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No. 256 or 1881.
Frow
Coroxer. G. A. LAUGHTON,
SUPERINTENDENT, REVENUE SURVEY AND As8EssMENT, POONA AND NASIK ;
To
W. RAMSAY, Esquire,
Collector of Nasik.

Poona Districts,
Camp Pimpalvandi, 11th Mareh 1881.

Six,

In continuation of my letter No. 83, dated 28th January 1880,to your
address, I now have the honour to forward, for transmission through the usual
channels, for the approval and sanction of Government, the following proposals
for the introduction of revised rates into 38 villages of the Dindori Tailuka,
Ndsik Collectorate, and of survey rates for the first time into one an alienated
village of the same tdluka.

2. The following statement shows the years when the present settlement
was introduced ; also the area, and population to the square mile of these
villages, and whether they are Government, or alienated, Deshi or Dangi :—

Whether for revision or for Number [ Governmueat | Year of Surv Ares | Number of Deshi
lntesru:vro; Setslemont. i &z - ot Inim, Settlement. | ATes fn sores, squm‘:‘ ml';u, ::::"‘!’nf&? D.‘::"L
Revision 1 !Government | 1844.45, 1,721 2:69 922 | Deshi.
De. 34 Do. 1845-46. 96,726 15113 86'¢ | Dangi.

Do. 2 Do. 1846-47, 7,415 1159 651 Do.

Do. : 1 In&m.l 1860.61. 7 807 142 1079 Do.
First Survey ... 1 Inam. | - . 813 127 ' 60—°0— Dangi.

Grand Total .| 88 |  weew o aieem 1,07,582 1681 sz | .

N.B.— The words * Deshi,” and “ Dangi *' are applied to villages in the open, or in the hilly
ocountry respectively.

8. The Dindori T4luka, as at present constituted, consists of 121 Govern.
ment, and 7 Indm villages, total 128 : of the former 40 are Deshi, and 81 are
situated in the Dangi or hilly part of the district. Of the Government villages,
revised rates have been introduced into 81; 87 form the subject of the present
report, and 3 have still some years of the current settlement to run. Of the
seven Indm villages, four have lately had survey rates introduced into them for
the first time : two will be treated ofy in this report, one being for revision, and the
other for first settlement; while four years have yet to lapse before the current
settlement of the last villdge will cease,

4. The re-measurement of the villages under report was carried on at
different periods from 1871 to 1875 ; the re-classification was completed last
season. Explanation of the manner in which these two branches of the work was
oonducted is given in paras. 7 to 10 of the letter before quoted, a copy of which
is attached for the sake of reference.

5. Most of these villages lie in the north-western corner of the tdluka in
a compact group, distant from 5 to 25 miles from Dindori; three of them are
below the ghduts,—Moknal, Gondala, and Dheri,—and some of the others have
a portion of their lands also in the low country,

6. Mr. Whitcombe, the officer in charge of olassing operations, describes
this patt of the district as differing from the south-western part of the tdluka,
¢ inasmuch as it is more flat towards the eastern villages, with gentler undula-
tions as you proceed westwards until the crest of the ghduts is reached in the
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vicinity of which only is the country rugged. . Surface water too is plentiful in
comparison, the country being drained by the River Kadwa and its many tribu-
taries, with black soil more extensive, chiefly in the eastern villages and of a better
quality. The proportion of black soil to the total arable area is about one-sixth.”

7. 'The percentage of kharif, or monsoon, crops taken from the averasges of
) . the last 5 years is 65'5 to 230 of rabi. The chief
N:‘Idl"l Btatistical ~Table oy i khorasni, with 18,975 acres, nagli the next
T ’ with 9,911 acres, and the third best crop is wheat with
6,361 acres, while rice, which one would suppose, from the proximity of most of
the villages to the ghauts, would be a principal crop, is low down in the list,
having only 1,392 acres. Irrigated area amounts to 188 acres only, "of which a
little more than nine acres is cultivated under pats or water channels,

8. Most of the villages are disadvantageously situated as regards good
road communications, Few of the villages along the southern border of the
larger group have the made road from Ndsik to Peit in their vicinity, while the
smaller group of villages to the north of Dindori has the road from that town
to Wani passing through them ; fet, from the very large increase of carts during
the existence of the current Settlement, it is very evident that the ordinary cart
tracks are sufficiently good during the fair season to enable the cultivators to
convey the produce of their fields to the best bdzirs.

9, Weekly bdzdrs are held at four of the 39 villages—Nanasi, Jalkhers,
Bhanwad, and Koshimba : these are tylaced in the order of their importance; as
much as Rs. 585 being the amount of average weekly sales at Nanasi, chiefly in
grain, and in clothes of European, and country manufacture. According to their

roximity, the cultivators visit also the bdzdrs of Dindori, Wani, and Umbrala
udruk. Three looms exist in the village of Umbrala Khurd for weaving sidis
of an ordinary description, besides which there are no other manufactures,

10. There are two Government schools for boys alone; these are at
J4lkhera and Nalwadi, respectively, having an average attendance of about
40 pupils; both schools were established during the third decade: there are no
private schools.

11. The following abstract of Statistical Tables IV. and VI, shows the
population, agricultura% stock, &c., at the present, as compared with the time of
the introduction of the existing settlement into these villages :~—

For 36 Government Villages.

According to | According to Peroantage
the Revenue | the Revision Increase, Deoreass, | of Increase or

Survey. Survey, Dacreane.
Population .o vor 8,133 14,068 5,935 730
Houses { Flat roofed, and tiled. 94 304 210t ... 2234
{ Thached o 1,360 2,172 812 597
Agricultural cattle eoe 5,588 5,710 122 2-2
Cows, buffaloes,and their young. 6,501 6,819 1,318 240
Sheep and goats ... 228 704 476 200°0
Ploughs 1,084 1,395 861 350
Carts ... ves 125 340 215 vee. 172-0
Horses and ponies 214 810 96 e 450

For 1 Government, and 1 alienated Village, for which no former data is

Jorthcoming.

Population , f. . e 194 cerene

Flat roofed, and tiled.. 2 N
Houses 3 Tatched B 86| . YR
Agricultural cattle e g 49 v N
Cows, buffaloes, and their young o 49 v crenes
Sheep and goats ... . o 87 S
Ploughs e s z 12 e vee e nee
Cm‘tso.. 40 e e 00 (11] LA EXXY
Horses and ponies . st s
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12. The returns for the villages for which former records are obtainable,
ﬁ:) to prove that there has been a steady improvement in the general social con-
ition of the inhabitants, especially in the items of good houses and carts.

18. From Statistical Table No. V of the Appendix is obtained informa-
tion regarding those whose occupation is agricultural, partly so, and those who
follow other than agricultural pursuits as a means of livelihood ; individuals of
the first designation have increased very considerably, while those of the last have
somewhat decreased.

14. From information obtained at time of classification, it would seem that
) out of a total of Survey and Pot Nos., 12,158, after
Appendix 4. deducting those that are waste, 3,653, nearly 96 per
cent. of the remainder are cultivated by those whose names are entered in the
villa%e accounts as occupants; while only 4'1 per cent. represents the survey
numbers cultivated in partnership with others, or which are sublet for money
or grain payments,
15. From data obtained at the Registration Office for the last three years,
Vide A ioos B.and 0. V€ learn that only one case of mortgage has been re-
ide Appendices B.and U ojgtered during that period in the village of Nalwadi :
one Survey No. of 8-10 acres, assessment Rs, 7-3-0, was mortgaged for Rs. 60 at
Rs. 18 interest per annum. Of sales there are three instances; the aggregate
area sold amounts to 58-18 acres, of which the assessment is Rs. 23-9-0, while the
sum obtained at sale is Rs. 899 or 17 times the assessment.

16. Twenty-two acres only were recorded at the time of the current Set-
tlement being introduced as garden, the whole of which was under wells ; from the
classification papers just prepared it seems this area has increased to 187 acres
15 guntas, of which 8 acres 17 guntas are irrigated by water channels.

17. The following is a statement showing the number of wells dug during
different decades of the current Settlement, most of which have been dug during
the last ten years :—

WeuLe, BURKIS.
Existing at
g the tllge Dug during | Dug during | Dug during | Total num- Tg‘::lo"‘“‘l‘(’,‘
- of the the tirst | the secon the third ber of o o
° current | Decade, Decade, Decade, | new Wells. Wall:ew
‘é settlemont.
g g‘ é Remarka.
$ g B - i R g . .g 3 : 3 =) g : :%
AEAE AENERERENE AR AR AR IR AR 1ERE
Sy
-} ¥ |z ki FRED g 2 g 2 a8l 3%
3 R g 2 (33|28 |3 3 % 32| 313 |3
&;zwa_z‘&zﬁzézﬁzmzmz
1 ] 3 4 1] 6 7 8 9 10 11 l 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
1 184445 .| .. . . . 1 . 1 . 2 . 2
88| 184548 .0 11| .. . 1 3i .. (] 1 9 2 20 2 1
« |
g
g 1184546 ..
$
13
8 |—
g 2 | 1846-47 ..
87 Total ..} 1] ., . 1 4! .. 1 1 11 ] 22 2 1
Indm 1| 1860-01 1 S 8 4
RS S p—
-
%_g 88 Total ..} 13| .. 3 1 ¢ .. 7 1 ptY 2 28 H 1
Po
88
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18, The next is a statement similar to the ons under para. 81 of my last
yoar's report, showing the areasof differentsortsofcultivationnowand formerly:

Rice. Kali. Garden. Mal,
Formerly ... 1,200 16,281 22-10 ‘ 65,292  Including Gov-
Last year the areas were grumen ““‘dé
1,843 | 24,319 | 188 | 55980 ) susomed wasts
Giving an increase of
Per cent. ... s . 12-0 494 l 754°5 ‘ 14'8 Decrease.

The percentage increase of Kali or dry-crop lands amounts to 49-4, which is
large,—the cause for this, as has often been explained when reporting on these
Dangi or hilly tracts, is because much of what was formerly measured and
assessed as ifal,” or poor hill land, now proves to be excellent “Kali,” upon
which the better classes of crops are cultivateg.

19. As a table showing the average prices of grain for the last 34 years
was given ab para. 33 of my letter before alluded to, 1t will be sufficient to give it
again here with one year additional for 1879-80 :—

Average Seers per Rupee, Poroontage.

Bajei. {Wheat, | Gram, Bloo.l Nagil. | B&frl. [Wheat.| Gram. | Rles, | N&gll

From 184546 to 1854-68 .1 46| «| sl 22| @} o '} | ...
. 188656 to 186465 .. 26| 27| 25| 18 8 77| 81'0| 56| 222 382
,, 1865-66to187475 .. 2| 17| 18} 11| 23 t 01,583 ,ig}; 60 o8
., 1876.76t0187879  ..| 14| 14| 18] n 2«; 2986 |192'9 | 160 | 100 | 135

For 1879-80 ... e “ l2§l 124 14 10§

20. The next are abstracts of Statements D, 2, 2, and 3, of the Appendix,
giving the Fa.st revenue history of 1 village since 1844-45; of 34 villages since
1845-46 ; of 2 village since 1846-47, and lastly for 1 an alienated village—Wag-
lud—since 1860-61 :—

One Government Village settled in 1844-45.

Government Outstanding
Government Collections on
r bl , . Balance at
Years, ooltll;;g.od :;:I?E:E?;i:l Goth Remissions. ?i,: e;?u:,
1 2 3 4 5 6
From 1884-35 to 184344 ... 444 158 434 21
. 184445 to 1853 54 ... 669 494 849 8
» 1854-55 to 1863-64 ... 797 369 860 ver
. 186465 to 1873-74 ... el 1,041 123 4563
s 16874°75 t0 1879-80 ... 1,065 88 443 18 27
For 1879.80 ... 1,101 50 463 .. 67
84 Government Villages settled in 1845-46.
From 1835-36 to 1844-45 ... 15,255 17,283 ‘9,717 359 19
., 1835.46 to 1854-55 ... .| 23877 5,501 9,318 62
" 1865'56 to 1864'65 (Y1) oo 28,938 24,909 12,121 161 ehe
» 1865-66 to 1874-7% .., 41,564 27,172 16,874 1 6
» 1875-76 to 1879-80 ... 89,158 29,132 15,247 14 862
For 1879.80 ... eee 43,147 25,167 16,668 1,409




Two Government Villages settled in 1846-47.

: Government . Outstandip,
Government Collectiona on 8
bl on8- Bal ¢
Yoars. ml:ﬁfd : :(;;n:o:::pied Govghx:;mnt Remissions, th::::;:‘
land, the year.
From 1836-37 to 1845-46 ... 1,405 806 728 34 10
From 1846-47 to 1855-56 ... 1,775 1,086 659 4
From 1856-57 to 1865-66 ... v 2,258 8,090 925 12 e
From 1866-67 to 1875--76 ... e 2,966 8,371 1,131 .ee
From 1876-77 to 1879-80 ... 2,998 8,287 1,098 22
For 1879-80 o 3,309 2,971 1,191 68

One Alienated Village settled in 1860-61.

From 1850-51 to 1859-60 ... 233 667 173 1

From 1860-61 to 186970 ... 518 86 277
From 1870-71 to 1879-80 ... o 496 98 271 10
For 1879-80 e 572 27 295 59

21. There has been a steady improvement in each of these groups, both in
the average of area occupied, and of revenue collected : of the group consisting
of 84 villages settled in 1845-46, tho following is an abstract showing thie
increase during each decade as contrasted with the average of the ten years
preceding the settlement :-—

Average Acres, Increase in Rs,
First decade ... e 8,122 Decrease ... e 399
Second do. ... 18,683 Increase ... e 2,404
Third do. ... cee s 26,509 Do. ... 6,657
Five last years N 23,898 Do. ... 5,630

22. A return has becn obtained showing the number of notices issued in
the villages under report on account of non-payment of revenue within the
time appointed, during the last three years, and of the cases in which it was
necessary to resort to actual sale of the land ; it will be observed from the follow-
ing abstract that only in one instance was it necessary to apply the extreme
measure in order to obtain the revenue demand :—

Year, Notices issued, C':’;l': t:ohkiogl:::?d
1877.78 6
1878"79 Ve (XX} see e 11 [EXXY Y]
1879-80 87 1
Total ... 104 1

23, Having now briefly touched on every important point in connection
with these villages, it remains only for me to propose the following rates of
assessment, which, it may be stateg, at the request of the Survey Commissioner
have already been submitted to him,

24, For the villages which lie not far from the chief town of the
district, Dindori, and adjacent to those which have already been settled on a
similar rate, it is proposed to apply to nine (9) villages, a maximum dry-crop
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or * kali ” rate of Ra, 1-6-0, To the next group of tey (10) villages, situated less
favourably than the last, and immediately to the north-west, a maximum dry-
crop rate of Rs. 1-4-0 seems suitable. The next group of twelve (12) villages,
still further removed from Dindori, and from the main roads of communication,
the present maximum rate for ‘ kali ” lands, Rs. 1-2-0, might be retained, whilea
fourth group, consisting of only seven (7) villages situated at the extreme
north-western corner of the district, I propose, at the Survey Commissioner’s
suggestion, to assess at only a rupee rate for  kali” lands, or two (2) annas
less than at present.

25. A map of the district accompanies this report, upon which the villages
to be settled are shown in colours of Red, Blue and Green, respectively, in bars
for the first three groups, while the fourth group is distinguished by a continuous
Yellow colour. Adjoining villages already settled on similar maximum rates are
shown on the map, and may be recognised by similar colours, which instead of
being in parallel rines, or bars, are coloured throughout.

26. For rice lands I would propose to adopt a similar rate as sanctioned
for the villages settled last year, Rs. 4-8-0, with the exception of the villages in
the fourth group, for which, in accordance with Colonel Anderson’s directions, &
reduced rate of Rs. 4-0-0 is suggested. All “ new rice ” land which comes under
the head of improvements, will ﬁe assessed simply at dry-crop rates.

27. For garden lands under pats, or small water channels, 1 propose to
apply the same scale as used last year, that is to say a Rs. 8 scale, soil, and
water combined, Land under assessed wells will now be assessed within the
highest dry-crop rate ; but land under new wells will, according to the orders of
Government, be assessed at simply dry-crop rates.

28. 1 propose to retain the present maximum rate for “ mal” or hilly
lands, Rs. 0-7-0 : this is the same rate as was sanctioned for adjacent villages last
year; the average rate per acre for the different descriptions of cultivation,
worked out on the above proposed maximum rates is as follows :—

Patasthal or Motasthalor
Kali. land under land under old Mal.
wator channels, wells,

Rs. &« p.| Rs. a. p.|Ra. & p.|Rs & p.
012 7 2 5 4 1 509

Average rate per acre 0 410

29, Before proceeding further I have to make a few remarks upon the
rouping of these villages as explained above. The following villages which I
ﬁave transferred, at the Survey Commissioner’s request, into the second group, I
had proposed to assess on a maximum dry-crop rate of Rs. 1-6-0. Itistrue they
are quite close to the edge of the ghauts; but the villages to the south formerly
settled on the same rate are similarly situated, and to show how little they are
affected by the monsoon, as preventing good dry-crops from being grown, the
following comparative table will show :—

Name of Village. Area under Area under

Rioce, Wheat.
Golsi oo Acres 15 Acres 54
Mohoja . 33 148
Jalkhera . 39 487
Kokangaon Diadori 71 112

While the villages of the group north of Dindori, romqqu some 16 to 20 miles
away from the ghauts, show the following results for similar crops :—



Name of Village, Arca under Rice. Area under Wheat.
Wojarkhed . o, -3 209
Krishnagaon ... 46 417
Dhaigaon . ... 54 150
Wageud o 29 154

30. From these comparative statements it may be assumed that there
cannot be much difference in tho amount of rain which falls, or which affects the
cultivation of these two crops ; besides, Jalkhera is a bdzir town, and situated
close to the N4sik, and Peint road, while the other three villages are adjacent to
the last village, and equally well placed in point of good road communication.

31. The following statement shows the general result of the imposition of
the proposed rates on the 37 Government, and one alienated villages, total 38 : —

GOVERNMENT OOCUPIRD LAND.
Maximuom
Class. .| Villages. [ Dry-crop A
rate. A d A : rea and Aescsament
by Prescnt accounts. (by Revinion Sarvey and ’ ncreass. | Pioeniets
Ks. o p.| Acres. Rs. Acres, Ras,
lat e g 1 6 0 10,073 4,506 11,070 8,265 1,758 890
2nd 10 1 40 16,799 7,176 17,972 9,263 2,087 291
3rd vee 12 1 20 14,004 4,739 15,204 6,268 | 1,629 323
4th 7 100 7,253 2,191 7,840 2,906 715 | 826
Total .| a8 | .. 129 | 18612 | 62,08 | 24702 | 6090 | 327

32. The average rate per acre for the above Government and one alienated
villages on present recorded area, including all lands, kali, mal, rice and garden,
is Rs. 0-6-2, and according to revision survey areas, and proposed assessment
Rs. 0-7.7 per acre. '

33. The Government unoccupied assessed waste lands, as recorded by the
revision survey, amount to acres 22,927, bearing assessment Rs. 9,195, or.an
average of Rs. 0-6-5 per acre.

34. The area, and assessment of Government occupied, and unoccupjed
assessed waste land amount to 74,487 acres, and Rs. 33,492, respectively, which
give an average of Rs. 0-7-2 per acre.

85, In addition to the Government land there is an area of 6,616 acres of
Inim land, bearing assessment of Rs. 4,697, and paying an annual Judi of
Rs. 1,705. The foﬁowing statement shows the whole lands of the 37 Govern-
ment villages under report in an abstract form :—

Tenure of Land. Acrea, Angesament. Al;zgmit, Judi,
Rs. Rs. Rs.
Government occupied assessod land ... . 47,557 18,317 24.297
Do. unoccupiod assessed waste 28,188 8,879 9,195
Indm 6,330 3,857 4,697 1,705
Unarable 22,589
N |
Total ...| 1,04,664 31,058 38,189 1,705

36. Appendix marked E. shows the effect of the proposed rates of assess-
ment in every village, the average precentage increase, and the average rate per
acre on all lands. The following villages show an increase of over 50 per cent.
This is attributable to an increase in the ¢ kali ” lands, which formerly had been
assessed as “ mal.” I personally examined some such lands at time of testing the
classification last year in company with the Classing Officer, Mr. Whitcombe, and
assured myself of the fact that some land now entered in the village papers as
“ mal,” was really good black soil, and capable of bearing wheat crops, which
grain cannot be produced on “ mal ” or poor hilly lands :—



Area of oceu- | Area of ocou-
Serial No. Name of Village. pied Kali land| pied Kali land;  Per cent
by former bg present Inorease,

urvey. urvey.

7 | Dahigaon 144 419 191-0
8 | Ozar Khed r 114 533 3675
11 | Gholsi e 124 241 94-4
27 | Sandrala 81 211 160°5

37. Should Government be pleased to sanction these proposed rates, I have
to request that the duration of the lease may be fixed for 23 years, that is to say
from 1881-82 to 1903-04, the latter being the year when the revision leases
throughout the Dindori Téluka will expire. '

38. I have now to propose survey rates for one Indm or alicnated village—
Chandikapur—to be settled for the first time. This, a 1)dngi, village is situated
immediately to the north of the large bizdr town of Vani. Appended is a
statement, in the Appendix marked F., which gives the revenue history of this
village for the last ten, the last five, and for last year. The total area, aceord-
ing to the Mdmlatddr’s accounts altercd from bighas to acres, at the rate of 30
guntas per bigha, amounted in 1879-80 including Indm to arable acres 912 and
unarable acres 255, total 1,167,

39. According to the revenue survey the items of arable, and unarable
acres are 654, and 159 respectively, total 813: the occupied area includin%sgarden
amounts to 390 acres. The amount of revenue collected last year was . 185,
and the average collections for the last ten years amounted to Rs. 191. This
village is situated among those for which a maximum dry-crop rate of Rs. 1-2-0
has already been sanctioned, and it is adjacent to the Government village of
Jirwada, for which a similar rate has already been suggested in this report ; 1
V&iould, accordingly, propose to adopt the same rate for this alienated village
also.

40. For garden land under pats, or water channels, amounting to 13 acres,
I propose to adopt a maximum rate of Rs. 8, which will give Rs. 40, or Rs. 2-6-2
per acre. There is no motasthal, or land cultivated under wells. The above
will give on occupied area, dry-crop and garden, Rs. 302, or Rs. 0-12-5 per acre,
ecilual to 58°1 per cent. increase on the average collections for the last ten years.
There is no Indm, or alienated land paying Judi,—the statement given below shows
the whole of the lands of this Indm or alienated village in an abstract form :—

Existi P d .
Acres. Asue?:ngt. Asa:;lv)i(::nt. Judi.
(Government occupied assessed land ve- 519 185 302
Government un-occupied assessed land ... 349 119 122
Indm 44 25 43
Unarable ... 255
Total ..., 1,167 329 467

41. If these rates are approved of, [ beg to request that the duration for
tho lease of this village may be sanctioned for the same term as proposed for
the revision of 37 Government and one alienated village afore mentioned,
that is to say, from 1881-82 to 1903-04, a period of twenty-three years.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
G. A. LAUGHTON, Colonel,
Superintendent, Revenue Survey and Assessment, Poona and N4sik,
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[Below Survey Superintendent’s Report, No. 256, dated 11th March 1881, on
Revision Survey of certain villages in Dindori. ]

No. 1257 or 1881.

Ndsik, Collertor’s Office,
19th March 1881.

Forwarded to the Commissioner, C. D.

2. The Dindori Téluka has recently been reported on more than once, and
it seems unnecessary-to enter into details as regards its condition. Briefly 1
consider it one of the most favoured tdlukas in this district, it never having
suffered materially either from deficiency or excess in the rainfall. The portion
of the tdluka now under review forms no exception to the general rule. The
only drawback is the climate, which, especially near the Ghats, is counsidered .
feverish or ““cold " as it is expressed.

3. Though Dangi, very little rice is grown in these villages. Nagli is pre-
ferred, as less labour is required for the preparation of the land. There is excel-
lent black soil in almost all the villages under review, and some of the best crops
of unirrigated wheat in the whole district are raised.

4. There is little Pdtasthal or Motasthal cultivation. I attribute this
chiefly to the facility with which dry-crops are raised, which renders the people
quite independent of artificial means of irrigation.

5. The means of eommunication are somewhat defective; but as pack
bullocks are chiefly used for carrying purposes, the want of good roads is little felt
Carts are mostly used for driving manure or bringing in the harvest.

6. There has been a very considerable increase in population and in all
material sources and evidences of prosperity. Remigsion of revenue has been
almost unknown in the past. As regards the outstanding balances for 1879-80
for 34 Government villages, as shown in the table appended to para. 20, I am
unable to speak without reference fo the tiluka, which would involve delay; but
there was certainly no postponement of revenue, and the season was everywhere
a very favourable one,

7. General prosperity as regards seasons has been the rule for past years.

8. After the above it is hardly necessary to say that I find no fault with
the rates on the score of being too heavy. The increase is chiefly owing to old
mil land being now classed as kéli, which is quite legitimate. On the other
band, I go so far as to say that I should have been prepared to support an
uniform rate of Rs. 1.6 (maximum) on kdli land in all the villages under
report. In any case I must strongly support the views expressed by Colonel
Langhton in his para. 29 as to imposing the rate of Rs. 1-6 on the 2nd
group; and I deprecate the reduction of 2 annas per acre in the 4th group as a
perfectly needless sacrifice of revenue, The finest wheat in the district (Jirit)
1s grown in some of these villages.

9. I am net going to suggest any increase in existing rates; but in my
opinion, so far as I have seen, and writing as an old Settlement Officer, I should
suy that the villages under report were able to bear even higher rates on the
good soils than the Sinnar villages recently reported on with rates of
Rs. 1-12-0 on k4li land.

10. I am inclined to think that the rates in Dangi and Deshi villages are
capable of much more assimilation than has hitherto been thought practicable.
I am quite certain that putting aside garden cultivation the ryots in Dangi
villages are, for the most part, better off materially than in Deshi villages. They
certainly have far less anxiety as regards the seasons, and, on an average, they
secure better crops. They are probably even more indolent and less thrifty ; but
this is ever the case where nature is kind and the assessment low. The garden
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rates call for no remarks ; they seem quite equitable. The proposed increase is
fully accounted for, and it will be felt but little if at all.

11. The proposals as rogards Mouje Chandikapur are reasonable. Itisa
junglo hamlet, but grows good rain crops.

(Signed) W. RAMSAY,
Collector of Nasik,

No. X of 188).

BIEA
Poona, 24th March 1881.

Forwarded for the remarks of the Survey and Settlement Commissioner,
N. D., through whom these propers should have been submitted to this office.

(Signed) E. P. ROBERTSON,

Commissioner, C. D.

No.. 454 or 1881.

Frou
Coroner W. C. ANDERSON,
SURVEY AND SETTLEMENT COMMISSIONER ;
To
Tre SECRETARY 10 GOVERNMENT,
REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
Survey Commissioner’s Office,
Kdnara Districts, Camp Yelldpur, 25th April 1881.
Sir, |

I have tho honour to forward the appended letter* from the Superintendent,
Poona and N4sik Survey, containing proposals for the

B, 236, dated Lth March .o \iion of the assessment of 88 villages of the Dindori
) T4luka of the Ndsik Collectorate, one of which is

alienated, and for the original settlement of one alienated village of the same
tdluka.

2. A portion of this tdluka, comprising 22 villages, was settled last year
under Government Resolution, No. 1737, dated 5th April 1880, and a previous

portion containing 24 villages under Government Resolution, No. 1310, dated 29th
February 1876.

3. The nature of the country and cultivation calls for few remarks from
me. The castern villages are more or less in the open country, but the principal
portion of them is in the vicinity of the Ghéts; the western villages are in fact
on the very edge, and, to some extent, below or on the slope of the Western Ghits.

4. Of the 88 per cent. of the occupied land which is under cultivation, the
oil-seed khordsni, and inferior hill grains, négli or ndchni and sfwa, common to
all hill and rainy districts, comprise no less than 56 per cent., or close on two-
thirds of the whole ; rice amounts to nearly 3 per cent. and wheat and gram to
20 per cent. These last are, of course, rabi crops, grown after the monsoon
rainfall has ceased and the ground has becomo partially dry.
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5. The advantages which villages so situated possess are a reasorble
certainty about their rainfall ; in the villages close to the Ghits there is in fact
certainty of a much heavier rainfall and a mach more humid climate for the
monsoon months than is consistent with health or comfort.

6. In such rugged country near the Ghéts there is generally a difficulty
in communications except by pack bullocks, unless a village happens to be near
a made road : this is an advantage which a few of these villages in the extreme
south and the few in the east alone possess. The only made roads in or near
these villages are that from Nésik to Peint shown on the map, and another from
Dindori in a northerly direction to the town of Wani, which is not shown on the
map.

7. Para. 11 of the Superintendent’s letter gives the usual comparative
statistics for these villages. Population appears to have very greatly increased
during the past thirty years—mno less than 73 per cent. The better class of
houses has increased about 223 per cent. Cattle show an increase, but not a very
large one; 2 per cent. only under the agricultucal head and 24 por cent.
under the miseellaneous head, Sheep and goats show an increase of 209 per
cent. ; it is very rare to meet with any increase under this head. Carts show a
large increase~—172 per cent. This is probably dueto the habit of the people of
this part of the country of keeping carts to ply for hire in Bombay during the
fair season. Horses and ponies also show an increase of 45 per cent., which 18 also
unusual. The general increase of population and stock is so much greater than
is usualor natural in tracts near the Ghits, that it is probably due, in some degree,
to immigration. The present rate of population to the square mile is but 87, which
18 still but a very low rate, considering that there is a considerable admixture of
rice cultivation in these uillages.

8. It is mentioned in para. 14 of the Superintendent’s letter that nearly
96 per cent. of the lands of these villages are actually cultivated by the persons
who hold them directly under Government. This asserted fact, and the very
limited number of cases of sale and mortgage recorded, would tend to show that
as in all Ghét districts either land is abundant enough for all to be able to
obtain as much as they require directly from Government, or that the dis-
comforts of such tracts discourage the investment of money in land. In this case
it is probable that both these causes, ecombined with the unhealthy nature of
the climate in these Dangi villages for a congiderable portion of the year, unite
to discourage investment in land.

9. Regarding prices there ig little to be said. The usual increase appears
in the averages during the last decade, amounting to much more than cent per
cent in the commonest articles of produce. These villages have a great
advantage in that 20 per cent. of the whole area of cultivation is devoted to
wheat and gram, which would be almost entirely exported.

10. We have now to consider the rates of assessment to be applied in
revision. There are three main points to be considered in rvelation to these
villages ; vicinity to lines of communication, such as made roads and moderately
inland position away from the edge of the Ghéts, and their excessive rainfall, yet
still retaining such a sufficient and certain rainfall as to reuder agriculture
secure : these are both clearly advantages, On the other hand, remoteness from
lines of communication and the excessive rainfall of the country close to the
Ghéts are clearly disadvantages.

11. The map appened to the Superintendent’s letter which shows the
grouping of villages for different rates is a little perplexing. The barred colours
show the villages for settlement now, and the continucus colour similar to' the
bars shows villages settled on a similar rate in previous years.

12. The first group with maximum dry-crop rate of Rs. 1-6 comprises
villages fairly inland near the larger towns and markets and away from the
excessive rainfall, and also some nearer to the Ghits but not within 6 miles of
them and in the vicinity of open country and a made road.

12. The second group comprises country for the most part much broken;
it commences well inland but away from all lines of road, and comes down to
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the very edge of the Ghits in the vicinity of the top of the Ghit road descending
to Peint. For this group a maximum dry-crop rate of Rs. 1-4 is proposed.

13, The 8rd group comprises a very hilly tract of country and is removed
from open country and roads to a greater degree than the preceding group, and
reaches to the edge of the Ghats; for this a dry-crop maximum rate of Rs. 1-2 is
proposed. '

14. And in the extreme north-western corner Re. 1-0 is proposed for
a small group of villages, in every way worst situated, far from open country and
lines of communieation, and in a very broken piece of country; three of these
villages are in fact bolow the edge of the Ghats.

15. For all the rice land, which amounts to acres 1,216, Rs. 4-8 maxi-
mum rate is propesed, excepting the 4th group in the north-western eorner ; for
that a reduced rate of Rs. 4.0 is proposed ; the average rate per aere on the
occupied rice land will be Rs. 1-14 per acre.

16. The Motasthal or well garden land amounts to acres 133, which will,
as usual, have no extra assessment imposed on account of use of water. The
P4tasthal, or that watered by channels from streams, only amounts to acres 9, to
which it is proposed to apply a Rs. 8-0 maximum rate as in the adjacent
villages settled previously. '

17. 'The Superintendent in his letter shows separately the rates for mdl
lands, which are only an inferior description of dry-crop lands, the rates on which
are decided by the classifieation : to go separately into the question of the rates
of these lands is only an unnecessary complication and lengthening of the pro-
posals to no practical purpose.

18. The result of the adoption of the above proposals will be an increase
of the assessment on the ocoupied lands of 32°7 per cent. and on the occupied
and unoccupied lands together of 282 per cent. The average rate per acre on
the whole assessed Grovernment lands, oceupied and unoccupied, is Re. 0-7-2 -per
acre.

19. The principle on which I went in the above gronping of villages for
different rates of assessment was that villages on and near the Ghéts and subject
to all the inconveniences of excesgive rainfall should not be rated similarly ta
those well inland unless there was some other compensating advantage. But I
could not entirely carry this principle through, being compelled to adapt the
rates to be imposed to those previously imposed in adjacent villages ; and I found
that the northern villages of the tdluka had been in previous years assessed at
a maximum rate of Rs. 1-2, they being completely in the open country, which
required the adoption of no higher rate for the villages to the west of them, and
certainly inferior in situation.

20. The Superintendent’s original proposals as made to me at my request,
and subsequently directed by me to be modified to the shape now proposed, divided
these villages into three groups, east and west. The same rate was proposed by
him for villages twenty miles from the Ghéats and in open, plain country and for
villages on the very brink of the Ghéts which, so far as my knowledge and
experience of assessment goes, is an evident mistake. For instance, Wojarkhed
and Dahigaum and Krishnagaum in the detached block, 8 miles north of the
town of Dindori and in the comparatively open, populous country near large
markets and on a high road, were placed under the Rs. 1.4 maximum rate
equally with Deoghar and Kandasar on the very edge of the Ghits; and Woja
and Hutnora, situated within some 6 or 7 miles to the north-westward of Dindori
and also in comparatively plain and populous country, were placed under the
same rate as Mahoja and Golsi just to the north of the Peint road and on the
Ghat.

21. In his 29th para. the Superintendent enters into a discussion in justifica-
tion of the proposals he first made to me which, as they are not in the corres.
pondence under discussion, appears quite out of place ; and then goes on to show
that some of the villages very near the Ghits which I moved to a lower group
than he originally proposed have a good deal of wheat cultivation and some rice,
and that there is also a good deal of rice and wheat in villages removed 16 ta
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20 miles from the Ghéts. It is not shown what the relative proportions of rice
and wheat to the whole cultivated area are, which would alone so far admit of
the institution of a comparison in this respect; and then in para. 30 states:
“ from these comparative statements it may be assumed that there cannot be
much difference in the amount of rain which falls or which effects the cultivation
of these two crops; besides Jalkhera is a bdzdr town and situated close to the
Ndsik and Peint road, while the other three villages are adjacent to the last
village and equally well placed in point of good road commumecation.”

22. In the first place none of the villages abovenamed are absolutely on
the road ; one is within a mile of it, and the other three are between two and
three miles distant from it. Moreover the road though useful is not one carry-
ing a very large traffic. In the grouping I directed to be adopted I did so far
give weight to the vicinity of this road as to put these four villages into the 2nd
group instead of into the 3rd, which would have been their more natural position,
But to place these villages on an equality with the detached group of four
villages to the north of Dindori or with those immediately to the west of the
same place, would be opposed to all received principles of correct assessment.

23. From the comparative statements of rice and wheat cultivation the
Superintendent endeavours to deduce the conclusion that the villages referred to
are on a par in climate and other advantages, and “ assumes’’ that there cannot be
much difference in rainfall between the villages on the erest of the Ghdts and
those well inland. It would be a most extraordinary exception to the ordinary
laws of nature, as secn in operation all along the Western Ghdts, if the rainfall
there was not very much heavier than inland and the climate during the monsoon
much more uncomfortable to live in.

24, That wheat and rice are grown, and to some extent in all the villages,
is a fact from which no conclusion can be drawn. Rice requires a very large
supply of water ; it can hardly have too much so long as the means of draining
oﬂP the surplus at pleasure are available. Wheat is quite different ; it would not
grow in a swamp or under a very heavy rainfall. It is always grown as a rabi
crop on land which has retained sub-soil moisture from the rainfall of the
monsoon ; rainfall on it is not necessary. These extreme western villages
happen to have a good deal of black soil suitable for wheat which would more-
over grow nothing well in the monsoon ; after the monsoon is over a wheat crop
can be grown ; but a considerably better wheat crop would be got on similar land
farther inland and removed from the excessive rainfall of the vicinity of the
Ghats which washes out the soluble parts of the soil, renders manuring very
transient in its effect, and generally deteriorates from the fertility of the soil.

25. Again, on the point of communications, there can be no comparison
between the villages Inland and those near the Ghéts ; evenif the crops on like
land were equal in both, the facilities for disposing of them would differ very
materially.

26. The result of the change made by me in the grouping originally pro-
posed by the Superintendent is a reduction of the increase of assessment from
362 per cent. on the occupied Government land to 32+ per cent. ; the reduction
affects the percentage increage from 2 per cent. up to 10 per cent.; and the
heaviest reduction occurs in several cases where the original percentage increase

Krishnagaum. was greatest, Three villages in the eastern block
Dahigaum. were removed by me from the Rs.*1-4 group to the
Wojarkhed. higher group at Rs. 1-6 : in these, of course, there is-

a small increase on the original proposals, These are undoubtedly the best
situated villages of all those under report.

27. 'The Collector objects generally to the lowness of the rates and states
that he would * have been prepared to support an uniform rate of Rs. 1-6 maxi-
mum on kdli land in all these villages”, and “ must strongly support the views
expressed by Colonel Laughton in his para. 29 as to imposing the rate of Rs. 1-6
onthe 2nd group of villages, and deprecates the reduction of 2 annas per acre in
the 4th group as a perfectly needless sacrifice of revenue.”

28. The effect of the Collector’s proposals would be to raise the increase
of 29 per cent. in the 2pd group to 36 per cent. and to raise the increase of 32
B75—2
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per cent. on the 4th group to 86 per cent. The Collector in talking of a
“gacrifice of revenue” apparently has not observed that there is actually an
increase of 32 per cent. in the 4th group by my proposals, and has probably been
misled by the closing words of para. 24 of the Superintendent’s letter, in which
he spoaks of in this group *a rupee rate for kili lands, or 2 annas less than ab
present ” ; which words would suggest an absolute reduction of assessment being
proposed when no such result was proposed or intended. It is plain that the
offect of any maximum rate, or that on 16 annas’ classification, must depend
entirely on the range of the classification ; and that supposing the  best run of
kali or black soil was classed at 9 and 10 annas in the old classification, as is
exceedingly probable, and is now classed at 13 to 14 annas, as is very probable,
an increase of actual revenue would be actually obtained though a lower
maximum rate was used than was applied to the original classification.

29, The Collector’s assertion that he would have been prepared to support
a rate of Rs. 1-6 maximum on the kéli or black soil of all the villages under
report, appears to me to be a reduction of his views to the point most unsuscep-
tible of justification on any recognized principles of assessment. To propose
to assess villages well in the plain country, on and near good roads and large
markets like those nearest to Dindori, on an equality as regards like soils with
villages like thoge in the north-western corner (forming the 4th'group), all of
which are in a most rugged country, away from all
roads, and some three of which are actually below the
Ghéts, appears to me one of the most astounding
proposals on the subject of assessment which I have ever met with.

30. In para. 10 the Collector states that he is “inclined to think that the
rates in Dangi and Deshi villages are capable of much more assimilation than
has hitherto been thought practicable, I am quite certain that putting aside
garden cultivation the ryots in Dangi villages are for the most part better off-
materially than in Deshi villages.”” This is a new discovery on the part of the
Collector and utterly inconsistent with .the views urged by him in his letter,
- No. 818, dated 22nd February last, regarding the revision of a part of the
Sinnar T4luka, reported on by my No. 399, dated 8th instant. There he urged,

as a reason in deprecation of the proposed increase,

* Of which about 11 per which was but 29* per cent., that the villages in

cent. was duo to Patasthal o oqtinn “were semi-Dangi villages, That the ryots
water assessment imposed for 17 A 'y . . o

the first time. in “ Dangi” or “ Mawal’, or in English, villages on the

. Ghate or in the broken country adjacent, are better

off than ryots in the Deshi or plain villages, is utterly contrary to all experience

and belief. The notorious fact that the Dang country is especially feverish and

unhealthy during several months of the year is entirely ignored.

Superintendent’'s  letter,
pars. 5.

31.  The rates and grouping, as modified by me and set forth in the
Superintendent’s letter, though objected to by the Collector, are as high as I can see
any just reason to propose ; they entail a total increase of revenue of 326 per cent.,
which is, in my opinion, quite as much as we have a right to look for in country
of the nature of that under report, considering all the disadvantages which the
inhabitants of it must labour under.

32. There is, however, one village for which I must suggest a slight change
of rates. The village of Jirwada, No. 30 of the Superintendent’s Appendix E,
was grouped in the original proposals made by the Superintendent with the
villages of the 4th group. I could not find it on the map and supposed it was
omitted by oversight. The Superintendent has now placed it in the 3rd group
with 2 maximum dry-crop rate of Rs. 1.2, which gives an increase of 2'2 per
cent. This village is just to the north of the town of Wani, near the open
country and adjacent on one side to villages already assessed on a maximum rate
of Rs. 1-4, under which rate it should be placed : this will make the increase of
revenue about 13'3 per cent. '

33. The Indm village of Chandikapur, referred to in the Superintendent’s
38th para. as now for original settlement, is a little to the east of the village
referred to in the preceding para., Jirwada, and also adjacent to villages previously
assessed at Rs. 1.2 and ‘Rs. 1.4 maximum dry-erop rates. - As a Rs. 1-2 rate
will increase the present asserted revenue by 580 per cept., there appears to be
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no reason for adopting the higher alternative rate. The real increase must be
materially less than 58 per cent. in this case, supposing even that the returns
of revenue collected hitherto are correct, which is always uncertain in Inim
villages, since by the introduction of the survey settlement the collection of
direct grain levies by the village officers will be abolished and the burden on the
ryots will be by so much decreased. Iow much these grain levies might
amount to it is impossible to say; there may be a record of their nominal
average value ; but as their collection was exceedingly capricious, any estimate of
the actual value would be of little worth., The abolition of these levies was not
one of the smallest of the reforms introduced by the original survey settlement,
as the opportunity and excuse for a good deal of vexatious -exaction was
removed.

34. I beg that these papers may receive early consideration, and that
whatever rates are approved, may be guaranteed up to the year 1903-4, when the
guaranteed period for the portion of this tdluka already settled expires.

Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) W. C. ANDERSON,
Survey and Settlement Commissioner, N. D.

Through the Commissioner, C. D.






No. R.—1769 or 1881.

RevENUE DEPARTMENT,

To
Tae SECRETARY 10 GOVERNMENT.,
Camp Mahdbaleshvar, 14th May 1881,
Siz, v
Letter No. 256, dated 11th March 1881, from the Syper- I have the honour to sub-

intendent, Revenue Survey and Assessment, Poona and :
Néeik, snd aceompeniments mit the correspondence noted

Memorandum No. 1257, dated 19th March 1881, from the 11 the margin, contalpxpg
Collector of Nsik. proposals for the revision
Memorandum No. 1157, dated 24th March 1881, from the  gettlement of 38 villages in
Commissioner, Central Division. the Dindori Téluka of the

Letter No. 454, dated 24th April 1881, from the Sur .
Commissioner, P rom WYY N4sik Collectorate.

2. These papers are very satisfactory in one respect, in that they make it
quite clear that the villages into which the revision rates are to be introduced
are in a very thriving and prosperous condition.

8. The chief points for consideration are the grouping and the rates. I
consider that the grouping, as settled by Colonel Anderson, is satisfactory, and
meets the requirements of the situation and nature of the country of the differ-
ent villages,

4. There is a difference of opinion between the Collector, Mr, Ramsay,
and the Survey Commissioner, as to the rates that should be imposed, the Collec.
tor on the one hand holding that as the soil is exceptionally good, the tdluka
favourably situated as to rainfall, and the erops grown valuable, a uniform rate
of 1'6 might have been introduced.

5. T cannot concur with the Collector in the view that the rates in Deshi
and Dangi villages might be more assimilated than is supposed. As observed by
the Survey Commissioner, Mr. Ramsay seems to forget that his line of argument
as regards the Sinnar villages lately proposed for revision was entirely contrary
to tbe views now expressed by him, '

6. Dangi villages are, as a rule, far worse off as regards markets and
means of communications. The crops grown in Dangi villages proper are of a
poor description and less suited for export. The rainfall is, as a rule, excessive,
and the climate is most certainly bad, the people being often quite crippled
from fever and unable to look after their fields. All*these disadvantages
certainly require that Dangi villages should be placed in a lower scale of
grouping than villages more inland.

7. On the general question of rates I have no doubt whatever that all the
villages could well stand higher rates than have been proposed for them. It
must be, however, remembered that it is not the desire of Government to push
rates up beyond a moderate and reasonable percentage increase. Colonel Ander-
gon’s rates, which I would recommend for the sanction of Government, are
moderate and reasonable. He has taken eare in the alterations made by him in
the Superintendent’s proposals to see that the less favourably situated villages
are, by a lower rate, brought on the same level as the better situated villages;
he has, at the same time, secured a fair increase to the Government Revenues,
and cannot be said to have sacrificed the interest of Government in the desire to
be moderate in his revision proposals.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) E. P. ROBERTSON,
Commissioner, C, D.
B 387



Revenue Survey and Assessment.

No. 3546.
REvENUE DEPARTMENT.

Bombay Castle, 21st June 1881.

Letter from the Survey and Settlement Commissioner, No., 454, dated 25th April 1881—
Submitting a report from the Superintendent, Poona and Nésik Survey, containing
proposals for the revision of the assessment of 38 villages of the Dindori Taluka of
the Nésik Collectorate, one of which is alienated, and for the original settlement of one
alienated village of the same téluka.

Letter from the Commissioner, C. D., No. R—1769, dated 14th May 1881 —Submitting the
above with his remarks and those of the Collector of Nésik.

ResorurioNn.—Proposals for revised rates in 37 Dédngi villages and 1 Deshi
village of the Dindori T4luka are now before Government together with proposals
for the original settlement of one alienated village in the same tdluka, The
villages for revision lie mostly in a eompaet group in the north-west corner of
the tdluka. Kharif crops predominate, being to rabi as 655 to 230, and consist
principally of khurdsni, ndgli, & Wheat and gram are also grown to a
considerable extent as rabi crops. As is to be expected from the proximity
of the Ghéts, the rainfall is plentiful and certain. The tract does not appear to
be very well provided with communications, though two eonsiderable lines of
road pass to south and east of it.

2. The statistics collected by the Survey Department indicate a marked
degree of prosperity. During the currency of the late settlement, population has
increased 73 per cent., carts 172 per cent., houses of the better class 223 per
cent., milch cattle 24 per cent., agricultural cattle 2 per cent., and sheep and goats
209 per cent. The general increase is so remarkable that the Survey Commis-
sioner i3 inclined to attribute it in part to immigration. Wells also have more
than doubled, though it is not to be expected that garden cultivation should be
extensive in a tract so near the Ghdts. Prices show the usual increase of more
than cent. per cent. over what ruled at the date of the original settlement.

3. The villages for revision are divided into four groups, with maximum
dry-crop rates ranging from Re. 1 to Rs. 1.6-0. The proposals of the Survey
Superintendent have heen prepared under the instructions of the Survey
- Commissioner, and show the following resalts :—

USNDER FORMER SUrvEY, | UNDER REvisioN SURVEY.
Numb

Group. |of Vilges| Aoy, Do

o group Acres. Assessment. Acres, Aspessment, |

Rs. a. p Rs. Rs.

1 9 1 6 0 10,073 4,506 } 11,070 6,265 39-0
2 10 1 4 0 16,799 7176 | 17,972 9,263 29-1
3 12 1 2 0 14,004 4,739 15,204 6,268 323
4 7 1 00 7,253 2,191 7,840 2,906 326
e 38 | ... 48,129 18,612 52,086 24,702 32:7

The actual increase of assessment will be Rs. 6,090. The rate proposed for
rice land ig Rs. 4-8-0, excepting in the 4th group, which consists of villages
in broken country under the Ghéts and far from lines of communication, and in
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which a rice rate of only Rs. 4 per acre is proposed. Garden land irrigated from
wells amounts only to 138 acres, and on this no extra assessmeut on account of
water will be imposed. Land irrigated by channels from streams is only 9 acres
in extent, and for this a maximum rate of Rs. 8 per acre, corresponding to that
which is imposed in adjacent villages, is proposed. The result of the adoption
of these rates will be an increase of 32:7 per cent. on occupied land, and of 23-2
per cent. on occupied and unoccupied land taken together. The average rate
per acre on Government lands will be Re. 0-7-2.

4. From para. 29 of the Superintendent’s report it appears that though the
grouping and rates detailed dbove have been submitted by him in deference to
the instructions of the Survey Commissioner, yet they are not such as he
himself apgx;oves, ag, in his opinion, some of the villages which have been

laced in the 2nd group, and assessed at Rs. 1-4-0, should have been placed
in the 1st group and assessed at Rs. 1.6-0. The Collector shares Colonel
Laughton’s opinion on this point, and further considers that the ¢ reduction
of 2 annas per acre in the 4th group is a perfectly needless sacrifice of
revenue”. Mr. Ramsay considers that concessions in point of assessment rates
usually granted in Ddngi villages are much less necessary than is generally
supposed, and that, putting garden cultivation out of the question, “ rayats in
Dédngi villages are, for the most part, better off materially than in Deshi villages”.
The objections urged by the Collector and the Superintendent of Survey to the
grouping and rates proposed, are discussed with great care by the Survey Commis.
sioner. That officer points out that he has kept carefully in view the disadvan-
tages arising from excessive rainfall owing to proximity of the Ghdts and
from want of communications, and that in the case of every village these consi»
derations have influenced his final decision, - It seems to Government that the
Collector has hardly attached sufficient importance to them. Itis admitted on all
hands that the soil of the villages is good; the main questions, therefore, are
whether the climate in all of them is equally favourable to production, and whether
the facilities for the disposal of produce are gimilar in all. It is impossible even
in the estimation of the Collector, to whose ability and experience all due weight
ig attached by Government, that the amswer can be in the affirmative. Itappears
to His Excellency in Council that the grouping and rates decided on by the
Survey Commissioner are properly adapted to mark the different conditions of
the villages dealt with, and that the increase of 32:7 per cent., which his rates entail,
i as much as can fairly be . looked for. = Government are quite unable to endorse
the Collector’s opinion of the equality of Déngi with Desh villages, which, more-
over, appears to be inconsistent with statements made by him irn previous
reports. The proposals of the Survey Commissioner are approved, and may be
sanctioned with the usual guarantee up to and inclusive of the year 1903.4. The
transfer of the village of Jirwada from the 8rd group to the 2nd group is also

approved.

5. The concluding portion of the Survey Superinténdent’s report is occu-
ied with proposals for the first settlement of the Indm village of Chandikdpur, a
%émgi village lying close to those just revised. A maximum dry-crop rate of
Rs.1-2-0 is proposed for it, which corresponds to the ratessanctioned in most of the
adjacent Government villages, though some are assessed higher, As, however, a
rate of Re. 1.2-0 on dry-crop land, with a P4tasthal rate of Rs. 8 an acre, will raise
the revenue by 58 per cent., the Commissioner of Survey considers it sufficient,
and in this opinion Government concur. The rates proposed by the Superin.
tendent for this village are, therefore, sanctioned, and may be guaranteed up to
the end of the year 1903-4.

6, The revised rates as now sanctioned are, however, to be first levied in
and from 1883-84. For the two intermediate years Government direct that &
temporary settlement shall be in force under which the rates of the old settle-
ment shall be collected plus an addition of 3 annas in each rupee of assessment.
The assessments for 1881-82 and 1882-83 as thus enhanced should be announced
immediately, so that they may be introduced (Section 103 of the Land Revenue
Code) in the current year, and levied in 1881-82, The revised assessment to be
levied in 1883-84 should be announced in 1882-83, so that it may be levied in the
following year.
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7. The thanks of Government are due to the Superintendent and Com.
missioner of Survey for their reports.

H. A. ACWORTH,

Acting Under Secretary to Government,

To

The Commissioner, C D.,

The Survey and Settlement Commissioner,

The Collector of N4sik,

The Public Works Department of the Secretariat (with the papers, which
it is requested may be returned when no longer requiredf.

BOMBAY ; PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS,
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