No. 205 or 1874.

Tar REVENUE COMMISSIONER,

Southern Division.

Kaladgv Collector’s Camp, Hypurga, 30th Janwary 1874,

Sir,~—1 have the honour to forward, herewith, the letter marginally noted
from Colonel W. C. Anderson, with accompani-
ments, submitting his proposals for the revision
of the assessment of certain villages in the Indi,
Sindgi; and Bijapur Talukas of this Collectorate.

No. 28, dated 11th instant, to
address of Chief Secretary to Go-
vernment.

2. Inparagraphs 3-7, Colonel Anderson points out the reason for the increase
i the total area of land as recorded by the present survey, as also for the de-
crease of area under the head of “ Unarable.”

3. The new maps show the boundary marks as fixed by the new survey;
this is a great improvemeng, as the present maps do not give this information,
and consequently great difficulty is experienced by officers who have to perform
boundary mark inspection.

4. The sub-divigion of all old survey numbers over 30 acresin extent,
and the making into separate survey mnumbers of each recognized occupant’s
land, is an excellent arrangement, and will oprve beneficial both to Government
and the ryots, as described by Colonel Anderson.

5. Colonel Andersonis not quite correct when he says in the 17th paragraph
of his letter that it is as unusual to find existing assessments under 2 annas per -
acre as it is to find them in good soils over 10 annas”. I find that out of the 97
villages of the Indi and Sindgi Talukas now coming under revision, there arc
assessments under 2 annas per acre in 40 villages, and over 10 annas per acre
in 58 villages. I however, concur with Colonel Anderson in thinking that in
rrl?any ‘instances superior soils have been classified too low and inferior soils too

igh,

6. Lands of the description referred to in paragraph 23 of the report are, as
Colonel Anderson writes, of extraordinary fertility, and it is only right that they
should be assessed accordingly ; it seems strange that this should not have been
done at the time of the old survey.

7. The rain-fall in the Indi and Sindgi Talukas during the last six years
has been as under :—
Indi. Sindgi.
Inches, Inches.
1868 oo s 28
1869 v 35

1870 cos .. 23 22
1871 . 18 17
1872 .. 82 14
1873 ves e 22 19

The villages to the east of Almalah are stated by Colonel Anderson in para-
graph 26 of his letter to have a slight advantage over the more western villages in
respect to rain-fall, and such I find on enquiry is the case.
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8. Although the Doudin and Kurrulegaum stations are not far from ow
frontier, and easily accessible from the eastern portion of the tract of count v
under report, still, they arc not much resorted to as linecs of export; all articles
of produce go to Sholapur by road as formerly. Taking every thing into con-
sideration, I concur in the opinion expressed by Colonel Anderson in his 28th
paragraph,

9, The statistics given in paragraph 31 speak for themselves, and clearly de-
monstrate to how great an extent the ryots have advanced in prosperity during
the last thirty years, more especially in an agricultural point of view. This fact
particularly calls for notice now that an enhancement of the present assessmoent
is contemplated.

10. Paragraphs 36 and 37 of the report are also worthy of attention, as the
figures there given show in a striking manner how little difficulty there has
been in realizing the Government demands during the last 20 years.

11. In paragraphs 38-43 of his letter, Coloncl Anderson considers the sub-
ject of prices of the staple food grains of the district, viz., Jowari and Bajri, and
alludes to the great discrepancies that exist in the prices given for the various years
in Statement B. These discrepancies have no doubt been caused by the seers give:
for some years being of a different capacity from those given in other years.
The seer measure at present in use in the Indi and Sindgi Talukas i3 of 160
Tolas, whereas the figures given by Mr. Price are in scers of 80 tulas only.

12.  Colonel Anderson in his 42nd paragraph states that the prices of Jowari
and Baji given by Mr. Price for the year 187:2-72,
as noted in the margin, are incorroct, but I find
_» that they are mot far frowm right. The price of
Jowari and Bajri conjointly at Sindgiin 1872-73 was Rs. 1 for 25 seers, and
m fndi Rs. 1for 24 seers, If the figures given by Mr. Price are halved,
the result is not very different from the figures given by me.

Sindgi.............. 54 Secrs,
Tumba & Bijapnr., 46

*

13, In 1835-36, the seer of measure was of 110 Tolas, and remained so up
till 1842, from which year up til11850 it was of 120 Tolas. In 1850, the scer
of measure was increased from 120 to 160 Tolas. I have got this information
from a Sowkar who has been residing in the Smdgi Taluka since 1820,

14.  In paragraphs47-49of his letter, Colonel Anderson considers the present
money value of land, as shown by the price it fetches at sale, the amount of money
that can be obtained on its scearity, and the terms in which it can be and 1s
sublet, As regards the information obtained from the ryots on personal enquiry,
I do not think any great reliance can be placed thereon. 'The information got
trom the offices of the Sub-Registrars is of coursc authentic and reliable, and
from the eases recorded it would appear that the average price obtained for land
15 7 times its assessment. I learn from enquiry made that dry crop land will
often fetch at sale 10 times itg assessment, and garden land from 15 to 20 times
its assessment. The following two cases that have come under my notice ure
worthy of mention.

1. Some garden land assessed at Rs. 5-8 was sold for Rs. 1,320.

II. A Sowkar of Almalah was owed Fs. 4,000 by a ryot, and received in
payment of same the ryot’s land assessed at Rupees 125.

However it is next to impossible to fix any particular price of land, as it
varies according fo the circumstances of the parties concerned : a man in reduc-
it circumstances and pressed for money will gell his land for what he can get.

15, It would appear from paragraph 51 of Colonel Anderson’s letter, that 50
per cent. of the survey fields is cultivated by the actual holder, and this fact 1,
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T consider, most satisfactory, showing as it does that the ryots as a rule are not
poverty-stricken, and also that the land is worth far more to them than its
actual assessment.

16. Colonel Anderson states in his 56th paragraph that the present maximum
dry crop assessment is 12 annas in Indi and Rs. 0-10-10 for the villages of the
Almalah Peta. There is apparently some mistake here, as I find that in two vil-
lages of the Indi Taluka (amongst those now coming under revision) a maxi-
mum dry crop rate of Rs. 1 is to be found.

17.  Colonel Andersonproposes in his 58th paragraph to adopt a maximum dry
crop rateof Rs. 1-2-0 for the 69 northern villages, and of Rs. 1-1-0 for the
southern villages, 31 in number, and Rs. 1-0-0 for 2 outlying villages detached
from the rest of the Taluka. I beg to support this recommendation, which
certainly does not err on the side of harshness. When the condition of the cul-
tivators 80 years ago, as compared with what it now is, is taken into considera-
tion, as also the increased means of communication, and the large prices which
all kinds of produce now command in comparison with what they used to do,
there cannot be the least doubt that the ryots can well stand the slight enhance-
ment of assessment now proposed. It will be seen that the maximum rate
above referred to is similar to that now in force in the surrounding villages of
the Sholapur and Pundharpur Talukas and the Akulkote State.

18. For rice land it is proposed to adopt a maximum of Rs. 4 per acre,
which maximum Colonel Anderson observes in his 62nd paragraph willin no case
be attained. The rice produce in the tract under report is not of a superior des-
cription, but still, T believe that an acre of land produces 18 or 20 Rupees worth
of rice, deduct half of this for expenses, and a net profit of Rs. 9 or Rs. 10 per
acre is left. Land of this description is often found assessed at Rs. 0-7-6 per acre.
This will give some idea of how low the present assessment is, I therefore support
Colonel Anderson’s proposal regarding the maximum rate of assessment for rice

land.

19. For garden land under well irrigation Colonel Anderson does not
propose to impose any extra well assessment in addition to the Jirayat rate. I
do not know whether Colonel Anderson is aware that an extra water rate
of Rs. 2 per acre is now levied on all garden land watered by wells constructed
previous to the time the ewpiring settlement was made; if his proposal to assess
such land only at the maximum Jirayat rate is sanctioned a loss of revenue will
be the result, so far as garden land irrigated by wells made since the last settlement
is concerned, I approve of Colonel Anderson’s proposals.

20. I concur in Colonel Anderson’s proposals regarding the maximum rate
for garden land under ¢ Boorkas,” and for garden land under ¢ Patasthal” irriga-

tion, as also for the extra assessment of lands on the banks of rivers liable
to be flooded. ‘

21. The result of the proposed new rates in the 102 villages is a total in-
crease of assessment of 44 per cent. as shown by Colonel Anderson in his 69th
paragraph, I have no hesitation in expressing my opinion that the said enhancement
of the present assessment will not press with undue severity upon the cultivators,
who, I am disposed to think, are not so exceedingly poor as Mr. Price imagines.
However, should some of the poorer cultivators throw up their lands, owing to the
enhanced rates ( which I rather doubt ), little or no loss will result to Govern-
ment as pointed out by Colonel Anderson in paragraph 78 of his letter.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obediant Servant,

C. M. HOGG,
Collector.
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No. 533 of 1874.

To
Tne COLLECTOR or KALADGI.
SR,

Adverting to paragraph 12 of your letter No. 205, dated 30th ultimo, I have
the honour to enquire whether the price of Jowari and Bajri conjointly at Sindgi in
1872-73, namely 25 seers for one rupec and at Indi 24 seers for one rupee, is
officially authenticated, and if 8o, by what officers; is it the price of one market day
or an average of several days: is it beyond all doubt that a seer of capacity of

160 tolas, i.c., one double the Indian seer of capacity used in Mr. Price’s calcula-
tions 1s given P

2. As there is not time to receive your reply before despatch of the settle-

ment papers, T beg you will send it dircet to the Chief Secretary to Government,
favoring me with a copy.

I have, &c.,

W. H. HAVELOCK,

Revenue Commissioner S, D.
Kanara District, Camp Halial, 12th February 1874.

No. 498 or 1874.

To
Tug CHIEF SECRETARY 10 GOVERNMENT
Revenun DepariMENT, Bombay.
Kaladg: Collector’s Office, 2nd March 1874,
Sik,

As requested by Mr. Havelack in his letter No. 533, dated 12th instant,
a copy of which is herewith forwarded, I have the honour to report that the
prices of Jowari and Bajri conjointly at Sindgi and Indi, as given by me in
paragraph 12 of my letter No. 205, dated 80th ultimo, are in accordance with
mformation supplied to me by the Mamlutdars of the said talukas. The seers
given by me are, as already stated, ones of 160 tolas.

9, In the talukas of this Collectorate north of the Krishna, the sceris of
160 tolas, whilst in those south of the Krishna the seeris of 80 tolas only.
Notwithstanding this, I find that the seer in the northern talukas is not quite
acuble that of the southern ones in capacity for the following reason.

3. In the talukas north of the Krishna the seer of capacity has been
fixed so as to hold grain equal in weight to 160 tolas f waler, whilst in the

southern talukas the seer of capacity has been d:termined by the average
weight of several kinds of grain.

4.  On making further enquiries, I find that the seer used in the Sindgi and
Indi talukas holds about 149 tolas weight of grain,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

C. M, HOGG,
Collector.



No. 539 or 1874.

MEMORANDUM.

The Revenue Comunissioner, Southern Division, has the honour to lay

1. From the Survey and Settlement Commissioner S.D., No. 28, before  Government
dated 11tk Japuary 1874, and accompaniments. COl're§p0ndence_ as per

2. From the Collector of Kaladgi No. 205, dated 30th Jauuary 1874, margin, relative to

3. Prom the Survey Commissioner 8.D. No. 193, dated 2nd Feb-  the revision of assess-
ruary 1874 ment of 102 villages,*
marginally noted, in
the Kaladgi Collec-
torate.

#41 in Indi, 56 in Shindgi, 5 in Bijapur.

2. The report of the Honourable Colonel Anderson, Commissioner of
Survey and Settlement S5.1)., is accompanied by a report and certain statistical
tables furnished by Mr. Price, Assistant Settlement Officer, illustrative of the
material progress made during the now expiring term of 20 years’ settlement.

3. The details of Mr. Price’s report, and others of at least equal interest
regarding the land revenue management of the area under revision, which ac-
company the report of the Commissioner of Survey and Settlement, have been
very fully discussed by that officer. It remains only for the Revenue Com-
wissioner to add briefly his fall concurrence with the previously recorded
opinions on the subject that the extension of cultivation and with it increuse
of population, the absence of late years of remissions and of standing balances of
any amount, the addition to the number of wells and of agricultural stock in
ploughs and kine, and especially the enormous increase in carts, are standing
proof of the prosperity of the district and of the success of the Survey Settle-
ment of 1843-44.

4. As shown in paragraph 5 of the Survey Commissioner’s letter, there has
been a total increase in the area of the 102 villages of 10,217 acres, and a reduction
under the head of “ Krab” or unarable of 11,476 acres. The Government and
alienated lands are shown in lump for the whole area, and for separate villages in
the Statement K : thus, it is not practicable, by deducting the total (fovernment
occupied land and assessed waste, to ascertain the precise extent of unarable m
the Governmentland. 1t is presumed, however, that whereas the total former
deduction was 29,823 acres, or between 7 and & per cent. of the ageregate Go-
vernment and alienated land, and is now only 18,347, or between 4 and 5 per cent.
of the aggregate Government and alienated land, the reduction on each is nearly
proportionate. Had there been any narked difference, this woulil probably have
veen mentioned. . The increase derived from former unarable Governmens land
newly brought under assessment at revision is thus assumed av abont 3 or 4 per
cent. of the Government assessed area,—a very moderate amount.

5. Areference, however, to paragraph 21 of the Survey and { ettlement Com-
missioner’s report and to column 5 of Statement H., will show that whereas the
deductions of unarable under the former survey were generally moderate and not
much in excess of the percentage allowed at revision ; there was a very large de-
duction in some cases, especially the 4 villages Nos. 93 at 96 of the statement,
which aggregated about 24 per cent. of the whole area of those villages. Indeed
in Kyatankeri the deductions attained nearly one-half of the area, and in Rajnal,
the village specially discussed in the Survey Commissioner’s 21st paragraph, more
than two-fifths of the area.

ZuK
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6. These conspicuouns cases evidently demanded careful consideration, and
1t 1s not too much to say that the re-adjustment of assessment has been effected
most fairly to Government and the oceupants. For the reason above mentioncd,
the arca of Government land not being separately entered, the precise average
per acre of the former assessment is not ascertainable, but while in Rajnal the
total Grovernment demand has been more than doubled; the new assesement
represents an average of only 3 annas 8 pies per acre, while the assessment of the
adjoining village of Kyatankeri has been raised 20 per cent. with an average
assessment per acre of only 2 annas and 8 ples. It is unhesitatingly affirmed by
the Revenue Commissioner that if similar moderation had been evinced in
bringing to account land formerly deducted as unarable, and in re-assessing
the lower class lands in the revision of the adjoining Talukas of Sholapur, there
would have been no grounds for the loud and general out-cry which has been
there rased.

7." The question of division and sub-division of numbers or fields, is dis-
cussed in paragraphs 10 at 14 of the Honorable Colonel Andersow’s report.
The Revenue Commissioner entirely concurs in the  advantage to all parties of
dividing the holdings of large fields; so as to give those who were under the
former survey entered as recognised occupants of an area fixed but not demar-
cated, s clearly defined boundary. All the arguments adduced tend to establish
this point.

8. It is not, however, by any means so clear that there is advantage to
a sole holder of a large ficld to have it arbitrarily subdivided to suit the views of
the Survey Officer. Much improvement of position and tenure is claimed on
account of the facility for sale and transfer to be afforded by this interference
with the area of a field. The only real facility is that derived from the recog-
nition by Government and formal transfer in the village books. This is cer-
tainly not devoid of importance, but, on the other hand, there is the expense of
first construction and subsequent maintenance of additional boundary marks,
Limits of area quite intelligible to the occupant and connected with his system
of cultivation, though not conspicuously defined with boundary marks, may be
wantonly removed, unless great care to avoid such annoyance on the part of
subordinate survey officers be taken. = Much must depend on the degree in which
the convenience of occupants is consulted in the matter, and with one exception,
no complaints have been preferred up to the present.

9. There is no part of the report in which the Revenue Commissioner finds
cause for more cordial concurrence thanin paragraphs 14 at 24, which describe
and compare the former and present systems of elasification. It has loug been
admitted that with much good work, the practical benefits of which have been
abundantly established in the currency of the different leases, the former settle-
ment officers erred somewhat in not imposing a sufficiently high rate on the best
soils, and in not giving a sufficiently low range to the rates on the lowest soils,
the latter error being compensated by liberal deductions. The advantage of ex-
tending the range to one anna, instead of two on a higher maximum, will give
in the revised villages a range of from one anna upwards to 1 rupee 2 annas, or
1 rupee 1 anna, or 1 rupee according to the group of villages to which the land
pertains, instead of from 2 annas to 10 annas, which is stated to be the ordi-
nary range of the former assessment. That there was occasionally a greater
range in the old classification, it would be unjust to deny; because, as pointed
out by the Collector of Kaladgi in his 5th paragraph, there were assessments over
10 annas in 58 villages and under 2 annas in 40 villages, and, as pointed out in
paragraph 16, there wasin two villages a dry crop rate as high as one rupee to be
found. These villages weré apparently cxceptions to the general limit of maxi-
mum quoted for the area under settlement, While they prove that the old
settlement by no means lies under the imputation of neglect of special recognis-
able advantages in apportioning the Government dues, they do not derogate from
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the conspicuous advantages of the revised classification and assessment in the
villages under report.

10. The Statement C. alluded to in the Survey and Settlement Commission-
er's 37th paragraph is well worthy of reference, illustrating how, with rise of price
of agricultural produce, the cultivation spread and maintained itself with hardly
any remissions on the increasing Jamabandi after the years 1853-54 and 1854-55,
until in 1863-64 the cultivation of Government land and revenue from the
came had almost reached the maximum of 290,000 acres and Rs. 1,09,000 of
revenue, which it has since steadily maintained.

11. The subject of price of food grains of the district is discussed in
paragraphs 38to 44 of the Survey Commissioner’s letter. The Assistant Settlement
Officer, Mr. Price, had taken great painsto collect a sound basis of calculation of
prices, and though the data are full of inconsistency and confusion, much infor-
mation has been extracted and compared, so that it appears probable that the
docennial averages accepted in Colonel Anderson’s 43rd paragraph are not far
from correct.

12. The Collector of Kaladgi has endeavoured in his 12th paragraph to re-
concile the prices quoted by Mr. Price for the year 1872-73 at Shindgi, Tamb and
Bijapur. Mr. Price’s figures are all for the Indian Seer of capacity of 80 Tolas,
and if Mr. Hogg’s information for Shindgi and Indi, culled probably from official
sources, is correct, it shows that the price of grains at those places was much
lower than at Bijapur and Sholapur, lower in fact than the two days’ journey re-
spectively by native cart would lead one to expect. The question is one closely
bearing on the eapacity of the district to bear enhancement of assessment. There
is not time to obtain reply to a reference, but the Collector of Kaladgi has been
requested to inform the Secretary to GGovernment direct whether his information
ix officially authenticated, and whether it is beyond all doubt correct.

18. There is force in the remarks in the 44 paragraph of the report, but there
1s a limit to the protection of fall of prices from improved communication. While
the Railway transport tends to prevent a glut in any markets within a few days’
journey of a station, it also tends to prevent by a beneficent operation any ap-
proach to famine prices in times of extraordinary pressure, and other than a
moderate rise when there is a good season and the harvest is plentiful. Asan
illustration, jowari was selling in the bazar at the Barsi Road Railway Station,
at about 40 of Mr. Price’s Indian seers when the undersigned was last therein
November 1873, and that staple is quoted at the dearer station of Sholapur at 373

of Mr. Price’s seers for a rupee, which is exactly a fall to the price mentioned at
the close of Colonel Anderson’s 43rd paragraph, or one-half the average quoted
for the first decade, or 74'9 Indian seers per rupee.

14. This is undoubtedly a low price, and it is probable the failure in
some part of the Kaladgi and Dharwar Districts and the deficient crop in Shindgi
and Indi Talukas themselves will not allow the prices of the present year even to
approach the rate of Sholapur above mentioned. Onthe other hand, while one of
the causes of extremely low price enumerated in Colonel Anderson’s 44th paragraph,
that of absence of means of transport, has been removed, there has already arisen
in consequence of arrears of revenue in some of the Dekkan Talukas, and the
neeessity for remissions, a desire to revert to other security for the revenue than
the usufruet value of the land, to reduce the period of notice allowed by standing
orders for recovery by distraint, and to antedate somewhat the present instal-
ments of land rovenue. These aro all symptoms indicative of areturn to lower
prices, and though there is no reason to apprehend a permanent fall to any thing
like the price known to have prevailed in the earlier part of the thirty years’
period, there appears every probability of the low price quoted in the preceding
paragraph for Sholapur, namely, 374 Indian seers of Jawari for the rupee, being
attained in Indi and Shindgi bazars on the average of the next ten years.
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15. Passing to a consideration of the other valuable staples, cotton and
wheat, the prospect of opening up a trade in the latter with Europe will depeud
probably on the quality which the district can produce, and its capacity to com-
pete with the abundant supply and cheap wheat markets of the Central and North-
Western Provinces, the Punjab, Bhawalpur, and Upper Sind, which, as men-
tioned by the Commissioner of Survey and Settlement, the Suez Canal has placed
1u profitable communication with Mark Lane. Wheat now represents in Mr. Price’s
table 7 per cent. of the cultivation of the area under review.

16. The proportion of cotton to tho total area under cultivation is entered
at 83 per cent. This staple has no doubt, been cultivated of late years with
large profit. It is hoped that the district may continue to yield its quota of this
valuable export on which the prosperity of the Bombay Presidency, in a great
measure, depends ; but it is easy to draw too favorable conclusions,

17. The price of 3d. per Ib. in 1844 and 1845, quoted in para 45, gives
a price per candy of 784 lbs. of £9-16-0, or 98 Rupees. The price quoted of
Rs. 60 per candy at the Native bazadr or field in Indee, allows I1s. 38 per candy for
transport to the coast, freight and other charges. Fair Dhollera was not born
as far back as 1844 and 45; but, as that name is now quoted in Liverpool as a
good specimen of Surats, or Bombay cotton of old days, the price of fair Dhollera
may be assumed as at least cqual, without any reflection on the quality of the
North Kaladgi staple. That price is now publicly quoted at 5/. per lb. or
£ 16-6-8, or Rs. 1634, percandy. Deducting the sum allowed by the Survey
Commissioner Rs. 38 per candy for transport to coast, freight and other charges,
there remains a balance of Rs. 125 per candy. A slight further fall of 2J. per
Ib. which is already rumoured in-the journals, would bring the price below the
minimum of Rs. 120 per candy. The Revenue Commissioner, therefore, thinks
the anticipations of the Survey Commissioner on this head are too sanguine. The
sober figures in paragraph 45 are open to sober criticism, but the facile transfor-
mation from double to treble at the close of that paragraph, must be absolutely
rejected, unless the trade haggling of the Indi ryots can be guided by the hand
ot some beneficent magician in the glare of the Indian bazaar as on the fa, page
of the foolscap paper of a Government officer’s report.

.-

18. A comparison of the statistics of education in Mr. Price’s 43rd para-
graph, shows great mcrease of Government schools, and a corresponding decrease
of private schools, it is probable that many of the latter are too insignificant to have
gained attention. The proportion of boys attending schools, recognized by the
Department of Instruction, represents only about 1-1 per cent of the population :
and the district may, in this respect, be regarded as behind others especially
those which contain large towns,

19. The attention of the Collector and President, Kaladgi Local Funds,
will be invited to the suggestion in paragraph 385 of Mr Price’s report, relative to
opening a road from Almalah to Dehwangaon on the Bhima in connection
with the station of Doodneh, though -even from Almalah and points cast of
it the traflic would probably tend westwards and towards Sholapur itself,

20. The remarks in paragraphs 36 to 39 of Mr. Price’s report and the ac-
companying statements, afford interesting and valuable information regarding the
subletting and mortgage and sale of land. Thore does not appear to be any
very marked competition for land. Indeed, a very high value of land could
wardly be looked for in an agricultural District with none but the most simple
manufactures, furnishing little exportable produce, and with a population of
only 118 to the square mile. Notwithstanding, however, a generally prevailing
absence of wealth, it appears that 80 per cent. of the cultivators are also occu-
panta of their fields, which is truly claimed by the Survey Commissioncr as
“satisfactory proof, that indebliedness has not driven a large proportion of the
veorle to part with their land and become the sub-tenants of their creditors.”
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21. In paragraphs 56 to 60 the Survey and Settlement Commissioner dis-
cusses the Jirayet or dry-crop rates which he recommends for adoption, and his re-
commendations on this point will probably commend themselves to Government,
as they certainly do to the Revenue Commissioner. The only matter regarding
whicha doubt occurs, igthe addition mentioned in paragraph 59 of one or two annas
for vicinity to the village 'in case of large places, without 1mposing an additional
maximum rate on the lands of the whole village. It is not stated whether this
addition is made in the classification or in the assessment after the classers’
classification has been completed. Much will, of course, depend upon the prac-
tice of the Bombay Revenue Surveys, and possibly it was gome such exceptional
treatment which raised the classification to one rupee on a lower general maxi-
mum noticed in paragraph 16 of the Kaladgi Collector’s letter No. 205, dated
30th January 1874.

22. Tho Revenue Commissioner concurs in the Honourable Colonel
Anderson’s recommendations for rice land in paragraph 62, for well garden land
in paragraph 63, and for Patasthal or channel garden land in paragraph 64.

23. As regards the proposed maximum rate of Rs. 1.12-0 for Bhoorkeesy,
the Revenue Commissioner defers opinion until disposal by Government of the
(uestion raised in the Survey and Settlement Commissioner’s letter No. 1900,
dated 17th November 1873, on which a report was submitted No. 304, dated
27th ultimo.

24, Leaving out the assessed unoccupied waste, which represents Rs. 680
at 4 annas 10 pies per acre on 2,256 acres, the recommendation of the Survey
(‘ommnissioner i8 to raise the assessment on 2,90,546 acres of Government occupied
land under dry crop, rice and garden from Rs. 1,09,656 to Rs. 1,63,207, or from
about 5 annas 8 pies per acre, to 8 annas 5 pies per acre, which represents an in-
crease of 48°8 per cent. or, inclusive of Liocal Fund Cess, of about 52 per cent.

25. 1t must, in the opinion of the Revenue Commissioner, be admitted
regarding these proposals, that the revised average assessment per acre is itself
moderate, and that the percentage enhancement is, relatively to other revisions
which have lately been effected, moderate. An ingpection of the Statement B
shows that the increase on the Government assessmnent of individual villages
ravely rises above 70 per cent., and there are reasons for concluding that, in the
apportionment of assessment on individual fields, any great multiple of the old
assessment will be capable of the simple explanation afforded under Rajnal in
paragraph 21 of the Survey Commissioner’s letter, or of similar satisfactory ex-
planation.

26. The obvious grounds for entertaining doubts as to the proposed
assessment being always leviable in full, arc derived from a consideration of prices.
"The cultivation of (rovernment land during the first 10 years of tho lapsed
settlement period represents an average of about 1,80,000 acres ; actual collec-
tions, after deducting remissions amounting on aun average to Rs. 3,000 per
annum, rather less than Rs. 70,000. The cultivation of the succeeding 10 years
rode to an average of nearly 2,40,000 acres, and the actual collections, after de-
dueting remissions amounting to an average of about Rs. 2,000 per annum, were
rather more than Rs. 90,000. The cultivation in the last 10 years was 2,90,000
acres, and the actual collections, there being virtually no remissions, stood at
nearly Rs. 1,10,000.

27. Turn we now to the prices of the *grain staples during these three de-
. r cennial periods as entered in the Survey Commis-
or Jmi?oh;‘iﬁiﬁ?eﬁﬂiv’;ﬁ?;ﬂy Mslg sioner’s 41st paragraph and if, as appears extreme-
}é;jrﬂ' nearly 12 per cent. ’ ly probable, the prices fall very much lower than
those of the lust decade, and nearly as low as those

3RE
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of the decade from 1853-54 to 1862-63, during which the assessment on the
2,40,000 acres was Rs. 90,000, 1t is difficult to affirm unless there bz a very much
larger return in bullion for cotton, wheat and other exportable products than
formerly, how the district can afford permanently to pay so large an assessment,
as more than Rupees 1,60,000 per annum, even on the full area of 2,90,000
acres.

28. On the other hand, the Revenuce Commissioner places full confidence
m the judicious adjustment of the assessment, in the scttlement under review,
aund if Government are prepared to remit a portion of the demand in years of
oeneral povorty and  distress, whether these afflictions arise from poorness of
harvest without commensurate rise in the money price of local produce or from
u combination of causes which it is impossible to foresee even for a few years,
the Revenue Commissioner sees no objection to the rates being approved and
sanctioned.

29. In the event of sanction being aeccorded, it is suggested that the
Durvey and Settlement Comumissioner be requested to prepare a Notification, as
ordered in Governmoent Resolution No, 4684, dated 22nd September 1871, for
publication in the Governmen! Guazette.

W. H. HAVELOCK,

Revenue Conunissioner, 8, 1.

Kanara Districts, Comp Halial, 15t Lebrwary 187 4.

CRINTED AT L GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS, BOMEAY.
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