submit

a draft notification under Section 39 of the Central Provinces Land Revenue Act,
declaring the completion of the Settlement operations in the Damoh District.

E. GORDON,
Under Secretary to the Chief Commissioner,

Central Provinces.



CENTRAL PROVINGES ABMINISTRATION.

e e ————

Sutbep and Settlement Hepartment,

e ]

FrOoMm
THE HON'BLE MRr. C. G. LEFTWICH, 1. C. s,
THIRD SECRETARY TO THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER,
Central Provinces,
To
THE SECRETARY rto tHr GOVERN MENT o¥ INDIA,
REVIENUE AND AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT.
Nagpur, the 23rd October 1914,
SIR,

[ am directed to submit, for the information and orders of the Government
of India, the final report on the Scttlement opcrations in the Damoh districe,
together with a copy of letter No. 1996+1-14 7, dated the 15th July 1914, from
the Commissioner of Scttlements, forwarding the report.

2. The previous settlement of the district was made in 1888—g1 and
announced in 1893, but owing to distress conscquent on the failure of crops
1593-94 the introduction of the revised demand was deferred for onc year,
and took cffect in both the atta and Damoh tahsils from the 1st July 1894
for a period of 12 years.  The years which followed the introduction of the new
Setilemert, however, witnessed a scries of bad seasons, culminating in the
famines of 1896-97 and 189g9-1900, and the revised demand was never once
collected. In 1899, alter six harvests, during which inno single ycar did the
people reap three-fourths of a normal crop, it was evident that the Settlement
had utterly broken down and that reliet mecasures on an extensive scale were
necessary, and accordingly a scheme of abatement of reats and revenue, to run
for the remainder of the term of Settlement, was applied to the whole district,
resulting in a reduction of revenue of Rs. 738,162 out of the previous demand of
Rs. 4,24,006.

3. The abatements were, however, owing to the urgency of the situation, of
necessity carried out in a summary fashion, resulting, as soon as the first signs
of recovery were indicated, in great unevenness of rents. In 1907, so great had
this unevenncss become that it was decided to undertake a fresh Settlement,
although the enhanced revenue anticipated was less than half a lakh, and regular
operations were begun in 1907 with the sanction of the Government of India con-
veyed in Mr. Kerr's letter No. 1287-330-2, dated the 10oth September 1907.
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4. It soon became evident, howcver, as the more detailed enquiries went on,
that owing to the rapid recovery of the district a considerably heavier enhancement
than was aniicipated could be imposed. The population, which in 1901 had fallen
by 13 per cent as a result of the famines, in 1911 again showed an increase of
4 per cent over the figures of 1891, Great strides had been made in the
improvement of communications throughout the district, and prices showed
a large rise since the last Settlement, amounting to as much as 31 per cent in the
case of wheat and 39 per cent in the case of rice,

The occupied and cropped areas- had risen by 7,128 and 3,218 acres,
respectively, and the quality of the cropping had improved. The tendency,
previously much in evidence, to speculate with wheat on unsuitable soils had
disappeared, and wheat and its mixturcs now account for only 223,125 acres
or 41 per cent of the cropped arca, instead of 261,728 acres as at last
Settlement.

In view of this satisfactory recovery it has been possible to impose an
enhancement of 21 per cent on tcnants’ payments over the district as a whole.
Much of this is, however, as pointed out by the Commissioner of Settlements,
merely reimposition of abatements and not genuine enhancement, especially in
the Hatta tahsil where the revised rental is practically the same as that announced
at last Settlement, and the incidence per acre has been restored from Re. o-15-5
to the former figure of Rs. 1-2-5 per acre.

In the Damoh tahsil there has bcen more genuine enhancement—amount-
ing to 14 per cent—, the all.-round rate baving risen from Rs. 1-0-3 before Settle-
ment to Ks. 1-3-7, as compared with Rs. 1-1-0 at Settlement. The total increase
in cash payments, including the small and unimportant class of malik-makbuzas,
has been from Rs. 5,59,085 to Rs. 6,84,290.

6. Home-farm, which usually consists of the best land in the village, has
been valued at the sanctioned village rate, the incidence per acre falling at
Rs. 1-7-9 compared with the all-round tenancy rate of Rs. 1-3-1.  Siwai, which
has been assessed at Rs, 21,241 as compared with Rs. 10,810 at last Seitle-
ment, calls for no special remark.

7. The total assets of the district, as revised and announced, are com-
pared below with those of the last Settlement :—

As revised'and
At ‘ast Settlement. announced.
Rs, Rs.
Tenants’ payments . 6,006,630 6,52,866
Valuation of home-farm and land held by privileged tenants. 1,85,256 2,29,156
Siwai o 10,810 21,241
Payments of malik-makbuzas 22,144 31,424
Total o 8,24 840 934,037

On these revised asscts the Settlement Officer has assessed a kamil-jama
of Rs. 4,84,107, which falls at 52 per cent as compared with 54 per cent taken
at last Settlement.  The total increase in revenue is Rs. 1,19,665 or 33 per cent
over the present revenue, but only Rs. 40,654 over that of last Settlement, the
revised revenue of the Damoh tahsil being actually Rs. 834 less than that
announced in 1893.  The incrcase in cash payments is Rs. 1,25205, so that
as a body the malguzars have gained by resettlement in spite of the additions
made to home-farm. It is estimated that the total post of the resettlement
amounts to Rs. 2,75,175 which will be recouped by two and a half years’ revenue
enhancement,

8. There are 52 regularly settled ryotwari villages in the district in which
the revenue has been raiscd from Rs. 6,512 to Rs, 7,614 or by 17 per cent,
the revised payments falling at Re. 0-9-11 per acre.
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9. The term of the revised Settlement has been fixed provisionally for
a period of 20 years in Mr. Kerr’s letter No. 1387-330-2, dated the 1oth Sep-
tember 1907, and the information now collected shows that this term, which .
the ordinary term adopted for Settlements in these Provinces, is suitabl
Sir Benjamin Robertson has no hesitation in recommending that the Scttlemu:
be confirmed and that the term be fixed at zo years.

10. The Settlement was carried out by Mr. C. G. C. Trench, 1. C. s., a

Settlement Officer, and Sir Benjamin Robertson has much pleasure in bringing 1«
the notice of the Government of India the excellent work which he has done.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
C. G. LEFTWICH,
Thivd Secretary to the Chicf Commissioncy,
Central Provine

Govt. Press, Nagpur :~No, 1:84, Civil Scett-=14-9-14--302.
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H. E. HEMINGWAY, Esq, 1. ¢. S,
COMMISSIONER OF SETTLEMENTS,
Central Provinces,
To
THe CHIEF SECRETARY T1o Tuue HON'BLE THE CHIEF
COMMISSIONER,
SURVEY AND SETTLEMENT DEPARTMENT,
Central Provinces.
Nagpur, the 150k Fuly 1914.
SIR,

I have the honour to submit the Final Settlement Report of the Damoh
district, written by Mr. C. G. Chenevix Trench, 1. C. s.

2. The Damoh district is situated on the northern horder of the Province,
and is bounded on the west by the Saugor-district, on the north and east by
the States of Central India Agency, and on the cast and south by the Jubbulpore
district. It is divided into twa tahsils, Hatta to the north and Damoh to the
south, and contains 1,304 villages, of which 52 are ryotwari  The area of the
distrizt is 2,816 squarc miles, but out of this 792 square miles are Government
forest, and of the area included in the villages, 849 square miles=—mostly uncule
turable—is lying waste. DPhysically the district consists of three¢ main blocks.
In the extreme north is a sandstone ridge, very poorlv supplied with water and
with wretched soil. - To the south of this, slanting from south-west to north-
east comes the broad rich valley ofthe Sonar, called the Haveli.  This tract
contains 654 villages, and pays 74 percent of the Land Revenue of the district.
The soil is mainly dark and friable, and hears good crops of wheat; but the
surface is rather undulating, especially in the north-castern portion. To the
south of the Haveli lies a second hilly tract, which s, however, distinguished
from that to the north by the rich soil which is found inthe valley of the
Bearma and its tnibutaries : this soil is frequentlv embanked.

3. The district communications are decidedly good. Since last Settlement
the old Bina-Saugor line has been exten’ed through the district to Katni on the
East Indian Railway, so that both Bombay aud Calcutta are now within easy
reach. By road the head-quarters are connected with Saugor on the west and
Jubbulpore on the south, whilst metalled roads run to all corners of the district,
so that the villagers of all parts have easy access to the excellent market which
has recentlv been established at Maw Ganj near Damoh Railway Station. The
improvement in communications since last Settlement has been considerable.

4. The early history of the district was somewhat chequered—the revenue
was cxcessive, and the people were extremely turbulent,—but the first regular
Settlement for 30 years, which terminated in 1804, was a period of very great
prosperity. Not so the second regular Settlement, which practically coincided
with the commencement of the famine cvcle. Nominally the revenue was
increased from Rs. 2,80,524 to Rs. 4,43,453, but actually this was never collected.
After a series of temporary expedients the revenue was reduced to Rs. 3,45,844 or
by 18 per cent, the reductions being distributed over 319 villages in the [latta
tahsil, and 197 villages in the Damoh tahsil, and debt conciliation proceedings
were instituted, which resulted in relieving the vlllagers of some 28 lakhs of debt.
Owing to the fact that large areas of land had been given up by the tenants
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in the famines, the amount of rents remitted was not so very large. These
abatements were not originally intended to be more than temporary, and as the
work was extremely urgent they were carried through in a somewhat summary
manner, and naturally with unequal results, as can be seen from the figures
given in paragraphs g and 67 of Mr. Trench’s report. Subsequently these
abatcments were made permanent for the period of Settlement, and soon the
wildest unevenness of rents began to prevail. First of all there were the abated
rents ; then came the low rents on which malguzars gave out the abandoned
and kans-infested holdings in the years immediately after the famines ; but in
a few years the kans began to dic out of itself, the seasons continued good,
a brisk demand for land arose, and the malguzars were able to obtain extremely
good rents for even poor soil (paragraph 67): in the richest portions of the
Haveli malguzars were even able to obtain nazaranas from new tenants. So
great was the inequality of the incidence of revenue and rent from village to
village and from holding to holding that in 1go7 it was decided to resettle the

district, even though the anticipated increasc in revenue was less than half
a lakh.

As a matter of fact it soon became clear that a very much heavier
assessment could be imposcd. In spite of a crop failure in 1goy-08 the pros-
perity of the district continued to increase rapidly. The occupied arca, which had
fallen from 725,549 acres at the previous Settlement to 674,000 acres in 1900-01,
had risen by attestation to 732,677 acres. The cropped area, which stood at
547,538 at last attestation, and fell to 446,0c0 acres in 1goc-o1, had risen to
550,756 acres at the present attestation.  The kans weed, which covered mile
after mile of the Haveli in 1901 after the famines, had either been ploughed up,
or had died down, and practically the only trace of the famines was the diminu-
tion of the area under wheat and its mixtures, and the substitution of miscellaneous
crops ; but this is by no means a bad sign, for there can be no doubt that by
the end of the 30 years’ Scttlement, the people were gambling’ more and more
with wheat on unsuitable sotls.

6. At last Settlement (at announcement) out of a total cropped
area of 565822 acres, 261,728 acres were under wheat or its mixtures.
At the recent attestation out of a total cropped area of 550,750 acres, only
223,125 acres were under wheat and its mixtures, the reduction being due to the
restriction of thesc crops to more suitable soils. Again at Settlement 205,194
acres were sown with wheat only ; al present only 57,623 acres are sown
with wheat only, the Falance being ‘mainly mixed with gram, which improves
the soil instead of exhausting it, as is the case when wheat alone is sown year after
year in the same field. The only really bad feature in the cropping statistics at
the recent attestation is the decline of rice from 68,977 acres at last Se_ttlement to
42,787 acres at prescnt : this decline has mainly taken place in the hilly tracts,
rice heing hardly sown in the Haveli.

In paragraph 23 of hisreport Mr. Trench explains the large areas of
fallow in the district. In the hilly tracts the poor soil requires long years of
resting fallow : in the Haveli resting fallows are hardly known, and the land is
only left uncultivated when the kans becomes too strong to be ploughed up:
then the tenant abandons the ficld, 1ill in good time the kans dies down agam, by
which time some other ficld has been invaded, For, though the area infested by
this weed is small indecd compared to that in 1gco-o1 when the famines came
10 an end, it is always present, ard should any ficld be slackly cultivated,
it is promptly invaded by kans. To this may be attributed the comparative
insigrificance of kharif cropping in the Haveli : kharif cultivation, probably from
want of krowledge, is extremely slovenly, and black-soil fields, which are put
under kharif crops, are almest always invaded by kans as a result. Rabi culti-
vation is far more careful, and in some parts ren:arkably so, so that rabi fields
are kept more or less clear of kans and other weeds. It 1h§refore seems to
follow that until the Damoh villager can be taught to cultivate cotton and
other valuable khari( crops with the same skill and thorcughness as 1s shown n
the south of the Provinces, in the Haveli at any rate he is bound to depend on
cre crop almost crtirely : ¢hould that fail, his focd-supply for the year has gonc
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and he has nothing left to fall back on except his savings or the Bania till the
next rabi harvest. In the hilly tracts the soil is almost invariably too poor for
rabi cultivation, and so the villagers have no choice but to depend on kharif, and
very poor kharif at that: it is only in the valleys of the Bearma and its
tributaries that the thrifty Lodhis can use their well-embanked fields for either
crop. Again the damage donc by wild animals, even in the open country, is
considerable ; in the wilder parts it is extremely heavy. Taking onc thing with
another, the agriculturist in Damoh has nonc too easy atime of it.

8. But, on the other hand, a great deal has been done for him in recent
years to assist his own plucky endeavours, In addition to the debt conciliation
proceedings referred to in paragraph 4 above, and the improvements in com-
munications (paragraph 3 above), Government has spent close on 3 lakhs m
constructing storage works to protect the district from drought. [t is true that
litle advantage has been taken of them as yet (paragraph 30 of Mr. Trench’s
report), but the water is there if it is wanted. 1 would explain the small results
obtained as follows : firstly, the people are more afraid of rust than drought ; and,
secondly, the people, with the exception of the small Kachhi caste, are cntirely
unused to intensive cultivation, on the introduction of which the tanks depend
for their success.

9. And in addition to the return of prosperity as evinced by the statistics
of cropping and occupation, a further point to be considered has been the rise
in prices which has taken place during the currency of the last Settlement.
Omitting the famine years, there has been a very marked rise in prices since
the termination of the 30 years’ Settlement: in paragraph 12 of his rcport
Mr. Trench shows that the price of wheat has risen by 31 per cent and that of
rice by 39 per cent since then. Now it has ncver been contended that the
rents at the end of the 30 years’ Settlement were generally unduly high; the
district seems to have been remarkably free from the rack-renting of ordinary
tenants, which distinguished the districts in the Nerbudda valley ; and thercore,
provided, as was the case, that the people were in a condition to stand any
enhancement, there were clearly strong grounds for raising rents and revenuc to
something above the pitch at the termination of the 3o years’ Settlement.

10. The result of resettlement has been to enhance tenants’ payments by
21 per cent, much of this being only reimposition of abated rents, and not geruine
enhancement, in the Hatta tahsil, (rom Re, o-15-5 per acre to Re, 1-2-5 per
acre, which is precisely the incidence of the rents as revised at last Settlement.
In the Damoh tahsil the genuine enhancement was somewhat heavier, though
here too there was a great deal of reimposition, the ali-round rate being raised
by 21 per cent from Re. 1-0-3 per acre to Re. 1-3-7 per acre, the corresponding
figurc at last Settlement being only Re. 1-1-0.  For one thing the Hatta tahsil
had suffered morc severely in the famines, and, secondly, the Hatta tahsil was
scttled first, shortly after the crop failure of 1go7-08.  The total increase in
cash payments, including the payments of the petty malik-makbuza class, has
been from Rs. 5,590,085 to Rs. 6,84,290, or Rs. 1,25,205,

r1. Iome-farm and the land held by village servants and privilege {cnants
has becn valued throughout at the rates sanctioned for tenants in each village.
Malguzars have added considerably to their home-farms during the currency of
Settlement, and the valuation comes to Rs. 229,156 (the figures given in
paragraphs 78 and 79 of Mr. Trench's report are the sanctlioned amounts),
or 25 per cent of the announced assets.

12.  Siwai income is unimportant : the total assumed for the district is only
Rs. 21,341 out of gross assets amounting to Rs, 9,34,687. It was practically
impossible to obtain any exact figures, and all the Settlement Officer could do
was to make his own valuation of the malguzari waste. As there are 171,209
acres of tree forest in the malguzari area, this siwai valuation certainly was not
too heavy : its lightness is, under the circumstances, a fault on the right side.

13. The revised gross assets amounted to Rs. 9,34,687 and the
revised gross kamil-jama fell at Rs. 4,84,107, which absorbs 52 per cent
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of the gross assets, and 51 per cent of the malguzari assets. In the
Hatta tahsil, which is far less secure than Damoh, only 50 per cent of the
malguzari assets was absorbed, and so, though an enhancement of Rs. 51,126
on present revenue was obtained, owing to the lowering of Government’s share
of the assets the revised revenue is Rs. 834 less than was announced at last
Settlement, though the assets are larger, Taking the district as a whole, the
increase in revenue is Rs. 1,19,965 on present revenue, and Rs, 40,654 on that
at last Settlement. The increase in cash payments is Rs. 1,25,205, so that as
a body the malguzars have gained by resettlement in spite of the additions made to
home-farm.  Of course, the malguzars of abated villages have lost heavily, but
that was expected by them as well as by everyone else, and the loss of income
has boen eased off by deferring part of the enhancement.

14. In the small ryotwari estate the revenue has been raised from Rs. 6,512
to Rs. 7,614, or by 17 per cent. The revised payments only fall at Re. o-g-11

per acre.

15. As regards the period of the revised Settlement there is some slight
difficulty, as in neither of the two tahsils is the date of announcement the same
throughout, In Hatta the revised Settlement commences from July 1, 1911, in
all but the Rajpura group and six rayatwari villages. In the Damoh tahsil in six
groups and 46 rayatwart villages, with atotal revenue of Rs. 83,642, the revised
asscssment takes effect from July 1, 1912, whilst in the balance it takes effect
from July 1, 1911, 1 think it will be simpler to deal with whole tahsils:
the Rajpura group only has arevenue of Rs. 3,395 in all, and no rent enhancement
was nnposed there. | therefore propose that in the Hatta tahsil the revised
Settlement should run to June 30,1931, and in Damoh to June 30, 1932.

16.  The rescttlement of the district has cost Rs. 2,75.175 or Rs. 136 per
square mile. The cost will be covered by two and a hall years’ increase of

revenue,

17.  Mr. Trench speaks highly of the worl of his two chief Assistants,
Messrs, Indurkar and Chhaganlal.  Of Mr. Trench’s own work it is not for me
to speak, as he had left the district before 1 assumed charge as Settlement
Commissioner, but his report shows his intimate knowledge of the district and

its people.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
H. E. HEMINGWAY,
Commissioner of Settlements,

Central Provinces.
Govt, Press, Nagpur —=No. 787, Settit.—16-7-14—260,
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STATEMENT I.—=Details of Revenue demand priov to re-Settlement and as revised
in the Damoh District.

Land Revenue demand,
S Y - Lo R
» fixed at former ttime of
Settiement, re-Settlement,
1 3 3 4 s
Rs. Rs. Rs.
HATTA TAHSII..
1 | Mariadoh - 7,353 5386 6,785
2 | North Hatta 41,083 24,736 48,540
3 | South Hatta . - 44,625 30,315 41,100
4 | Patera w 16,806 12,038 17,805
5 | Kumhari . , 5.541 4,976 6,680
6 | Patehpur " 31,368 22,016 31,665
2 | Batiagarh 42,359 38,201 45,150
8 | Rajpura 3,267 1,776 3,395
Total of Hatta Tahsil 1,02,304 1,40,344 1,01,130
DAMOH TAHSIL.

1 | Patharia s 48,670 44,846 52,340
2 | Narsinghgarh 64,350 55.261 73,170
4 | Damoh " 40,423 40,438 60,295
4 | Bandakpur 5,041 5,714 7.83%
§ | Banwar . 7,134 6.99¢ 8,795
6 | Tejgarh o 11,675 11,479 14,810
7 | Taradehi - 6.710 6,076 8,750
8 | Sarra-Balakot 10,664 10,284 13,210
9 | Sailwara 5462 4,815 6827
10 | Abhana - 15,073 14,579 18,660
11 | Mala e 13,€03 13,485 16,020
12 | Jabera - e 12,439 9,830 12,815
Total of Damoh Tahsil 2,51,149 2,23,798 2,092,427
Total for the District ., 4,472,453 3.64,143 4,83,547
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STATEMENT Il.—Number of soil units per acve for eack group in the Damok District.

Area in acres claswed 23—
S&TI Awscasment Group. no'ivlo&:i‘tl Remarks,

PN Wheat Rice Garden | Miner
land. land, Iand, crop.

' ' 3 4 s 6 7 ]

—_
HATTA TAHSIL. Acres. Acres. | Acres. | Acres.
$ | Mariadoh ‘13 1,995 153 244 9,031
3 | North Hatta - *22 ] 30,923 165 449 16,703
3 | South Hatta 23 36,933 825 350 12,826
4 | Patera ‘201 13,591 935 309 8,552
5 | Kumbhari " ‘11 746 4,723 574 13,877
6 | Fatehpur - v ‘19§ 21,383 17 616 17,670
7 | Batiagarh 23 | 25,205 156 851 14,873
8 | Rajpurs e s Summarily Settled.
Total for Hatta Tahsil .., 20 | 130,076 6974 3093 | 93,536
DAMOMH TAHSIL.
1 | Patharia 22| 37,609 283 679 | 15179
2 | Narsinghgarh 35| 6,872 135 536 8,050
3 | Damoh e 24 | 42,823 2,025 096 1L415
4 | Bandakpur 16 2,065 3,468 284 53758
5 | Banwar 17 3,196 4,520 33§ 5058
6 | Tejgarh - 17 5,686 4,849 6o4 | 11,938
7 | Taradehi ‘12 2,522 5,281 669 12,887
8 | Sarra-Balakot m - ‘15 4718 5750 844 12878
9 | Sailwara ‘12 2,136 27958 364 8,607
10 { Abhana "30 8,186 4,885 s15 7,455
11 | Mala " 16 5,605 8,510 528 10,017
13 | jabera s ‘14 7,059 2,820 417 15,036
T —

Total for Damoh Tahsil .. 20 | 179,676 | 46,331 6,751 | 124,482
Total for the District ‘30 | 300,782 | 53,108 9,844 | 218,018
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STATEMENT I1l.—Cropped area classified

At present seitlement attestation,

Sertal Assessment Group. Wheat | Linsoed Kodon
Wheat, mizsture, miature. Gram, Rice, kﬁrt"kli. Til, Mi.;c“l:a. ne-{  Total,
) L] 3 4 5 6 7 s 9 10 1
B ) L 4
HATTA TAHSIL.
Acres. Acres, Acres. | Acres, Acres Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres.
1 | Mariadoh 64 666 36 1,114 127 1,485 1,765 4,368 9,625
2 | North Hatta 2,116 | 11,756 2,673 5353 2,785 x,74zi| 14,698 | 41,125
3 | South Hatta 5798 14,951 4,114 4,309 115 3,591 1,65:} 11,281 | 45,810
4 | Patera 1,246 | 7.593 1402 | 1,243 4651 3070 9% ! 4133 | 20,08t
& | Kumhari 147 577 286 522 2,608 4,501 1,812 2,791 13,434
6 | Fatehpur 2,069 10,600 1,548 51,421 67 3,782 %809 11,608 1 37,004
7 | Batiagarh 1,491 15,074 1,383 549 274 1,530 3,975 16,180|i 40,456
8 | Rajpurs 1,148 228 134 124 73 2387 934 957‘ gorg
Total of Hatta Tahsil .. 14079 61,445 11,698 14,634 2,720 | 23,201 18678 | 66,106 | 313,640
DAMOH TAHSIL.
1 | Patharia wl 11,018 | 15,966 1,004 672 2,133 4243 | 17,797 | 5383t
2 | Narsinghgarh 7,043 44,938 1,554 2,126 929 4,329 14,365 65.184
3 | Damoh ] 6970 | 24885 2369 1803 | 2640 | 3,546| 3482 11,078| 158063
4 | Bandakpur 719 1,035 67 291 3,028 1,999 869 1,860 | 10,768
s | Banwar 1,657 2,348 300 332 3,726 1519 728 L7509 | 12,369
6 | Tejgarh o 2009l 4479 76 1166 [ 4502 | 3,000 24711 4500 | 23,408
7 | Taradehi 1,599 1,589 110 545 4,306 | 6,366 1,679 2,183 | 183w
8 | Sarra-Balakot . 1,020 4,246 107 844 5.415 4,139 2,433 5037 23,241
9 | Sailwara w| 1,068 857 197 414 | 3,005 | 4,546 630 1,173 | 10950
1o | Abhama - 1,938 6.433 223 550 4,439 2,300 1,645 2479 20,008
11 | Mala 3877 | 3820 517 480 | 7,095 3935 1088 | 3677 23459
12 | Jabera wl 3739 | 2561 1,355 614 1,882 6,965 | 2012 2,586 | 21,574
Total for Damoh Tahsil ..| 43.544 | 104,057 7,978 9036 | 20058 | 41,469 | 23,580 | 67494 | 337,116
Total for the District ..| 57,623 | 165,503 19,656 | 24,570 | 43787 | 64,760 | 42,258 | 133,600 | 550,756




according to crops of Damoh District.
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Compare as at former settlement announcement.
Double T:l{‘t i o
cropped. | croveds | e | misvare, | mivare, | Gram, | Rice. ‘;:E i T metan | o, | cropped:
13 —‘13 14 15 t 16 17 ’ 13 ‘ 19 | %0 31 22 :.s-— 23
S S S - e —— -
Acres.i Acres. Acres. Acres.  Acres. Acres, Acres. l Acres.| Acres, I Acres. Acres. Acres. Acrese
N
185 0,440 1,225 626 203 879 378 ‘ 1,530 8,42 4,383 10,066 278 9.791
375 | 40830 | 11,531 7,674 5533 | 2326 3451 1437 | 12614 | 44,566 299 | 44,267
257 | 45553 | 10422 9744 | 4353 | 2022 2,690 937 | 8,017 | 47183 3131 46872
281 | 19,800 8,195 3,274 1,516 648 1,003 2,604 , 430 . 3030 | 20,760 273 | 20,487
. 853 12,579 1,007 655 340 | 501 5,517 i 4,472 | 808 2,382 15,658 1,149 | 14,539
230 | 36,864 8,492 5,661 1,748 | 1,198 110 | 4,379 i 1,400 13,406 16,403 7t i 36333
350 | 40106} 10369 5,669 736 1,485 379 1,705 : go6 | 18,3851 39,624 a5t 39,373
68 £.947 2,063 178 93 29 227 2,008 :| 180 783 5.560 21 . 5539
_ | VN |
2,501 | 211,139 ] 62304 | 233,481 | 14,527 9,088 7:574 | 22,339 1 7:039 | 63000 | 319,852 3,659 | 217,200
I
s13 ! 52319 | 28,08 1,901 3.328 1,229 2,187 929 | 11,971 | 40,626 246 | 49,380
335 | 64,859 | 40,591 5,009 4504 | 2,209 659 819 8,373 | 62,343 j05 | 62038
783 | 55080 | ad240 | 3,868 3.481 2019 | 3870 1,754 8ga| Boso | 8176 1,077 | 57009
613 10,188 3,70t 869 250 149 4,583 | 978 318 1.309 | 11357 l 933 10,434
1,794 10,575 3,423 8.8 584 274 6,490 1,108 I 395 1,251 ! 14,343 ll 1,945 12,398
3311 | 20,184 4,287 2,865 598 1,809 6,318 2,810 : 1,136 3,503 | 23,290 3155+ 20,138
1,526 ¢ 16,851 2,633 767 158 578 6,407 4,880 l. 8go | 1,706 l 18,019 1,490 16,529
i i | '
2,483 1 20,788 3,469 2,344 115 1,293 6.004 2612 ’| 1,350 4367 | 23,454 2323 21,128
563 10,388 2,68¢ 400 | 237 295 4,041 4,637 »l 303 1,533 | 14,121 737 | 13,794
1,408 18,600 7,118 2,030 414 395 6,230 1,213 || 850 2,356 20,606 1,701 ©IB8ig
4,350 l! 20,100 6,521 950 1,003 901 | 10,905 2,802 ' 643 2,215 | 25,873 3603 21,969
1,131 ': 20,443 7171 } 1,102 2,131 f 1,058 5.565 4653 687 3,306 | 24,763 3,448 22315
| ! _
’ ! |
us.mg 320,342 | 142800 | 23053 | 16803 | 12,993 | 61,403 31,283, 9216 | 49029 | 345970 20.349i 335621
—_— — | —_— |
19.275'i 531,481 | 205104 | 56,534 | 31330 31,381 68,977 54.mf 16,255 | 112,029 | 563823 | 23001 | 342,821
l
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STATEMENT IV.—Detail of

Occupied ares. Unoccupied area.

Area In cultivation,

s&'.‘,“ Asscosment Group. : T Uuder Total
NPT T ol [Grore | ol | g, | g N e

TP under.

1 ] ] 4 5 ¢ 1 8 [ 10 11 »
Acres. Acres. | Acres. Acres. Acres. |Acres [ Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres,
HATTA
1 | Mariadoh . 0.440 2,184 11,624 2,678 | 14204 5 11,583 6,299 2,013 | 20,800
3 | North Hatta | 40850 | 6692 47.542| 14393 61935| 2 91| 13986 4935 | 19,014
3 | South Hatta ] 455853 5,081 50,694 16,748 67,182 i 65 8,553 4,189 12,784
4 | Patera .| 19800 3.587 | 33387 5377 | 28764 10 765 .4,374 5059 | 10808
§ | Kumhari o] 12579 | 7.341] 199204 8o1z | 27933| .. G147 | 6994 | 24,586 | 37727
6 | Patehpur ..] 16,864 2,822 | 30,686 8506 | 48,102 26 1,344 4455 | 11,8191 17,644
7 | Batiagarh ] 40,100 681 40,787 5,883 46,340 16 3,378 4380 7,328 15,009
8 | Rajpura ol 5047 1,505 7,453 1,068 gz ] .. 24,682 | 20012 8077 Su571
Total for Hatta Tahsil] 211,139 ; 29,893 | 241,032 | 62328 | 303,360 66 | 48055 | 69,053 67,373 | 185447
- R _!
,DPAMOH
g | Patharia -t s34 1,431 $1,750 8,674 62,424 | o 8:a 0,033 7,023 15843
s | Narsinghgarh -] 64859 1624 | 664831 34446 | 8084 1 34 5,628 7203 | 132,863
3 | Damoh ] 55080 3.078 58,158 13,774 71,033 1 11,063 9,100 5783 | 25046
4 | Bandakpur W] 10,188 1,937 | 12,092 nggl 14.494 2 2,038 3,838 6213 | 12981
5 | Banwar | 10,5738 2,534 | 13099 2'0251 15,124 1 5,644 2,843 | 20,010 | 28498
6 ' Tejgarh | 201841 3080 23364 3545 | 26,900 3 8103 | 3833 8677 | 10,606
i

7 | Taradehi .cI,SSx’{ 4,208 21,059 4.362 25,421 1 25,142 5082 9,705 39,900
8 | Sarra-Balakot '.»(;,788| 3,402 24,1,0 5,204 9304 | - ' 12,392 5576 | 31,000 | 38,977
¢ | Sailwara ] 19,388, 3514 17.G02 5,033 18,035 - : 18,808 9.795 1,48 | 40,641
10 | Abhana b 19600 2,448 | 31,041 2,538 | 24,579 2|: 5,063 5486 | 16331 | 26,873
i1 | Mala - 20,100 4660 | 24760 1,248 28,008 12? 19,003 3880 | 258051 48798
12 | Jabeta -1 20,443 4880 | 25332 5936 | 31,268 1 14063 | 11,607 13088| 3876

Totalfor Damoh Tuhsil} 320,343 16,888 | 357,330 72,087 | 429,317 24 1.23 ,154 75,645 | 151,873 | 350,696

Total for the District...] 531,482 66,981 | 598,262 | 134,415 ( 732.677 go . 171,209 | 145508 | 219,346 | 536,143

(a) Includes

(3) Inciudes



nllage arez, Distxist Damoh.

Arey ictigyted. L Compare at former Setuc:nent.
i LN-un- i i
Total aren of’ Num- g:;ijf ber off | imber of Num.
heleoup. L oo | oot | Totat cation V‘?Ifovna- o B | Aren | scoumred, e | e ey ic| Nomber of | oaooea
tanks, |sources. walls, | tanks. cropped. ted, lrtrli::- ':i:l;:: ) ploughs, cat
wells ;Lokn'.
3 " s 6 1 18 19 20 :;' " 3 LY} * H L]
Acres. Acres.| Acres| Acres.. Acres, Acres, | Acres.
TAHBIL.
35094 .. | o8| o8| 65| . vopr | 183 o979t | 13635 ol 8 799 | 1598
So949 | .. 87 8| s3 3| 3260| 7344] 44367) 6380 03| 58| 3| a608| 7364
(@)Boa71 | . 86 86 73 1 3,088 6609 ] 45873 6797 8o 6 . 2,206 #4667
39,572 4} 166] 190 Go 1 1,644 3,355 ] 20487 | 28317 88 3310 - 1,408 2,700
65660 1m{ 39| 144 15 4 1,632 2,04t | 14,5701 25555] 238 10 L] 1,387 3,572
658361 .. 319 | a9 [ 2,483 51831 36332 | 46,914 183 6o 3 2,821 5,642
64390] o | 8s8] 258] 18] .. 2,374 062 ) 99373 46415 | ass : 108 | e 2,768 5836
60,091 | oo 6| 96| 36 1 831 1,185 5539 7ot | .. . 5081 1196
488812 | 116 | 1042 1358 ) st9 9| 163851 azais | 27300 | 209,188 | 857 L 404 9 rs.67s'; 31374
— a
TAHSIL. {
48,360 | ... 628 | 6a8 | 26 1 2,803 50tz ] 49380 | 62219 s04 [ 159 3411 ! 7,305
93,692 4| nof{ 123, 72 PR PRTY 8327 | 62038| BoBis| 102 96 2 4473 |: 9,076
@oBres| 11| 42| 432 o) 4| 3735 6692| s7000| TMTZ| . " 4o 8136
27,428 | . 5 s1 o] .. 1,174 3,313 | 10,434 | 13662 16 1 [ 1,28% i 2,037
43,622 : 66| 67 af . 3,162 2276 ) 12,308 | 15315 =21 1 1,179 | 2,561
ar51s| o] s4| B4 5 5! 1808 2599 | 320135 | 25558 { .. 1,133 2,274
65381 ) .. 2| 3 5] | 2083 | %385 16529 | 34,000 1307 3,326
6837 | . 8] 8| 1 2,367 4181 anras| 279081 .. 4 ., - 1,53 ] 3189
59576 ] 1 6) .. 1,377 2,168 13,394 20,174 “ 1,351 2,166
S1,481 1] rom 1031 48 3 1,269 3446 1 18815 3453 ) .. 1,348 2,726
76,806 | .. 106 | 106 2 1 3,131 4307 | 21,969 | 38635 .. - 2,513 5,341
goo3l .. | as| | 7} - 1700 | 3304 | 22315 | 33186 17( a2 . 1689 | 3,363
780,330 | 47 [1632 1679 7z ] 15| 26187 | 40787 | 325631 | 426361 | 550 agg 7| 35159 so830
1,960,142 | 163 |3.694 | 383F ua30 | 24| 43573 | 83,200 1543831 735,549 |r.407 | 653 16} 40834 | 82204

8 acres of Nazul,

417 aeree of Mission ares, Nanl,
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STATEMENT V.= D etails of

Heid by malguzare Meld by e | Held by revenue. | Held by absoluteooceue
5&'{:‘ Assessment Group.
Avsin, | e o, | PEH LNoe| aren forhois | Acea. No. of 4 400,
sir. leared. | irgh. ings. holdings. ’
1 a | 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 to i1 13
HATTA TAHSIL. Acres. Acres. Acres, Acres. Acres, : Acres. Acres.
oy | Mariadoh 2821 754 3,575 408 45 331 i8 l 150 288 ' 1,047
2 | North Hatta . 8,663 l 1664 [ 13,337 1,615 [ 31t 8713 67 ! 613 1,036 : 6,835
3 | South Hatta 7,800 | 3,610 11,500 1,220 | 297 ' 4,266 63 J 276 713 .! 7,088
s |
4, Patera 4,656 ' 1,315 5,971 1366 1 107 : 862 28 449 570 l 4,372
5 | Kumbhari 1,043 : 706 2,349 426 18 ! 147 1 11 533 ‘l 4343
6 | Fatehpur . 6,504 2,841 9:435 1,367 | 344 3,201 61 430 1,236 } 8633
7 | Batiagach 8,807 2,235 11,042 | 5,032 ) 431 14671 102 252 1,309 i 9,361
8 | Rajpura 405 668 1,073 3 223 e | 70 14
! V “'__—_—_"M”—_—
Total of Hatta Tahsil .. g1.470 16,703 58,272 ? 7.524 | 1,556 15,200 | 142 2,227 50695 | 43613
(6,642)* I
DAMOH TAHSIL.

" 1 | Patharia ] 0161 3,955 | 13,116 1,084 | 419 2,408 1 25 1,520 | 15,343
2 | Narsinghgarh .| 14805 5,393 20,188 2,504 416 3,551 12 141 1,100 13,302
4 | Damoh 8999 ! 4071 13,070 1,364 | 319 5,880 10 164 1,144 8,319
4 ‘ Bandakpur 1,776 781 2,557 248 23 { 10 .. G35 2,340
5Al Banwar 479 336 813 53 6 3 663 3,759
6 ' Tejgarh oy 4449 1,870 6,319 7% ] 83 9831 .. 1,372 4,270
7 | Taradehi 1,190 | gio 1,709 214 28 7z ] - 456 1,882

i
8 ]Sarm-Balnkot 2,035 ' 703 | 2,798 237 1 137 1,235 § .. 1,342 | 5,014
9 | Sailwara 2,616 | 1,285 3,901 378 26 199 4 4 213 ' 1,455
10 | Abhana o 3,2681 1,298 4,566 344 35 107 .. 064 4,262
11 | Mala 5,030 : 1,713 6,748 1,078 20 301 1,627 7,293
13 | Jabera 2,726 1,416 4,142 495 g2 83 .. (Y] 4,355
Total of Damoh Tahsil ..} 506549 1 23,38%0 79,920 '(68é878) 1,833 16,061 27 34 11,467 72,788
201
Total for the District ...] 098,028 40,173 | 138,201 *(‘162‘,48:23) 3,389 270 | 369 2,561 17,163 | 11540t

*Cash rented area.
tIncludes 35 acres belonging to



holdings, District Damok.
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Held llg;]g;.:!\fancy Hdti:'il,\;gal.inary Compare as at former Settlement,
e - tHelti by( ——{ Heas o
unt:
iﬁ;gr?u? rCnt':irce’;)r Total
class in privileged ocFqud H
No. of Are ordinary No. of tenanta, area. Held by Held by .Lb:i\llultjév Held hy Held hy
holdinp ¢, fea. l::I?Lm holdings. Area, | Held as sir. m.n;;l‘:i’(:;s. r‘;:an:tcegi:“ Otifr:lal‘rﬂ;u.y oc&‘:,%':,’:;’ ‘,’Q‘;;},’f,’
|
1 — - — — | ‘
13 14 13 16 } 17 18 : 19 30 3t ' 22 23 24 25
o, o | R
i Acres, Acres Acres Acres. Acres. Acres, Acres. Acres, ' Acrea, | Acres, Acres.
i 1
|
|
S04 ‘ t.649 1774 80t 4,6a¢ 207 ! 14,26 3.562 324 192 | 2,600 2,219 4,843
|
84 1 5.339 §.735 joto | 26,464 890 | 61,035 | 12465 2,574 797 ; 9.704 7871 | 28605
|
L9 10,477 8 78% 2,150 23,872 1161 67382 10,304 4,031 413 ; 9,032 15,616 { 27,626
| i
52 2367 3,263 1,574 9.871 6oy 2R 764 6,063 81g 487 5718 5776 | 0043
! i
|
03, 7,301 4,183 1,225 9.385 251 27,033 2,668 115 7 | 4,504 g.021 8§80
\ ! |
1,13 4,130 4136 2,808 - 13,239 q6:> 48,192 Q411 2,748 774 : 10,401 ( 10.8a5 12,966
I
| |
1z #1230 506 r3se 083% 745 | 46340 10,422 3,376 450 | 9.950 9371 12,2258
l |
83 ' 398 048 934 ’ 5540 224 8,520 1,255 49 \ 32 2,271 37972
—— e Az _l l e
6.147 32433 % 14,809 102830 5053 | 308360 ] 55240 ' 14032 2120 | 53150 | 62970 107682
| I
e § e ———  — e 1 st — | e - - _I —— , —
I . l
| | |
| | |
1319 10963 5.627 1,650 { 14,100 1029 { f2423 b 10840 2,320 156 17,031 | 11064 | 18,086
1,244 | 17.416 6,640 2,075 | 22,386 1,115 80,829 18,981 1,607 208 | 15048 19447 1 05,361
1,167 ' 3973 7,003 3,255 27047 1376 | 710321 12530 5839 202 9338 | 12400 | 30,129
i
1,987 3,270 1.578 1,103 4.354 235 [ 14,404 2,6%6 77 l 2,F64 3.926 3163
816 3277 3,501 836 3,559 Jeo | 15124 623 21 L 4,018 4,084 | 6,322
1,551 52364 3,371 1,788 6,118 464 | 26900 5,834 879 agdo ! 6378 7629
1,437 5176 5,624 1.954 8,744 714 | 35421 1888 273 2,042 8206 | 31119
i
f
1,730 7.891 0 4,720 1,743 | 688 722 | 20,304 2,971 1,003 w1 62064 3,647 €399
| |
675 3361 2,44 1,681 7,063 459 | 18,015 3,772 12 14 1,638 4,863 0.532
1349 5748 3.003 1.641 6,440 366 | 24579 3,666 114 4| 4772 7.040 8.003
!
2,034 ; 6.156 2,353 2,152 4.754 401 | 28,008 6,292 323 8.229 7,13 €322
833 | 4693 | agro] 2313 11643 656 | ¥31,268 | 4,307 763 50 s70z| 3141 52500
i .
- — -——— ‘—--—m--—-
16,008 7%.437 50,804 22,281 | 123102 7.827 : 429,317 74.480 15,411 586 81.313 | 100217 | 1481377
1 s
l | — |
— ‘ —_
22,245 1,23,161 83,237 37,180 | 2235932 12,879 | 732.677 | 120,720 © 129,443 3,706 | 133,463 | 163,187 l 256,060
| i
| |

Nazul and Milkiyat Sarkar,
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STATEMENT VI.—Deteils of Matib-makbuzas’

At last Settlement. As paid prior to re-sestiement.
Tenants, Tenante.
Sﬁg‘_l Asscasment Group.

Malik- Malik-

makbuza, makbuza.
o:c?:;‘::;t:;.. Occupany, | Ordinary. | Total, &zﬂ:;:; Occupancy.| Ordinary. Total.

.
: 3 4 3 [ 7 8 9 10 1t 13
Rs Rs, Rs Rs. Rs Rs. Rs Rs. Rs, Rs.
DAMOH TAHSIL,

1 | Patharia ol 2500] 20623 16854 ! 237,345 | 64,822 2470 | 17.68¢ | 13039 | 27,314 58,037
1 2 31! 3511 4101 8 3|l1 5 7)1 0 585)}1 2 5}1 3 5|16 6|14
4 | Narsinghgarh 3,402 18,160 { 322,871 43,217 | 82,687 2,464 14,541 15,753 | 45,951 76,244
o158 1|1 3 4(t 5 Bjlriog(1 7 2{o1xr t{t 1 41 2 9l1 g 6|1 511
3 | Damoh w1 27471 11,290 150751 43,649 | 68,064 2,572 9,648 9,219 | 45684 | 64551
o 7 6}t 3 3|1 3 4f1 6 81t 5 3]0 7o0jr 2 1|t 0o 7]t 5 7[1 4 2
4 | Bandakpur 59 2,104 3,257 3.214 8,57% 83 1,827 2,630 4,812 9,269
012 glo12 8({013 3|02z 4 (012 glo ¢ 7]o12 6lo01210]013 o0 1210
¢ | Banwar 24 4,246 4,814 4312 | 13,372 24 3.937 3,834 5030 | 12801
1 3 3]t onnir 310]loworforg10flr o 8f1r o 9g|l1 2 gjo11 7|014 8
6 | Tejgarh 439 4,333 5,108 6,732 16,164 320 4,878 4,198 8,914 16,410
0 6 oflo15 2013 v|o14 1014 0Jo 5 3)Jo14 6}012 5/o14 2|013 9
7 | Taradehi Ve 130 1,255 4,620 5330 11,208 94 1,106 3,479 7,013 11,598
0 72 olo 910|{0 9 ojao 7 8|0 8 5{0 4 {0 9 5{06 8 gf(a 710;,0 8 3
8 | Sarra Balakot . 833 6,087 6,259 5,029 |7.375 838 5736 4,946 6,195 | 16877
o1z 3Jo1s 7|01t 70 9 4/o1110]010 g|l015 6[(o1r 1l0 8 7|01 o
9 | Sailwara 28 563 2,213 4,869 7,644 36 471 1,507 8,111 6,889
o5 5|9 5 6[o 7 3/l0o 8 ajlo 7 7]c 3ann]os 2/06 3|08 7|0 7 8
10 | Abhana 104 ] 5497 7655 242 | 22,304 871 4938 6304 | 11,791 [ 33,110
o144 7] 2 5/1 1 $)3 2 3/t 2 ojosz o]t 3 6|1 0|1 30| 3 0
11 | Mala . 235 6,685 6,324 5888 | 18897 234 5924 | 5,670 6506 | 18,190
orr 8§ 013 oj014 3{014 8lo03n1jlonNNNjoI13 0/lo14 91015 3014 3
12 | Jabera 543 4,480 5,837 8,435 | 18753 509 3,069 2,711 9,141 | 14,021
orny sloiz 7|01 6loto §|{o11 4]0 9 gfotrt 3({0 9 3/0 811{0 9 §
Total Damoh Tahsil .| 10,936 | 8528 | 1.00,280 | 1,65.952 | 68 a7it | 73,746 | 73179 | 182,073 | 3.98,807
011 41 © 913 0 ol 18]t 1 0olo 9 81 0o olognir oz o 3
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and ITenants’ payments for Damoh District.

As enhanced, i. ¢, sanctioned at the Settlemens. Compare as deduced from rates,
Tenants. Tenants.
M atike Malik-
maktuza. makhy2a,
o‘:cl::::l:f): .| Qceupancy. Ordinary. Total. OAC!;Z‘;:::“:Y Occuparcy. Ordinary. Total.
— e, [
t3 T4 13 16 17 18 "0 20 an 31
- ! -
R1. Rs. Rs. ! Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
I !
| |
3,302 22,077 15.853 30,575 68,505 3.636 22,920 | 16,018 27,243 66,200
1 66 1 7 0 1 7 71 1 8 ¢ 1 711
! a
4,067 19,718 20,734 S1.501 92,043 4,619 20,993 | 21,274 | 46,579 88,846
13 4 1 7 7 1 8 g 112 8§ 1 10§ .
l
5,608 13,026 12,503 | 54,342 79,771 § 8,565 13,77 12,994 51.787 78,553
0I5 3 1 8 5 1 6 7, 1 g 6 1 810 "
|
143 2,530 ¢ 3,3% 5,537 11,441 173 2,608 3,436 4,926 10947
1 o 6 1 1 4 1 0 7 0 14 11 0 1% 1o
i
!
9 4,665 4,334 | 5873 14,872 47 4,793 4,241 5,704 14,738
T 2 1 310 1 5 8 013 6 1 1 O s
733 5,150 5,453 9.415 | 20,038 939 5445 5718 8,279 10.442
o1 9 1 33 1 0o 2 0i511: 1 0 9
23 1,454 4,766 8,190 13,950 259 1,549 4,549 7.613 13,711
1 9 2 012 4 0 10 II o 9 1 o g 1io
1,322 6.036 5.937 7,449 20,323 1,562 7,160 5,884 6,669 20,013
11 2 1 2 g 013 4 010 3 013 %
91 728 1,830 5,806 8,454 99 728 1,789 591 7:808
o 7 4 o 8 o o 8 9 o g 10 09 3 . -
124 6,343 7849 13850 27,041 137 6,623 7.914 10,975 23,512
1 27 1 710 1 5 10 1 5 7 1 6 2
204 7859 6,005 7772 22,626 344 8,104 7,098 70,40 22,243
o015 8 11 3 1 2 2 1 1 7 1 1 8
653 3.804 2,658 11.374 18.926 650 4,044 3,632 11,045 18921
o313 7 014 4 o1z O o011 1 011 11
| e
16,666 - 94,380 92.806 2,10.732 397.998 | aro70 08,823 04,557 1,093,250 3,86,733
e 7. 1 4 9 1 211 1 3 5 1 3 7 .
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STATEMENT VI~—Details of Malik-makbuzas and

At last Settlement,

As paid prior to rc-settiement.

Tenants, Tenants,
S:":‘ Ausessment Group,
Malik- Malik-
makbuza. makbuza.
o‘gcblf;::f:y'. Occupancy. | Ordinary, Total. O":\:E:;::s;,' Occupancy. | Ordinary Total.
1 3 3 4 1 [ 7 8 9 10 11 13
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
HATTA TAHSIL.
1 | Mariadoh t80 2,391 2,115 4,220 8,626 154 1,440 1,234 4,521 7195
o 8 7201014 1015 3|01410/014 9o 72 5lot1:0}l012 0j013 1|012 7
a2 | North Hatta 2,507 | 10,624 8,944 [ 34356 | 53924 1,390 5,669 4,042 { 32,114 | 43435
013 1flr 1 6|1 2 2|1 3 21 2 o 8 21013 3{01310{1 0 §5|015 8
3 | South Hatta 2,896 9,796 16,055 [ 35,261 62,012 2,210 8,747 8773 | 31,724 | 46244
011611411414513008301300135015801410
4 | Patera 604 5,997 5,017 9,432 | - 21,346 481 3,806 2,614 | 14,262 | 20,688
o3 7j1 o 9}t o 5]/1 0 8|1 0 7]0 8110131t 012 51 1 gft 0 I
$ | Kumhari 38| 19o7| 3323| 3428, 8748 o 1671 3563 o| 898
05306100511063063034062058045'75705'9;
6 | Fatehpur . 2,040 12,204 13,350 17,58¢ 43,229 1,728 8,727 8,301 18,806 36,014
ourrr|r zrei1 3 9(1 5 9(r 4 3Jo 88|1 o a1 06, {11 1 2
: I
7 | Batiagarh 3,244 | 14502, 14,456 | 24,9032 | 54,040 3,013 ) 12,36 11,032 | 33036 | 473
or1s 41 76/1 882 0 9l111 5oz 152176112{9% x7ssg
8 | Rajpura [ 32 1,630 2,223 3,885 6 13 217 2,458 2,688
o 211 1000116095010300501410081005‘5067
Total Hatta Tahsil 11,208 | 57,623 | 66,690 | 1,31,497 | 2,55,810 90121 39,438 | 40,366 | ra1661 ] 2,11465
o1z 9|1 1 8Blt ounjr 3 71 2 5]o 9 6Joiqi0]ors 51,745 o o135 s
Total Damoh Tahsil...] 10,936 85,282 | 1,00,286 | 1,65,252 | 3,50.820 9,711 73,746 73,179 | 1,82,973 { 328,807
o1t 4]%v e 9 x o0 o0l rwe|l1 v 0]Jo g 8|1 00|04y onxl1 o 3
Total Damoh District.| 23,144 | 1,42,505 | 1,66,976 | 2,96,749 | 6,06,630 18,723 | 1,12,:8¢ | 1,13,545 | 3,14,633 | 540,362
012 of1l 1 32 )3 0 411 2 711 1 7|0 9 72]o015 7014 9|1 o0 6|01z
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Tenants' payments for Damoh District.—(Concld.)

As enhanced, i, ¢., sanctioned at the Settiement,

Compare as deduced frem rates

Terauts. Terants.
e I S
Malio wak | Malik- }
bu . i makbuza,
Abso;:;:;’?mu' Qccupuncy . Ordinary, | Totar, Ah"g'a’};;c"'“' i Occupancy. Ordinary. Totat.
| _ |
]
t £ ts : 16 17 18 19 ; 1) I 23 n
1 i | l
i T
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, Ra. Rs. Rs Rs.
]
| |
:' i
| [
33t 1,650 1,403 £,523 8,675 281 1,549 1,400 4,673 7.6at
oI 2 o13 8B 014 6 01310 013 11 e - e
H i
: ; |
4,804 7:018 5904 | 37.887 . 51,700 3,080 8,009 5,530 32,883 47,509
1 0 9 y 3 6 1 1 8. 1 310 $ RiEB - ! oo
] !
i
1
2.644 7.810 11,480 37,510 56,800 4,493 7,803 11,568 35,368 54,769
o13 8 1 1 8 1 1 7 1 2§ AN vy
873 5,003 3441 16,289 24,733 1,086 5,150 3,418 14,976 23,544
1 0o 2 12 4 1t o 4 1 310 1.3 0 ‘
57 2,271 3,176 5.487 10,934 74 2,443 3,004 4,446 9,893
o 6 2 o 8 4 o 7 o o 6 6 o 611 e -
|
2,863 11,064 10.344 21,761 43169 3.044 11,734 i 10,624 19,606 42,054
012 10 1 4 5 T 4 4 1 4 0 1 4 3 oo "
4,512 15,864 14,346 25,027 56.137 5837 16,586 14,669 23.444 54609
1 410 111 1 112 3} 115 1 113 2 ; |
|
| |
a 14 279 1 3213 2,506 |Group not{ unit rated. :
o 1 b 1 00 o1 3, o 710 o 8 o . i
, .
: |
|
14,708 51,603 50,463 1,53.507 2,55063 | 17,865 53,364 50,203 136,515, 340083
o015 6 1 3§ 1 2 1 2 2 1 2§ “
i
- - 1
!
16,666 94,380 92,806 210732 | 307908 | 21,070 98,825 ! 04,557 1,93.330 386,732
1 o 7 1 4 9 1 20 1 3 5! 1 3 7 .
| i
337 1,45,983 1,423,359 364,319 653,661 | 38935 1.53189 | 144760 3,29,865 6,26.814
1 0o 1 1 4 3 1 2 7 1 2 10 i1 31 .o e e ..
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STAZTEMENT VII.—Incidence per soil-unit of rent before and

(PROPOSED FIGURE

Malik-makbuza,

Absolute-occupancy.

Name - T T o -._
of Name of Group.
Tahsil. [nlci‘_\ence Incidence Enhaunce- Ir;,ciélcnce lnci:jtcm:e Enmh::!“'
sefore 3 ut i 13
rc:isoi:m rcgﬁ‘i:(;n. pen:ccent. revLisiI)en. rc:is:iun. per cent.
3 3 3 4 5 6 7 8
Mariadoh 75 1°01 35 111 122 10
North Hatta 7 98 38 88 104 18
I
South Hatta .“ 73 1'09 49 ‘89 1'00 12
:-g 4 | Patera 75 03 34 93 ve6 '
]
P Kumbari 47 66 40 ‘6o 77 28
C
= Fatehpur 85 100 18 1'04 117 13
Batiagarh 6 1'10 45 113 1'34 a0
\ Rajpura o Not unit rated,
Total 75 08 31 ‘o8 1'13 15
[ | Patharia *87 118 36 102 122 20
Narsinghgarh ‘82 1'04 27 95 118 24
Damoh - *37 *82 122 ‘93 121 30
Bandakpur 79 136 72 81 113 38
!
Banwar ‘67 109 63 -96 ri4 19
Tejgarh ‘40 ‘9o 125 ‘80 107 34
E 4 Taradehi o 45 79 76 66 ‘83 29
"g Sarra-Balakot o 64 1'01 58 ‘98 1'13 19
[=]
Sailwara ‘39 1’00 136 66 1'03 56
Abhapa 110 141 2§ 98 121 27
Mala 6 99 30 '92 1421 31
\ jabera 032 1’1 21 87 105 21
Total ‘59 08 66 ‘93 117 26
I —_
Graxp Torar .. ‘63 08 51 ‘95 115 21




5t
after ydvision (expressed in d:cimals of an anna) in the Damoh District.

IN THE DAMOH DISTRICT.)

Occupancy. Ordinary, Ail-rovd,
i Standard rale.
Incilence | Incidence | Enhance- | Incidence | Incidence | Enhance- | Incidence | Incidence | Enhance-
Lietore after mént before after ment hefore after ment
TeV. 0N, revision, per cent. revision, | revision, per cont. revision, revision, Per cent,
9 10 17 12 13 14 13 16 17 18
ey 1'22 4 128 138 8 1'23 132 7 | 1°40 For unabated villages,
120 For abated villages.
Gy oL 14 15 1'07 118 10 1'04 115 11 | v"10 For unabated villages,,
f 10u For abated villages.
!
‘03 1°05 13 ‘99 "o 11 97 107 10 {1110
95 13 19 116 3°20 11 1'10 12y 10 |1z20
‘74 "85 15 96 1°06 10 81 ‘92 14 |80
110 123 12 136 1'42 4 122 130 2 |r3e
120 138 15 146 1'59 9 129 1°46 13 | r4e
Group not unit rated . e 0y - ‘e
I
|
toy 117 14 16 136 9 1’10 1'21 10
108 127 18 134 47 10 117 133 14 j10
oo | 122 32 137 147 7 FETY 1’34 13 |4
55 L 1 29 12t 137 13 iz 132 18 | 130
99 116 29 120 138 15 Vo1 128 24 | 130
10 1'24 13 1°0% 133 17 103 1°20 17 |0 }*‘or jungix villages.
t°30For open villages,
84 1'og 30 1'24 1'38% 9 a9 119 20 {110
"76 "93 23 ‘95 105 1 85 ‘99 16 Y rao
‘g1 1°06 16 1'00 110 10 ‘65 1'1o 16 | 1-00 For jungly vitlages.
1-30 For open villayes.
i
84 1'0Q 30 1'10 120 9 99 118 16 | 10
106 1°28 21 1'46 1’52 4 120 137 14 (130
102 12 22 132 iy 10 107 12 21 | 150 For 23 irrigated villages,
4 3 45 9 1'10 For the remainder.
04 1 107 14 ‘0§ 152 18 ‘93 1"10 18 Jio
98 l 1'19 21 124 1'36 10 rip 1°27 15
100 118 18 130 132 10 1'1o 125 14
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STATEMENT VIII—=Siwai Income in the Damok District.

N premment. Growe R | e | M

1 » 3 4 H

Rs. Rs. Rs.
. | HATTA TaHSIL,
1 | Mariadoh "e _ 475 166 166
2 | North Hatta 158 752 752
3 South Hatta 319 503 503
4 | Patera 231 242 242
5 | Kumhari. e 536 927 927
6 | Fatehpuy - 149 157 187
7 | Batiagarh . , 440 148 348
8 [ Rajpura - 1,138 2,550 2,550
Total of Hatts Tahsil = .. 3.546 5,045 5.643
DAMOH TAHSIL.

1 | Patharia e 290 : 406 406
2 | Narsinghgarh " ~ 334 586 <85
9 | Damoh - 1,186 2,089 2,959
4 Bandakpur " = 253 5§89 589
5 | Banwar e " 17 034 934
6 | Tejgarh 219 489 489
7 | Taradehi - 440 1,545 1,545
8 | Sarra-Balakot " 443 1,378 1,378
g | Sailwara - 1,169 3,449 2,449
10 { Abhana e %86 1,448 1,448
11 | Mala ™ 67% 1,335 1,335
12 | Jabera . 1,463 1,578 1,578
Total of Damoh Tahsil ... 7,364 18,396 15,596
TOTAL ror THE DISTRICT .. 10,810 21,241 21,841
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STATEMENT IX.—Rental value assumed for lamd held by malgusars and privileged

tenants.
Sir and Khodkasht, Area held by privileged Rental valuation adopted.
tenants,
Area cultivated l:::: &"
A Area lcased for cash. by maiguasr, Tot:(x:: r:ntal valuation
zasment groop. - valus (Columas adopted
grovy Rental value | Cempare 2 5%8). . Forarea | ¢, 9i'l3 :nd
at sancs rent For sir and helid by Khud-
s Rental Compare Rental value tioned actually khadkasht. privileged kasht,
z value at reat at sanc- rates. recovered, tenants,
sanctioned actaally tioned
'g rates, recovered. rates,
b ]
s s 3 . ] [ ] L [) 11} 1]
Re, 3. p.| Re. a. p. Re. 2. p.| Re. 2. p. By 2 P Be. 2, p»| Bo, 2. p. R 2.
| HATTA TAHSIL.
1 | Marisdoh 455 0 © 68 o o 1,004 0 © 247 0 © 3,606 0 O 4,378 ¢ o 13t 0 0 CRIER
3| Narth Hatts W] 3088 0 0o 2,338 0 o' 15,663 0 8 ] 5,190 0 @ 18,914 ¢ © 17,658 © o | 5,35 o o | 3
3 | South Hatta o] 1549 0 90 1880 o o] 15,031 0 o 1,610 0 0 18,380 ¢ © 15,489 0 01 1,583 o © 1 7
4| Patera Wl 1911 o 0| 1,983 0 0 6.701 o o 665 o o 9,311 & © 8,437 o o 617 0 o 1 61e
§ | Kambari 199 ¢ O 303 o » 982 o0 o 100 0 © - 1,411 0 O 1,316 o o 119 © © o9 o
4 | Fatehpor w] 2,09 o € 9595 o o] 14 0 9 1647 O © 55,385 o o 13,663 © o] 5617 o © 17 3
7 | Batisgarh vl 2498 0 o| 8,741 o o | 20,079 0 8] 1,800 0 0 177 © © 12,398 ¢ o) 1,47 o o 10§
3 | Rajpura - - £75 o o 149 0 o 74 0 o 810 0 © 148 o0 o 69t
10,799 o 0 (13,317 o o | 73,838 o o | 7,007 @ o e 9L,774 © © Bgo19 0 O} 1,300 @ O v
Tota) of Hatta Tah-{
nl
' 1 610 113§ 1t 7 3 1 610 o 17 1 73 1 610
DAMOH TAHSIL,
3 | Patharia wf UB43 0 of 3,89 o of 11,923 0 o .58 o ¢ 95,158 o0 ¢ 3,559 & o) 1,623 o o 113 0
s | Narsinghigarh W] 4419 0 of 4885 o0 o] 339035 o o 2064 0 o - 30,686 © o] 37,908 o o 3119 0 © t1g 8
3 | Damoh W] 0610 o 0| 3,660 @ o] 120,766 0 0 | 3,313 0 o P 15,630 0 © 33,736 © o 2,392 0 o 113 1
4 | Bavdakpar . 304 0 o 3 0 o 3,659 o o 347 0 o $,9%0 0 o 3864 o o 63 0 o ¥ 1
4 | Banwar e o8 o o 1B o o 1,019 o © 77 o 0 o 1,38 o © 1,137 0 o 286 oo 1 61
6 | Teygarh w] 977 0 o] 1349 0 0! 6443 0 o 714 0 0 7,933 © o 7106 0 @ 796 0 © 1o
y | Taradehi 151 o © 19 0 o 1,417 © © 383 o o " 1,961 © © 1,844 0 O 374 0 o ors 8
8 | Sarra-Balakot 70 o © 138 0 © 2099 o © S8 o o " 3,967 o o 3,363 0 o 614 0 © o113 &
o | Sailwara W Mo e 25 o o 2,28 0 o 270 0 o 3813 o o #5879 0 0 B 0 o 010 7
as | Abhana - 01 o o 6186 0 o 6,76 o o §59 0 o e 778 o0 ® 7,134 0 © 364 o © 190
1 Maa W 1877 0 1,115 © o 7,708 o @ $81 0 o 0,666 ¢ o 8730 0 @ N 00 1 4 8
33| Jatera 54§ © o 410 ¢ o 3,306 0 o 48 o o “ 4H4319 @ © 5710 6 © 48 ¢ ¢ el 4
13,563 © o] 13,032 & o] 109,015 o 0} 9,885 o o 1,33,563 © o 1,31,199 © e 10,115 O ©
Total of Damoh
Tahsit,
1 8 asul ° 1 879 1 4 3 - 1 83 T 8 s T 48
*14,993 0 o 116,139 o o} 183,003 ¢ o] 17,003 0 © o 2,34,337 o o] 305,318 o o | 17,315 @ © o
[Total. rox Dauon
Listricy,
578 30 97 P 15 s - t 79 179 s s b

* on 16,403 acres, t On 13,843, acres cash rented,
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STATEMENT X.—~Total assets on whick assessment is based, i. e., as announced.

e
Compared as st former Settlement.
Annual — T T T T —
value of
sirand
Payments | Payments khud- Am‘e“:][
Serial Asgessment group. of malike of kast Qiwai Total. i and
o, makbuzas. | fenants. and land receipt-, bud- <
held by Payments | Payrenta-| . 400 Siwal Total.
privileged of malik- of ! and‘li.«nd receiptd.
tenants, makbuza, | teauts. 1 Ty ry
privileged
tenants.
| —r————— S——
3 L] 3 4 3 6 ] s 9 10 1 "
Re. | Re Rs. Re. Ra. Ra. Rs. Re. Rs. Rs.
|
HATTA TAHSIL. |
|
1 l Mariadoh " a3t i 8,493 3,543 | 166 | 13,634 180 8,616 4004 ¢ 4758 13,388
| .
3 ]‘ North Hatta 1,798‘ $1,101 19,960 783 74,713 2,107 $1,92¢ 17,793 . 158 13,082
3 | South Hatta “ 3,658 56,78¢ 19,448 503 ! 80,380 8,896 63,012 16,064 l 39 81,390
| h | :
. | ,
] : H | !
4  Pateea 870 36,996 | 8,393 101 ! 34,480 694 21,348 8,00 ! Ay 10,6%0
i : :
5 ' Kumhari . 47 . 10,878 ‘ 1,846 gey | 13,408 38 8,748 | 5,378 £36 10,697
. i
: : |
¢ | Fatehpur 3,613 459 15,545 187 ] 61,774 2,000 43,299 ‘ 12,606 | 149 | $8,014
H ! i
| ] i
7 | Batiagath £H$15 $6,204 24,951 348 85,330 3,344 54,040 31,687 ! 440 [ 70,341
|
|
8 | Rajpura . e sl a0 6,788 9 2,885 84 1,138 §.586
H ] {
i ' '
; , : —_—
| | ! | ,
l ! ! | | | !
i H | t
Total of I{atta Tahsil 14,756 2,55,473 i 94,662 ¢,645 3,70.406 11,208 ’ 3,55,810 ] 83,583 8,548 352,146
| | i [——
[ == | -
| \ ; |
DAMOH TAHSIL. \
! | .
r  Pathavia 3493 68,151 23,118 400 97,048 1,408 ' 64,829 18,327 270 5.9
| ! i i
» , Naninghgarh 4,019 91146 ! 40,419 ¢80l 1,468 3,402 I 81,637 30,904 | 334 1,517,397
. i |
3 l Damoh " .03 79,663 26,888 3,059 ‘ 1,151 3,747 ! 68,964 19,775 ] 1,186 93,672
+ | Bandakpur 148 1,338 3,981 589 15,371 59 | 8,578 1,367 353 1,374
3 | Banwar " 0 14,376 444 934 17,193 2 13,373 1,337 317 14,842
|
o | Tejgarth 713 \ 20,004 8,183 4% 29,309 339 16,163 6,5¢8 23 5,397
1
|
5 1 Taradehi m i 13913 1,087 1,548 17,778 130 11,205 1,896 449 13,301
'
i
8 || Sarra-Balakot 1,332 " 30,387 2,031 1,478 35,918 Bas 17,375 2,404 443 31,147
1
| |
¢ | Sailwara 109 | 8,644 3,950 3,46 14,162 38 7.644 5110 1,169 10,962
| |
10 | Abhana i 1% 37,044 7,681 1,448 36,298 104 93,304 ! 1,450 586 38,534
| |
| Mala 94 23,857 9,031 1,338 33807 15 18,897 | 7:604 615 a7t
. ] |
11 !Jabera | 656 18,870 4420 | 1,578 36,514 £43 18,753 4,354 1463 28,21
| ! | | !
H ) ———ry Wi —-—
) | , i
Total ot Dameh Tahsil 16,668 3,07,433 114,494 15,596 5.64,191 10,936 | 3,50,810 1,09,674 2,364 471,004
Totat, vor Davon Dis- 31,424 6,33,8%¢ 2,329,146 3,341 9,134,687 33,144 6,086,630 1,853,336 0,810 8,34.840
TRICT,
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STATEMENT XI.—Calculation of revised assessment as ansounced.

Amrnnt of : Amount of | I - ’
. A mnk-l | P:;(;CIQI; | {Percent. | Increase or Llinc‘:,-',:ca,c o(v
Kerial . Malik- husa pay- bu s pay. Puare . Malguzarl |migu- ags of dvercase of | i ¢ tn;rl"\!l: °
No. Assconment Group. wakbuza ments | ments | malgnzari © Revenue. zarl Total Total total | Al Revenue ar
payments, rc]l\'\(]“l:flu] taken hy asscte, Teven: " . TOsELE | Raats ds
“ st (ken by | venue . assetds | Revenue,  on Lotel! unicunced | dunounced
oy - . on mil- asscts. ' and asat and
bac men guzati '?*cnlcmvnt as st last
AvSEIR. i * | Settlement
| ,
_ S R o
3 ; I ;
2 3 4 [ s I 6 7 8 9 ) 50 , 11 | 1)
| . |
. . -
Rs, Rs, Rs, Ra. Res. Rs. Ra. Ks, I Rs.
|
HATTA TAHSIL,
3 | Manaadoh 3 o
- Marnad! - 231 103 3,403 :
i 4 6,537 £3 12,634 6,740 33 - 631 ‘ —513
3 | North tiatta 2,768 768 3,030 75074 31,495 1 T4732 38,525 (1] + 730 1,500
3 ' sounth Hatta 641 571 3,080 76,73 i
.l 3,68 7 9 18,110 g0 80,380 41,7c0 51 — gn — 3,338
I I i
: Patera 2 13 G1a
4 i ¢ 870 $ 745 34 17,060 49 35,480 17,805 50 v 4,510 + 909
I
8 | Kumburi g7 6 L3¢ 13,35t 6,630 10 13,408 6,600 Iy + 2711 + 1,149
6 Fatehpur 3,613 413 2,300 50,161 29,620 50 61,774 31,830 §3 + 1750 + 4¢3
’ ,
7 J Ratiagarh 4,415 049 3,866 80,808 41,330 st 83,320 45,208 53 | + 6,009 + 2,840
i
8 i 21 19 6,767 2376 38 6,788 1,395 <0 b go3 + 128
Tetui of Hatta Tahsil. 14,736 4,562 12,194 3.55,740 1,79,376 50 1,70,406 1,51,470 23 | + 17,30 834
’ Trde b
i
! DAMOH TAHSIL,
t |Pathar'a 3,423 431 2,093 92,678 49,373 33 97,008 §1,365 $4 1 4+ 11,070 | + 3,005
* ' Nasinghgarh 4,019 616 3,293 1,33,761 67,857 51 1,36,780 71,380 53 ' o1g,483 4 6,900
8 | Damoh 5,603 819 4734 1,09,510 §5,661 £ 1,185,173 60,385 53 b 33,441 | + 1006
4 ! Bandakpur 143 9 124 15178 7,711 L} 15,231 7,833 TR 4017 |+ 1,54
i
§  Baowar » 5 34 17,384 8,765 5t 17,193 8,795 st o+ o2 |4 a6
& ewarh 723 141 [HiE] 28,076 14,228 50 29,397 14,810 50 + 6,173 + 3135
1
!
, Il’l‘mndth' 213 23 1%0 17,565 8,370 4: 17,778 8,750 49 )+ 4417 | o+ o20m
i
8 | sarrn-Nalakot s a3 232 1,100 24,595 13,110 49 35,018 13,310 st + 3771 + 3,540
(-
9 | Suilware 109 39 8o 14,083 6,763 43 14,162 6,442 48 + 201 + 1,380
! ) -1,
10 Ahbbana 124 0 108 36,174 18,853 5 36,208 18,660 21 + 7.7 + 3,587
- it 3.
11 Mals 304 43 255 33,313 16,680 [ 31,507 16,920 50 + 0096 + .30
. | i
13 ] Jabera 646 100 856 34,808 13,28 1 49 23,534 13,815 50 ] aoans AT
. hail.
Toral of Damoh Tabsi 16,668 2,847 14,121 £,47,533 1,78,515 51 §,64,101 3,903,637 83 |+ 02,497 | + ar 4R
tal for Damoh - . : N PR
Te aDisnic:. 3huazd sito9 36.318 103,261 457,703 51 934,687 484,707 £3 |+ 1,007 |+ 40,834
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STATEMENT XII.— Net revenue increase for vegularly seitled area,

Serial
No.

19

12

Prior tu revision.

As revized.

. Actual
increase of
Assessment Group. _ Jara not Net ls{ast:xlxlc-rln:::\]:d Jama not Net r::imi&:t
Isam']' realisuble revenue | by the Chief realisable revenue jama over
| et | ettt | Conmin” | mwngle | i | 'previon
sioner. jama.
2 3 4 s 6 ? 8 9
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs.
HATTA TAHSIL.
Mariadoh 5,386 5,386 6,740 6,740 + 1,384
North Hatta 24,736 75 24,661 38,528 243 48,283 + 13,622
South Hatta 10,31§ ] 30,315 41,290 41,290 + 10,975
Patera 12,038 528 11,813 17,805 545 17,260 + 8,747
Kumhari 4,076 15 4,961 6,691 13 6,675 + 1,714
Fatehpur 22,016 866 22,050 31,820 1,148 30,672 + 8,622
BAtiagarh 38,201 1,070 37,131 45,205 1,070 44,135 + 7:004
Rajpura 1,776 144 1,652 2,395 160 3,335 + 1,603
Total of Hatta Tahsil ;,40,;;: 2,698 .,57,51; 1,091,470 93,180 1,88,390 + 50,641
DAMOHW TAHSIL.
Patharia 44846 2,078 : 42,768 52,308 2,307 50,058 + 7,390
Narsinghgarh 55.261 844 : 54,417 71.250 1,179 70,071 + 15,654
Damoh 40,438 1,615 | 38,823 60,383 3012 57,373 + 18,550
Bandakpur 5714 : 5714 7.835 7,835 + 2,121
Banwar 6,901 | 6,991 8795 ™ 8,705 + 1,804
Tejuarh 11,479 11,479 14,810 14,810 + 3,331
Taradehi 6, 76 1,221 4,855 8550 2,199 6,551 + 1,690
Sarra-Balukot 10,28 4,904 3,380 13.210 6,265 0,945 + 1,505
Sailwara 4815 | 4815 6,842 . 6,842 + 3,087
! Abhana 14,579 832 13,697 18,660 952 17,508 + 4,011
: Mala 13,435 13,485 16.g20 16,920 + 3,435
Jabera 9,330 82 { 9,748 12,815 102 12,713 + 2,965
Total of Damoh Tahsil ’——,—,23,798 - n,éz_; 2,12,172 2,0‘:.837 , 16016 . ?_,7-5-,2_!“ + 54.14_2-.
- —] —_— —
Total for Damoh District 3,64,142 14,331 3.49,821 4.84,107 10,196 4,64,911 +1,15,090
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6o
DAMOH DISTRICT WAJIB-UL-ARZ.

I =Lambardar.

The lambardar is rc5pon51ble for the payment of the Government revenue and
cesses and for the apportionment of the village profits, On his death his heir succeeds,
subject to the approval of the Deputy Commissiuner.

11 =Relations of malguzars wilth tenants.

In their dealings with tenants generally malguzars will abide by the provisions of the
Tenancy Act for the time being in force and the rules made under it and will not recover
cesses over and above the rent save such as arc warranted by law. Wheie rent has been
fixed in money, rent in kind will not be recovered.

1] —Village expenses.
The malguzars provide for the customary village cxpenscs, whatever they may be.
IV.—Village watchmen.

(Here the number of watchmen are stated and their names, the details of any rent-free’
service land and details of fees from malguzars, malik-makbuzas, tenants, and, if required
to pay fees, non-agriculturisis.)

V.—Other recopnised village sevvants,

(Here the details of other recognized village servants are stated, with their remuner-
ation.)

Vi.—Land held vevenue-free as against the malguzar,

{Serial number of holding, area and revenue assessed to be stated, with name of
present incumbent and right in which he holds, whether of malik-makbuza or co-sharer.)

Vii—Land other than service lnnd hold fres of went or at privileged rent, wilh
pariiculars of conditions.

(Serial number of holding, area and rental value to be stated, with name of present
holder, conditions on which, and term for which he holds, and details of rent, if any, to be
paid by him.)

VII.—Village waste lands and forests.
The malguzars will observe the rules which may be issued from time totime regarding
the use and preservation of malguzari forests.
The customary rights included in the term nesfar are —
(1) The right to dry wood and brush-wood for {uel.
(2) The right to en)lect thorns, leaves and edible roots.
(3) The right to fibre and roots for rope.

(4) The right to cut timber {aflter giving notice to the malguzar) for construction or
repars of honses and fur agricultural purposes. But this right does not
extend to green bamboos, big timber required for roof-trees, ralters, beams
or door frames,

(5) The right to graze a reasonable number of cattle.

{6) The right to collect grass for such cattle.

These rights tenants and agricultural labourers will continue to enjny for their private.
use alone and not for sale, fice of charge, to the extent gvarranted by the condition of the
jungles and waste lan's.  If inhabitan's of another villape wish to execcise these rights,
they may do so with the ‘malguzar’s permissiou on corditions which the malgucar mav
impose, provided that the 1ights of the tenants to zistar are not infringed.

(Here should also be recorded the rights possessed by tenants over fruit trees growing
in village waoste, and if the village ad;ums Government forest a clause will be added under
which the md]guzars will engigeto do their share in maijutaining the forest boundary
by annually clearing a line to the width of 20 {cet on their side of the boundary line.)
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IX.==Village site.

"Tenants, agricultural artizans and agricultural labourers, now settled or who may
hereafter settle with the malguzar's consent in the village, are entitled to a house-site
free of rent. The malguzar may take rent for gardens attached to houses. Non-agricul-
turists may build on vacant sites subject to the conditions which the malguzar mayv impose,
Within their house sites and gardens villagers may build as tley please. Every person is
at liberty to sell.or mortgage the materials of his house. Should any house or house-site
be deserted for a period of two years, the site and materials shall, in the absence of any
agreement to the coutrary, revert to the malguzars. Trans<fers between persons entitled to
a house-site rent-(rce, of the right to occupy a house, are unfettered, but translers in which
other persons are a party are subject to the approval of the malguzar,

X—=Village roads, paths and rights of way.

‘The malguzars and tenants will keep open and maintain all existing roads and paths
and will not allow any person to eucroach on a roal or path by bailding, enclosing, culti-
vating or otherwise. All roads in the village will be kept broad enough for the easy
passage of carts.

X1.—Rights of tenants over trees.

Any persoh may plant trees in his house-garden or cut frees planted there by Himself.
He cannot cut trecs planted therc by other people, without the malguzar's consent.

Tenants who have come into possession of their holdings, otherwisz than by inheritance
after the year 1893, can neither plant nor cut trees in their h)ldings without the malguzar's
permission. Tenants of older date are unfettered in this respect.  Trees, other thaa fruit
trees, of spontaneous growth, in all holdings ¢x-ept thirse of absolute-occupancy tenants,
are the property of the malguzar. In the absence of any sperial agreement, trees follow the
land in cases of transfer.  Rights in trees which already exist shal% not be interfered with,

XiT—Marure.

Cattle dung and sweepings on public halting places belong to the malguzar. Any
person may collect and app-opriate to his own use manure or sweepings from viliage waste,
public roads, or, if custom allows, and the occupier of the land consents, from occupied
lands.

XI1]—Drsposal of hides and carcasses of dead cattle,

The hides, bones and carcases of cattle which die in the village are taken by Chamars
who, in return, render the following services and articles. (Here are inserted details (a)
such as Governmeut bhet begar, and ths repaics to roofs of malguzars’ houses in the hot
weather; (4) of articles, such as shocs to Goverument scrvants and shoes, whips, bridles or
girths to the malguzars.)

But this custom is not to over-ride the ordinary right of ownership.

XIV.==Dues from bazars and sarais,

Malguzars are not entitled to levy any dues on bazars or from sarais in their villages,
or realize commission on sales.

XV, —Threshing floers,
Ezxisting public threshing floors shall continue to be used as such.
XVI—Rights of willage over land or wa'er belonging to other villages or of other
villages to land or waler in this village.
(Here are recorded details of rights mentioued in beading with particular inclusion
of rights of access to and usc of water in wells and ponds.)
XVII.— Protected thekedars and inferior proprietors.

(If the villags be hald by protected thekedars or inferior proprictors, the following
details are recorded :—

(1) Names of protected thekedars or inferior proprictors.
(2) Payments of such thckedars or proprietors.
(3) Conditisns of theka or lease with particular reference to rights of the thekedar
or lessee over the village jungles.
XVIIl.<Maintenance of trifanction sta’ins, bruniary marks and traverse marks.

The trijunction stations, biundiry marks anl traverse marks situated on the village
boundary, which are showa in the attached schedule, are mainta'ned by the people of this
village, who will keep them in proper repair,
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Schedule.
(1) Details of trijunction stations. The trijunction stations between the villages.

(2) Boundary and traverse marks.

Khasra number

Description of marks. where Remarks.
situaied.
1 3 3

XIXe=Special clauses appertaining lo village,

(Here will be recorded any custom peculiar to the village, of which mention has oot
besn made already.)

C. G. CHENEVIX TRENCH,
Setilement Officer, Damoh Distrsct.

Govt. Press, Nagpur :=~No. 1877 Scttit,~—32-4-14,~352,
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II. = Number of soil units.
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DAMOH SETTLEMENT REPORT.

INTRODUCTORY.

There are two Settlement Reports of the Damoh district extant, The
first was written in 1866 by Mr. A. M. Russell, who entered the district only
after the greater portion, v7z., the Damoh tahsil, had already been reassessed
by his predecessor, Colonel Maclean, and, as he admits, found himself at a
disadvantage in reporting on tracts of country which he had nevef visited. The
next resettlement was begun in 1888 by Mr. T. C. Wilson, 1.cC. s., and finished
in 1891 by Mr. Dori Lal who died in December of the same year. The report
on this Settlement was compiled by Mr. {now Sir B.) Fuller, the Settlement
Commissioner in 1893. Thus, neither of the existing reports was written by
officers who were directly and solely concerned with the Settlement of the district
as 2 whole, and this fact, together with the changes wrought within the last
twenty years by the famine cycle, the opening of the railway and the construc-
tion by Government of roads and irrigation works, is, | trust, a sufficient justifi-
cation for the inclusion in this report of a certain amount of descriptive detail
which would, in other circumstances, have been superfluous.

PART 1.
Description of the District before Settlement.
CHAPTER 1.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION Or THE DISTRICT.

1 The outline of the district is an elongated oval running north and south,
and strikingly resembles that of Ireland. The northern
portion of the oval, constituting the Hatta tahsil, is
. bounded on all three sides by the Native States of Panna,
Bijawar and Chhatarpur, within the boundaries of which three villages of Damoh
are situated, while a few State villages are similarly imbedded in British territory.
Further south, the district marches with Saugor on the west and Jubbulpore on
the cast down to its southernmost extremity where it touches the district of
Narsinghpur. The length of the district from north to south is a little under go
les, and its greatest width from east to west is about 56 miles. Its total area
16 square miles. It is divided into two tahsils, with head-quarters, respec-

at Hatta and Damoh, and contains 1,394 villages, of which 52 are settled

i and 246 are uninhabited. The local geology is mentioned both in the

r and in the last Settlement Report, and calls for no separate treatment

om an agricultural point of view the district is easy to describe. It is

v two rivers, the Sonar and the Bearma, which, crossing it from south-

h-east, converge to form the river Ken at the northern boundary of

hsil.  The valley of the Sonar and of its tributaries the Bewas, the

Kopra, forms an open belt of fertile country, about 20 miles wide,

onally across the northern half of the district. This tract is known

and is bounded along its north-western edge by a low sandstone

" ke % *ongle and forest. The larger portion of the district

~cally known by the general title of the Pahar, or

Jlateau also shares. A glance at the map shows

Hill is Government reserved forest, and

-ge area. This southern hilly tract is

sters it from the Saugor district far down

the open country some sixty miles to

“on twenty miles further north with
Panna Statae Tho walla. Lal.

The district as a whole,



DAMOH SETTLEMENT REPORT,

INTRODUCTORY.

There are two Settlement Reports of the Damoh district extant. The
first was written in 1866 by Mr. A. M. Russell, who entered the district only
after the greater portion, v7z,, the Damoh tahsil, had already been reassessed
by his predecessor, Colonel Maclean, and, as he admits, found himself at a
disadvantage in reporting on tracts of country which he had nevei visited. The
next resettlement was begun in 1888 by Mr. T. C. Wilson, 1.cC. ., and finished
in 1891 by Mr. Dori Lal who died in December of the same year. The report
on this Settlement was compiled by Mr. (now Sir B.) Fuller, the Settlement
Commissioner in 1893. Thus, neither of the existing reports was written by
officers who were directly and solely concerned with the Settlement of the district
as a whole, and this fact, together with the changes wrought within the last
twenty years by the famine cycle, the opening of the railway and the construe-
tion by Government of roads and irrigation works, is, 1 trust, a sufficient justifis
catjon for the inclusion in this report of a certain amount of descriptive detail
which would, in other circumstances, have been superfluous.

PART 1.
Description of the District before Settlement.
CHAPTER L

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT.

1 The outline of the district is an elongated oval running north and south,
‘ and strikingly resembles that of Ireland. The northern
The district as a whole, portion of the oval, constituting the Hatta tahsil, is
. bounded on all three sides by the Native States of Panna,
Bijawar and Chhatarpur, within the boundaries of which three villages of Damoh
are situated, while a few State villages are similarly imbedded in British territory.
Further south, the district marches with Saugor on the west and Jubbulpore on
the east down to its southernmost extremity where it touches the district of
Narsinghpur. The length of the district from north to south is a little under go
Miles, and its greatest width from east to west is about 36 miles. lIts total area
18 2,816 square miles, It is divided into two tahsils, with head-quarters, respec-
tively at Hatta and Damoh, and contains 1,394 villages, of which 52 are settled
Tyotwari and 246 are uninhabited. The local geology is mentioned both in the
Gazetteor and in the last Settlement Report, and calls for no separate treatment
here. From an agricultural point of view the district is easy to describe. [t is
traversed bw two rivers, the Sonar and the Bearma, which, crossing it from south-
west to nort h-east, converge to form the river Ken at the northern boundary of
the Hatta ta ssil. ~ The valley of the Sonar and of its tributaries the Bewas, the
Sa]h'and the Kopra, forms an open belt of fertile country, about 30 miles wide,
slanting diag onally across the northern half of the district. This tract is known
as the Havell and is bounded along its north-western edge by a low sandstone
plateau covered witk sl jingle and forest.  The larger portion of the district
lies south of the Haveli and is lo ~ally known by the general title of the Pahar, or
Hill, in which name the northern prateau also shares. A glance at the map shows
that the (_iistinguishing feature of the Hill is Government reserved forest, and
malguzari jungles also cover a very la.'ge area. This southern hilly tract is
traversed by the Bearma river, which efaters it from the Saugor district far down
on the south-west border and emerges into the open couniry some sixty miles to
the north-east from which point, to its junctnin twenty miles further north with
the Sonar,_ it separates the Hatta tahsil from r2°nna State. The vallev. of the
Bearma within the hilly tract, though far narrower thu.~ that of th Sonar, is. for
much of its course, fertile, thickly populated, and of grea. .inportance. .%o
for purposes of description, the district falls easily into three divisions, the Haveli,
the Bearma valley and the hilly country, each of which has its distinctive
method of agriculture and deserves separate description.
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3. The Haveli is by far the most important, containing 654 villages and
contributing 74 per cent of the Land Revenue of the
whole district. - The soil, but for rare gravelly outcrops,
is dark, friable, and easy to work, highly prized for its capacity to carry wheat,
without fallowing and with but little change of crop, for an indefinite number of
years, The surface is free from forest and, viewed from the edge of the hijls
in the cold weather, presents the appearance of a level expanse of wheat with
numerous groves marking the sites of villages. In reality, however, itis not
level but broken up by nullahs into undulations called Tagars which, as will be
seen later, diminish the security of outturn very considcrably, and render the
Damoh haveli as a whole greatly inferior to those of the Jubbulpore and Nar-
singhpur districts. But the western portion of the Batiagarh Group is really first
class and the level tract seen from the railway, between Damoh and Aslana
stations, is scarcely inferior. The Hatta tahsil haveli, between the Sonar and
Bearma rivers, is of lower quality than the southern portion which falls in Damoh
tahsil. Between the wheat laud and the fool of the hills a “fringe of poorer soil
extends, to a varying distance, into the plain, This fringe is known as the
Karka and is at its widest under the northern plateau where the 23 villages
comprising the Mariadoh Group are all in the Karka. Damoh khas, to the
south, is a typical Karka village.

The Haveli.

3. The Bearma valley within the hills is also a closely cultivated tract, but
the surface, though broken by small sandstone ridges, is
much more level than that of the Haveli.. The soil is
lighter coloured but free from gravel and of stitfer quality. 'Hence, to enable it
to be worked, fields are on a much smaller scale and embankment is universal.
Cultivation, in short, is more intensive and laborious and the conditions of agri-
culture are very different from those prevailing in the Haveli proper. One-
hundred and forty-three villages lie in this tract.

The Bearma valley.

4. The villages of the hilly tract, exclusive of the Bearma valley, fall roughly
into two classes. The first comprises those which lie on
top of sandstone plateaus. One of these plateaus
stretches across the north-west of the district, the other occupies an exactly
similar relative position along the south-east border, overlooking the plain of
Jubbulpore and extending through the assessment groups of Mala, Sailwara and
Taradehi. The surface of these plateaus is level, but the soil, in most places,
fit for nothing but the poorest millets. The second class of hill villages is very
numerous and includes those on the upper reaches of the Bearma river, and -
the valleys of its many tributaries, such as the Goraiya, the Bhaddar, and
Sun., In soil and productiveness hey occupy a pusition midway between
Bearma valley villages and those on the high plateaus. A very large prop’

of the hilly tractis covered with jungle. Besides the Government r

forest shown in green on the map, which accounts for 792 square

28 per cent of the total district area, there are, including the ryotw:

849 square miles of village waste. Of this waste, 268 square miles a

as tree forest and the balance is by no means denuded of forest gi

safe to assert that go per cent of the district as a whole is und:

some description and practically all this area is unculturable, The ti

of the Damoh jungles is stunted but fruit trees, mahua, achar and ¢

and the grazing, for ¢ight months of the year,is far The '~

highest elevation 2,467 feet in the Sailwara Gre:

The appended map shows the chief natural

division into Assessment Groups.

The hilly tract,

s
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3. The Haveliis by far the most important, containing 654 villages and
contributing 74 per cent of the Land Revenue of the
whole district. The soil, but for rare gravelly outcrops,
is dark, friable, and easy to work, highly prized for its capacity to carry wheat,
without fallowing and with but litile change of crop, for an indefinite number of
vears, The surface is free from forest and, viewed from the edge of the hi)ls
in the cold weather, presents the appearance of a level expanse of wheat with
numerous groves marking the sites of villages. In reality, however, itis not
level but broken up by nullahs into undulations called Tagars which, as will be
seen later, diminish the security of outturn very considerably, and render the
Damoh haveli as a whole greatly inferior to those of the Jubbulpore and Nar-
singhpur districts.  But the western portion of the Batiagarh Group is really first
class and the level tract scen from the railway, between Damoh and Aslana
stations, is scarcely inferior. The Hatta tahsil haveli, between the Sonar and
Bearma rivers, is of lower quality than the southern portion which falls in Damoh
tahsil. Bctween the wheat land and the foot of the hills a “fringe of poorer soil
extends, to a varying distance, into the plain. This fringe is known as the
Karka and is at its widest under the northern platcau where the 23 villages
comprising the Mariadoh Group are all in the Karka. Damoh khas, to the
south, is a typical Karka village.

The Haveli.

3. The Bearma valley within the hills is also a closely cultivated tract, but
the surface, though broken by small sandstone ridges, is
much more level than that of the Haveli.- The soil is
lighter coloured but free from gravel and of stilfer quality.  Hence, to enable it
to be worked, fields are on a much smaller scale and embankment is universal.
Cultivation, in short, is more intensive and laborious and the conditions of agri-
culture are very different from those prevailing in the Haveli proper. One-
hundred and forty-threc villages lie in this tract.

The Bearma valley.

4. The villages of the hilly tract, exclusive of the Bearma valley, fall roughly
into two classes. The first comprises those vhich lie on
top of sandstone plateaus. One of these plateaus
stretches across the north-west of the disirict, the other occupies an exactly
similar relative position along the south-east border, overlooking the plain of
Jubbulpore and extending through the assessment groups of Mala, Sailwara and
Taradehi. The surface of these plateaus is level but the soil, in most places,
fit for nothing but the poorest millets.  The sccond class of hill villages is very.
numerous and includes those on the upper reaches of the Bearma river, and
the valleys of its many tributaries, such as the Goraiya, the Bhaddar, anc the
Sun. In soil and productiveness they occupy a pusition midway between. the
Bearma valley villages and those on the high plateaus. A very large prop drtion
of the hilly tractis covered with jungle. Besides the Government weserved
forest shown in green on the map, which accounts for 792 square miles or
38 per cent of the total district area, there are, including the ryotwari villages,
849 square miles of village waste.  Of this waste, 268 square miles a re classified
as tree forest and the balance is by no means denuded of forest gi owth. It is
safe to assert that go per cent of the district as a whole is under forest of
some description and practically ali this area is unculturable. The ti mber growth
of the Damoh jungles is siunted but fruit trees, mahua, achar and t endu abound,
and the grazing, for cight months of the year, is ‘nin.. Tho “dills rise to their
highest elevation 2,467 feet in the Sailwara Gre.up near the Jubbulpore border.
The appended map shows the chief natutal features of the district and also its
division into Assessment Groups.

The hilly tract,

——— dnt———

CHAPZYER I,
PorpuramioN AND CASTES.

5. The poulation of “(he district was 325,613in 1891. In 1901, at the
end of the famins, '\ had fallen to 285,326, and in 1911 had risen to 338,047.
According to the district Gazetteer 67 per cent of the population, or in round
figures, 226,500 persons arc supported by pasture or agriculture, and with others
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this report is not concerned. Lodhis numbering 41,843, agriculturists almost to
a man, contribute 18 per cent of this population and Kurmis 11 per cent. These
two castes are the best cultivators in the districr. Market gardening is carried on
by 15,650 Kachhis. Lodhis, Kurmis and Kachhis thussesamese 36 per cent of
the agricultural population.  The caste actually most “Humerods in the district is
that of Chamars, which has risen in a decade from 34,000 10 43,319, and 1.1 nearly
every village is resorting more and more to agriculture.  The number of Gonds
was given in paragraph 26 of the last Settlement Report as 110,578 or 34 per
cent of the district total, but this figure was incorrect. At the census of 1go1 Gonds
numbered 28,000, and in 1911 Gonds and Sonrs together made up a total of
38,212 or 11 per cent of the district population.

CHAPTER I
PoLITICAL AND FiscaL HiSTORY TO 1893

6. The history of Damoh needs only the briefest mention here.  After go
years of Maratha rule the district was ceded to the
British Government in 1818 From that date to the
Thirty Years’ Cettlement of 1864 the Land Revenue administration was as
disastrous as it had been before the cession, consisting mainly, to quote the last
Settlement Report,' in abortive attempts to realize revenue which was much
above the paying powers of the country.” Short term settlements with revenue
farmers were the practice till 1835, the demand fluctuating from three to three
and half lakhs of rupees. In that year a 2o years’ Settlement was made for
Rs. 3,05,140, This proved unworkable, and of its effects the Settlement Officer
of the next revision wrote that “the ruin which it entailed on the muss of the
people and the district ger}erally are too well known to need any elaborate
description here.” The Thirty Years’ ‘Settlemgnt was concluded in 1854. The
malguzars or lessess were given proprictary rights, and the revised realizable
demand was fixed at Rs. 2,52,974, which was about a lakh less than thc highest
of the earlier assessments. But the district was in a very under-cultivated
condition. In 1869 the Katangi-Singorgarh tract, containing 12§ malguzari
villages with a land revenue of Rs. 8,808, was added to the district from
Jubbulpore. The Thirty years’ Settlement ushered ina period of favourable
seasons and great prosperity magnified, in  retrospect, by the climatic disasters
which synchronized with and continued for long after its close. '

Early Settlements.

7. Writing in 1889 the Settlement Officer described the tenants of the
NarsinghgarhGroup, now among the most prosperous in
the district, as in poor condition owing to the late
unfavouraple seasons, and remarked that the present year, 1888-80, wos a bad
one. But the series of crop failures generally referred to as the famine began
in 18g2-93, when both crops were seriously damaged. ‘

Beginning ot famine cycle.

8. The new Seltlement came into force from 1st July 1894, impesed a
The twelve years Sewle. total revenue of Rs. 4,43,453, and was announced for a
ment and the famine cycle. period of 12 years. This demand was never collected.
From 1892-93 to 1899-1goo an outturn exceeding one-half of the normal on both
crops taken together was only twice harvested, and in no year did the pcople
reap a three-quarter crop. Suspensions and remissions of land revenue were
very liberal during this distressful period, the average collections including cesses
for the last seven years of the cycle being only two lakhs or considerably less than
half of the full demand.

9. In 1899, when the cropped area had fallen by 23 per cent, a general
scheme of abatement of rents and revenue was applied to
the whole district. Tenants’ rents and the valuation of
the malguzars’ home-farms were reduced in proportion to the contraction in the

The abatements,
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cropped area, where the loss in cropping over the village as a whole had been at
least 15 per centin 1897-98 and was at least 20 per cent in 1898-99. The
revenue was then lowered by an amount proportionate to the difference be'ween
the abated assets and the Settlement assets as announced in 1894, Relief as
given to 319 villages in Hatta and 197 villages in the Damoh tahsil, in all to
516 villages. of which the great majority fell in the most fertile tract of the
district, the valley of the Sonar. The operationresulted in the lowering of the
net realizable revenue demand from Rs. 4,24,006 to Rs. 3,45,844, representing a
reduction of 37 per cent in the abated villages and 18 per cent over the district
as 4 whole. The abatemcuts were torun for the remainder of the term of
Settlement, I give below a fow examples from the Hatta tahsil to show the
exceptionally liberal scale on which they were granted. Scores of malguzars
were reassesscd to very light revenues and thereby, so rapid was the recovery
in their assets, more than reimbursed for their losses during the years of famine,

CVillage. Revenue of 1894. Abated revenue,
Rs. Rs.
Sujanpura " 175 5
Niwai 400 58
Hardua e 500 40
Karuiya e " 290 32
Abda So0 210
Ranch 2,545 1,210

The enjoyment by the owners of abated  villages of such generous revenue
remissions for over a decade has complicated the business of their reassessment,
for the revised revenues have been announced at a time when the cropped area
is full and the occupied area has surpassed the figure of 1894.

CHAPTER 1V.
CoMMUNICATIONS, TRADE AND I’RICES.

1o. Both by road and rail the district is unusually well served, enormous
improvement in communications having been made in
the 20 years which have elapsed since the last Settle-
ment. In January 1899 the Bina-Katni branch of the Great Indian Peninsula
Railway was opened. The line passes through the centre of the district from
west to east : three stations fall in the open wheat country and three in the hilly
tract. Metalled roads now spread fanwise from head-quarters, north-east to
Hatta, north-west to Batiagarh, west to the Saugor border, south to Taradehi
and south-cast to the boundary of Jubbulpore district. Four out of these five
roads bring the counlines of the district into touch with the capital, the roads to
Taradehi and Batiagarh are, for nearly all their course, new, and the old road to
Hatta is being annually improved by bridges. As late as 1907, Tejgarh was
inaccessible to touring officers from Damoh in wet weather, except by elephant,
while the large village of Tendukhera 16 miles further south, which had 12 carts
in 1907, has now 31. The total length of metalled roads has increased since
Settlement from 62 miles to 159 miles.

Communications,

1. The result of giving the district a rallway and better roads has been
the concentration of trade at Maw Ganj. a noble market,
just outside Damoh railway station. Here a thousand
carts may be counted in a single day at the height of the export season and as
many pack animals, Unfortunately for statistical purposes the ryots of a half
a dozen Native States make use of this market, and to avoid, as it is said, the

Trade,
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octroi ¢f Jubbulpore town, produce is brought from that district also. The
exports from Patharia, the only other station from which grain leaves the district,
are only half a lakh of maunds i in a year, and as most of this comes from over the
-Saugor border, Damoh station is the only outlet that need be considered. [t is
estimated that two-thirds of the exports in grain and oil-seeds are the produce of
Damoh district. During the year ending the 5 s1st July 1912, 526,000 maunds of
grain, nearly all wheat, and 73,708 maunds of oil- aeeds were sent out by rail,
vh]ch at the rate of Rs. 2-8-0 per maund of grain and Rs. 7 per maund of oil-
secds, were of the united value of Rs. 18,27,000. The district’s share of this
export trade would be about Rs. 12,18 000. The il crop of 1911 was a partial
fatlure. In a good vear, the total v alue of oil-sceds exported amounts to eight
lakhs of rupees.  The figures of export are supplied, month by month, by the
railway authoritics and may be taken as correct.  They throw some doubt on
the statement made in paragraph 24 of the last Settlement Report that in
1885-86 traffic registration indicated an export trade of about six lakhs of maunds
in grain and oil- seeds. But the railway had by then rcached Katni-Murwara
o miles from Damoh and few lacts of Indian agricultural history are more
impressive than the ease and certainty with which enormous quantities of grain
found a way, before the days of metalled roads and railways, to distant markets
over obstacles seemingly insuperable. The statistics received from the railwav
authcrities have been checked by figures supplied b\ the Arhatias of Maw Ganj.
These give a total of 73 lakhs of mauuds of grain and oil-seeds rér‘ewed by
them in tne twelve-month under review. This would imply that 1} lakhs are
still held in Damoh town and 1 am informed that this is a by no means improbable
figure.

12. The present Settlement was not ‘undertaken on account of any rise in
prices that might have  occurred since the last revision,
but as, m fact, there has been a considerable rise, a
brief allusion to the subject will not be out of place. The course of prices of
wheat and rice, the two staples, from 1849 to 1902, 1s traced on page 114 of the
district chctteer and neced not be repeated here. Inthe quinquennium ending
1893, the year in which the last Settlement was announced, the price of wheat
was 34 Ibs. to the rupee and of rice 25 lbs. - Thes» arc retail figures. At present,
August 1912, wheat 1s selling at 26 Ibs. and rice, of medium quality, for 18 lbs. to
the rupee. During the past Tlive years wheat has ouly for a month or two fallen
to 30 lbs, and rice to =2 lbs. though, with the exception of 1907-08, all these
vears were of fair to good harvests. Assuming present rates of '76 Ibs. and
181bs. for wheat and rice respectively, the price of the former has risen 31 per
cent and of the lutter 39 per cent i the last 19 years. The past season has
been good for rige and ncarly bumper for wheat, so that the estimate of the rige
15 safc.  The rate of linseed has doubled and that of til risen 50 per cent within
the same period.  Juar and gram, on the other hand, show comparatively little
advance since 1893.

Prices,

CHAPTER V
RAINVALL, $S0OILS, AGRICULTURE AND CROPS.

13.  The rainfall has been registered in the past at three stations, Damoh,

at the north crn edge of the hilly country of the Damoh
tahsil, Tejgurh which is 20 miles from Damoh within
the hills, and Hatta in the Sonar valley. The varations between the recorded
fall at Tejgarh and Damoh are mentioned in the Damoh Tahsil Preliminary
Report and are so striking as to throw grave doubt on the accuracy of the
Tejgarh registration.  As remarked above in paragraph (ro) Tejgarh, until
1908, was almost inac cessible to nspecting officers during the rainy  season, and
practically no check of the reported ilgurt.&, was ])O\‘slblf.. As this vxlldge lies
m a rice tract within the hills the rainfall might be expected to be heavier than in
Damoh.  But over the 42 years ending in 1910 the annual average recorded
was 12 inches lighter, It is safest, | think, to ignore the records of this station.

@) Rainfall.
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14. The average annual fall at the Damoh station from 1867 to 1902-03
was 51 inches. The Hatta rainfall, as recorded, 1s
consistently lower than that registered at Damoh and
it is suggested in the Gazetteer that observations both at Hatta and Tejgarh have:
been defective.  Averages, however, convey little meaning. The difference
between good crops and scarcity depends almost entirely on the distribution, and
the interest of this subject justifies, | think, the quotation of the following table
showing the distribution of the annual rainfall as registered at Damoh, from
1892-93 up to 191I-12:—

Rainfall at head-quarters.

Early monsoon, Ia:; '20"30?_"’ Rest of year,
Year. June, July, . ()ctg,b::—r )1:120'\'- December to Total.
: August. ember. : May.

S SR S S .

inches, . Inches. Inches, Inches,
1892-03" 39'41 860 538 5345
1802-04* 4824 2051 430 : 6803
1894-95* 44'90 14'02 ‘ 36y 626Gy
1395-06* e 31'go 2'g% ‘ i 3483
18g6-97* e 4890 371 208 l 5469
1897-98 e 2317 [ 580 52z {' 3419
1898-99* 4399 | 7o1 | 87 ‘ 5187
1899-00™ 2775 150 103 02y
19oa-o1 43'59 ] O'1l 57 5787
1901-02 4316 | 6o 1'43 §0°67
1002-03 2865 : 18g5 s i 4911
1903-04 2826 1262 2'26 4314
1004-08 2551 433 099 3083
1905-06 2266 ; 588 1of : 2962
:906-07-3- 4U15 1852 5':7 6324
1907-05* 3395 077 1'42 3914
1008-009 Ay 552 165 4638
1g0g-10} 3492 432 52 40'76
1910-111 2500 10750 1ig 37'54
1911-12f - | 26'36 1268 o5 | 30°54

15. Years of scrious crop failure have been marked with a star, and good
years with a dagger. The outturn in the undistin-
guished years has ranged from 50 per cent of normal
to normal. There has been scarcity amounting to distress in eight of these 2o years.
Four of the bad vears have been marked by excessive, and th:ee by defective
rainfall, but neither aberration from average necessarily involves a bad harvest,
There was famine in 18g94-95 when 63 inches fell, while 1906-07 with a fall of 65
inches was a good year, a bumper rice crop making ap for a certain amount of
damage to the Rab1.  Similarly, 38 inches in 1910-11 gave excelient harvests,
and there was nothing approaching to crop failure even in 1904-05 and 1905-06
when only 31 and 30 inches, respectively, were registered, but there was famine
in 1899-1g00 and also in 1go7-08 in which latter year the kharif crops failed
entirely, though the year’s total was 36 inches. It is generally admitted that a
rainfall of 30 inches, if [avourably distributed, is quite enough to secure bumper
crops. The important months are September and October when the success of
both crops depends on timely rain, but it is precisely in these months that the fall
is most fitful. Distribution can to a very large extent be regulated by irrigation
and in a comparison of the rainfall statistics with the harvests reaped is found
the strongest justification for the construction of Government irrigation tanks in

the district.

Distribution of rainfall.
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16. The soils of the district have now been classified three times, in the
18) Soils, as classificd in the 1 hirty years’ Settlement, in attestation of last Settlement,
Tnirty years' Settlement. and in the present revision. The first classification
¢vided soils into six kinds, viz..—
Kabar, or the best black soil, heavy and free from grit.
Mund, or inferior black soil, light and gravelly.
Rathia, or brown kabar of the hilly country.
Ryan, or ashy coloured kabar of the hills.
Patarua, or light brown soil devoid of richness.
Bhatua, or sandy soil.

SAEE S

_ Dam at a loss to discover whence the name Ryan was derived or to what
-ail it was applied. It is common i Saugor and there used by the people to
describe the black and rather shallow soil found on the tops of hills. There is
only a very small area in Damoh district where such soil is found and at the
Thirty years’ Settlement most of this area wasin Jubbulpore district. The name,
as0, appears to be unknown now to cultivators.

17. With this exception, the classification has been followed in latter
Settlements, but enriched by the addition of two soils which
_ though scarce are of exceptional value. These are
Sihar, the soft, finc wash-off from sandstone hills which grows the best rice, and
kachhar, the alluvial soil found in narrow strips along rivers, in which Kachhis
and Dhimars grow vegetables. A fertile, sandy soil found far from the hills in
the Hatta tahsil, along the bank of the Bearma, has also been classed as Sihar,
In order to avoid over-classing, two grades have been allowed, both in this and
i the last Settlement, within the heads of Kabar, Mund and Patarva. The
vaneties of soil now recognized are as given below :~~

As now classed,

D’escentage on area under cultivation.
As now classed. At last Settlement.
Kabar ( 5
Kabar |1 . ; ' ( 7
“Mund I 9 29
Mund 11 a9 18
Rathia 10 7
Patarua 1 21 12
Patarva 11 . 16 16
Bhatua 3 a
Sihar
Kaelihar E ' 4
Tota! 1(;" 100

18, Although, of course, this classification is based on that used in common
Comparison of present lnssi- ~ Speech by cultivators, it should be remembered that
fication with the preceding. these names are, to agrcat extent, Ol'l]y H({j(‘ffli\'t:S:
kabar means clayey, mund crumbly, rathia stiff, patarua light, bhatua is often
applied to all waste land, sihar means sandy, and kachhar covers a wide variety
of riverain soils.  So that it would be highly unsafe, in hundreds of villages, to
class according to the nomenclature of the residents, for a field dignified with
the name of kabarin a Gond hamlet of the hills may be yellow patarua
with a slight admisture of clay. On the other hand, what is patarua in the
mouths of tenants of fine haveli villuges would be rathia or second class mund
in a less favoured tract.

It is to this elasticity of popular description that I ascnbe the *‘severity " of
the last Settlement soil classification as compared with that now effected.  Soils
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were then classed by Patwaris. In the first place, these men, from a rl_ll§t3ke“
idea of honesty and also from the praiseworthy desire to avoid suspicion of
favouring the cultivators, show an incurable tendency to optimism where Govern-
ment's interests are concerned. Thus, in years of scarcity they notoriously over-
estimate outturn. They have less to fear, in the way of censure, from a too
sanguine estimate than from one that is too low, Secondly, each Patwari knew
only the soils of his own circle and finding all, or nearly all, the officially
recognized varieties present in his circle, as testified to by cultivators and by his
own local knowledge, he naturally classed the land accordingly. This explains
the very frequent over-classing ot the light-coloured rathia in the hilly tract as
kabar. ~ The local name for it is indced Had-kabar but betwcen it and the
splendid black alluvial kabar of the haveliisa verywide difference. And
naturally enough, each Patwari classed the best mund in” his circle as mund L,
though, had they been able to compare notes, they would have found that this
heading was a surprisingly wide one. In this revision the classing was done by
Inspectors, who, in a short time, attained a respectable standard of untformity.
Their classification was pulled together by their Party Officers and the work of
these latter, at most four in number, was brought into line by myself. 1 checked
the soil classification on the spot in every village with any cultivation, ‘and in
very many villages made extensive alterations for it is impossible entirely to
eradicate, by instruction and orders, differences in temperament.

19. Mund is the prevailing soil in the haveli and grows steadily poorer as
the junction of the Sonar and Bearma is approached.
Kabar is plentiful only in the Batiagarh Group, where
the finest rabi in the district is grown, Rathia abounds in the valley of the
Bearma and patarua in the villages of the hilly tract Typical sihar may be
seen m Rajnagar ryotwari, near Damoh khas.

Distribution of soils.

20. Soils were also cross- classified according to their cropping capacity, a
very necessary operation seeing that patarua, useless
for wheat and of comparatively little value for minor
crops, constitutes the bulk of the fertile rice land. Four classes were recognized,
according as the land was used {or wheat, rice, minor crops and garden produce,
respectively,  This division was copied from that of last Settlement,

Classing by cropping.

Next, the slope of the land, a factor of ¢xtreme importance in Damoh, was
also 2llowed for. Level land was classed as ordinary in
the case of wheat and **saman’ in that of rice. The
area damaged by water courses was classed as Bharkila. Sloping rice land was
called “ tikra "', and land favoured by an especially low lying position “ jhilan .
Undulating wheat land, a very large” area, was given a scparate position called
““lagar’ (not recognized at last Scttlement) and wheat fields protected by
embankments were classed as “ bandhwas’, Irrigated land had a class to
itself in every cropping capacity. Finally, land exposed to danage from jungle
was classed “ ujaraha ” and the valuable area manured by drainage from the
village site was distinguished by the name of “ geonra™. A poor wheat field on
the edge of cultivation might thus be classified as **mund I, gohan, tagar,
ujaraha, " and a rice field near the village as “ rathia, dhanahi, saman, geonra.’
Double-cropping is so uncertain that the special class for double-croppedland,
employed at last Settlement, has now been discarded.

Classing by positiou.

21. I now proceed to summarize the results of this elaborate survey. The
Main features of classification.  Proportions in which the various soils are found have
been stated in paragraph 17 above. The area classed as
wheat-land is now 312,233 acres or 52 per cent of the
cultivated area of the district as compared with 333,688 acres so_classed at last
Settlement. No less than €5 per cent falls in the kabar and mund classes.
Tagar land is 28 per cent and embanked land 10 per cent of the total. In para-
graph g of the last Settlement Report embanked land was stated to be “less than
12 per cent” of the wheat-land area. The arca actually cropped with wheat at
attestation was 223,125 acres, but much wheat-land is temporarily under rotation
crops, such as juar and gram.

(a) Wheat-land,
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The rice-land arca is 54,101 acres or 12.004 acres less than the correspond-
ing area of last Settlement. Inferior tikra fields cover

(6) Rice-land. 34 per cent of the total area and jhilan land is 6 per cent.

The area classed as fit only for minor crops bas increased from 196,764
acres to 229.427 acres and now covers 38 per cent of

¢y Minor ecrops. . . .
(@ P the total area in cultivation.

Garden land is 10,293 acres, of which most lies

() Garden land, . . .
) Garden lanc in the baris behind ryots’ houses.

Only 2,837 acres in all soils were fourd irrigated in Attestation year as
agamnst 3,495 acres so classed at last Settlement.  But
the arca irrigable is 4,859 acres. This is exclusive of
the area commanded by Government irrigation tanks of which a deseription is
given in paragraph 30 below.

(e) Irrigated land.

The figures of this summary are for the district asa whole. Tahle 11 of
the appendix, which displays, Group by Group, the soil-classing according to
crop capacity, excludes the 52 ryotwari villages and also the 59 villages of the
Rajpura Group which were summarily settled. The relative fertility of each
Group is shown in column 3 by the average number of soil units per acre.
This ranges from 11 in the jungly Kumbaii tract to 25 in the haveli Group of
Narsinghgarh where 86 per cent ol the area in cultivation can grow wheat.

22. The chapter on agriculture in the district Gazetteer has lefi the
Settlement Officer of ro-day with little to say on this
subject, which-was fully dealt with alsoin the report
on the last Settlement. [t is, therefore, unn:cessary for me to describe in detail
the methods of cultivation in use jn this district. . These are common to a'l the
northern districts.  Kharif crops zre sown broadcast in the monsoon, wecded
once or twice, and cut in November and December.  The highest form of rice

" This requires a heavy burst of ramn 10

() System of agriculture,

cultivation is known as “ machaua . \
enable the cultivator to plough his fields into a semi-liquid puddle of mire in which
the seed, already artificially germinated in haskets, is thrown and then pressed in
by driving over it a bakhar turned upside down  The advantage of this method
1s that it reduces subsequent weeding to a minimum and mixes the manure, if any
has been given, with the soil. In such a vear as the present, 1912, nearly all the
rice sowings have been “ machaua . The alternative is to sow in fields which
have been dry-ploughed.  This is called “ topa” or ¢ jhura”, and the outturn is
about 23 per cent less than that given by “ machaua”, The benefit of manuring
is fully understood and in rice, at all events, the cultivator. has little to learn in
this respect.  Transplantation is unknown, but the germs of the idea are prescnt,
for spontancous rice is sometimes uprooted from fa'low fields and added to the
young crop standing in cultivat-d land.  Weeding is done even in kodon. As
wages rise this is brcoming a greater problem every year. At this wmoment
women are earning three anras a dav at this work and it is alleged that the
supply is unequal to the demand

Rabi crops, with the partial exception of [inseed, are sown in November and
December with the drill. No weeding, and practicilly no manuring, is done.
T'hey are cut in February, March and April.

23. The cultivated area of the dis'rict, 610,070 acres at last Settlement, is
Fallows (Table IV) and NoOW 606,365 acres including the ryotwari villages, and
xatation. excluding them, 598,252 acres. The fallow arca within
holdings has always been very large and was 235 per cent of the total occupicd
area at last Settlement At present it 1s 27 ner cent, or 201,195 acres in the
malguzari villages of which 67 per cent is fallow of over three years’ standing,
This old fallow area is largest in the haveli Groups, where it ranged,
at Attestation, from 12 per cent of the occapied area in Batiagarh to 25 per cent
in South Hatta. New fallow, now as always, is most prevalent in the hilly
tract.  Undoubtedly the vigour and persistenc: of Kans goes far to account
for the large fallow areas in the Haveli, but making every allowance for this, it is
perfectly obvious that holdings in that tract are too large, and that cultivators
would benefit by concentration. As remarked in paragraph 12 of the last
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Settlement Report kans is the result, not the cause, of misfortune. The weed
does not invade well cultivated flelds, but those which have been left fallow or
insufliciently ploughed. My own opinion is that deliberate fallowing in wheat
soils is very rare indeed. The tenant goes on cropping his fields with wheat and
occasionally with juar or gram by way of rotation, until by some accident kans
obtains a foothold. The field is then let go. Malguzars have frequently
assured me that some of their home farm has been cropped, without fallowing,
for at least two generations. The refreshing effect of gram on worn-out fields
15 fully understood, but systematic rotation and systematic fallowing are both
exceedingly rare in the Haveli. But patarua Il and bhatua, after 2 or 3 years’
cropping, are perforce thrown out of cultivation. They generally lie fallow for
from 3 to 5 years.

34. The proved insecurity of agriculture in Damoh is chiefly due to the
Dangers to which crops are jact that the distribution of crops closely corresponds to
subject. that of soils,  Toillustrate this it is unnecessary to repeat
the oft-told story of the famine cycle to which a whole chapter of the
Gazetteer is devoted. The situation, in bricf, is that the dark soils are given up
to rabi and the light soils, as universally, to kharif. Hence the broad local
division of all soil into “Moto” and patarua. The tenant never sows rice in motos,
which, he says, is too leaky, and though, since the famines, he has been obliged to
replace wheat by juar and til over a certain areain the Haveli, he isalways
straining to revert to the old order of things. Similarly, under the stimulus of
the “wheat hoom” at the end of the Thirty years’' Settlement, the rabl area was
extended widely over light soils unlit to carry wheat and now used for kharif,
The result is that, except in the favoured Bearma valley, where much of the
prevalent rathia can grow both wheat and rice, a failure of either crop means a
failure, for the tract in question, of the year’s food supply. There is no replac-
ing of kharif by rabi.  Certainly rabi ecan be and is replaced by kharif in the
unembanked Haveli, but this, on a large scale, is an expensive and risky remedy.
It brings on kans, and whether the crop miscarries or turns out well, the land
must lie idle through the following rabi seasons, and the chance of harvesting a
valuable wheat crop 1s lost.

25. The Haveli, in short, is a ene-crop tract, and if the wheat is ruined it
may be said that, for that year, all is lost, though a good
til outturn may mitigate the calamity. Extensive damage
to the wheat may be caused either by inadequate autumn and winter rains, in
which case much of the tagar land remains unsown or gives a very poor outturn;
or by excessive winter rain which causes rust ; or by frost.  All three causes have
played their part in the eight bad years that have occurred since last Settlement.
The destruction wrought by hail is, fortunately, confined to limited areas.
Recovery 1s difficult, since all calamities end in that curse of the Sonar valley,
kans grass. Wheat land left unsown or, owing to continuous untimely rainfall,
badly ploughed, at once becomes infested with this grass, and it may be ten or
twelve years before a plough can be drivenin it again, “One year’s secding,
seven years' weeding,” a proverb current in England, is nowhere more applicable
than in this tract. The Haveli tenant is noted tor borrowing the same amount of
rabi seed when he is in temporarily reduced circumtances as when he is prosper-
ous. He knows that if wheat land is let go for a single year it may, belost to
him for a decade. He thinks that he cannot afford to concentrate and in his
reluctance to lose a little he has often lost all.

In the Haveli.

26, The Bearma valley is distinguished by small holdings and good culu-
vation. The prevalent soil is a stiff rathia, The diffi-
culty of woirking this soil has evoked the best qualities of
the thrifty Lodhis with whom the valley is thickly populated. Embankment is
universal and thus the labour of ploughing is reduced to a minimum. Double-
cropping is practised whenever the late monsoon rainfall permits it. Fallows are
scarce and in some villages almost non-existent. The close, chess-board style of
cultivation offers the greatest contrast to the slovenly hugger-mugger farms of
the Haveli. The valley, along with the embanked portion of the Batiagarh Group,
is the securest tract in the district, though the wheat outturn of the rathia rarely
if cver nises to that of the Haveli mund in a year favourable to the latter tract.

In the Bearma valley.
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Rust and frost are the forms of damage most dreaded along the Bearma, and both
are peculiarly liable to occur in embanked land. Thus the heavy rain in the cold
weather of 1911-12 gave a bumper wheat crop on the high Haveli tagars but a
very poor one in the valley of the Bearma.

27.  The hilly tract is subject to all the calamities brought about by a badly
distributed monsoon.  An early fall, followed by too long
a break, causes witheringas in 1911. Incessant rain after a
late beginning, though good for rice, may render it impossible to sow juar and kodon
until it is too late. Kutki then largely replaces kodon. This was a feature of
1912.  But the worst abnormality is when, as m 15907, the rain ceases in August,
when all crops alike are overtaken by withering. The failure of that year was,
as far as is known, unparalleled in the history of the district.  Over the greater
patt of the rice area there wasno crop worth cutting, the fields were swept with
brooms and the rubbish thus collected was sifted for the little grain it might hold.
In prolonged breaks much damage is sometimes caused to rice and kodon by
caterpillars which mav be present in such numbers as to rcnder weeding impos-
sible. The bungalows of revenue officers are then hesieged by dismayed culii-
vators with large earthen pots full of caterpillars.  The only way to destroy these
pests is by flooding the fields in villages where irrigation tanks have been
constructed,

In the hilly tract.

28.  As might be expected from the physical {eatures of the district wild
animals do enotmous damave. The Haveli, indeed, is com-
paratively untouched, except for those villages which lie
along its margin under the hills and on the banks of rivers where ravines and
scrub-jungle harbour pig.  Antelope are not so plentiful as in Saugor district.
The rvot of the hills speaks with envy of the Haveli cultivator from whose budget
the cost of fencing and watching is absent and who need not go near his crop
from sowing time ti!l harvest. In the hilly tract and in much of the Bearma
valley fencing is universal, and the entire agricultural population spend from two
to four mo:ths of the year on pluforms, watching their fields. One ** machan”
to the acre, in addition to a ferce that is sometimes almost a stockade and fitted
with solid stiles, is quite a comm~n sight. - The bottom of the fence is often lined
with stalks of til to keep out hares sand the weteher, unless he has a gun, relies on
his voice, a sling, and a lash of plaited * san ” some ten or twelve feet long which
he cracks like a stock-whip, The peaple say thot wi'd animals, especially pig,
have increased of Jate years, and an association for the destruction of pig has
been started with conspicuous success at Mohta on the Bearva river. Naths
and Kuehbandhias are the avents employed. At present, wild animals do exces-
sive damage even in the outskirts of Damoh town and the aunual cost of protection
to the Christian Mission, which is inside the Civil Station, is, roughly, one rupee for
every cultivated acre.  Liberal deduction was made in assessing land peculiarly
liable to damage Irom jungle, and the area so classed amounted to 72,695 acres
or 12 per cent of the cultivated area.

Damage by wild aniinals,

2g. The Damol cultivator who wishes, by improving his land, to insure its
Methods of meeting climatic  Outturn against the wvagaries of the rainfall, must choose
uncertainty. between two alternatives. He must insure either against
too much rain, or too little,  Drainage would almost certainly mitigate the ravage
of rust in wet years, but this, especially in embanked land, 1s rarely {easible, though
in the Karka of the Batiagarh Group juar and til fields are in some villages very
carefully dramed  He has chosen the other alternative, and with the exception of
the irrigation wells dug by vegetable-growers, the number of which (1,230) has al-
most doubled since last Setilement, s sole cfforts at improvement are directed to
making embankments to secure, at all events, a seed-bed which can never be too
drv at sowing time. He has been reproached for his neglect ro embank, but con-
<idering the fact that wet years have in the past caused as many famines as dry, and
that embanked land is the surest to suffer from rust in wet seasons, I am inclined to
wonder at the amount of embankment accomplished which, in fact, has varied but
little since last Settlement, This form of improvement is confined to rabi land.
Round Balakot, indced, rice fields were once made with much labour by building
a stone wall along a hill side and then levelling the slope above it, but very little
of this work is done now. In the hilly tract light patarua is rendered capable of
growing wheat by throwing masonry and earth embankments across nalas, and
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some of these dams are reported to be a century old. Embankment is not
popular on the steep tagars of the Haveli. The slope is against it and also the
crumbly nature of the mund which necessitates an enormously thick bandhan to
stand the pressure of the water, It is seen to perfection in the level Bearma
valley and in the Batiagarh Group of the Hatta tahsil, where the soils are binding
rathia and kabar. The tenant of mund secks to conserve the moisture in the soil
by frequent cross-ploughings which make a fine upper tilth rather than by
embankment. But the object in both cases is the same. The use of embankment
to eradicate kans by flooding is mentioned in the Thirty yecars’ Settlement Report,
and it was largelv with this purpose that Government, in the years 1903 to 1908,
constructed bandhans in the fallow land of 21 villages, at a cost of Rs. 46,227,
Not all of these have been so immediately successiul as was anticipated. In some
the flooding has not been complete enough, others were made in unsuitable solil,
but even the poorest are coming into culiivation and increasing in fertility. The
area thus protected is 1,364 acres.

30. Prior to the year 19o8 irrigation was almost a negligible factor in the
agriculture of the district. At last Settlement only 3,495
acres were found irrigated, of which more than three-
quarters were watered from wells or, by hand, from rivers. In the attestation
just completed the irrigated area wus only 2,837 acres. Tank irrigation has
never been understood, though it is fitfully practised in insignificant areas, The
failure of the rice crop in 1go7 drew attention to the unprotected position of the
kharif areas. Seizing the opportunity provided by cheap labour, the Deputy Com-
missioner, by January 1908, had 4 village works in progress at spots where existing
nistar tanks only needed modification to be converted into vsetul little irrigation
tanks. The Irrigation Department then began operations at Chiraipani near
Hindoria and Ghangri, elias Garaghat, near Nohta. From then till now the
work of tank construction has never ceased, and the progress made may be
gathered from the following statistics i— '

Itrigation,

Tanks constructed.

) Maximum area
Name of tank. Area irrigable,  firrigated in any year,  Cost of work,
since completion.
Acres. Acres. Rs.
1. Ghangri 3,800 50 05,942
2. Richhai 2,234 38 53,001
4. Chiraipani 1,000 <} 1,110,900
4. Bahetia . 405 45 15,000
5. Patna 283 55 | 4,509
, !
6. Majhguwan 164 43 3,0c0
!
Total 9,856 246 2,83,352

Taken over from Revenue Department.—Tanks under construction.

. i
Majhguwan vl 2,500 Nil, i

!

98,827

These tanks have, it is hoped, rendered 61 villages potentially secure against
famine. Water was first taken from Baheria tank in November 1909, for the
rabi, but none has been taken since. In December 1gio some irrigation was
done from Ghangri and Richhai, but rust ensued and the experiment has not been
repeated. Chiraipani is only recently finished. The water from Patna and
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Majhguwan was given free, for the three years that it was controlled by the Reve:
nue Department. The charge of Rs. 2 per acre in each crop is not high, but
the response to Government’s efforts has heen very feeble. To those who know the
Damoh tenant, it has scarcely been surprising. He realises that water is useful
to wet the ground for rabi sowings, and, as an insecticide, to kill catejilars in
rice, but he knows very little more, and to demand double his rent for the use of
water seems to him extortionate. A vigorous campaign of instruction and
demonstration is urgently needed in the district.  Rabi irrigation requires expert
knowledge such as district officers at present do not possess.  Rust is an ever-
present menace.  In regard to rice, tenants have, for three years past. reaped
what they consider good crops without buying water. They have no example to
luok to of how irrigation can increase the yield.

31. In normal years the total cropped area of the malguzari villages of the
district is abont 5% lakhs of acres, as may be seen

{d) Cropping. R
) Cropping from the following figures of area i—

Acres.
At attestation of last Settlement ee 547,538
At apnoancement of last Settlement ros ... 505822
At attestation of present Settleineut, Table 11 ... 550,750

At the beginning of the Thirty years’ Settlement, when the district vas still in
a depressed condition, the area was only 4,21,542 acres, and in the famine cycle
the lowest figure reached was 403,344 acres in 1893-99.

The area doubled-cropped is mainly rice-fields in which rabt crops are sown
in years of sbundant late rainfall. It is very variable and has ranged from 3 coo
to 34,000 acres. In attestation it was found (Table III) to be 19,275 acres.
The second crop is usually of poor quality, and is held in litile esteem, consisting
usually of wheat and linseed sown broadcast, The area under the most import-
ant crops is shown in Table 1L

In quantity as well as in importance wheat and rice are still the district
staples. The present area under wheat and its mixtures is 223,125 acres or 41
per cent of the district cropped area, as compared with 261,728 acres at last
Settlement, but the shrinkage has been on the poorest soils, and is no matter for
regret.  The rice area, on the other hand, shows a serious decline of 38 per cent.
itom 68.977 acres at last Settlement to 42,787 acres, the arca even in 1899-1900
having been 62,770 acres.  This crop, for a variety of reasons, but chiefly owing
1o the rise in rates of labour, has lost popularity of late. Few tenants, inthese
days of high prices for oil-seeds, can resist a gamble in til, and the area under
that crop has expanded [rom 16,255 to 42,258 acres, partly at the expense of
linseed which has lost ground. Variety makes for sccurity, and the cropping of
the district is in a healthy condition. The monsoon of 1g12 has been favourable
for rice, and the area under that crop, 49,338 acres in 1911, which was a notable
advance on the attestation figure, has probably still further increased.

32. Inow come to the question of outturn. The subject is of fundamental
importance, and cannot be said to bave been exhausted,
though much has been written about it. To take the
case of wheat first, a2 mass of statistics exists in the form of results of exyseri-
mental cuttings, but in my opinion these results, as far as Damoh district is
concerned, are vitiated by the fact that the crop selected for experiment has
been, more often than not, superior to the average crop of the year over the
district as a whole. The standard district outturn per acre is 580 lbs. In local
parlance, allowing 120 1bs. of seed to the acre, this indicates a 4§ fold crop, say
five-fold.  Even if every allowance be made for the natural tendency of men who
live by the land to depreciate its yield, this figure, unless the who'e district is
concerned in a conspiracy of misstatement too vast for human effort to sustain, is
too high. The rabi harvest of the Damoh Haveli reaped in March 1912,
was by universal admission one of the best that the present generation has
witnessed. The people of the hills have no interest in decrying the fertility of
the Haveli, in fact, they generally err in the opposite direction. They know the

Qutturn -~Wheat,
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year's outturn well, for thousands of them migrate to the plain as harvesters.
They described that year's crop as a five or six-fold one, and Haveli tenants and
malguzars admitted to five-fold. If their estimate in this exceptionally good
year was approximately truc, then 580 lbs,, for the district as a whole, year in
and year out, is too high a standard, since this Haveli contains the pick of the
wheat land in the district, The embanked wheat of the hilly tract and Bearma
valley was spoiled that year by heavy rain.

In Appendix VIII of the Settlement Report of 1866 Mr. Russell records for
each Group, his estimate of the yield of the more important crops. lun the case
of wheat, the oulturn ranges from 4% {old in the Bearma valley (where most of
the wheat is sown in embanked land) to twice the seed, in the Rajpura hills.
These outturns are, 1 suspect, on the low side, for they are precisely what the
people admit to, i any normal year, at the present day. Nevertheless, they
cannot be lightly dismissed. Neither can the statements of respectable, educated
land-owners backed, as they are, by thcir account books. I have examined
many and have no hesitation in asserting that these men would think themselves
exceptionally lucky if, over a large area of home-farm, their wheat, as in 1912,
gave a five-fold yield. Finally, every revenue official from outside the district
who marches to Damoh from the south is, 1 believe, impressed with the poverty
of the soil in which much wheat is still sown. Beyond all doubt, a three-fold
yield is as much as is ever reaped over large areas every year, while the area

carrying a crop as much above standard as thisis below it is comparatively
restricted.

33. The present standard of 580 lbs was, I understand, first fixed in 1893
Present standard outturn of Dy Sir 3. (then-Mr.) Fuller on the grounds detailed by
wheat him in paragraph 18 of the last Settlement Report.
He proceeded chiefly on the results of four years' experiments from 1888-89 to
1891-92. The highest average outturn was 563 lbs. in 18go-g1, which crop he
describes as “ nearly if not quite up to average.” Thus, although he lowered the
district standard from 640 lbs. to 530, it seems to me that even the latter figure
was distinctly on the high side, Also, the average of 563 Ibs. was obtained on
only 25 cuttings. In 1898 Mr. Carey lowered the standard still further to 500
Ibs., but the higher figure was subseqently restored. The Director of Land
Records in his Note of 1go8 on the outturn of land under principal crops grown
in the Central Provinces and Berar records 253 cuttings averaging 454 lbs per
acre and ranging over four quinquenmial’ periods from 1884-8% to 19o6-07. In
one period, from 1902-03 to 1go6-07, 22 cuttings averaged 610 lbs. In no other
period was the outturn as much as 500 lbs per acre. The data of this series, in
my humble opinion, do not justify a standard of 580 lbs.

34. The note of the next quinquennial period willbe on the years 1g07-08—
Reasons for lowering stand-  1Q11-12. In the annual printed tables of cuttings ma@ev
ard. in the first four years of the period, 75 experiments in
‘wheat and birra are entered, but of these only two were made in any soil lower
than mund. Since 15 per cent of the wheat land is rathia and patarua and
wheat, sown broadcast as a sccond crop in rice fields where the outturn is always
precarious and usually very poor, may cover any area up to 20,000 acres, these
experiments can scarcely be called representative. It would be unsafe to deduce
from them any estimate of the total amount of wheat produced in the district in
any one ye?ll‘.

Finally, I turn to the cuttings made by the present Settlement staff. Im
190g, 112 cuttings of unembanked wheat and birra were made ip the Hatta
tahsil with results as given below :—

SN P

. Number of
Soil cuttings. Average outturn.
1bs.
Mund 1 36 520
Mund 1T 63 380
Rathia 9 400
Patarua 1 4 190
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But in this year the winter rainfall was deficient.

The harvest of 1910 was an exceptionally good one. The Settlement staff
made 92 cuttings in the Damoh Haveli, one of the richest parts of the district.
Of these cuttings, 48 were made in crops judged to be representative of the year,
and 4.4 In the hest fie'ds rhat could be found. In the representative series the
unembanked outturn, avernged from 4go Ibs. in mund It to 500 Ibs. in kabar,
the embanked from ©50 Ihs to 720 Ibs. In the best fields, omitting one
cutting in kabar, the uncmbanked outturn ranged from 810 to 850 tbs  But alll
these experiments were in mund and kabar and made in a vear of cxceptional
outturn, Iiven so the repr-sentative series does not warrant a standard of 600 Ibs.
per acre. The cutlints made in the best ficlds were intended to be a check on
those stylad representative.  On the eviderce available | think the district wheat
stand rd should he lower <1ty 530 s, per acre.

35. Next in importance to wheat comes rice The district standard out-
turn per acre 18 800 Ibs. of unhusked rice.  This was
fixed in 1893 by the Settlement Officer (»/de paragraph
19 of last Settlement Report) and confirmed in 1908 by the results of g cultings
spread over z2 years and giving an average of 823 lbs. per acre. During the
same period 6570 experiments made in Jubbulpore and Mandla districts furnished
average outturn of 775 Ihs and 784 Ths, respecuvely.

Rice.

In 1910 the Seutlement staff made 96 cuttings in rice, of which 6 were re«
jected.  This was a very favourable year, and the cuttings were all made in saman
fields, sown * machaua.” Results were as below : —

Soil. Average outturn
Ibs.
Patatua Si1,320
Rathia o270
Sihar e 1,430

But the rice area in that year was neatly 40 per cent below the area of last
Settlement and there has been much abandonment of poor ficlds and concentra-
tion on land near the busti. The rice arca already shows signs of recovery, and
I would keep the present standard of 8o lbs.

36. I pass now tothe oilsceds (which, in a good year, pay the land
revenue demand of thie whole district) and take, first, the
linseed crop. The outturn is notoriously precarious. The
district standard is 200 lbs anacre. The past three years have been very favour-
able to this as indeed to all rabi crops. In March :910, thirteen cuttings were
mide averaging 400 Ibs. to the acre, but as the present standard was fixed on a
serics of 3094 experiments, | do not venture to raise it.

[.inseed.

37. Til, now sown on over 24,000 acres, is, like linseed, of uncertain out-
turn. The district standard is 150 lbs per acre, as it is
in every other district of this division. 1 have no data
on which I can suggest any change in standard.

Til,

38. Juar is also worth notice, since it has largely replaced wheat in second-
rate soils and is now sown (1Q11-12) In 43,432 Aacres.
The standard outturn, originally 600 ths was lowered in
1893 by Mr. (now Sir Bamtylde) Fuller to 500 Ibs His reasons are given in
paragraph 2o of the last Settlement Report, but he gives no statistics. In the
1908 quinquennial review of outturns, the standard was raised to 550 Ihs for good
reasons. In 1910 the Settlement staff made -2 cuttings which averaged goo
tbs each. This was a good year. Considering the fact that the juar is now
sown on much better land than it was when the standard was lowered to 500 lbs,
I think there is good reason to restore the original standard of 600 lbs. per acre.

Juar,

39 To justily the rental and revenue enhancement now imposed it is im-
perative that some estimate be made of the profits of
cultivation. The questionis complicated and difficult.
Its adequate treatment would require a separate volume, and only general inferences

Profits of cultivation.
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drawn from simplified data can find place in this chapter. The case of wheat,
at once the simplest and the most important, will be dealt with first.

From the proposed standard average outturn of 530 lbs. per acre, the following
(a) Wheat. deductions must be made :—

100 Ibs. for seed.

20 Ibs. for expenses of sowing.

30 Ibs. for interest on borrowed seed, 7. e, on 120 s,
25 Ibs. for harvest wages at 1 sheaf in 20,

25 1bs, for expenses of threshing and miscellaneous.

———

Total ... 200 Ibs,

The balance is 330 Ibs. of the approximate value, at 28 Ibs. to the rupee, of
Rs. 12. Allowing Re. 1 per acre for depreciation of bullocks and Rs. 2 for rent,
the tenants' net profit will be Rs. 9. In a year of average outturn and low prices
this figure may be taken as the mean profit of wheat cultivation in good and bad
soils taken together. But aver the Haveli, the profit has been about Rs. 12 for
the last three years in succession, and in the best embanked land which produces
8oo or goo lbs to the acre, it is normally not less than Rs. 17,

Rice is the object of far more intensive cultivation than wheat, and the out-
turn varics more widely. It is always a more expensive
crop to grow, the cost of weeding and watching being
added to the other expenses of cultivation. . The first item varies from u:/ to as
much as Rs. 15 in a single acre, according to the thoroughness of the preliminary
ploughings, the character of the rainfall, and the quality of the soil. My estimate
of a fair scale of expenses for one acre of rice is as follows :—

(&) Rice.

120 lbs for seed and sowing, asin the case of wheat, value Rs, 3-4-0.
30 Ibs interest on borrowed seed, about Annas 12.

Re. 1 watching, 1 ol 1 man’s pay for 2 months at one anna per night.

Rs, 4 weeding,

Rs. 2 cutting and threshing.

Grain{

ey

Total cost Rs. 11

The standard cutturn of €00 bs. per acre gives 4oo lbs. of husked rice, after
husking expenses have been deducted.  The value of this to the cultivator is
Rs. 22, His rent may be put at e rupee per acre and the same amount may
be allowed for wear and tear of bullocks. Thus his net profit will be in the
neighbourhood of Rs. g per acre, which s about the same as that of wheat.
Public opinion, however, declares that the profits on rice cuhivation run slightly
lower than in the case of wheat, and probably s, 8 is a truer estimate,

The profits of rice and wheat, though moderate, are fairly steady. They are
far surpassed by those of linseed ard til in seasons favour-
able to those crops.  Inthe past two years Rs. 30 per
acre clear profit has been nothing cut of the common in the case of linseed and
Rs. 15 on til sowings. The price of these sceds has been 6 seurs the rupee, and
even higher, of recent years. A co-sharer in Chirola, a village near Damoh, sold
his linseed on 16 acres for Rs. 600 in 1g11.  The seed cost hii about Rs. g0 and
other cultivating expenses are low, for linseed often and il always is sown broad-
cast. A normal area for both crops combined is 63,000 acres and over large
tracts tenants not infrequently pay the whole of ther rental demand from an
insignificant area of poor soil sown with these crops.

(¢) Qilseeds.

The value of the juar reaped from a single standard acre will be about Rs. 12,
This 15 a notoriously expensive crop to protect and requires
careful weeding. An estimate of from Rs. 4 to Rs. 6
net profit per acre is probably near the reality.

(d) Juar,

The crops abovementioned cover 67 per cent of the district cropped area,
and constitute the main source of the district rental and land revenue payments.
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40. A common complaint may here be noticed, namely, the rise in the
price and the hire of plough cattle. It is true that the
hire of trained bullocks, now from Rs 8toRs, 10fora
single season, has doubled in the last 20 years. Young bullocks fit for kharif
ploughing are bought for Rs. 40 the pair or even less, but Rs. 70 is abcut the
lowest price that will buy a pair to work in black soil. In the district Gazetteer
of 1905 corresponding rates of Rs. 25 and Rs. 50 are quoted. These are now
obsolete. The number of plough catt'e recorded at last Scttlement is of doubtful
accuracy. In some Groups it was obtained, apparently, by doubling the number
of ploughs. But it is clear from Table IV that litle if any decrease has taken
place between the Settlements.

Price of plough cattle.

CHAPTER VI
SociarL CONDITION OF LANDLGRDS AND TENANTS.

41. Malguzars as a body are genuine agriculturists, At attestation the
shares held by the most important castes were added
together with the result that the number of mahals held by
each is as shown below. It is interesting to compare these figures with those of
the Thirty years' Settlement, there having been but little change since the last
revision in 1893, notwithstanding the vears of famine.

Castes of Malguzars.

Number of mahals held by
i g *,' S e
Kurmis. Lodhis. Bauias, Brahmans. Others.
At present 141 319 106 202 424
Compare at Thirty years' Settlement 154 316 116 197 437

But the figures for 1864, taken from Appendix IV of the Scitlemert Report
exclude shares of villages. Brahmans then, it seems, owned shares in 35 villages,
Lodhisin 13, Kurmisin 1, and Baniasin 4. Thus though a good deal of inevitable
expropriation of the ignorant by the educated has taken place, the two leading
agricultural castes have lost very little ground.  Rajputs, an incompetent bedy as
a whole, and Gonds are disappearing, but it should be remembered that since 1864
the Sailwara and Jabera Groups taken from  Jubbulpore in 1869 have added 125
villages to the district, and Banias and Brahmiins are strongly represented in those
tracts. Among these castes, also, are found some of the finest practical farmers
in the district.

42. In status, malguzars range from the one plough co-sharer of 2 fraction
of a pie to the owner of the Mala estate of over 6o
villages.  But theugh properties comprising up to 6
villages are {requently met with, large estates are rare and sub-division of shares,
especially among Lodhis and Kurmis, is carried to extremes, over iwenty
co-sharers being commonly found in a single small mahal.  The most important
estates are held by the owners below mentioned: —

Distribution of ownership.

. Revis
Number of villages, R:\,‘;;i:‘ Remarks,
1 Rs.
Begam of Mala .| 53 whole, 2 shaves 9,806 | Omitting villages Leld in dual
right.

Lodhi Raja of Salaiya ] 35 whole l 3,555
Lodhi Raja of Hatri ...1 26 whole, 2 shares ) 6,802 | As for Mala estate.
Dangi of Dharampura 17 s 6y, 12,558
Brahman of Pura ] 10 5 5 » 8,034 ’ As for Mala estate.
Banias of Taradehi ..l 28 5 4 2,708 ] Do.
Lodhi of Hindoria wel 1O 4, ‘e 4,528 Do.
Sonr Raja of Gubra | 14 1,765 Do
Brahmans of Shahpur Wl 4 9 shares 5,200
Firm of Chandmal el 4 u 2, - 7,146
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Only two estates of any importance have gone under since last Settlement,
one belongirg to a dissolute Rajput the other to a Lodhi family of the Balakot
hills, who were both extravagant and oppressive, But of the 5§ Gond estates
réferred to in paragraph 27 of the last Settlement Report two have been sold up,
a third i3 heavily encumbered and a fourth survives only by favour of Court d
Wards management. None of these estates are of any fiscal signification. The
district, now as formerly, is one of small cultivaiing malguzars.

43. The general position of the landlords is that they have paid off their
General condition of mal- debts incurred in the famines, and during the past two or
gurar. three years have begun to lay by money and ornaments,
Not one of the ten estates listed above is encumbered. At the same time
malguzars have not regained the abounding prosperity of the last decade of the
Thirty years' Settlement. In the famines the district was practically depleted of
ornaments, of which by all accounts, enormous quantities had been accumulated:
Most of the cash available since 1goo has gone to liguidate debt, and there has
been little to spare for investment in anklets and arm-rings. At inspection,
mortgages, usually of small shares, were noted in 260 villages and probably
exist-d in a few more. This large number is a warning against too optimistic
a view of the position of malguzars. On the other hand, one landlord-lender, by
no means conspicuous for afluence, has recently sent his son for 4 yearsto
England, another has bought a motorcar, both events unprecedented in the district
annals. The last three seasons have been very good, and 1 constantly meet
owners, great and small, who, now that their new revenues have been announced,
declare that of late their affairs have prospered exceedingly. This Settlement
has put money into the pockets of the great majority of them. DBut the ryots
have paid for this increase in their landlords’ incomes, and I now pass to the
important subject of the condition of tenants.

44. At attestation, all cultivators (except bariholders) were divided into
5 classes, after close enquiry into their position and
means. At inspection this classing was checked by me
in every inhabited village and treated as one of the most important parts of the
Settlement record. The arrangement was as given below :—

Clussification of tenants.

A.—Tenants who could lend to others or were obviously of malguzari
status.

B.—Strong tenants of at least 2 ploughs, with spare cattle as well.
C.—~Average tenants owning at least 2 bullocks and with normal debt.
D.—Tenants, once of higher class, now reduced and hopelessly involved.
E.—Tenants with no bullocks, depending partly on casual labour, partly

on jungle produce.

Within tracts of similar physical features the distribution among classes
has been strikingly uniform. Thus in the 'laveli Groups, omitting North
Hatta, which differs from the others in many respects, the percentage borne by
each class to the whole is as follows :—

A B c D E
South Hatta 4 24 55 12 5
Patera 3 22 49 14 8
Fatehpur 3 24 3 8 14
Batiagarh 5 24 52 13 6
Narsinghgarh 5 33 46 7 9
Patharia 4 25 55 12 4
Damch - - 4 25 49 7 13
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In other Groups the strata of wealth runs with the same absence of deflection.
In the 7 stronger hilly Groups which touch on the Bearma Valley, C class
tenants are from 38 to 5o per cent (the higher figure only in one Group) B class
ftom 17 to 24, A class from 1 to 3 per cent, while in the 3 wildest forest Groups,
Jabera, Sailwara and Taradehi, C class tenants are only from 34 to 36 per cent
of the whole and from 41 to 50 per cent are E class labourers. Every A and B
class and nearly every C class tenant has spare cattle, besides his plough bullocks.
It is then certain that, in the Haveli, 80 per cent of the tenant population own at
least sufficient cattle for their agricultural needs and are, so far, mmdependent.
But it should be remembered that only a handful of the C class and few even
of the B class men sow their own rabi seed. About 10 per cent are Lroken
men, classed D, and nearly as many live partly by casual labour and are ouly cal'ed
tenants by courtesy. In the hilly Groups which include the Bearma Valley
the three higher classes are 65 per cent of the total, and in the wilder portions
of the district only 52 per cent, the balance being chiefly aboriginals living for
half the year on labour and jungle produce. Over the district as a whole the

distribution was—
A B C D E
3 22 44 9 22

The object of this classification was to ensure poorer tenants against heavy
enhancement.

45. The debt of each tenant was also recorded, grain debt being commuted
Indebtedness of tenants as Lo cash by a rough fixed rate, but the accuracy of this
recorded. record is very doubtful, Exaggeration was universal and
check impossible, but the figures, such as they are, put one fact beyond dispute,
namely, that the heaviest debt is found among the better class tenants and in the
richest tracts. The highest figure of average debt among B class men is Rs. 410
in the strong Batiagarh Group, but Rs. 250 is a fairaverage for the whole Haveli
and Rs. 120 for the non-Haveli Groups. The burden on C class tenants is
apparently about 75 per cent of that found in the B class, all over the district.

The figures above given are maxima.

46. Prosperity is a relative term and if it depends on freedom from debt
or evenon what is commonly called solvency, then the
tenants of Damoh district are not prosperous. The
curse of comparatively unrestricted credit at exorbitant interest is heavy
in the Haveli and the Bearma Valley, and conspicuous even among the Gonds of
the hills. Independence is not coveted; on the contrary, seed grain is borrowed
at 25 per cent by many a man who can sow his own seed but feels lonely without
a protector and banker to turn to in time of need.  Also, if in any year he ceased
to borrow, he would be charged 50 per cent on resuming the connection.
Indebtedness is not felt as a burden. From the tenants’ standpoint the ideal
landlord is one who will lend without stint and so long as the latter does not seize
his ¢ rozgar, ”" his land (a procedure strongly condemned by local opinion among
all classes), the tenant is apparentiy content to continue his bond-slave for life.
Malguzars with sullicient capital, and, fortunately these are few, deliberately flood
entire villages with a preposterous head of debt. A saturation point is reached in
time when, to save waste of paper and ink, no further arrcars of interest are added
and the entry in the account book remains constant.  This stage has admittedly
been reached in the cstate of the firm of Chandmal, notably in Satpara and
Bohtarai, and probably in Abhana and other villages of Seth Dalchand and of the
owners of Damoh khas. The creditor takes the whole of the produce and
hands over to the tenant enough grain to keep him till next crop. But he also
lends him money to perform his marriages and burials decently, feeds him in
years of crop failure and treats him, in short, as a valued dependent. Such
tenants fare better in hard times than those of scores of poor Lodhis who can
help neither themselves nor others. One wealthy landlord informed me with
pride that it had taken three generations to work a village up to such a state of
indebtedness, and that he had never filed a suit, dispossessed a tenant, or forced
a surrender in his life. Lo illustrate the condition of these tenants the figures of

Details of indebtedness.
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debt in the two first named villages are given below. They have been copied
from the agent's account books. Comment is needless :—

Total
Total rental. tenancy
debt,
Rs. Rs.
Satpara 4,245 01,704
Bohtarai 4,330 E 67,681

47. Such a condition, however, is exceptional. The debt conciliation pro-
ceedings of 1898-ga remitted 28 lakhs, nearly all owed by
tenants and undoubtedly saved many hundreds of cultiva-
tors from hopeless insolvency.  But this was a desperate remedy and, it is hoped,
the necessity for it will never recur. Another road to better things, in the form of
co-operative credit societies, has already been opened and the movement is strong
and healthy, To judge by externals, tenants of the first three classes are not at all
badly off. ~Ornaments are scarce but the standard of housing is high and tiled
roofs are universal, except in Gond hamlets. They enjoy a rude comfort, are
astonishingly wasteful, rarely rise before eight o'clock in the morning, abound in
leisure and spend a great deal of time and money on pilgrimages, fairs and
“gontri,” 1. e., visits to relatives.

The E class men plough with hired bullocks for which they pay from Rs. 8
to Rs. 10 for a single season. The labour supply is almost always unequal to the
demand and these men, as a class, draw good wages, when they choos: to work,
and live in good houses.

Tenants, apparent condition.

48. From the landlords’ point ‘of tiew their relations with their tenants
Relations between landlords ~ have changed for the worse in the last twenty years.
and terants, Except when the tenant has reason to fear ejectment
he has become more independent of his malguzar and looks morce to the Bania
and to Government for aid in time of need. This is the result of the famines,
when much of the grain-lending business passed from the hands of malguzars
to professional lenders, and, also, the liberal relief measures adopted by Govern-
ment gave the tenant a new idea of his own importance. On the march through
eleven miles of Panna State 1o the village Udla, | was met by the State tenants
with ironical requests for takavi which, they understood, was given in Damoh
to any tenant who asked for it, My impression was that the sturdy high-rented
tenant of the Panna Haveli, on taking up land, proceeds to Wig himself into
occupancy right and then, with his back, metaphorically specaking, against his
embankment, defies ¢jectment., The tenant in Damoh, sccure in his rights,
and often paying a nominal rent for his land, has had comparatively little incentive
to improve his pesition as against his malguzar, and self-help is decidedly not
one of his characteristics, My Assistants from the south of the Province were
astonished at the triviality of the matters in which cultivators invoke Government
assistance. Except when enmeshed in debt borrowed from their malguzar, they
show very litile reluctance to complain against their landlords and their Patwaris,
The debt conciliation proceedings undoubtedly loosened the tie between the two
classes. Villages have been named in the C Notes where malguzars, repenting -
of the generous enthusiasm that swept like a wave over the district in 1899,
have ever since collccted their debts with a rigour that has resulted in cmbittered
relations with their tenants and in the absorption of much tenancy land in the
home-farm. The temporary curtailment of credit, indeed, was one of the most
beneficial results of the conciliation movement.

49. The persoral bord is strongest in villages of Lodhis. This conquering
caste still retains its old feudal organization in a degree
) of perfection unsuspected by those who have not close
acquaintance with the district and, so far as1 am aware, undescribed, hitherto,
in official reports. The local dialect still refers to them as a garrison of

The Lodhis,
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outsiders quartered in a ' Thakuras " or pale of Thakurs. The head of tic
clan is the Raja of Hatri, whose brothers enjoy the local title of Diwan and hold
land and villages from him for their support. "Below them come the Talugdar
of Hindoria and the Raos of Balakot, Gugra, Kerbana, Chaurai, Khamaria and
Suradehi, deriving their titles and villages generally either from ancient Rajas
of Panna, or from a Raja of Hatri, and maintaining among themselves a strict
order of precedence. Next are certain Kuar Sahibs, a title hereditary m
Damoh, and the rank and file of Thakurs. Originally the lower ranks held from
the higher on conditions called © sewa, chakari, darshan ', ¢ e., attendance, service
and respect, and the low rental of the tenancy and malik-makbuza land in Lodhi
owned villages is largely due to the fact that this area is ancient military scrvice
lan'd once held on these c¢onditions. The leaders of the clan still persist in
claiming the shadow of their old privileges, and chronic il'-feeling exists, in conse-
qence, between them and the malik-makbuzas, especially in the villages of
Hindoria, Jhagar Balakot und Gugra, where enormous arcas are held in that
tight.  But their relations with their tenantry are almost ideal and their influence
1s far in excess of their position as measured by economic standards. Rents in
their villages run low owing to the persistence of the feudal tradition, tenants
still rendering many unpaid services, while, on the other hand, their chiefs
chtertain a strong sense of their duty towards their poorer kinsmen. Thus, the
Rao of Gugra cannot afford to sow his own seed but pledges his credit annually
that his tenants may securc their seed grain on easy terms. The internal
coherence of this caste was shown in 1837 and is still shown by the ease with
which a Lodhi can collect a gang of followers for criminal purposes.

50 Considering the district as a whole, 1 can say with confidence that
genuine oppression of tenants by their landlords is rare.
Bad landlords can be counted on the fingers of hoth
hands.  Against these, few complaints are ever heard, for
they are strong men and know how to quell a troublesome tenant, but occasionally,
for example, in the course of a criminal trial, the truth comes out.  The silence,
the listlessness and the ominous abscuoee of interest in the proceedings shown by
the tenants of such malguzars at the inspection of their villages tell their own ta'e,
Unfortunately some of the most oppressive landlords are durbaris, and this fact,
now as at last Settlement, discourages opposition on the part of their victims.

(;'eneral conclusion as to re-
lations of owners and tenants.

CHAPTERIVIL
OccurparioNn, TeNvres AND LEASES.

51.  Attestation began in 1g08-09, and finished in 1g1o-11.  The malguzari
area of the district occupied for cultivation, exc'usive of
24.205 acres excised for ryotwari, was found in attestation
to be 7, 32.677 acres which is 41 per cent of the total district areaand 58 per cent
of that area exclusive of Government forest.  Qccupation at announcement of
last Settlement was 7,128 acres helow the present figures.  Malguzars, tenants
and malik-makbuzas, including holders of a sma'i amount of milkiyat-sarkar Lind,
share in occupation in the proportions indicated helow :—

| |

Occupation (Table 1V))

| Acres. ‘ Per cent.
= - - D
l
Malguzars’ home-farm 138,201 19
Tenancy land £47.766 75
Tenures, Malik-makbuzas’ area and muafi 23.831 4
(Tabie V) sarkar. :
Village servants’ area 1287, 2
|
Total 731,07 100
|
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Malguzars have profited by the famines to add 8,481 acres to their home-
farm in the currency of Settlement. On the other hand, the area held by pro-
tected tenants has fallen by surrender from 296,650 acres to 238,562 acres and
the wzrea in ordinary tenants’ boldings has risen from 256,060 to 309,204
acres. Tle total area in possession of tenants is 4,044 acres less than at last
Settlement. The malik-makbuza area at Jast Secttlement announcement was
29,443 acres, but new conferral of this right and resumption of the muafi sarkar

tenure have added 1,827 acres.

g2, Itis clear that 53,109 acres, 7. e, the difference between ordinary

Methods of lease. tenants’ area at last Settlement and at present, large as

¢ it is, forms only part of the tenancy area covered by
new leases executed since last Settlement. The practice observed by wal-
guzars in granting leases deserves brief notice. Many leases, even of large
areas, are still verbal, and very rtarely does any subsequent dispute arise. But
written leases are also common, and their form is stereotyped. These are
models of rustic drafting as the example given below demonstrates,

“This lease is executed between me, Kuar Karore, son of Kuar Man Singh,
Lodhi, of Hindoria, and you, Bute, son of Parmols, Chamar, of Hindoria, and its
terms are these, namely, I have leased to you the sloping wheat field called
Pipalwara, one and a hall manis in area, according to the numbers entered
below, at the rate of Rs. 1o a mani, for Rs. 15 a year. You will pay this rent
year by year, kist by kist, If you plead seasonal calamity or remission by
Government 1 shall not listen to you.  Whether the land be cropped or fallow
you shall pay the rent and if Government enbances your rent you shall pay
the ephancement without demur. Dated the sth day of the dark half of Poos,

Sambat 1933,
Written by— Patwart ; signed by

KKarore with his own hand

Detail of numbers. Witnesses, —

Dalsinglh, Chamar, his maik
Bhawant ’anda with his own hand, ”

If the land is kans-ridden or overgrown, itis frequently given on a reduced
rent for the first year or two.

A mani of wheat seed, 7. ¢., 480 Ibs,, is sown in 4 acres and the maniis the
opular unit of area all over the Haveli and Bearma Valley and, to some extent,
in the hills also. This fact alone would suggest lax cultivation and a superfluity
of land. Most villages have a set of mani rates to fit the leading varieties of soil,
that of wheat land ranging {from Rs. 4 in the hills to Rs. 16 or even Rs. 20 in
the Haveli. In the latter tract it has been most interesting to watch the rise of
the mani rate during the past five years.  Where tenants and malguzars are of
the same caste (Kurmis excepted), malguzars, chiefly from fear of unpopuiarity,
have been slow to enhance it, except on a new tenant with no caste claim to con-
sideration. Such a man is assessed to a full mani rate and his rent is the “thin
end of the wedge,” providing a lever for raising the rate in future leases, But a
KKurmi or Brahman or Bania lambardar rarely hesitates to demand market value
in every iease, and it is by such leases that the true letting value of land is
revealed, although it may be mentioned that ro attempt has been made in this
revision to work up to the high current mani rates,

z3.  The practice of taking nazarana is practically confined to the Batiagar
Group, the Haveli of Damoh Tahsil, and the Bearma
Valley and even on those areas the so-called nazarana
is often a sum paid to re-imburse the landlord for the unpaid debts of the out-
going tvnant.  The fact 1s that malguzars have only recently become alive to
the advantages reaped by exacting a Jarge Jump sum in cash from a new tenant
and allowing him, in consequence, to hold on a rent lower than they would
otherwise have assessed.  Although the practice will spread, it cannot be said
to have lowered the renterate hitherto to any appreciable extent.

Nazarana.
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54. The area beid on bhagrentis 4,807 acres. Land is let on bhag for
one year only, as a rule. Though by law a bhag tenant’s
position is as strong as any other tenant’s in ordinary
right, by custom his tenure lapses at the end of the year and, exceptin a few
villages, where cash rents were the exception, the bhag tenant who claimed a
Settlement patta was thought to be taking a mean advantage of his landlord.
Many vareties of contract are covered by the term bhag. “Thansa”, a form
of lease, is the sale of the standing crop for cash down at an ecarly stage
of its growth, Often the malguzar provides bullocks and seed and the culti-
vator’s share of the produce is merely his wages for labour and watching. In
such cases no tenancy nght was recognised in this Settlement.

Bhag rents.

55. The area recorded at attestation as held without rent measured 11,864
acres. Of this, all but a very small portion consisted of
encroachment or cultivation on which the malguzar had
not time to fix rent. A little occupancy land was found held rent-free by
expropriated co-sharers, with the consent of the transferees.

Rent-free land.

— kot

PART 1L
Account of Settlement Operations.

CHAPTER VIII.
ASSESSMENT GROUPS, VALUATION AND FACTOR-SCALE.

36. The grouping of last Settlement was slightly modified. In the Hatta
Tahsil the large Hatta Group of 171 villages was made
into two and the minute Bilguwan Group was united to
Kumhari. Three villages were transferred from the old Patera to the new south
Hatta Group. The only alteration in the Damoh Tahsil was the amalgamation
of the last Settlement Groups of $arra and Balakot. The 21 malguzant Groups
of last Setilement were thus reduced io 20, which are detailed below :—

Formation of Groups.

Hatta Tahsil, Damoh Tahsi,
Group, v?l?;;cfs. Pasition. Group. \}\ill(l):;éga. Position.
1. North Hatta - 87 | Haveli -+] 1. Narsinghgarh . o2 | Haveli.
1. South Hatta 88 | Do. 2. Patharia 35 Do.
3. Patera 6o | Do, J 3. Damoh 110 Do.
4. Kumbari 65  Hill 4. Banwar 34 | Bearma Valley.
& Mariadoh 23 | Karka ! 5. Abhana 60 Do.
6. Rajpura 60 | Hill 6. Mal - 67 | Hill and Bearmna
Valley.
7. Fatehpur 79 | Haveli ] 7. Sarra Balakot 82 | Bearma Valley.
8. Batiagarh e 83 | Do. w0 8. Tejgarh L1 Do.
Total .|  s45
9. Bandakpur 39 Hill,
10, Taradehi ]I 2] Do.
11. Sailwara ; L1 Deo.
12. Jabera ’ 7% Do.
T
| 797

To follow the grouping of the preceding Settlement enormously facilitates
comparison, but if the Settlement were to do again, I would entirely remodel
the grouping of the Damoh tahsil non-Haveli tracts. The embanked villages
of the Bearma Valley, now distributed through five Groups, are extremely
homogeneous in rents and soils and should form one Group. At present, the
Groups in which they are found, include many villages of the lowest jungle
type, which complicates the choice of a factor-scale for each Group. The
southern plateau, now divided between the Sailwara and Taradehi Groups, should
form_one Group, like that of Rajpura in the north.
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57. The land having been classed, thg usual sgalp of faptorg was framed

, to indicate the relative superiority, and inferiority of cach

The basal soil factor kind of soil. One acre of mund I gohari mamuli was

the soil selected to carry the basal factor and the factor allotted to it was 32.

Other soils were given factors higher or lower than 32, in.proportion to their

greater or less value, estimated with reference to cultivating profits, in com-
parison with one acre of level first class Mund capable of producing wheat.

58. The factor-scale was varied from Group to Group to suit local
requirements. For example, in the Hatta tahsil Havel,
the tract first to be classed, rice cultivation is so rare
and casual that where it was found, the field was treated as it were wheat land.
The original factor-scale of the three other cropping capacities, with which the
Settlement started, is given below: —

Factor-scale for Hatta Tahsil.

‘ Minor crop

Wheat lund. i land. Garden land.
[ . T LT VT
Soil. 1 I :
Ordi- __|Bhar- 1 Ordi- | Bhar~ | Irrigated |Icrigated
Bandhwas. nary. Tagar. kila. mnary. ! kila. jvegetable. Sugfwane. Dry.
| i
- - ! } j l inbininnd — -—{—- —— e
Kabar | e 64 44 8 26 4o 23 |
| : ' { ]
Kabar 11 54 | 40 32| 20 35 | 18 ;
| 1
Mund [ 42 321 24 16 26 ]. 13 ;
| | |
Mund 1! 34 36 20 12 20 \ o =
| !
Rathia 28 20 14 w! 6! 8! .
| : ;
Patarua | 34 16 11 8. 12, 6 80 96 64
] 1 i .
H I}
Patacua {1 =1 LBl ) 6! 3! | R
|5 Not found.! ‘ !
Bhatus J I 4 2
; l
Sihar 30 29 15 10 16 8 l
I
I ;
Kachhar «| Not found. f 261 ... .. = 320 10 .
¢ }
| : | |

A few fields of irrigated wheat were found and these were given a factor
of 64. A deduction of 25 per cent, raised to 40 per cent, in the Kumhari and
Rajpura Groups, from the factor which the soil would otherwise bear, was made
for the ujaraha position, and 50 per cent was added if the field lay in the geonra
of the village site.

59. The scale was founded on the testimony of malguzars and tenants

Data on which seale was Tecorded by me during tours of inspection. Their states
framed. ments were checked, as far as possible, by experimental
crop cuttings and by comparison of rents paid on holdings of homogeneous soil.
Effort was also made to compare the net cultivating profits of different soils and

crops.

6o. But, in my opinion, the supreme test is that of actualrents fixed by
Variation from Group to agreement. For example, it is, theoretically, indis-
Group. putable that bari land is, acre for acre, much more
than twice as valuable as mund 1, but to give it a factor in proportion
is out of the question, for by custom village baris are held on low
rents, largely by poor tenants with little or no other land, and in practice
it was found impossible to work up even to the low factor of 64. The factor
was lowered to 50 m the hilly tracts. Similarly, the irrigated garden factor of
80 was very rarely worked up to. No argument from statistics can alter the
fact that the laborious Kachhis, in whose hands this form of cultivation lies,
are in status little above casual labourers and cannot bear the enhancement
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resulting from the imposition of the factor, for their rents are very low. On the
other hand, patarua I land in the mund tract of the Damoh Haveli, as actual
rents prove, is more valuable, in comparison with wheat soil, than statistical
inferences suggest. To have retained the Hatta Tahsil factor of 12 would have
resulted in soaring incidences on this light soil, which, by raising the village
incidences, would have led to undue enhancement on the high-factored wheat
soils. The factor was therefore raised to 16 in the Damoh Haveli. The same
was the case with the mund [l gohari tagar factor. High rents were found
to be paid on all tagar land in the southern Haveli, irrespective of the quality
of the mund, and it was necessary to raise the initial factor of 2o to 24 to
avoid punishing the level land too severely. The rathia gobari factor, again,
as originally fixed at 20 in the doab of the Sonar and the Bearma, failed to
stand the test of actmal rents as attestation procceded southward, and was
raised to 24. There is a growing tendency in the more thickly populated parts
of the open country to demand cqually high rents for all " moto” except
embanked, which plays havoc with a carefully graded factored scale. At this
moment scores, | believe hundreds, of small holdings, of from 4 to 20 acres
could be found in the Ryotwari Ahstracts, rented at Rs. 3 and Rs. 4 the acre
though their soil is steep, scoured mund [[.  These rents are mostly new, and
will not stand the stress of bad seasons. [t was obviously impossible to regard
them as furnishing a practical standard.

61, In the most jungly tracts of the Damoh tahsil, 1z, the Taradehi,
Whest land scale of jungly Sailwara and Jabera Groups, where the low rents paid
tracts. for wheat-land are due to the excessive difficulty of
protecting it from animals, the wheat land factor-scale was lowered throughout
as shown in the following table :—

Pusition and factor.
Soil. " o
Bandhwas. Ordinary. ( Tagar,
Kabsr [ 50 36 ki
Kabar Ii 44 32 28
Mund I 35 a7 a4
Mund 1l 28 22 20
Ruthia 26 120 18
Patarua [ 20 12 5]

And in all the jungly tracts of Damoh tahsil the deduction for ujaraha was
33 per cent as against 25 per centin the Havel. The tagar position was
itroduced for the first time in this Settlement. In the drought of 1907-08 the
inferiority of this land was conspicuous, the high-lying fields showing, from a
distance, almost like brown islands, while the level lands kept green. This was
before good winter rain had revived the dying crops. Minor alterations in the
factors are detailed in the Rent-rate Reports.  Only 1 per cent of the cultivated
area was classed as kabar.

62. I have stated above that the estimated net profits of rice and wheat
cultivation are about Rs. 8 and Rs. g respectively.
Theoretically then, this proportion should determine the
riceland factors, and patarua dhanahi saman, the prevailing rice soil, should be
rated at 23, the factor of the commonest wheat land, mund Il gohari mamuli,
being 26. As adopted, however, it was 20, partly, | must admit, because I
overestimated the difference between the net profits of rice and wheat cultivation,
but i rice as in bari land, actual rents supported the lower factor. Al rice land
is “made” soil, embanked and more or less manured, troubl_esome and }1_nhealthy
to cultivate, and hence the rents paid for it are comparatively low. The scale

Rice-land.
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adopted for the rice tracts with the exception of the unimportant Kumhari Group,
where lower factors were used, Js given below.

______ . . . - R

Position and factor.
Soil.

|
!] !
|

Irrigated. Jhilan. Saman, Tikra.
Rathia ... . 16 12 24 16
Patarua [ and U 30 26 20 14
Bhatua ... 18 16 13 8
Sihar 40 35 26 18
I

The irrigated factors were pitched low to avoid discouraging irrigation, which,
as practised, is almost childishly inelfective,

63. The assessment of the Kumhari Group in the Hatta tahsil made it
quite clear that factors of two and three for poor soil cut
up by ravines were unsuitable and not supported by rents.
A minimum factor of four was therealter observed and found to work very well.

Minor crops.

64. I wish toleave onrecord afew suggestions on the subject of soil-
Suggestions for factor-scale classing and soil factors, for the benefit of the next Settle-
of next Settlement. ment Officer.  Certain defects are only evident when the
rush of the work is over and it is too late to remedy them.
The soil classification, m the first place, could with advantage be simplified. The
kabar and mund soils collectively. are known n the district as “moto”, t. e,
wheat soils. I am strongly in favour of recognising only three grades in moto.
Moto | would be the kabar as typically present in the village Bhainsa of the
North Hatta Group and in Hinotighat and another Bhainsa of the Damoh
Tahsil Haveli.  This class would a'so include the best level mund which, at pre-
sent, commands fully as high rents as kabar. Moto ll would be the average
mund wheat soil of the Sonar Valley and moto Il would be that soil in the
unfavourable tagar position, or as used for minor crops. Only two qualities of
enbanked moto need be recognised. Thus the minor crops and tagar and half
the bandhwas factors would vanish fram the four leading classes, and also the
bharkila factors, for the insignificant ~area now so classed, would be allowed for
by classing the whole field or much of it as moto I1I.  Similarly, the bharkila
position might well be dropped from minor crops. It is often highly prized for
til, being well-drained, and in any case overassessment can be avoided by
ranking the bharkila area in the next lower soil class. The rathia bandhwas
factor is too low and should be approximmated to mund {1 bandhwas. The garden
factors are too mgh, They have led to so many margins as almost to nullify
their import. Only in the riverain * taris ” of Kachhar, along the Sonar river,
were they found justified by exisiing rents. Infixing the factor-scale for the
scarce but very valuable ' tari” land, I found it safe to follow the popular rhyme-—
which is, “Gold by the Sonar, silver by the Kopra, but all along Bearma’s banks
are poor men’s ' Jhopra” (. e. huts).”’ Sugar-cane proper, as distinct from the
small cane called Barahi, is so scarce, that it may well he included in a single
irrigated garden class.

CITAPTER IX,
RENTS, MALIK-MAKBUZA PAVMENTS AND VALUATION OF HOME-FARM.
I now proceed to dctail the assets of the district.

65. The progress of the rent-roll during the past 50 years is exhibited
below. Ryotwari villages are, of coursc, excluded. They

Bents. (Tuble V1. . .
ents- (able VE) date, with two exceprions, from 1895 :—

Rs.

1. At the begining of the 30 years' Settlement (1864) . 4,02,054
2, At the close of that Settlement (18go) ... 5,47,009
3. As enhanced at last Settlement (1893) w. 6,00,630
4. After abatrment, in 1900-0% e 4.77,861
5. As it stood prior to present revision - 540,362
6 As now enhanced, 4. e, sanctioned W 6,53,601
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66. Owing to the unfortunate coincidence of the setting in of the famine
cycle with the announcement of the new rents in 18g3,
these rents over large arcas were never collected. As
one bad year followed another it became evident that the revised rents and
revenue must be lowered. In November 1899, alter two successive measures of
partial relief had been put in force, a general scheme of abatement was sanctioned,
of which the main features are described in paragraph 18 of letter No. 1597,
dated the 8th April 1go1, from the Chief Secretary to the Chief Commissioner,
Central Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government of India in the Revenue
and Agriculture Department.  As far as rents are concerned, the demand on each
holding was reduced in proportion to theloss in cropping sustained, and the abate-
ment thus given was allowed to continue for the term of the current Settlement.

The abatement.

The scheme was applied to 317 villages in the Hatta tahsil and 197
villages in the Damoh tahsil.  The reduction in the announced rent-roll amonnted
to Rs. 1,30,378, but so much land had been surrendered since 1893 that the
actual sum remitted from the attenuated rent-roll of 18gg was only Rs. 42,134.
The wheat land suffered most in the bad ycars and, once let fallow, had remained
uncuitivated owing to the spread of kans. Ile¢nce the abatement was heaviest
in the Ilaveli and comparatively insignificant in the hilly tracts. In the
embanked  wheat villages of the Bearma Valley, in the rice villages, and
in those where small millets are the chiel crop, scarcely any relief was
nccessary.  Abatement  was given with  great liberality and followed
by an immediate revival of agriculture, nol so marked within the abated
holdings as generally, consequent an the advent of good seasons. By the year
1908 the Haveli, allowing for a little deterioration in the quality of the cropping,
had practically regained its position of 18g3. But as the abatement was still in
force, the condition of rents; when attestation began in 1gog, was chaotic.

67. The disparity between new r nts and abated rents was enormous.
Land in which kans had run its course was being lcased
for Rs. 3 and Rs. 4 an acre, while the happy tenants
who had held on to their holdings until 18ag were in many cases paying pepper-
corn abated rents of onc rupee or two rupees for large holdings of [recisely
similar soil. These tenants, very naturally, left their abated holdings fallow,
or sublct them, and took up new land for their subsistence, In some villages
these abated holdings, which the malguzars could not take and the tenants
would not surrender, were like islands of fallow in a sea of cultivation. An
extreme instance of abatement is that of a Kurmi A class tenant in mauza
Saira of the llatta tahsil. This man was also a malguzar. His absolute-
occupancy holding measured 231 acres, its last Setticment rent was Rs. 16o,
and its abated rent Re. 5 only. In this Settlement the deduced rent was
Rs. 186 and that imposed was Rs. 180, At attestation in 1909, 133 acres were
found sublet for Rs. 229. The only other tenant in the village was a B class
Ahir paying an unabated rent of Rs. 120 for 209 acres!

Effect of abatement on rents.

68. Apart from the abatements there was another cause of the extreme
Other causes of uneven pres-  Unevenness of rents all over the district. During the
sure. famine cycle and immediately after it, malguzars, tempted
by the prospect of a little ready cash, leased out large areas at low rents, which
became out of date in a very few years. Finally, the Lodhi and Gond elements
exercise a consistently depressing influence upon the rent-rate, while in Bania and
Brahman and Kurmi-owned villages, exactly the opposite tendency had prevailed.

Such was the general condition of rents in 19og. The object of the new
Setilement was as much to remedy this unsatisfactery statc of things, reflected,
as it was, in great unevenness of the revenue demand from village w0 village, as
to sccure a profit to Government. The programme of rental revision was,
briefly, as follows.

69. The limit of enhancement was to be the pitch of ordinary rents
exclusive of those rents which werc vitiated by ab.te-
meut. In other words, those ordinary rents which had
survived the stram of the famines and those which had been fixed by agrecment
since the famines, furnished the basis of revision. Protected rents werc to be

Programme of rentsl revision.
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enhanced to this standard and abated rents also, though, in the case of the
latier, *“ margins”’ were to be allowed where the enhancement indicated by the
deduced rent was obviously too heavy to impose per saltum, on a poor

tenant.

Rental enhancement now

70. The enhancements resulting from these opera-

effected. tions are exhibited below :—
Payments,

. Per cent . . .
Class. ooy to Astevised, | enhance- | Revised acre- |Revised unit-

) ment. : .

1 2 3 4 5 6
Rs. Rs. Rs, a. p

Absolute-occupancy 1,12,184 1,45,983 a0 1 4 3 1’1y
Occupancy 1,13,545 1,43,359 26 1 2 7 118
Ordinary 3.14.633 3,64,319 16 1 210 1'32
All-round 5,40,362 6,53,661 31 3 1’25

The enhancements indicated by comparing the revised with the unrevised
incidences of Table VIi are lower than those above detailed, because abated
areas and rents were omitted from the calculation of the unrevised incidences
given in that table, and no account was taken of the bhag area and land held rent-
free by encroachment. Abated rents were enhanced from Rs. 54,554 to
Rs. 83,828 or by 54 per cent,, 17 per cent representing the acdition to unabated
rents. By far the greater part of the abatement had heen given in protected
rights, and, as already remarked, in the Haveli. The enhancement in these rights
calls for no remark. Their revised incidences given in Table VII show t: at pay-
ments are still below the ordinary pitch. In only 5 Gronps was the standard
unit-rate in excess of the unit incidenres of unabated ordinary pavments. In
other words, over the district as a whole, the malguzars’ own va'uation of land
was accepted as fair, for at Jast Setilement ordinary rents were practically left
alone, being only enhanced 6 per cent. of which nearly all was due to fixation on
encroachments and bhag area. The question now naturally arises, how has a
program.me of levelling that promised only a nominal addition to crdinary rents
resulted in a 16 per cent enhancement.

71. The answer is that ordinary rents werc extraordinarily uneven. But
as the criterion of their pressure from holding to holding
is the unit incidence, which depends on the factor scale
and the soil-c'assing, it i1s couceivable that the uncvenness
was more apparent than real. To r but this suggestion adequately it would be
necessary to adduce a mass of detail from the ryotwari abstiacts which would
be out of place here.  But in respect of the factor scale, it may be repeated that
this was carefully watchee and freely modified from Group to Group, rccognition
beinrg alwavs allowed to the fact that rents are the salest test of the suitability of
any sca'e, and that abstract deductions from assumed “ ret profits of culti‘a ton,”
must be held subject tothis test. And as re ards the soil classification the
comparison made in paragraph 17 above with the classing of last Settlement
shows that a far more cautious view of the quality of the soils has been taken at
this revision, To attest the consistency cof the prosert classification many
exanples could be adduced where the villag: panches have divided a holding
containing many kinds of soils and positions into equal shares, according to therr
lights, and the deduced rent of each share has been, to within a few annas, the
same. The constant recurrence of such holdings during the process of rent-
fixation has been highly cncouragng. With every allowance for error. the
cropping itself from village (o villare and from holding to holding rcveqls an
ine qua'ity of rental pressure that leaps to the eye on a mere perusal of the village-
notes that accompany every Rent-rate Report.

Explanation of high enhance-
ment in ordinary right.
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n2. The forecast of rental enhancement in each

Enhancement by tahsils, . .
d tahsil was as given below : —

Forecasted ) Forecasted Revised Actual
rental. enhancement. rental enhaacement.
——| _—
1 2 3 4 5
Rs. Per cent. Rs. } Per cent,
Hatta tahsil 2,41,000 i4 2,55,663 a
Damoh tahsil *3,08,000 21 3,97,908 21

* Under Secretary’s letter No. 6o4—XI-4- 99, datcd the 27tk October 1910

Hatta tahsil was the first to be assessed, and insufficient allowance was made
in the forccast for unevenness of rents. The revised rental is almost to a rupee
the same as that announced at last Settlement while in the more stable Damoh
tahsil an enhancement of 14 per cent has resulted. The comparative insecurity
of the Hatta tahsil, as evinced in the famines, has thus been recognised in rent
revision.

r3. The rental enhancement in the three chief divisions of the district

Eohancement in Hills, Ha- 15 also worth noting. It has been 21 per cent in the

veli and Bearma Valley. Haveli, 17 per cent in the Bearmavalley and 24 per cent
in the hills.

The large enhancement in the last named area is due to the wildest uneven-
ness of rents and also to much fixation on land held rent-free by encroachment
which in the Jabera Group alone amounted to 1,101 acres.

74. The total share of enhancement due to fixation on encroachment and
Eohancement dus to fixa. Dhag-rented area over the whole district is Rs. 11,047
tion,and valuation of exces- 0On [6,670 acres a]]owing fOI' Whic‘.h the genuine rental
tiveold fallow. enhancement is 19 per cent. Imay add that the exces-
sive areas of old fallow found in some holdings (usually abated) were assessed by
allowing the tenant a certain fraction of his holding free of assessment and valuing
all old fallow held by him in excess of this fraction. The free area varied from
25 10 33 per cent, according to the conditions of each Group.

75.  One Audley, an official of the English Court-of-Wards in the reign of
Charles 1, has left on record the following estimate of the
effect of rental enhancement : —

“Under an easy landlord a tenant seldom thrives, contenting himself to
make the just measure of his rents, and not labouring for any surplusage of
estate. Under a hard one, the tenant revenges himself upon the land............
I would raise my rents to the present price of all commodities, for if we should
let our lands, as other men have done before us, now other wares daily go onin
price, we should fall backwards in our ¢states.”

Bai effect of low rents.

Damoh district perfectly illustrates the first of these axioms. Large
holdings, nominal rents, poor tenants and a wmiserably low standard of
culiivation co-exist with small, high rented holdings and good farming.
Tenants of high rented holdings and villages and Groups are the most
prosperous. Their land is very often most cmphatically no better than
their neighbours’. The Patiagarh Group is a case in point, In a few villages of
the Karka where the Lodhi tenants actually cart manure from the grazing
grounds in the hills, and drain their fields, yellow patarua with a factor of 12 or
16 commands Rs. 4 and Rs. 5 the acre for juar, and a robuster set of cultivators
it would be hard to find. In the east of the Group the Kurmis are notoriously
wealthy. These men pay up to Rs. 6 per acre on steep, scoured mund tagars,
ploughing and cross-ploughing with their splendid bullocks to produce a perfect,
moisture-retaining upper tilth. In the hilly tracts, ncarly all the level patarua
can, with manuring and trifling embankment, grow rice. But, without the
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stimulus of rental enhancement, it is useless to expect decent cultivation in such
holdings as that of Basore Gond of Belwara in the Sailwara Group. This man,
before revision, paid Rs. 87 for §15 acres of absolute-occupancy land, held
264 acres himself, sublet 231 acres for Rs. 131, and 300 acres were fallow. His
is an extreme instance, but almost as cogent illustrations could be quoted by the
hundred. The malik-makbuzas of Hindoria paid at Re. 0-4-8 the acre over
4,038 acres.  As a resuit, 1,392 acres were fallow. The Government bandhans
of Ladanbag and Hirdepur which were constructed in abated holdings were
unploughed from the day they were built, some seven years ago, to July of the
present year, when a moderate enhancement has led to the alleged invincible Kans
being ploughed up in all dircctions.  In a year or two they will probably be
earing excellent crops.

76. From a gencral point of view, even if the unevenness of rents be
General justification of rental  ignored, the justification for the enhancement now
enhancement. effected 1s clear. At last Settlement ordinary rents were
not touched, and protected rents which were, of course, paid on land of superior
quality, were left sull below the ordinary pitch. It is obvious, then, that the
collapse of the rent-roll iy the famines had nothing to do with re-settiement, and
that the rents announced in 1895 were fair. These rents, that is, the rents found
paid on roughly the same land (the loss in area 1s small) have now becn enhanced
7 per cent or from Rs. 1-1-10 per acre to Rs. 1-3-1 which is a small price to
pay for the new railway, the new roads and the new irrigation tanks.

77-  Malik-makbuzas’ payments have been enhanced from Rs. 18,723 to
Malik-makbusas. Rs. 31,371 or by 68 per cent. The high enhancement is
(Table VI.) chieflv due to two causes.  The first is that last revision
left these holders still paying at only 69 per cent of their deduced rental, the
second, that abatement had been exceptionally heavy in this right. Abated pay-
ments were Rs. 3,403, raised to Rs. 7,381, Also, the right was conferred in this
revision for the first time on holders of 802 acres which had hitherto been recorded
by the awkward title of “ >ir assignee.” The revised incidence of malik-
makbuzas' payments is still only "98. This is lower than the revised incidence
in any tenancy right.

78.  The home-farm of the district has been valued at Rs. 2,035,218 or at

Home-farm. . Rs. 1-7-9 per acre as compared with a rate of Rs. 1-4-11

(Table IX)) at last revision. A sum of Rs. 3,032 was remitted from

the valuation on account of improvements. 'T'he valuation throughout was

effected at the rates sanctioned for tenants’ land, and the unit incidence is 123,

exactly the same as the all-round tenancy incidence. At present 12,843 acres of

siz (Table V) is sublet for Rs. 26,139 (Table IX) at an acre-rate of Rs. 2-0-7,
and an incidence of 1°87.

79. Privileged tenants hold 12,879 acres valued at Rs. 17,315, Much of
Privileged tenants’ land. their land is bari or in the geonra position. The unit
(Table IX.) incidence of their revised payments alsois 1°25.

80. The Hatta tahsilis so distinctly inferior to the Damoh tahsil that it is
Revised rates in the two WwoIth while to note the difference in the treatment
tahsils compared. accorded to the two tracts in rent fixation. The revised
all-round tenancy rate in Hatta is Rs. 1-2-§ as against Rs. 1-3-7 in Damoh, but
since the Haveli occupies a larger proportionate area in the northern tahsil the
difference is really far greater than thes: figures suggest. Omitting the Batia-
garh Group which is the most highly rentcd in tne district the acre-rates in the
other four Haveli Groups of the Hatta Tuhsi' range from Rs. 1-2-1 to Rs. 1-4.3,
while in the Damoh Haveli they run from Rs. 1-7-11to Rs. 1-10-5.  As for the
non-Haveli tracts of Hatta tahsil rents of the hilly Rajpura Group were, except
for commutation of bhag-rents, left alone, in Kumhari the revised rate was only
Re. 0-6-11 and in the Mariadoh Group Re. 0-13-11 as compared with the last
settlement rate of Re. 0-14-9. Over the tahsil as a whole the revised acre-rate
is one pie lower than the rate announced in 1893, while in the more prosperous
tahsilit is two annas higher. It is true that, as shown in Table Tl, the average
number of soil units per acre, v12., 20, is the same in each tahsil. But in Hatta
only one hilly Group, Kumhari, containing only 65 villages, was taken into
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account, In Damoh (paragraph 56 above) there are four hilly Groups compris-
ing 242 villages which reduce the average fertility of the Tahsil to the figure
of Hala.

CHAPTER X.
STWAL

81. The last item of the Malguzari assets to be considered is the Siwal.
The greatest difficulty  was encountered in arriving at
an estimate under this head. Very few malypuzars
produced account books, concealiment was rifc, and the agent of one large Bania
owner was criminally prosec‘uted for causing grievous hurt to a Gond who
innocently betrayed a suspected sale of tmber. In the Salaya estate the Raja’s
avent had felled and sold on his own account for years and when | reached the
Jisirict had been sent to jail for embezzlement, alter he had burnt his books. A
gmilar condition of muddle and ¢ dishonesty marked the management of the
extensive. Mala jungles. — Cases  occurred of waste villages having recently
< h mged hands at such high priccs as to postuiate a hLJ.VV and mgular mcome
from ]un~l but the pur(‘hascr: accounts showed a return ou the purchase money
of less than a sum sufficient to pay the existing land revenue. Every effort was
nwle to elicit the truth from grcmms Wood(,uttcrs and the hke, but with the
Hest intentions these men could give only partial information.  in the circum-
stances it was impossible to follow the usual Scitlement procedure, which is to re-
cord the annual income for the past three years, strike an average, remit a rcason-
able percentage in view  of fluctuation ~and assume the 1e:,u]L to be a fair figure
for Settlement purposes. My Assistants worked their hardest to prepare this
record but, exceptin a very fow villages, the data of past years were lacking and
(e entries so imaginary that 1 o ncr.lllv discarded them altogcther, | therefore
satisfied myselfl with collecting Il the qufarmation available, apphl d such checks
as could be devised and, after a personal ipspection of th(..]l.ln"'l framed an
estimate for each village to the best of my ablity.  Columu 4 of [‘able VI,
consequence, does not differ from  column 5. The siwai income of last Settle-
ment (Rs 10,810) was notonoUsI} underestimated.  The present figure, Rs. 31,2471,
will probably elicit a similar criticisny from the next Scttlement Officer. The
principal area from which Siwai i derived is 310,807 acres of forest and scrub,
but much comes also from the 219,246 icres of less valuable waste described in
Columm 11 of Table [V as © undcr water, hill, ete.”

Assets, { Table VIII.)

CHAPTER XL
ASSETS AS A WHOLE.

82. Io Table X arc shown the asscts of the district at the time of announce-
ment ol the new land revenue. Naturally, these differ

alittle from thuserecorded at attestation.  The increase
in the valuation of home-farm and prmlcm d tenants’ land, for ¢cxample, which is
apyarent from a compaiison ol Tables 1X and X, i3 du(,, among other causes, to
malguzars becoming alive to the fact that their “bhag" te nants had been given
m-imdr\ right in attestation.  This procedure, int .helr opinion, was little short of
absurd .md they promptly resumed large areas of bhag rented land into home-
farm, the tenant, as arule, acquiescing in the reasonablencss of their action.  As
finally announced the assets were Rs. 9,34,687 as compared with Rs. 8,24,840,
the assets of last Settieme nt. Twenty-ftve per cent of the assets are contributed
iy land in the culuvaiion of malguzars and their dependents, two per cent comes
from siwal, the balance is made up of payments of tenants and malik-makbuzas.
These assets are ¥3 per cent above those of last Settlement, which, in turn, were
58 per cent above the assets of the 1864 revision,

Table X.
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CHAPTER XII.
ASSESSMENT OF LAND REVENUE.

83. The total revised revenue amounted to Rs, 4,84,107 falling at 52 per
cent of total assets. But the actual share of malguzari
. assets taken by Government is 51 per cent for to ascer-
tain the real incidence of revenue on assets malik-makbuza collections, amount-
ing to Rs. 31,424, must be ignored. In two Groups only was the fraction -taken
as high as 53 percent, in 5 it fell below half assets. As compared with the last
revision there was a substantial lowering of the revenue fraction in nearly every
Greup.  This is indicated by the fact that only 37 per cent of the increase in the
District assets has been added to the last Settlement revenue. But as neither
the rents nor the revenue fixed at last Settlement were ever collected in full it
would be superfluous to pursue the comparison between the two revisions. The
most important point for consideration is how the present generation of malguzars
are affected by the re-settlement. Since 1899, it must be remembered, these
men wcre paying an abated revenue far below the figure justified by the restored
condition of the district, To speak plainly they had enjoyed, for more than ten
ycars, a stupendous piece of good fortune (wide paragraph g supra.) unparalleled
in the history of their financial relations with the Government. They were likely
to be hard hit by any re-settlement and of this fact they were well aware.  But that
they have little cause for compiaint is, I think, shown by the following facts.
Their revised realisable revenue falls at a rate of Re, 0-12-5 on every cultivated
acre. Their cash collections of rents and malik-makbuza payments have been
augmented by Rs. 1,25,205, while only Rs. 1,109,065 has been added to the kamil
jama which they paid immediately before revisicn. At the same time, their area
of home-farm has expanded. That is to say, they have profited, as a body, by
re-settlement.  Of course, there were instances of fully oceupied villages abandoned
in the famines paying nominal, almost peppercorn, abated revenues but in
their case the shock of revision was mitigated by the imposition of the enhance-
ment gradually, over a term of years which in some cases amounted to a decade.
I was, I confess, astonished by the resignation with which these *‘abated” owners
faced the inevitable docking of their incomes, and it will be extremely interesting
to watch their future, Will they succeed in adapting their scale of living to their
altered circumstances and revert to their normal status which the windfall of the
abatements had so pleasantly disturbed ?

Table X1.

84. Under the orders of the Government of India the question of the adop-
¥luctuating assessment con-  tion in Damoh district of the fluctuating assessment
sidered. current in the Kans-ridden tracts of Bundelkhand was
considered, but abandoned as unsuitable. It was held that the danger of over-
assessment in bad years could be met by the existing rules for the suspension
and remission of rents and revenuc in years of crop-failure. Among malguzars
the dislike of any system which left the amount of their annual revenue demand in
doubt was intense, and the proposed measure would have necessitated sweeping
alterations in the tenancy law.

85. Under this chapter I have only to add that malguzars were allowed the
Deawback on maliksmakbuza usual drawback, roughly 16 per cent, on mahlf-makhuza
payments and assignment of collections, Assignments of revenue are not Important,
revenue. amounting to Rs. 19,196. Announcement of the revised

jamas, to run for a term of 20 years, was carried out without a hitch,

CHAPTER XIII
LAND RECORD STAFF, KOTWARS AND MISCELLANEOTS.

86. Opportunity was taken in Settlement to revise the Land Record
staff of the district, Patwaris were too numerous and
their pay was too low. The work also was badly distri-
buted among them and the supervising staff of six Revenue Inspectors and a single
Superintendent was inadequate, The first step taken was to compare the work
of existing patwari circles, with a view to standardizing it. It was considered

Land Record Staff.
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that the mean between the occupied area in acres and the number of khasra
numbers in each circle, provided a “werk-figure” which represent=d roughly
(since it took no account of the number of villages in 2 circle) but adequately
the existing distribution of the labour. The work-figure was then calculated for
each circle and for each tahsil and compared with the corresponding figures in
other districts, The first conclusion that emerged was that while some patwaris
could finish the year’s work of their circles in under a month, athers were certainly
overtaxed. The second was that over the district as a whole the patwari staff
was excessive. By working up to and down to a rough standard work-figure of
3,500 and by recasting the circles wholesale, the number of patwaris was brought
down from 190 to 170. Bardship was reduced to a minimum by ousting only
those incumbents who were officiating or vnconfirmed. Next, the average pay
of patwaris was raised from Rs. g to Rs. 10 per mensem. No fewer than g3
patwaris used to draw pay of less than Rs. g; now Rs. 10 1s the minimum wage.
Twenty-five men now draw Rs. 58 every month in good-conduct allowances and
this is Rs, 20 more than the sum formerly distributed. But owing to the reduc-
tion in staff the monthly wage bill (including pay of four candidates and one per-
sonal allowance) has only nominally risen, viz., from Rs. 1,789 to Rs. 1,802.

The sweeping alterations in circles were effected with surprisingly little
transfer of residence or sacrifice of local knowledge. The revision was carried
out in presence of all the patwaris assembled in Damol, and their suggestions
and petitions were given full consideration. 1 found them a most reasonable and
intelligent body of men.

The number of Revenue Inspectors was increased from 6 to % and the
appointment of an Assistant Superintendent of Land Records was sanctioned.

85. Thus the Land Record staff of the district has been revised and
strengthened from top to bottom. The weak point of
the new scheme is still, in my opinion, the inadequacy of
even the enhanced rate of patwaris’ pay.  Without some extraneous income a
patwari cannot live. The most usual and least objectionable means of adding to
his pay is the cultivation of land. But according to the rules, permission for a
patwari to cultivate should be granted only in exceptional circumstances. In the
past this condition appears to have operated, in Damoh, as an absolute probibi-
tion, with the result that patwaris have resorted to benami transactions, falsifica-
tion of records, absence from duty on false pretences and similar dishonesty in
order to conceal their cultivation which they hold, with some excuse, to be a
necessity of life.  But it is quite possible for a patwari's family to cultivate a
small area without detriment to his dutics, and permission, if made strictly con-
ditional on good work and good conduct, tends, 1 imagine, to keep patwaris
straight and up to the mark. Permission, I think, should be the rule, prohibi-
tion the exception, and leave of absence, within reasonable limits, might well be
given at sowing time and harvest to men who have worked well.  The results of
this lberality would be a diminution in the punishment list, and the removal of
what the Damoh patwaris consider to be their chicf grievance. At the close of
Scttlement I thought it permissible to reward in this manner a few tried men
burdened with large families and | hope that the experience of later Deputy
Commissioners will justify this action.

Position of Patwaris,

838. Very little change was made inthe existing Kotwar’s circles, their
nember 712, being reduced by one. But substantial
increase was effected in remuneration. Before revision
the average annual pay of a Kotwar ranged from Rs, z4 in the Rajpura Group to
Rs. 51 in Patharia, and in 13 out of the 20 Groups was below Rs. 40. Rajpura
has still the lowest average, Rs. 3o per man, but in no other Group, does the
figure fall below Rs. 45. In Narsinghgarh a thickly populated, wealthy Group
the average pay is Rs. 59. Over the district as a whole the average has been
raised from Rs, 40 to Rs. 53. These figures throughout include the rental value
of service land. Every Kotwar was given a “parcha” with full details of his
remuneration and its sources.

Kotwars.

89. A copy of the revised standard wajib-ul-arz, which was mod:fied at
announcement, where necessary, in individual villages, is

Wajib-ul-arz, : ;
ajib-ul-arz appended to this report. This document cannot make
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law but records village customs, the breach of which, in certain circumstances,
can be punished by the Revenue authoritics. Damoh malguzars and tenants,
however, see no distinction between this “ customs roll ” and substantive law and
its'compilation aroused keen interest, The point most discussed and. I belicve,
most appreciated was the definition of nistar or user (Clause viil).  Clause xiiy
which records the custom by which villagers depute their duty, to assist touring
ofticers in the matter of pitching tenfs and other unpaid services, to the Chamars,
who, in return, take the hides of dead cattle as remuneration, was opposed in
some villages.  Undoubtedly this custom, once universal is losing ground, but it
1s 50 equitable and convenient as to be worth the effort to prolong its life for another
generation by entering it in the wajib-ul-arz, It is no:, in any circumstances,
enforceable at law.

CITAPTER XIV.
RYOTWARI SETTLEMENT, SUMMARY SETTLEMENT OF RAJpura Group,

go. There are 52 regularly settled reorward villages in the Damoh district,
Desctipton of Kyotwari es- 0F which all but two have been established since the
tate. announcement of last Settlement. With very few excep-
tions these villages are waterless, uninhabited and of low quality. In the occu-
pied area 83 per cent of the soils s patarua and bhatua.  Onlv 63535 acres are
sown with wheat and 668 acres with rice, out of a net-cropped area of 6,462 acres.
Til and small millets are the principal erops. At announcement 12,336 acres
comprised in 1,306 survey numbers were occupied and 4647 acres were still
available for occupation.  Six of the villages lie on the Rajpura plateau of the
Hatta tahsil, the remainder being scattered along the fringe and iu the interior
of the broken country south of the Damoh  Haveli,  Without exception
thev are exposed to severe damage by wild ‘ammals. The  expense and  uncer-
tainty of sinking wells in these villages has been proved by experience to be
almost protibitive and any marked development of the Ryotwari estate is scarcely
to he looked lor.

gr. The effect of re-settlement has been 1o raise ryots' payments from
Rs. 6,512 t0 Rs. 7,614 or by 17 per cent, but as the
occupied area shows an increase of 4 per cent between
attestation and announcement, the enhancement has in reality been very
moderate.  Two great obstacles to occupation were the unweildy size of survey
numbers and the large rents. Sub-division in a single year improved matters
considerably and many impossiblyv - high rents on unoccupied numbers were
reduced as the result of more accurate soll classification. The acre-rate has been
raised from Re. 0-5-9 to Re. 0-9-11. Most of the ryots are strong ** pahias "' of
malguzari villages who have taken up survey numbers not for subsistence but as
a speculation.

Fifect of re-settlenent.

92. The Rajpura Group, consisting of 60 villages, went entirely out of
cultivation during the cycle of bad years. Recovery had
been so recent at the date of the present revision that
any interference with rents was held to be inadvisible,  Regular Settlement on the
soll unit system was, accordingly, applied to the only strong village (Sadpur) and
the remaining 59 were scttled summarily on the basis of existing asscts, of which
38 per ceut fall under the head of siwai.

The Rajpura Group.

CHAPTER XV.

03. ltis now my pleasant doty to acknowledge the work of my Assistants

Acknowledgment o Asit 10 this Settlemnent. | was particularly fortunate in obtain-
ants’ work. g the services of Mr. Ramkrishna Khando Indurkar and

Mr. Chhagan Lall, the farmer as Senior and the latter as Junior Assistant Settle-
ment Officer. Loth of these gentlemen have grown grey in the service of the
Department and the value to me of their ripe experience and steady judgment has
baen enormous. On Mr. Indurkar fell the heaviest share of organization, and
the control, of the English and Statistical branches 3 he remained in charge of the
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Settlement for three months while | was on leave and proposed the assessment of
two Groups. By far the greater part of announcement work was carried through
by him. He kept good discipline so that entire harmony reigned among the
whole staff from the beginning to the end of the Settlement. His fine presence
is known and honoured through the length and breadth of the district and he will
long be reniembered in Damoh. Hampered, of late, by chronic insomnia, the
result, I fear, of his exertions in four Settlements in which he has taken part, he
has never spared himself, and if in this Settlement he has taken the field for the
last time before his retirement, he has made a worthy finish to a fine record.

The bulk of the spade-work of Settlement, most of the Attestation, the com-
piling and fairing of records, the multifarious enquiries and reports, the check and
revision of the complicated and crowded muafi registers, in short, the laborious
and less attractive but extremely important details on which a Settlement is
founded were in charge of Mr. Chhagan Lall. 1 have the greatest admiration for
this officer’s unflagging energy and cheerfulness. His enquirics were exemplary
and a pleasure to deal with., The more complicated and irksome the business,
the greater zest and thoroughness he applied, and he has the priceless faculty of
clear reporting. He managed the district patwaris during the office season, with
tact and firmness. He has now joined the Nagpur Settlement where, I have no
doubt, he will uphold his high reputation.

Mr. Shankarnath was Scttlement Superintendent for 21 months and in charge
of an Attestation party. Though his service with me was comparatively short he
did very well and has, in my opinion, an aptitude for Settlement work that should
carry him far,

C. G. CHENEVIX TRENCH,
Settlement Oficer,

Damoh.

Govt. Press, Nagpur:  No 1877 Selticment.—18 g-14—220.
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